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Of the domestic history of Madame Guyon, for some years 
subsequent to her return to Paris, we know but little. She 
hired a house in the city ; and once more collected together 
her little family, consisting of her daughter and two sons, 
with such domestics as she thought it necessary to employ. 
Her established reputation for piety necessarily separated 
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her friends and relatives, some of whom were persons of 
distinction, and especially to persons of piety of all classes 
and ranks. 
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2. Many of those, with whom she had been acquainted 
before she left Paris, had now gone. Friends and enemies 
were no more. Her own circumstances were much altered ; 
and it was almost a matter of necessity, that the associations, 
which she was now called to form, would be new. 

Society is a law of nature. It must be a very marked 
combination of providential circumstances, wHch will author- 
ize a man to separate himself, in any considerable degree, 
from his fellow-men. But in forming her new associations, 
her religious principles required her to exclude every selfish 
suggestion, and to form her judgments under the indications 
of that ever-present Providence which is the true light to 
the consecrated mind. She never forgot the humble and the 
poor ; it was the dictate of her natural as well as of her Chris- 
tian sympathies, to love them and to strive to do them good ; 
but the indications of that Providence which had given her 
talent and personal influence, as well as deep piety, seemed 
to call her to labor with another class of people ; a class 
more elevated in the view of the world, but not easily acces- 
sible to religious influences. 

3. It is true, not '' many mighty and not many noble are 
called." Their position is in some respects averse to the 
reception of the humbling doctrines of the gospel. And yet 
the historian of the Acts of the Apostles informts us, that in 
the city of Berea there were some ^^honorcMe womeny* 
women who held a high position in society, and that in 
Thessalonica also there were not "a few of the chief women," 
who believed. 

Among the acquaintances which Madame Guyon formed 
at this time, we may properly mention here the Duchess of 
Beauvilliers. Of this distinguished lady, as well as of her 
husband, we have some account in the Memoirs of St. Simon, 
who has given sketches, apparently drawn with much exact- 
ness, of many eminent persons of the age of Louis Four- 
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teenth. She was a danghter of the great Colbert Inherit- 
ing no small share of her father's intellectual power, she 
was one of those rare women who combine fervor of pietj 
with strength of inteUect Placed bj her descent and her 
marriage in an eminent position in French society, she was 
still more truly eminent by her faith in God, her abns and 
good works. With this lady Madame Guyon formed an 
acquaintance soon after her return from Italy and Grenoble; 
through the instrumentality, I suppose, of her sbter, the 
Duchess of Chevreuse, with whom Madame Guyon seems to 
have become acquainted at a little earlier period. 

4. The Duchess of Chevreuse resided a small distance 
out of Paris. Madame Guyon visited her soon after her 
return ; and there she met with a number of other persons, 
drawn together by that instinct of piety which never fails 
to seek the company of those who are characterized by 
similar dispositions. It was not far from this time, and per- 
haps at this very meeting, that Madame Guyon, animated 
by the spirit of piety which was like a continual flame in 
her bosom, formed a little association of ladies of rank, 
among whom were the Duchess of Beanvilliers, the Duchess 
of Bethune, and the Countess of Guiche, with whom she 
met from time to time for religious objects. It was inter- 
esting to see some of the most distinguished ladies of the 
capital of France recognizing the truths of religion, and re- 
joicing in the experimental powerof piety,— ladies, at whose 
feet fortune, or more properly and truly. Providence^ had 
scattered the choicest flowers of this world, in order to see 
whether they would take the life of €U)d with its present 
trials and its future triumphs, or the {Measures and honors of 
the world for a season. They made the better choice ; like 
one commemorated with just commendation in the Bible, 
who preferred the afflictions resulting from the service of 
Grod, to the world's pleasures ; and the reproach of Christ 
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to those treasures and honors of Egypt, whkh would have 
flowed in upon him, had he chosen to remain as the unhe- 
lieving son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

5. These ladies, following the laws of the human mind, 
which sre as applicable in religious experience as in secular 
experience, and which prompt us to inquire for those whose 
Mves are associated with the principles we love, knew what 
individuals in France had a character for true and eminent 
piety. Thej were not ignorant, thgref<»re, of the reputation 
of Madame Guyon. That which was spoken comparatively 
in secret was uttered afterwards upon the house-tops. The 
voice which was uttered at the foot of the Jura mountains 
and the Alps, in the cottages of the poor, and amid the soli- 
tary and inaccessible difis of the Chartreuse, was repeated 
fix>m province to province, till it reached the high and public 
places of Paris. It was but natural, therefore, that they 
should wish to know her, to invite her to their little assem- 
blies, and to allow her that influence to which her mental 
power and her piety entitled her. And it was from this 
time, that we find her name associated, either in union or in 
opposition, with some of the most distinguished names of 
France. 

6. The terms of commendation, in which we have spoken 
of the Dudiess of Beauvilliers, would apply with but slight 
variation to her accomplished and pious sister, the Duchess 
of Chevrense. The husbands of these two ladies, who held 
some of the highest offices in the state, sympathized with 
their wives in iheir religious tendencies. They formed a 
personal acquaintance with Madame Guyon; made them- 
selves fiuniliar with her religious views and experience; 
and valued and sought her society. But this could not 
easily have taken place, considering the position of the par- 
ties, if she had been a person of inferior talent, of rude and 
unpolished manners, or of doubtful piety. The character 
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of those who sought her company shows the estimation in 
which she was held^ and is an evidence of her ckims to it 
The individuals who have just been referred to were among 
the most distinguished persons in France at that time. In 
the anonymous Life of Fenelon, published at the Hague in 
1723,* we find the Duke of Chevreuse spoken of in the fol- 
lowing favorable terms ; 

" He had a rare stock of knowledge, an easy eloquence, 
and a mind so fertile in resources as to be capable of re- 
mounting in every thing to the first principles, and of forming 
the greatest designs. He had also the courage to execute the 
designs which he formed. In his temper he was sweet and 
affable ; in his manners, polite and unaffected. He was 
naturally a person of great vivacity of spirit; but had such 
a control of himself that he always appeared equal and calm. 
He lived in his family with his children like a good friend, 
as well as a good &ther. In a word, piety had united in 
him the virtues human and divine, to such a degree, that he 
was at the same time a good Christian^ a good citizen, and a 
perfect friend." 

7. Of another of the persons whom we have mentioned 
as having established an acquaintance and friendship with 
Madame Guyon, a learned writer, M. de Bausset, bishop of 
Alais, speaks as follows : '< The spirit of party may refuse 
to the Duke de Beauvilliers the character of a great genius, 
because his extreme modesty and his natural reserve ren- 
dered him habitually circumspect; but M. de St. Simon, 
whom no one will accuse of being prodigal of praise, and 
who lived in habits of intimacy with the Duke de Beauvil- 
liers, says of him that he had a very superior mind.** This 
person, as well as the Duke de Chevreuse, sustained an 



* Ascribed to the Cheralier Bamsay, author of tiie Ttavels of Cyrus. 
VOL. n. 1 ♦ 
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important podtion, and was in high credit at the court of 
Louis Fourteenth. It was at the suggestion and request of 
Beauvilliers, who had nine daughters, in whose moral and 
intellectual development he took a deep interest, that Fen- 
elon wrote his celebrated Treatise on the Education ni 
Daughters.* 

8. It was into this class of society, of whom the individu- 
als we have mentioned may be regarded as examples, that 
Madame Gu jon was introduced. That unseen Providence 
which gives to each one his talent and his place, his capacity 
for action, and his opportunities of suffering, placed her in this 
important and conspicuous position. These distinguished 
persons, who were above her in worldly rank, recognizing, 
as they obviously did, the spiritual relation which Grod had 
established between them, were ready to take their appro- 
priate position in things which related to the religious life, 
and to become her disciples. It was the dictate of a sound 
discretion and piety, which wished to become acquainted 
with the trials of her personal history, and to avail itself of 
the wisdom of her higher experience. This was now her 
field of labor, which she cultivated with that simplicity and 
fervor of spirit, which had characterized her under other 
circumstances. 

Nor was it this class of persons alone, of those who were 
elevated somewhat above the common rank, who valued and 
sought her society. The aged and pious Abb^ de Gaumont, 
whose whole life had been one of prayer, visited her house. 
And she had the satisfaction of numbering among her per- 
sonal friends a Doctor of the Sorbonne, M. Bureau, a man 
distinguished for learning and piety. It was thus extensive- 
ly and signally, that her influence, or rather that divine in- 



* Bftusset^s Life of Fenelon, voL i p. 99. 
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f uence, which spoke and developed itself through her instro- 
znentality was felt in so short a time. 

9. In the meantime, La Combe, who sustained to her the 
ecclesiastical rehition of Spiritual Director, labored, in differ- 
ent situations and under different circumstances, to effect the 
same great objects. The religious views and experience of 
La Combe, which had received their direction from Madame 
Guyon, had become the dearer to him the longer he lived ; 
and he was correctly understood as laboring in the same 
great cause of inward and spiritual religion, in distinction 
from the merely outward and ceremonial, to which she had 
given her life. His efforts, originating in sincere and fer- 
Tent belief, and sustained by a hig^ degree of learning and 
eloquence, were not without effect. So that, in view of the 
religious labors which were prosecuted among different 
classes, the poor as well as the rich — the lowly as well as the 
noble — might be said to have the gospel preached to them. 
This state of things, characterized as it was by the introduc- 
tion of views whidi were considered by many as very novel, 
could not long exist without exciting much attention. It 
soon began to be said in certain quarters, as it was said under 
other circumstances in earlier times, 'Hhose that have turned 
the world upside down have come hither also." In a city 
like that of Faris^ where the attention of men was continually 
arrested, then as it is now, by a thousand novelties which 
have the least possible connection with reli^on, the impres- 
sion must have been profound and extensive, in order to 
have attracted so much notice in so short a time. A year 
had not elapsed before the eye of dvil and ecclesiastical 
authority was sternly fixed upon those who were regarded 
as introducing opinions adverse to the received doctrines 
and practices of the Catholic church. 

10. What the doctrines were which they advocated, can 
be inferred, I suppose, from what has already been said, 
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from time to time, in this work* Agreeing, to tbat extent, 
with some of the Catholic writers and sects, as well as with 
the Protestants generally, thej made faith the foundation 
of the religious life. They did not object, it is true, to cere- 
monial obserYanees and austerities when carried to a -certain 
degree ; but^ on the contrary, regarded them at times as ex- 
erting a fiiTorable influence in restraining the appetites, and 
in breaking up injurious habits, which had been previously 
formed. But they did object Tery strenuously to any system 
of observances and worship, to any and every form and de- 
gree of labor and suffering, as having any atoning merit, 
and as furnishing a justification for past sins ; insisting that 
salvation is by the cross of Christ, and by faith alone. 
This was one ground of offence ; but it was another and still 
greater, when they added, that Christ, received by faith, can 
save not only from the penalty of past sins, but from the 
polluting and condemning power of present sins ; that he 
has power not only to make us holy, but to keep us holy. 

That is to say, they maintained, that he who is in Christ 
is not only a new creature in the mitigated sense of the 
terms, but is so far and so truly a new creature, that he 
may, by the grace of God, love God without selfishness and 
with entire purity ; in other words, instead of being in the 
mixed life of faith and doubt, of love and aversion, may love 
Him foilh aU the heart, and his neighbor as himself. They 
maintained further, that this not only may be, but that it 
tmyht to be ; that it not only can be, but that it toiU be ; 
that sanctification is the appropriate and true end of justifi- 
cation ; and that the merdful intentions of the Infinite Mind 
are not satisfied, and it is impossible that they shouJid be 
satisfied, by merely redeeming us from hell, without making 
us holy. They proclaiibed the doctrine of sanctification, 
therefore, as the true complement and result of that of justi- 
fication. Regarding sin as synonymous with selfishness» 



or MADAME eCTOK. 9 

they made terrible war upon the life of self in all its forms* 
They had strong hope ; but not so much in man's works, as 
in God's faithfulness to those who put their trust in Him. 
They delighted in the ic^ea of a triumphant gospel, of a holy 
world made holy by faith in Him who has power to make 
holy, of a New Jerusalem descending from heaven, of a true 
dvttiu Dei. 

11. A little more than a year had elapsed, when La 
Combe, whose views were such as we have now represented, 
and whose faithful preaching it is hardly necessary to say, 
corresponded with what he believed, was arrested, and shut 
up in the Bastille. It is painful to relate, that an agent in 
this transaction, so much at variance with the principles 
of religious freedom and charity, was the half-brother of 
Madame Guyon hersdf, who has already been mentioned. 
Father La Mothe, the person to whom we now refer, was 
himself a priest, belonging to the order of the Bamabites, 
of which La Combe was a member. But this circumstance, 
which seemed to imply the probability at least of friendship 
and confidence, had no effect to turn him from hb purpose. 
Jealous of the relation which La Combe sustained to his 
sister as her spiritual Director, and offended at the reli^ous 
sympathy which existed between them, he became an ene- 
my and a persecutor. 

Madame Guyon intimates, that one cause of La Mothe's 
jealousy of La Combe was the uncommon popularity of the 
latter as a preacher. Perhaps candor would suggest, if he 
was jealous of his popularity, he was also doubtfol of his 
doctrines, and feared their consequences. At any rate, such 
was his professed coavicticm. He expressed his belief, and 
probably with some degree of sincerity, that La Combe was 
heretical; a charge which had previously been brought 
against him in otiher places, and for which he had already 
sufibred. 
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12. It was but a short time before this, that the doctrines 
of Michael de MoUnos, whom we have already mentioned 
as having appeared, if not as a separatist, yet as a religious 
reformer in Italy, had been subjected to an ecclesiastical 
examination, and had been condemned. Sixty propositions 
were selected from his writings, which were pronounced 
erroneous and heretical. La Mothe and others, who were 
associated with him, took the ground, that the sentiments 
of La Combe were similar to those of Molinos, and were 
equally dangerous. What the sentiments of Molinos were, 
can perhaps be conjectured from a remark which we find in 
the Memoirs of D'Angeau. It is this. 

" 1685, July 10th. — I am informed, that a Jesuit, named 
Molinos, has been put into the Inquisition at Rome, accused 
of wishing to become the chief of the new sect called Quiet- 
ists, whose principles are somewhat similar to those of the 
Puritans in England.^ 

Now, it is well understood, that faith, considered as the 
foundation and support of the inward religious life, was a 
leading and favorite idea with the Puritans. I have no 
doubt, that D'Angeau might have correctly added, that Mo- 
linos went further than was common among the puritanical 
writers ; making faith the foundation not only of justifica- 
tion but of sanctijicatian, and insisting also upon the entire 
sanctification of the heart, resting upon faith as its basis in 
distinction from mere works, as the duty and privilege of 
every Christian. As this doctrine had been condemned as 
heretical by the Romish ecclesiastical authorities, it was 
urged by La Mothe and others, that the doctrine preached 
by La Combe, which was very similar, should be regarded 
in the same light 

13. It was upon this basis, that a hostile party, headed 
by La Mothe, commenced and prosecuted measures against 
La Combe, which terminated in the manner that has been 
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mentioDed. Thej appeared before M. de Harlai, the arch- 
bishop of Farisy a man of great capacity and energy. The 
accounts, which are given of the private character and 
habits of the archbishop, are various and conflicting. Of his 
zeal for the stability of the Catholic church, with the views 
which then prevailed in the church, and a$ it then was, there 
can be no doubt He examined the subject with a prompt- 
ness and pergonal interest which showed that dissenters 
from the established views had but little to expect from 
him ; and having made up his inmd that the case was. one 
which required something more than mere ecclesiastical 
disapproval and interdiction, he laid it before his sovereign, 
Louis Fourteenth. 

14. During these proceedings attempts were made, as is 
usual in such times of exdtement, not only to take away the 
personal liberty of La Combe, but to injure and destroy his 
religious and moral character. These attempts, which in- 
volved to some extent the high character and reputation of 
Madame Guyon, signally failed. But he knew too well the 
dispositions of his opposers, and especially the exceeding 
jealousy ci the king in relation to every thing which looked 
like a deviation from the established faith, to take much 
encouragement In a letter, which he wrote to Madame 
Guyon at this time, he says, '' The times look heavy. The 
storm gathers in the sky. I know not when the thunder 
which threatens me will fall. But recognizing, as I do, the 
divine will in all my trials, I am confident that all will be 
welcome to me from the hand of God." N6t long afler, 
meeting her on some occasion, he said, *^ I feel entirely re- 
signed to those reproaches and ignominies, which I have no 
doubt that I am about to suffer. I am desirous that you 
should have the same feeling of resignation ; and it is my 
wish, therefore, that you should sacriice me to God, as I atn 
gomg to sacrifice myself to him." 
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15» Louis Fourteenth was a man endowed with many 
excellent and kinglj qualities. Whatever maj have heen 
his errors, it would not he easy to speak of him in an j other 
than terms of respect But his attachment to the Catholic 
churdiy or perhaps we should rather si^, to the Catholic 
church according to his partictilar mews ofU^ was too strong, 
if not too prefudtcedy to he always consistent with a proper 
conception of the truth, and with a just exercise of Christian 
charitj. He listened patiently to the statements which were 
made against La Combe ; but, so for as any thing appears, 
without giving the accused an opportunity to answer them. 
Believing hun to be heretical, and of course dangerous to 
the established religion, he availed himself of his position as 
king of France, to give that aid to the church, which seemed 
to him to be required. AcocHrdin^y, the well-known instru- 
ment of tyranny, the lettre -de cachet^ which preceded cases 
of imprisonment under such circumstances, was issued. La 
Combe was suddenly arrested when at dinner, on the 3d of 
October, 1687, and immediately shut up in the Bastille. 

16. It was not enough to put an end to his labors as a 
preacher, in which he had now been faithfully employed in 
Paris for little more than a year. His work, entitled An 
Analysis ofMentcd Proffer, written originally in Latin and 
subsequently translated into French, was sulmntted to the 
Liquisition at Rome, and was condemned by a formal de- 
cree, issued not long after. How long La Combe remained 
in the Bastille, that place of terror, which has been well de- 
scribed as the ^ abode of broken hearts," is not precisely 
known. ^In one of the dungeons of that great prison," 
says Madame Guyon, ^ he was incarcerated for life. But 
his enemies having heard, that the officers of the Bastille 
esteemed him and treated him kindly, they took measures to 
have him i^moved to a much worse place." He was sent 
after a time, undoubtedly by the direction of the. king, to a 
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pkoe of confinement in the town of Loorde, in the distant 
department of the Upper Pyrenees* He was subsequently 
imprisoned in the well-known castle of Yincennes near 
Paris, and at a later period was transferred to the castle of 
OleroD, in the isle of Oleron* His imprisonments in various 
places, as I have remarked in another part of this work, ex* 
tended through twentj-seyen years. Thus terminated his 
earthly labors and hopes ; at least so far as they were con- 
nected with his preaching the doctrines of fiiith. The only 
&vor whidx ha obtained from his persecutors was that (tf 
being placed^ just before he died, in the Hospital of Char- 
entoD. 

17. This must have been a heavy blow to Madame 
Guyon ; and the more so because (me <^ the prindpal in* 
struments in it was a member of her own family. She had 
known La Combe at an early period, of life ; she had been, 
in a very great degree, the instrument, in God's hands, of 
his conversion and of his rel^ious growth ; and had seen 
him, in the maturity of his powere, ably defending, in his 
sermons and in his printed writings, the doctrines which 
were so dear to her. And the result of a religious devoted- 
ness so thorough and single-hearted, was banishment and a 
prison ; and that, too, without any hope <^ release. It was a 
great consolation to her, however, to know, that he who was 
thus called to su£fer so deeply and permanently, in the very 
prime of his power and hopes, had inward supports, which 
none better than herself knew to be invaluable. 

SpeakiAg of him at this time, she says, '^ God will reward 
every one according to his works. There is something in 
me which tells me, that he fully recognizes the will of God ; 
he knows who is at the head ^ events, whatever may be the 
subordinate instrumentality, and i$ soHifiedJ* 

And again she remarks, in connection with thiase events 
and with great propriety, ^ One must not ju^ge of the ser- 

TOL. n. 2 
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vaotg of God bj what tlieir eneitiies aaj of them, mnr Irf 
their being oppressed under calumnies without any resooroe. 
Jesus Christ expired under pangs. God uses the like oon- 
dact towards his dearest servants, to render them conforma- 
ble to his Son, in whom he t$ alway$ tceU pleaied. Bat few 
place that conformity where it ought to be. It is not in 
voluntary pains or austerities, but in those which are suffered 
in a submission ever equal to the will of God, in a renuncia- 
tion of our whole selves ; to the end that God may J>e our aU 
in aU, conducting us according to hit views, and not ottr own^ 
which are generally opposite to his. In fine, all religious 
perfection consists in this entire conformity with Jesus 
Christ ; not in shining and remarkable things, whatever they 
may be, which men are so disposed to esteem and to publish 
abroad. It will only be seen in eternity who are the true 
friends of God. Nothing please$ him ha Juut-Chrit^ and 
that which hears his mark or character,^* 

18. It was not, however, vb. her nature, and still less in 
her religious principles, to forget one whose piety and suffer- 
ings so justly rendered him dear to her. At no small risk 
on her part, she not only furnished him with money and 
books,* in order to render his situation as comfortable as 
possible, but continued to write to him while he lived. And 
if we may judge from the interesting letters which he wrote 
in answer, some of which have been preserved, the support 
and consolation which he experienced in her correspondence 
were very great. At one time she was obliged, for reasons 
which are not mentioned, to use great concealment; and 
having written him a letter without any signature, and with 
the authorship concealed in other respects as much as possi- 
ble, he returned the following in ianswer, which shows in 

* See CEayres Completes de Bossuet, i)yeqne de Meanx, tome xii. 
p. 45. Pauis,18S6. 
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flome degree the state of his mind after some years of ban* 
ishment : 

"To Madame Guyon. 

" I hope mj unknown correspondent, or rather mj cor- 
respondent without a name, will be assured that I respond 
with all my heart to the honor which has been done me. 
The letter, which came to me under such peculiar circum- 
stances, was not more kind, than it was religiously instruo- 
iive and edifying. I rejoice, in aU sincerity, in the holy 
friendship which you testify for me ; and it is no small satis- 
faction to' know, that one who thus feels for the exile and 
the prisoner is herself advancing in the life and ways of 
God. I can truly say, it would be difficult to increase the 
happiness which I feel in knowing, as. I have reason to 
know, that the heart which dictated those consoling lines to 
nte is a heart which is fiUed with a faith without fear, and 
a love without selfishness* It is such a heart, which is a 
* Temple of the Holy Ghost' 

" The letter is without a name, but not without a char- 
acter. The image of its author, in its religious outlines, is 
too deeply engraven upon my heart, not to be recognized. 
Accept, from the shades and sorrows of my prison, my sin- 
cere and affectionate gratitude. I look upon you as one 
fully united in God ; and it is in Grod that my heart em- 
braces you. 

'< In my present situation, correctly supposing me to be 
unable to do much else for the cause we love, you propose 
to me to meditate and to write. But, alas! can the dry rock 
send forth flowing fountains ? I never had much power or 
inclination for such efforts; and this seclusion from the 
world, this imprisonment, these cold and insensible walls, 
seem to have taken from me the power which I once had. 
The head, not the hearty seems to have become withered 
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and hardy like the rwk upon which H has leaned so many 
years. My harp hangs unstrung ; the sound of my Tiol is 
silent. Like the Jews of old, I sit down by the waters of 
my place of ezOe^ and hang my harp npon the willows. It 
is tnie^ there has been some mitigatioa of my state. I am 
now permitted to go beyond the walls of my prison into the 
neighboring gardens and fields, but it is only on the condi- 
tion of my laboring there without cessation from morning 
till evening. What then can I do? How can I meditate? 
How can I think ? Except it be upcm the manner of subdu- 
ing the earth, and of cultivating plants. 

^ I will add, however, that I have no choice for myseUl 
All my desires are summed up in one, that God may be 
glorified in me. And to this end, may I be permitted <Hice 
more to ask the prayers of one who can never cease to 
command my highest respect, or my warmest Quistian 
affections. 

^ FBAVOIS DS la COXBX.'' 
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Designs of those who had hnprisoned La Comhey in rdation to 
Madams Quyon, They propose to her to leave Parisy and take 
^ heif! residence ai MorUargis* She refuses. Desire of her hdf- 
brother^ La Msthe^ to become her spiritual Director, Her oppo- 
sition to it. Her tranquillity of mind. Account qfa remarkable 
inward experience. Her labors for souls ; and the success attend- 
ing them. Conversation with La Mothe, His efforts to compel 
her to leave the city. Her reply. Her case brought before Louis 
Fourteenth. Position of Louis. Her imprisonment^ Jan. 1688, 
in the Convent of St. Marie. The treatment she experienced. 
Separation from her daughter. Poetry, 

The objects of those who had thus put a stc^ to the 
labors of La Oombe, and thrown him into prismi, would not 
have been aoeomplished, if Madame Gujon had been per^ 
mitted to prosecute her labors in quiet She was in fact 
considered the head of the n^w spirituality, as it was termed; 
and it would have been hardly consistent to have prosecuted, 
Inth so inuch promptness and severitj, the subordinate agents, 
without especiallj noticing one whom they regarded as the 
head or principal in the movement. But they had no design 
to involve in doubt their character for consistency ; and had 
already begun upon Madame Guyon their process of. repre- 
hension and attack, before they had completed it upon La 
Combe. 

2. La Mothe, as well as others with whom he was asso- 
ciated, knew very wdl how constant were her labors and 

VOL. n. 2 * 
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how great her influence* An influence the more to be 
dreaded, because it was now exerted among those whose 
position in society commanded the highest respects Meet- 
ing her one day, La Mothe, who seems to have taken his 
measures, for the most part, in concurrence with M. de Har- 
lai, archbishop of Paris, proposed to her as the readiest 
means of relieving and quieting the apprehensions which 
existed, to leave the city, and take up her residence at 
Montargis, the place of her birth. A proposition of this 
kind she could not hesitate to refuse. It was certainly very 
natural that she should decidedly object to it. What securi- 
ty could she have, that she, who had already been hunted 
from Paris to Gex, and from Grex to Thonon, and from 
Thonon to Grenoble and Marseilles, would not experience 
at Montargis the same system of rigid scrutiny and of vio- 
lent oppression? And besides, to flee under such circum- 
stances, when attacks were made upon her character as well 
as upon her religious principles, would have been an implied 
confession, either that her conduct had been wrong, or that 
her principles were untenable. 

3. This, however, was the first mode of attack. And it 
was not difficult to foresee, if this should fail, that others 
would be resorted to. Indeed, it was already understood as 
a part of the process in operation against her, that La Mothe 
should take the place of La Combe, if she could be induced 
to consent to it, as her spiritual Director, which would give 
him an authorized and official, if not a personal influence. 
An influence, which could be exercised very eflectuaUy, 
whether she remained at Paris or fled to Montargis. 

'^ L9. MothCy" she says, ^^nsisted on my taking himself 
for my spiritual Director; a propos%ti<ni to which I eotdd 
not pomUy assent. Disappointed in this, he decried me 
wherever he went ; and wrote to others, who were associated 
with him, to do the same. These persons, with the purpose 
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23. To lose all lor Him is my best gain ; and to gain all 
without him would be m j wont loss. 

5. ^In this state of things, I was one evening in my 
chamber. I was alone, praying to the Lord. All of a sud« 
den I had a Tory remarkable experience of union with 
Christ enteiJUeL That is tb say, I seemed to have a very 
remarkable perception of what Christ suffered in his last 
agonies, combined not only widi a readiness to suffer with 
him, but with an actual suffering in my own spirit, (God 
only knows how great^ derived, as it were, t^fmpaihetieatt^ 
from a view of his suffering. At the same time these words 
were present to my mind ; ^Ms was numbered with the trans* 
gressors^ Mat. xv. 28. 

^< Nothing but experience can make any one comprehend 
what I mean. Something within me seemed to say, that I must 
learn from what I now felt, that I had not hitherto suffered 
what Christ had suffered, and that still greater trials were 
before me. And I exclaimed, O my Lordl if there has not 
been poured upon me enough of reproaches and ignominiesi 
finish and consummate in thine own way that which Thou 
hast in store. Every thing will be well received as coming 
from Thee. It was the promise which I made, the contract 
of our sacred marriage, that I should suffer for thy nanu^s 
sake. And thy handmaid acknowledges thy goodness to her, 
continued all along to this day, in sanctifying her sufferings 
to the honor of thy worthy name." 

6. It id worthy of notice, that during all this time, wit* 
nessing as she did the excitement and opposition which 
existed, and the severe treatment which La Combe had ex- 
perienced, she calmly but unremittingly labored in the good 
cause to which she had devoted herself. She did this, fore- 
seeing, beyond any question, that, in pursuing this course, 
she must herself soon experience the same severity. She 
had been in the city but little more than a year ; but the 
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mitcrj against ber was geaeraL There was no end to what 
was said of her novelties and heresies, followed up by 
attacks, as nngenerous as they were unfounded, against her 
private ebaracter. But notwidistaoding this unfavorable 
state of things, '* God," she says, ^ did not fail to maJcB use 
of ms to gain many iouls to hinm^. He was ^ pleased to 
regard me in great kindness. In the poverty and weakness 
of his poor handmaid, he gave me spiritual riches* The 
more persecution raged against me, the more attentively was 
the word of the Lord listened to, and the greater number of 
spiritual children were given me." 

Some of these persons, who naturally sympathised with 
her and did what they could in her behalf were involved, 
more or le6fl^ in the trials she endured. A number were 
banished from the city, chiefly on the ground of having 
attended religious conferences, at her house or in company 
with her. One was banished, she states, against whom 
nothing further was alleged than his having made the re- 
mark, that her little book, meaning probably her book on 
Prayer, was a good one.* 

7. It was under these circumstances, that she met one 
day, in one of the churches of Paris, her half-brother. La 
Mothe, v^iose agency in these transactions had been con- 
spicuous, though partially concealed in regard to herself under 
the garb of friendship. ^ My sister," he said, ^' the time has 
come. It is necessary for you to decide to flee from the 
city. There are allegations against you of such a nature, 
that there seems to be no other course. You are even 
charged with high crimes." 

Knowing as she did that the malevolence of her enemies 
would carry them to any extent, but conscious of her inno- 
cence, she replied, ^ If I am guilty of the crimes which are 

* La Vie de Madame Qttyon, pt. liL ch. 4. 
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alleged, I cannot be too severely punished. Let punishment 
come. I cannot flee, I cannot go out of the way. There 
are abundant reasons why I should remain where I am. I 
have made an open profession of dedicating myself to the 
Lord, to be his entirely. If I have done things offensive to 
God, whom I would wish to love, and whom I would wish 
to cause to be loved by the whole world even at the expense 
of my life, I ought by my punishment to be made an example 
to the world. I am innocent ; and shall not prejudice my 
claims to innocence by betaking to flight." 

8. La Mothe, who probably did not anticipate so much 
resolution of purpose, was angry, and turned away from het 
with violent threats. As her enemies had failed to banish 
her by arttjlce, the matter was left to take the usual course. 
The charges against her morals, which were fabrications 
without the slightest foundation, were given up ; her high 
purity and integrity of character were recognized ; but the 
excellence of her character did not remedy or mitigate the 
fact of her heresy. On the contrary it seemed to render it 
the more dangerous. Accordingly her case, on the grounds 
of heretical teaching and doctrine, came before M. de Harlai, 
archbishop of Paris. The methods of proceeding, and the 
particulars inquired into, are not given. We only know, 
that the archbishop was clear ^nd prompt in condemning 
her, so far as the correctness of her opinions was concerned ; 
and sometime afterwards published an Ordinance and Pas* 
toral Instructions to that effect ; * but he had not authority, 
without the king's order, to imprison her. 

"At that time," says M. de Bausset, the author of the Life 
of Fenelon, " the city of Paris was the diocese of M. de Har- 
lai, who, whatever may have been his other fajilts, possessed, 
at least, the wisdom and the merit of being extremely scru- 

* OSavres Completes de Bossuet, Ev^ae de Meaaz,. tome viii. pp. 
660,661. Ed. Paris, 1836. 



OF MAPAMK OUTOir. 28 

puloas in resisting every novelty of opinion, which would be 
likely to disturb the tranquillity of the church and of public 
order. The representations, which were made to this pre- 
late against Madame Guyon and Father La Combe, seemed 
to him to require, on his part, measures of precaution and 
severity ; for he thought he perceived a omformity between 
their doctrine and that of Molinos. He accordingly de* 
manded and obtained from the king an order to secure their 
persims/' * 

The matter accordingly, as in the case of La Combe, was 
brought before Louis Fourteenth. The charges, as they 
were laid before the king, and as Madame Guyon herself has 
stated them, were these: — That she maintained heretical 
opinions ; — That, for the purpose of inculcating these opin- 
ions, she held private religious assemblies, contrary to the 
practice and rules of the Catholic church ; < — That she had 
published a dangerous book, containing sentiments similar to 
those of the Spiritual Guide of Michael de Molinos, which 
had been condemned by a Papal decree ; — And that she 
kept up a written correspondence with Molinos, who was now 
imprisoned at Rome. It was contended, (such being the 
character of her opinions, of her efforts, and of the personal 
relations she sustained,) that it was not enough merely to 
stop the circulation of her writings by an ecclesiastical inter- 
diction, but was necessary also to restrict her person, and to 
imprison her. 

9. It is necessary to understand the position of the mind 
of Louis. Tired of the prevalence of heresy within his 
dominions, he had already revoked the Edict of Nantz, and 
had sent his dragoons to the various parts of France, for the 
purpose of breaking up and dispersing the religious assem- 
blies of the Protestants. Not satisfied with purging France 
from heresies, he seems to have thought, that it would be 

* life of Fenelon, by M. de Bfosset, toI. i. ch. 5. 
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for his glorj, as the eldest fion of the churchy to do the same 
thing for Italy. It was with this feeUag, that he had em- 
ployed the influence of France, in the person oi the French 
ambassador, to hast^i and aeciire the ocipdemnation of 
MolinoB. 

The Pope, lanooent Eleventh, looking upon Molinos as a 
truly humble and pious man, whateyer might be the errors 
of his opinions, was averse to takiog extreme measures. It 
was the influence of the king of France, whose dread of 
heresy had become with him a controlling motive of action, 
whidi apparently decided the Pope to take the course which 
he did. And acoordiogly the accusers of Madame Guyon 
knew how easy it would be to excite the siispicions and t|ie 
indignation of Louis, by eosme^^dng the doctrines which she 
advocated, with those of Jfolino^, to which he had been so 
averse, and of which he had procured the condemnation. 
Indeed, although she bad never seen Molinos, and still less 
had ever corresponded with him, as had been alleged, it can- 
not, I think, be well denied, that there was a similarity in 
their religious views. The real objection against both was, 
that their doctrines, involving, as they did, a reliance upon 
faith in Christ alone as the true foundation of the Christian 
life in all its extent, tended to subvert some of the received 
ideas and practices of the Catholic church. 

10. liouts, therefore, was obviously predisposed to con- 
demn her. In this state of mind, her accusers laid before 
him a letter, bearing the signature of Madame Guyon, which 
contained the following passage. It was a forged letter; 
but the king was not aware of the fact at the. ^me. The 
passage was this : — 

<< I have great designs in hand. But siaoe the imprison- 
ment o£ Father La Combe, I am not without fears, that my 
plans may prove abortive. I am closely watched ; and as a 
matter of precaution, I have leflt off holding religious meet- 
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ings at my own bouse ; but it is mj intention to bold tbem 
in other streets and houses." 

This letter, in which Louis thought he saw the germs of 
another Protestantism springing up in his own citj and 
under his own eye, seems to have brought him to a decisicm. 
And accordingly, without further deliberation, he issued the 
requisite letire de cachet, or sealed order; and Madame 
Guyon, although she was but partially recovered from a 
severe sickness, was confined as a prisoner in the Convent 
of St. Marie, in the suburb of St Antoine. This took place 
on the 29th (^January, 1688; a little more than three 
months after the imprisonment of La Combe. 

11. It is not to be supposed, that this sudden change in her 
situation occurred without any interest felt or any effort made 
in her behalf. It was not possible, that those to whom God had 
made her the instrument of spiritual blessmgs, should see her 
character attacked and her person imprisoned without deep 
sorrow. A number of persons, some of them of considerap 
ble standing in society, were banished, in consequence of 
their sympathy in her views and in her trials. One of these 
was M. Bureau, a man of piety and learning, a doctor of the 
Sorbonne, who had visited her house a number of times in 
company with another of her religious friends, the Abb^ de 
Gaumont. But under a government, constituted as was that 
of' France at the period of which we are speaking, there 
was but little security for truth and justice, when powerful 
influences were arrayed against them. The measures against 
her were taken with so much skill and promptness, that they 
entirely baffled all the favorable dispositions of those who 
were ready and willing to aid her. 

. 12. "On the 29th of January, 1688," she says, " I went 
to the Convent of St Marie. This convent was selected, 
because the Mother Superior was known to be particularly 
zealous in the execution of the king's orders. I received 

VOL. II. 3 
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the^ summons wbicli required me to go there, in the early 
part of the day. A number of hours were allowed me, be- 
fore I left my house, in which I received the calls and 
sympathy of many friends. When I arrived at the convent 
in the latter part of the day, I learnt that I must be shut up 
alone in a small chamber which served as my prison ; and 
though I was feeble, I was not allowed a maid to render me 
assistance. The residents of the convent were prepossessed 
with such frightful statements in relation to me, that they 
looked upon me, as I appeared among them, with a sort of 
horror. Those who were the agents in these transactions 
selected for my jailor a nun, who they supposed, from the 
severity of her character, would treat me with the greatest 
rigor. Certain it is, that the result verified their anticipations. 

<< She not only regarded me as a heretic, which my ene- 
mies knew was enough to ensure her ill will, but obviously 
looked upon me «s an enthusiast, a hypocrite, and one disor- 
dered in mind. God alone knows what she made me suffer. 
As she sought to surprise me in my words, I was very care- 
ful in aU my expressions ; but the more careful I was, the 
worse it was with me. I made more slips, and gave her 
more advantages over me, in consequence of my care, be- 
sides the anxiety which was necessarily occasioned in my 
own mind by it. I then left myself as I was, and resolved, 
though this woman should bring me to the sciftffold, by the 
false reports which she was continually carrying to the Pri- 
oress or Mother Superior, that I would simply resign myself 
to my lot And thus I entered into my former peaceful 
condition." 

13. One result of her imprisonment was, that her family, 
which she had once more collected around her> was again 
broken up. Amid the various trials and labors she passed 
through, she had one consolation, which she valued much ;^- 
it was the society of her little daughter. This daughter, 
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wlio WB» now in the twelilh year of her age, had been her 
constant companion. Wherever she had traveled, and 
wherever she had taken up her abode, on the Seine and on 
the Leman Lake, at Grex, at Thonon, and at Grenoble, she 
had listened to her young voice, and found a mother's hopes 
and joys some compensation for the sorrows she was not 
permitted to escape. She naturally expected, when it was 
made known to her that she must go into imprisonment, to 
be separated from the other members of her family ; but 
she was desirous that her daughter might remain with her. 
Nor are we to suppose, that, in doing this, she regarded her 
daughter's happiness less than her own convenience. There 
were special reasons, as we shall have occasion to see here- 
after, why her daughter should not be taken from her. And 
besides, she knew how strongly the child's affections were 
bound to herself, and that a palace would be far less accept- 
able to her and far less dear than her mother's prison. 

14 " I thought," she says, " it would be consistent with 
the objects of my imprisonment, to permit my daughter to 
be left with me, and also one of my maid servants, whose 
aiteistance I needed. [It will be recollected, that she was 
scarcely recovered from a severe sickness.] But in this I 
was disappointed. My daughter was most at my heart; 
having cost me much care in her education. I had endeav- 
ored, with divine assistance, to eradicate her faults, and to 
dispose her to have no will of her own, which is the best 
disposition for a child. And I naturally desired that the 
results of these labors might not be lost by a too early and 
utirestricted exposure to the world. But they would not let 
her remiun. My heart was deeply affected, when they took 
her from me. She was taken away, I knew not where. 
Finding that they would not allow her to remain with me, I 
requested that she might be permitted to stay in another 
part of the convent, which would be some satisfaction, 
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although I should not see her. But this was not granted ; 
nor would thej allow any person to bring any news of her. 
So that Iwcu obliged to give her vp^ and to sacrifice her^ as 
it were, OA if she were mine no longer/* 

15. It would be gratifying to an innocent curiosity, and 
interesting for other reasons, to know something more of 
her place of imprisonment. It is not improbable that it was 
the place which was used as the prison of the conTent ; it 
being sometimes necessary, in such institutions, to subdue 
the refractory members, and to produce in them suitable dis- 
positions, by keeping them shut up. It was a small room 
in an upper story of the building, which wa& entered by a 
single door, that opened on the outside, and was secured by 
being locked and by a bar across it. It had an opening to 
the light and air only on one side ; and this was so situated, 
that the sun shone in upon it nearly the whole day, which 
rendered it exceedingly uncomfortable in the season of sum- 
mer. It was here that she was enclosed, in solitary impris- 
onment, for eight months. 

16. Every thing, which is connected with human calam- 
ity, especially every thing which is connected with suffering 
virtue, becomes historical* The prisoner leaves not only 
his name, but imperishable associations on his prison. But 
farther than what has just been stated, Madame Guyon has 
not said much of the place. Perhaps it could not be ex- 
pected of her to do it. Secondary incidents and instrumen- 
talities, whether for good or for evil, passed easily from her 
mind. She seems to have forgot both herself and others in 
her views of that mysterious wisdom and goodness which 
presides over all things, however afflicting. And hence we 
know more of the placid resignation of the prisoner, than we 
do of Uie attributes of the prison. She herself has told it in 
one of her own sweet songs, which is striking by its sim- 
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plicity as well as its pietj ; and which we venture to give to 
the reader in a nearly literal translation. 

A LITTLE BIRD I AM. 

A little hird I am, 

Shut from the fields of air ; 
And in my cage I sit and sing 

To Him who placed me there; 
Well pleased a prisoner to he, 
Because, my God, it plecties lltee. 

Nought have I else to do; 

I sing the whole day long; 
And He, whom most I love to please, 

Doth listen to my song; 
* He caught and bound my wandering wing, 
But still He bends to hear me sing. 

Thou hast an ear to hear; 

A heart to love and bless; , 

And, though my notes were e'er so rude, 

Thou would *st not hear the less; 
Because Thou knowest as they fall. 
That LOVE, sweet love, inspires them alL 

My cage confines me round; 

Abroad I cannot fly; 
But, though my wing is closely bound, 

My heart's at liberty. 
My prison walls cannot control 
The flight, the freedom of the bouI. 

Oh I it is good to soar. 

These bolts and bars above, 
To Him whose purpose I adore 

"Whose providence I love; 
And in Thy mighty Will to find 
The joy, the freedom of the mind. 
VOL. II. 3 ♦ 



CHAPTER III. 

Occupatiofis in prison. Commences ike history of her life, -Re- 
marks upon this work, ller feelings in her imprisonment. Her 
labors and usefulness while there* Letter to one of her religious 
friends. Visited by an ecclesiastical Judge^ and a Doctor of the 
Sorbonne, Examined by them. Her feelings. Poem, 

Her physical constitution was feeble, but her mental 
purpose was strong. Her full heart, strong in faith and 
love, sustained her suffering body. It did not follow, be- 
cause she was a prisoner, that she was idle. La Combe, 
before he had ceased to be her spiritual Director, had im- 
posed upon her the duty of putting in writing the incidents 
of her life. She had probably made a beginning before this 
time ; but finding herself, in these mysterious arrangements 
of providence, in a situation which necessarily suspended, in 
a considerable degree, her personal efforts for the good 
of others, she now began this work in earnest. The greater 
part of her autobiography she wrote during her imprison- 
ment in the convent of St. Marie. 

2. It was not her expectation, at the time of writing it, 
that this work would be published. La Combe had required 
her to be very particular ; and not supposing it would be 
seen by many beyond the circle of her personal friends, she 
was more minute than would otherwise have been necessary. 
So that her Life, as it was originally written, is less profita- 
ble than it would have been, if it had been more select. 
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Writing, too, almost solely from memory, and uuder great 
disadvantages, there is a want of exactness in the arrange- 
ment of her statements, besides frequent repetitions. If, 
therefore, we may properly speak of i( as a valuable work, 
as I think we may, it is less valuable considered in itself, 
than as furnishing materials for others. Without this book, 
considered as a repository of materials, the life of Madame 
Guyon would probably never have been written ; we should 
never have known the interesting record of her labors and 
trials; but published just as it ia» without re-adjustment, 
without selection, and without comment, it seems to me to 
do but poor justice either to her labors, her character, or her 
opinions. 

3. She speaks, in her Autobiography, of her state of mind, 
when she first received notice that she was to be shut up. 
No sorrow or misgiving entered her heart. On the con- 
trary, God was pleased to give her not only entire resigna- 
tion, but a triumphant and joyful peace ; so much so that it 
shone on her countenance, and attracted the notice of the 
person who brought the king's order, and also of her friends 
who were, with her. The same delightful peace continued 
afler her imprisonment. 

The doctrines of Sanctification, to which she was so much 
attached, involve principles which are peculiarly adapted to 
such a situation. They strike at ike root of all earthly de- 
sire, as they do of all earthly support. They annihilate 
times and places, prosperities and adversities, friendships 
and enmities, by making them all equal in the will of Grod. 
They take away the differences of things which are external, 
whatever they may be, making the crooked striught and the 
rough plain, by a power flowing from the unity and perma- 
nency within. So that to Joseph the prison and the throne 
are the same, to Daniel the lion's den and the monarch's 
palace are the same, because they have that in their believ- 
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ing and saoctified hearts, which subjects the oatward to the 
inward, and because the inward has become incorporated bj 
faith in that Eternal Will, in which all things have their 
origin and their end. 

4. It was in accordance with the wishes of those who had 
been the instruments of her imprisonment, that her captivity 
should be verj strict ; but still it appears, that persons were 
allowed to see her from time to time. And what is worthy 
of notice, but few persons visited her without being reli- 
giously impressed by her appearance and her conversation. 
Many of her poems also were written during her confine- 
ment in this prison. And if we recollect that she still kept 
up a written correspondence with her religious friends and 
others, and add also the force of her example, in ihus will- 
ingly and triumphantly suffering for Christ's cause, I think 
we have reason for saying, that probably no period of her 
life was really more useful than this. 

5. Among those with whom she had become acquainted 
since her return to Paris, and for whose religious good she 
had begun to labor previous to her imprisonment, were a 
number of ladies, and a few persons of the other sex, who 
held a distinguished position in society. Of the rank and 
character of some of these persons we have already had 
occasion to speak particularly. It must have been a trial to 
her feelings, which nothing but the highest faith could have 
sustained, to have been thus suddenly cut off from a field of 
labor so promising. It was some compensation, however, 
both to herself and to those whom she was thus compelled 
to leave, that she was permitted to write to them. The 
following letter, which illustrates the nature of her efforts by 
means of written correspondence, when she was not permit- 
ted to labor in any other way, was addressed to one of these 
ladies. 
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" Madame, 

*^ I can assure 70a, that it is a great pleasure to me to 
witness the manifestations of God's mercy towards you, and 
to see the progress of your soul in religion. It is my prayer, 
that God may bring to a completion the work which He has 
begun within you. No doubt he will, if you continue faithful. 
Oh, the unspeakable happiness, Madame, of belonging to 
Jesus Christ ! This is the true balm, which sweetens the pains 
and sorrows that are inseparable from the present life. 

** In availing myself of the liberty you have given me of 
making such suggestions as seem to me applicable to your 
situation, you will pardon me for saying, in the first place, 
that you do not appear to me to be sufficiently advanced in 
inward experience, to practise silent prayer for a long time 
together. This is an important form of prayer; but the 
ready practice of it implies the existence of religious habits, 
which are not fully formed at onc^. I think it would be 
better to combine ejaculatory prayer with silent prayer. 
Let such ejaculations as the following ; my God, let me 
he wholly TTttnef — Let me lave Thee purely for thyself, for 
Tliou art infinitely lovely/ — 0/ my Godj be Thou my aUl 
Let every thiny else he as nothing to me ; and other short 
ejaculations like these be offered up from the heart But I 
think, that such ejaculations should be separated from each 
other, and. intervened, if I may so express it, by short inter- 
vals of silence ; so that you may delay upon the ejaculation, 
and may experience at the time those inward exercises and 
affections, which are appropriate to the words uttered. And 
in this way you will be gradually forming and strengthening 
the important habit of silent prayer. 

^' And this suggests another practical remark. When you 
are reading on religious subjects during any part of the day, 
you would do well to stop now and thenf for a few moments, 
and betake yourself to meditation and prayer in silence; 
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especially when any portion of what you read tou<;hes and 
affects yon. The object of this is to let the reading^ have 
its appropriate effect. Such reading will be very likely to 
edify and nourish the soul. The soul needs nourishibent, as 
weU as the body. Its religious state, without something 
which is appropriate to its support, withers and decays. 

^ Do not resort to austerities or self-inflicted mortifica- 
tions. They may do for others, but not for you. Tour 
feeble health does not allow of it If it were otherwise, if 
you had a strong and sound body, — and especially, which 
is the great point in connection with physical mortifications, 
if you suffered yourself to be ruled by your appetites, I 
should probably give different advice. A system of absti- 
nence and of physical repression could hardly fail, in that 
case, to be beneficial 

<<But there is uiother mortification, Madame, which I 
must earnestly recomm'end. Mortify whatever remains of 
your corrupt affections and your disorderly will. Mortify 
your peculiar tastes, your propensities, your inclinations. 
Among other things, learn to suffer with patience and resig- 
nation those frequent and severe pains, which God sees fit 
to impose upon you. Learn also, from the motive of l6ve 
to God, to suffer all that may happen of contradiction, ill 
manners, or negligence in those who serve you. In a 
word, mortify yourself by bearing at all times, in a Chris-^ 
tian temper, whatever thwarts the natural life, whatever 
is displeasing and troublesome to the natural sensibilities ; 
and thus place yourself in union and fellowship with the 
sufferings of Christ. By taking these bitter remedies, 
you will honor the Cross. And especially if you mor- 
tify yourself and die, in your inward experience, to every 
thing which is remarkable and showy. Learn the great 
lesson of becoming a little one, of becoming nothing. He 
does well, who, in fasting from other things which the appe- 
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tites impropKei'lj Grave, lives upon mere bread and water ; 
but he does better, who, io fasting from his own desires and 
his own will, lives upon God's will alone. This is what St. 
Paul calls the circumctsian of the heart. 

^ I would advise you to receive the Eucharist as often as 
you conveniently can. Jesus Christ, who is presented to us 
in that ordinance, is the bread of life, which nourishes and 
quickens our souls. I shall not fail to remember you, when 
I am worshipping before Him ; greatly desiring as I do, that 
he may set up his kingdom .in your heart, and may reign 
and rule in you. ^ j ^^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ Guton.- 

6. The monotony of her prison was varied by a number 
of incidentSi. She had been in prison a short time, perhaps 
a few weeks, when she was visited by Monsieur Charon, a 
judge of the ecclesiastical court, and Monsieur Pirot, a Doc- 
tor of the Sorbonne. They came with authority to subject 
her to a formal examination, upon the results of which it 
seemed probable, that the continuance of her imprisonment 
would depend. With this object, although it is not improba- 
ble, that the examinations had secret reference to the treat- 
ment of La Combe, as well as to herself, they repeated their 
visit four different times. We have the substance of what 
OQCurred at these interviews as follows. 

*^ Judge. Is it true, as has been alleged, that when you 
went from France to Savoy, yott went with Father La Combe, 
and that you went with him as an associate and follower ? 

^ Madame Guyon. To this interrogation I reply, that, 
when I left France, La Combe was not in Frapce, and had 
not been there for about ten years ; and therefore to have 
gone with him either as an associate, or in any other capaci* 
ty, would have been an impossibility. 

"" Judge. Was Ia Combe itiatlromental in teaching yoa 
the doctrines of the inward life? 
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^ Madame Guyon. In the principles of religion, in their 
experimental form, I had the happiness of being taught in 
childhood, and in early youth. I was not taught them by 
Father La Combe. I first knew La Combe in the year 
1671, more than fifteen years ago, and long before I went to 
Savoy. He called at my house at that time, being intro- 
duced to me by my half-brother. Father La Mothe. 

^^ Judge. Did not La Combe have some participation in 
the authorship of the little book, entitled the Short and Easy 
Method of Prayer ? 

" Madame Guyon. He did not. I wrote it in the city 
of Grenoble. La Combe was not there at the time. When 
I wrote it, I had no expectation that it would be printed. One 
of my friends, a counsellor of Grenoble, came into my room, 
and, seeing it on my table, examined it Being pleased with 
it, and thinking it would be useful, he asked my consent to 
its being published. I consented ; and also, at his sugges- 
tion, wrote a Pre&ce to it, and divided it into chapters. 

^^ Judge. Are we not. to understand you in that book as 
discountenancing the use of the prescribed prayers of the 
church, and even of the Lord's Prayer? 

^ Madame Guyon. So far from discountenancing the use 
of the Lord's Prayer, it will be seen, on consulting the book, 
that I have explained the manner of tising or repeating* that 
prayer to the best effect It is true, that I have discoun- 
tenanced the nse of the Lord's Prayer and of all other pre- 
scribed prayers, as a mere matter of form^ but for no other 
reason. It is not the mere repetition of prayers which ren- 
ders us acceptable to God, but the possession of those dispo- 
sitions of heart, which the forms of prayer are intended to 
express. 

^' Judge. I have before me a letter, addressed to Father 
Francis, of the Order of Minims, in which you express your 
determination to hold religious meetings or conferences ; and 
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that finding it dangerous, since La Combe's impris<Himenty 
to hold them at your own house, jou will hold them in other 
streets and houses, but in a private manner. 

^ Madame Gutfon, What I have done, is probably well 
known. What I intend to do, is necessarily lodged in the 
bosom of Him whose will is my only law. But as for that 
letter, it is a forgery. 

^ Judge, The letter must have been written by some 
one. By whom was it written? And what reason have 
you to think that it is a forgery? 

" Madame Guyon. I cannot speak of its authorship with 
certainty ; but I have my opinions. It is the same which 
was laid before our king Louis, and which had its effect in 
my imprisonment. I suppose it was written by the scrive- 
ner Gautier, whose agency in these transactions is not un- 
known to me. It is not in my hand-writing, as can be 
easily shown. Besides, it is addressed to Father Francis, as 
being in Paris. But it is known, and can be proved, that 
he was not at that time in Paris, but in the city of Amiens ; 
and that he left Paris for Amiens on the 1st of September. 
The letter is dated, you will perceive, on the 30th of October. 
The gentleman who has the charge of the education of my sons 
will aid me in obtaining proof on these points, if you wish it. 

^ Judge. I suppose you are aware that your opinions, 
those which are expressed in your writings, and those which 
are uttered on other occasions^ are regarded as heretical. I 
will not go into particulars. I will not attempt to prove 
what has been said, either by quotations or by facts, but 
should be pleased to hear what you have to say on this 
charge, made in this general way. 

^Madame Chtyon. To declare me a heretic, does not 
make me one. I was boni in the bosom of the Catholic 
church, and brought up in its principles, which I still love. 
It is hardly necessary for me to say, that I make no preten- 
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jnons to learning ; that I am not a Doctor of tbe Sorbonne ; 
and it is possible that I have sometimes uttered expressions, 
which require theological emendation ; and so far I readil/ 
submit myself to the correction of those who have the proper 
authority. I am ready to give my life for the church. But 
I Wish to say that I am a Catholic in the substance and 
spirit, and not merely in the form and letter. The Catholic 
church never intended, that her children should remain dead 
in her forms ; but that her forms should be the expression 
of the life within them, received through faith in Christ. You 
will excuse me for saying further, that, in doing what I have, 
I had no expectation or desire oli forming a separate party. 
But I wished to see the great principles of the inward life 
revived. It did not occur to me^ that I was to be regarded 
as a heretic and separatist ; but I thought I might be per- 
mitted, in the sphere which Providence had assigned me, to 
labor for the revival of the work of God in the souL It was 
my design to aid souls, and not to injure them. 

** Judge, I understand, that, besides your Short Method 
of Prayer, you have written commentaries on tbfe Scriptures. 
I should be glad to see them and have the opportunity of 
examining them. 

^^ Madarm Guyon. I acknowledge, that I have written 
such remarks or commentaries on various parts of the Scrip- 
tures. They are not here. I left them in the care of a 
person, whom I do liot wish to mention at present. When 
I am freed from my imprisonment, I will obtain them, and 
place them in your hands." 

7. Such was the substance, and for the most part the 
precise terms, of these examinations, so far as they are 
briefly given by- Madame Guyon. Examinations, which 
were not very formal, and the precise object of which it is 
somewhat difficult to see. They were probably designed in 
part, to obtain, something more decisive and satisfactory^ 
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against La Combe, whose imprisonmeDt was for life. They 
were intended to have a bearing also, in some way or other, 
upon the prisoner herself* Monsieur Charon, who felt his 
official responsibility, retired in silence. The Doctor of the 
Sorbonne, whose position perhaps allowed a little more free- 
dom, dropped a word favorable to Madame Guyon. But, 
sustained as i^e was by the jHinciples whi<^ made God the 
universal centre, she made but little account, in itself con- 
sidered, either of human friendship or of human enmity. 
Whether it was the object of these examinations to furnish 
a basis for the termination or the continuance of her im- 
prisonment, it was all the same. It was enough for her to 
know, that those who had imprisoned her, and who continued 
her in prison, went no farther than God had permitted them. 
Regarding it as God's will, that her imprisonment should be 
made the occasion of the development of human weakness 
and passion on the one hand, and of the Christian graces 
which God had given her on the other, she found in this 
view of her situation a degree of support and consolation, 
which made even her prison a happy place. 

We have already had occasion to say, that she was en- 
tirely resigned and happy, when she came there ; and she 
gives us to understand emphatically, that she did not cease to 
be so afterwards. There were altematicms of feeling undoubt- 
edly. Sometimes darkness and sorrow settled in what may 
be termed the outside of her system, in her shattered nerves 
and bleeding sensibilities; but faith unchangeable, which 
always brings Grod to those who have it, made light and joy 
in the centre. When none came to see her with whom she 
might converse, she wrote ; when tired of writing the inci- 
dents of her life, she corresponded with her absent friends ; 
when opportunities for doing good in this manner did not 
present themselves, she solaced the hours of deprivation and 
solitude by writing poems. It is to this period, that we are 
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to ascribe the origin of the little poem, beginning, Si c^est un 
crime que d^ aimer. The sentiment of this poem, which 
breathes a pleasing spirit of religious affection, may be found 
in the following stanzas. 



LOYE CONSTITUTES MT OBIUB. 

Love constitutes mj crime ; 

For this they keep me here, 
Imprisoned thus so long a time 

For Him I hold so dear ; 
And yet I am, as when I came. 
Hie subject of this holy flame. 

How can I better grow ! 

How from my own heart fly ! 
Those who imprison me should know 

True love can never die. 
Yea, tread and crush it with disdain. 
And it will lire and bum again. 

And am I then to blame ? 

He's always in my sight; 
And having once inspired the flame, 

He always keeps it bright 
For this they smite me and reiMrore, 
Because I cannot cease to love. 

What power shall dim its ray, 
Dropp'd burning from above 1 

Eternal Life shall ne'er decay ; 
God is the life of love. 

And when its source of life is o'er. 

And only then, 'twill shine no more. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Her views in relation to the continuance of her imprisonment. Her 
spirit of inward peace and triumph. Inward trials. Spirit of 
forgiveness towards her enemies. Attempts made to involve her 
daughter in a marriage arrangement. The king favoraUe to the 
plan, hut- requires Madame Guyon's consent. The subject pro- 
posed to her with the view of obtaining her consent by M, Charon. 
Her reply. Unfavorable state of things. Writes to Phre La 
Chaise. Sickness. Renewed trials. Remarks on the dispensa- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. A Poem. 

"The Prioress of the Convent," says Madame Guyon, 
*^ asked the ecclesiastical judge, who had put to me the ques- 
tions of examination, how the affair stood. He signified, 
that things were in a favorable way, and that I should be 
discharged at an early period. And this became the com- 
mon opinion and the common conrersation in relation to it 
But as for myself, I had a presentiment to the contrary. 
But this did not depress me. My mind was free. The 
confinement of my body made me relish my mental liberty 
the better. The satisfaction and even joy, which I had in 
being a prisoner and in suffering for Christ, were inexpres- 
sible. 

^ The 19th of March, in particular, was a memorable day. 
On that day the Nun who acted as my jailer, granted me 
the liberty, as a special favor, of going into the garden 
attached to the Convent In a retired part of the garden 
was a little Oratory or place of prayer, which was the more 
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calculated to favor devotional feelings by having a cross 
planted in it, with a carved image of the dying Saviour sus- 
pended upon it. It was there, as I was alone in acts of 
worship, that Grod was with me, and blessed me much. 
During the whole of that day, my mind had more of heaven 
than of earth in it. Language cannot express it." 

2. On the 25th of March, six days after the time of 
which we are now speaking, she records the existence of a 
very different state of mind, but perhaps a state not less 
profitable. God was pleased on that day, and for a number 
of days following, to leave her in a state of extreme desti* 
tution and depression. Her lonely situation, her separation 
from her daughter, the opposition she had met with, the 
apparent defeat of her plans and anticipations for the good 
of souls, could not fail to be present to her thoughts. The 
pains, which she thus endured, were probably enhanced by 
her physical sufferings, from which, although we have said 
but little respecting them, she was not often exempt f(H: a 
long time together. These su^estions and influences were 
permitted to gather around her mind in such a manner 
as to furnish occasion for temptations severe «ad heavy. 
God saw fit, in his wisdom and goodness, that Satan 
should try her once more. All human and all heavenly 
Aitpport, so far a» it was perceptible and consolatory, was for 
some days taken away. She was in the greatest sorrow of 
spirit. << It seemed," she says, << as if the Saviour designed 
that I should experience something of that unmeasured suf- 
fering of spirit, which is denominated the. AgoM^ of the Gar^ 
den. But He, who permitted her to be tried, did not permit 
her to mk. In the absence of oonsolation, and in the loss 
of all other support, she was enabled to hold oa by foM 
alone. Although, to her troubled and overwhelmed spirit 
God seemed to be displeased and angry with her, she did 
noi cease to have confid^ace in him £>r a moment. She 
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believed, and was trmmphant. Satan fled discomfited ; and 
the calm peace and joj of her mind returned. 

3. Her feelings towards those who had injured her are 
worthy of notice. — ^'I had not any feeling of resentment," 
she says, ^' against my persecutors. I was not insensible to 
the sorrows which they occasioned me, nor ignorant, as I 
think, of the spirit by which they were actuated ; but I had 
no other feeling8> towards them, so far as I can judge, than 
those of forbearance and kindness. The reflection, that they 
did only what God permitted them to do, which enabled me 
always to keep God in sight, supported me mgch. Jesus 
Christ, and holy men in various ages of die church, have not 
only suffered, but have known well the evil dispositions of 
those who persecuted them ; but they knew also, that these 
men had ^no power except what wcu given them from above,* 
John xix. 11. When we sufier, we should always remem- 
ber, that God inflicts the blow. Wicked men, it is true, are 
not unfrequently his instruments ; and the fact of their .in* 
strumentality does not diminish, but simfdy developes their 
wickedness. But when we are so mentally disposed, thai 
we love the strokes we suffer, regarding them as coming 
from Grod, and as expressions of what he sees best for us, 
we are then in the proper state to look forgivingly and 
kindly upon the subordinata instrument whicii he permits to 
smite us." 

4. We have already had occasion to notice, that her 
daughter was not permitted to remain with her. She was 
not even permitted to know, for a considerable tifne, wher6 
her daughter was placed. Her feelings, ther^ore, were 
greatly tried, when she learned, after sofiM time, that inter- 
ested ihdividuals (it is probable that her reliftive La Motfae 
was one of them) had gotten possession of her daughter's 
person, and were endeavoring to induce her, left as she 
was without the aid and advice of a motheri to pledge her- 
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self thus early in life to a marriage. In the disposition and 
settlement of her father's estate, a considerable amount of 
property had been settled upon this child. The hope of 
getting possession of this property was probably one of the 
motiyes in this singular and ungenerous movement 

5. This beloved daughter was the child of Madame Gnyon's 
religious, still more than of her natural expectations and 
hopes. Much had she labored and prayed for the renovation 
and spiritual perfection of her nature. Her sorrow, therefore, 
and her trial of mind, must have been greatly increased, 
' when she learned, that the individual who was thus proposed 
as her daughter's husband, was a man who had scarcely a 
tincture of Christianity, being abandoned both in his prin- 
ciples of belief and in his practical morals. 

It was not designed probably, that the proposed marriage 
should take place immediately; but only that she should 
become so far involved by promises, and perhaps by misled 
and enthralled affections, that the expected result would 
certainly follow, and perhaps at no distant period. The 
agents in this transaction carried the matter before the king, 
who frequently, from various motives, took a personal inter- 
est in the domestic arrangements of his subjects. In this 
affair he was so far imposed upon as to express a willing- 
ness and even desire, that the proposed betrothment should 
take place. He was willing, also, that his desire should be 
known, and should have all the influence which would natu- 
rally result from it ; but he had so much remains of kingly 
honor and pride as to insist, that Madame Guyon's consent 
must first be obtained. 

6. The king's views and wishes were conveyed to Mad- 
ame Gruyon through the instrumentality of M. Charon, the 
ecclesiastical judge, with whom the reader already has some 
acquaintance. A number of persons were present at this 
interview. Among others were the Mother Superior of the 



OF MADAME OtTTON. 45 

convent, and the gentleman who acted as guardian to Mad- 
ame Guyon's children. Charon stated to her, so far as was 
necessary to have a proper understanding of it, the arrange- 
ment which was proposed ; he urged the desirableness of it ; 
he communicated the wishes of the king; and concluded 
with saying, that, if she would consent to the betrothment of 
her daughter to the gentleman proposed, the Marquis of 
Chanvalon, she should be set free from prison within eight 
days. The reply of Madame Guyon is worthy of notice. 
^ God allows suffering, but never allows wrong. I see 
clearly that it is his will, that I should remain in prison, 
and endure the pains which are connected with it ; and I 
am entirely content that it should be sa I can never buy 
my liberty at the expense of sacrificing my .daughter." 

7. After this, things looked more unfavorably than they 
had previously done in relation to the continuance <^ her 
imprisonment. Conversation, which had predicted her 
speedy release, suddenly assumed a different character. ^ I 
was now told," she says, '^ that my persecutors had the upper 
hand ; and the reason assigned was, that they had succeeded 
in convincing the king, that I was guilty of everything which 
had been alleged against me. And hence I naturally thought 
that I must be a prisoner cdl the rest of my days," And 
it is obvious that she had some grounds for this opinion. 
The influence of M. de Harlai, archbishop of Paris, was 
very great and decisive in this matter ; and that influ- 
ence, whatever might have been the views and wishes of 
the king at this time, was entirely against' her. He declared 
openly, that there was no hope for her, except in the re- 
nouncement of her views, and in repentance for the course 
she had pursued. If she would confess herself wrong and 
criming, and make retractions and confessions, she could be 
freed ; otherwise not. 

8. In this state of things, she wrote a letter, giving some 
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accoant of her sitaation, to the celebrated Pere La Chaise, 
confessor and religions adviser of the king, a man of ability, 
and who was understood to have inflttence with his royal 
master. She took this course, not because she herself anti- 
cipated favorable results from it She was so entirely re- 
signed to the yoke of God, whatever it might be, that she 
felt afraid to shake it off by means of any mere human in- 
strumentality. Some of her friends could not understand 
fully this entire trust in God. "A friend of mine," she says, 
^ urged me to write to Father La Chaise, telling me, that I 
ought not to wait for Grod to do every thing, without doing 
myself what was proper. Such a course would be tempting 
Grod." It was out of deference, therefore, to the opinions of 
others, and that she might not appear unduly regardless of 
their wishes and feelings, that she wrote the letter ; not going, 
in what she wrote, much into particulars ; but denying in 
general terms the charges which were brought against her, 
and respectfully soliciting his friendly interposition. The 
letter is as follows. 

Letter to P&re La Chaise, CoimssoB to Louis 

FOUETEEMTH. 

« Reverend Father, 

" It is not frequently the case, that I bring my troubles 
before others. And certain I am, that, on the present occa- 
sion, if my enemies had limited their attacks to the liberty 
of tny person and to my reputation, I should have remained' 
in silence. But they have not only shut me in prison, and 
attempted to blast my honor, but they have insisted that 
I have failed in respect for the doctrines of the Catholic 
church, and have denounced me as a heretic, 

" Permit me to say. Reverend Father, in soliciting your 
kindness and protection, that I ask nothing which shall be 
found inconsistent with justice and the truth. The judge of 
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tbe Ecclesiastical Court has been in mj prison ; and has 
examined the statements and papers which were Jaid before 
him against me, and has pitMiounced them false* But these 
related chiefly to my priyate character. In regard to my 
doctrines, he required some explanations ; but without taking 
the responsibility of pronouncing them hereiieaL On the 
contrary, he seemed rather to be satisfied with what I said* 
I offered also to submit to his inspection all my writings. 

<^ Have I not reason, then, to think that it is something be- 
sides my alleged want of Catholic Orthodoxy, which keeps 
me in prison ? I am willing to submit myself to a disinter* 
est&d tribunal ; but I have reason to think, that my per- 
secutors, some of them at least, have their private aims. 
Private interests have mingled in those proceedings which 
hav^ brought me and which keep me here. I think, Rev* 
erend Father, that it would be ^easy for me to show by in- 
contestable proofs, that this is the case, if I had the opportu- 
nity to do it How can it be otherwise, when they come to 
me With menaces f They ask my compliance and consent in 
transactions, which my feelings as a Christian and a mother 
require me to resist ; and they threaten me with a continu- 
ance- of my troubles, if I refuse to do what my conscience 
compels me not to do. 

^ Your position, Reverend Father, has led me to af^eal to 
you. May I not ask, that you will allow yourself to look 
into this subject, and to be thoroughly informed in regard to 
it. In proclaiming the selfish ends of some of my enemies, 
and in asserting, my own innocence, I think I say no more 
than I shall be able to make evident 

^ I can only add, that I shall be extremely grateful for any 
attention aiid aid whihh you may be able to render me. 

" Jeajwb Mabie B. de la Mothe Guton.** 
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« Speaking of this letter, she says, '' I never could find that 
the letter produced any good effect, but rather the reverse. 
It was natural that La Chaise should consult with the 
archbishop on the subject, who assured him that I was 
very criminal. Counterfeit % letters and papers also were 
shown him, which had an unpropitious influence. So that 
this effort came to nothing.'* Indeed, she informs us^ that, 
contrary to the opinions of her friends, she had at first but 
little expectations from it She delighted in looking upon 
God alone as her true Liberator ; and God*s time of deliv- 
erance had not yet come. 

It was at this time, that a report was circulated, probably 
without much foundation, that she was to be removed to an- 
other place of imprisonment, and placed under the imme- 
'diate inspection of La Mothe, who was a severe man,* and 
much incensed against her. This report was calculated to 
excite some feeling. '' Some of my friends," she says, ^ wept 
bitterly at the hearing of it ; but such was my state of acqui- 
escence and resignation, that it failed to draw any tears 
from me* My state, so far as I myself was concerned, might 
perhaps be described in those expressions of Scripture, 
which require Christians to be careful far nothing. There 
appeared to be in me, then, as I find to be in me now, such 
an entire loss of what regards myself, that any of my own 
interests gave me little pain or pleasure ; erer wanting to 
vntt or with far mgself onlg the very thing which God does. 
An ignominious death, with which I have so often been 
threatened, makes not any alteration in me. Sometimes the 
idea crosses my mind, that it is possible, after all that has 
passed, that I may still be cast off from Grod's presence ; but 
even this thought, terrible and overwhelming as it is, does 
not take away the deep peace and satisfaction which I feel 
in connection with the fulfilment of God's will. As God 
will always be infinitely happy, it deems to me, that there is 
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not any thing, in time or eternity, which can hinder me from 
being infinitely happy, even in hell itself; since my happi* 
ness is in God, and in the fulfilment of God's will alone. 
Sach a state of mind would i;hafige hell itself, considered 
merely as a place of sufiering, into heaven." 

10. It was now the month of June, 1688. The small 
room, in which' she was shut up, was so situated that it ad- 
mitted the rays of the sun during a considerable part of the 
day. " The air of the place," she says, " where I was en- 
closed, was BO confined and heated, that it seemed like a 
stove." Her feeble constitution sunk under it, and she was 
taken dangerously ill. The gentleman who had the guar- 
dianship of her children, a counsellor-in-law, and apparently 
a man holding a respectable position in society, stated her 
situation to the archbishop, and made some reasonable re- 
quests, having relation to her present debilitated and dan- 
gerous state. Harlai, being oflfended at what he considered 
her obstinacy, received the applieation with indifference and 
almost with ridicule. "Very sick," he exclaimed; "very 
sick, indeed, I suppose, at being shut up within four walls, 
niter what she has done." He granted nothing. 

11. She was favored, however, after a time, through the 
sympathy of those who had the immediate charge of the 
eon vent, in obtaining the assistance of a maid-servant, which 
had hitherto been denied ; and also the aid of a physician 
and ilul^on. It was done, it is true, in violation of the 
orders of her imprisonment. But Madame Guyon remarks, 
« It was God ^ho put it into their hearts, and gave them the 
determination to do it ; fer had I remained as I was, without 
any proper attendance and assistance, I must have died. I 
eertaiilly tliink I may call the treatment, which I expe- 
rienced under these circumstances, unkind and unprece- 
dented. My enemies were numerous and clamorous, and 
seemed to rejoice in the anticipation of my* death. It was 
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not merely death which was before me, but disgrace, 'Hy 
friends were afraid lest I should die ; for by my death my 
memory ^rould have been covered with reproach, and my 
enemies would have triumphed ; but God would not su£fer 
them to have that joy. After bringing me down, he was 
pleased to raise me up again." 

12. One of the charges brought against her was, that she 
did not worship the Saints, and particularly the virgin Mary. 
On what principles she maintained the consistency of her 
Catholic profession with her refusal to worship Saints, and 
the Virgin, is not entirely obvious ; but undoubtedly she was 
able to do it to her own satisfaction ; regarding, as she did, 
the Church, at that time, as being in some things perverted 
and in others remiss, though not hopelessly so. She refers 
to the subject in the following terms : — ^ One day," she says, 
*< considering in my mind why it was, that I could not, like 
others, call upon any of the saints in prayer, though closely 
united to them in Qod, the thought occurred to me, [and 
she merely mentions it as a thought or suggestion, and not as 
a well-considered and received belief,] that dameslicSfia other 
words those in a merely justified state, the beginners in the 
Christian life, the servants rather than the sons of Grod, might 
possibly have some need of the influence and intercession of 
the saints ; while the spouse, [by which term she means the 
truly sanctified soul,] obtains every thing she needs without 
such help6. God, regarding such a soul as purchased by 
the blood of Christ, and as brought into union with himself 
and sustained in union by Christ's merits, neither seeks nor 
accepts any other influence, or any other intercession. It ia 
his nature to bless her, because she is made a partaker of 
himself. His infinite spirit of love is poured out upon those 
who are thus in divine union. Oh ! how little known is the 
holy Author of all good I " 

" They examine my actions," she says again. " They cry 
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out, that I do not repeat the pr^edbed prayers, and that 
I have no devotion for the H0I7 Virgin. O diyine Mary I 
thou knowest how my heart is singly devoted to God ; and 
thou knowest the union which he has formed between us in 
himself. . They blame me for not worshipping thee. All 
that is left to me to say is, that my will is lost in the will of 
my heavenly Father, and that I ean do nothing but what he 
directs." 

' 13. Soon after her recovery from her sickness in prison, 
she experienced another trial. The proposition of her 
daughter's betrothment, which she had once generously re* 
fused at the price of the continuance of her own imprison- 
ment, was renewed. Again, as in the first instance, a num- 
ber of persons were assembled together in the room in which 
she was confined. She names Charon, the judge in ecclesi- 
astical cases, also the Doctor of the Sorbonne, Monsieur Pirot, 
who had been present at the private examinations already 
mentioned. La Mothe, and the person who acted as guardian 
of her children. The terms of the renewed proposition were 
the same as before, namely, that her consent to the proposed 
arrangenient should be followed by her release from prison ; 
but circumstances had not altered, and her answer was the 
same, that she would not purchase her liberty at the expense 
c^f sacrijicing her daughter. The answer could not fail to be 
unpleasant and unsatisfactory to those who were so much 
interested in carrying this arrangement through ; but they 
paid her the compliment of saying, that her treatment of 
them, under circumstances so embarrassing, was character- 
ized by the highest propriety and courtesy. 

14. An effort, also, was once more made by her enemies 
to draw from her some retraction of her opinions, and some 
acknowledgment* of wrong-doing. " They wanted such re- 
traR;tions and confessions," she say&, ^in order that they 
might serve as a proof of my guilt to posterity. Any thing 
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of this kind, under mj own hand, would be an evidence, that 
they %cer€ right in impriscming me. And that was not all. 
Any such papers, drawn up as they wished them to be drawn 
up, woald tend to vindicate their sullied reputation in another 
respect, and to convince the world, that they had properly 
and justly caused the imprisonment 6f Father La Combe. 
They went so far as to make alluring ptt>mises on the one 
hand, and to use violent threats on the other, in order to in-* 
duce me to write, thai La Oomhe was a deceiver. Neither 
their threats nor promises had the influence which they de-* 
sired. I answered that I was content to suffer whatever it 
should please God to order or permit ; and that I would 
sooner not only be imprisoned, but wou^d rather die upon 
the scaffold, than utter the falsehoods they proposed." 

15. She makes some remarks in connection with these 
transactions, which I think worthy of quoting, because they 
involve a distinction in religious things which is not oflen 
made. " During the period," she sayi, " of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensations, there were several of the Lord's martyrs, 
who suffered for asserting the existence of the one true God, 
and for trusting in him. The doctrine of the one true Grod, 
in distinction from the heathen doctrine of a multiplicity of 
gods, was the test by which conflicting opinions were tried t 
and in supporting which there were some who were martyrs 
to this important truth. 

"At a later period another great truth was prodaimed, that 
of Jestis Christ crucified for tinners. This was a truth so' 
much at variance, either in the principle or the facts of its 
announcement, with men's preconceived opinions and feel- 
ings, that it naturally arrested their attention, and provoked 
their hostility. And accordingly, in the primitive times of 
the Christian church, there were those Who suffered and who 
shed their blood for this truth. 

''At the present time," she says, ''there are those who 
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are martyrs of the Holy Ghost. In other worda, there are 
those who suffer for proclaiming the great truth, that the 
reign of the Holy Ghost in the souls of men has come ; and 
especially for proclaiming their personal and entire depen- 
dence on his diyine presence and influence. It is the doc- 
trine of PURE LOYE, the doctrine of sanctification and of the 
Holy Ghost within us, as the Life of our own lifci which it 
to be the test of spiritual perception and fidelity in the pres- 
ent and in future times. The Spirit of Grod, in the language 
of the prophet Joel, is to be poured out upon all Jksh. 

^ Those, who have suffered for the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ erueiJUd for the world's nnSy have been truly glori- 
ous in the reproach and sorrows they have endured ; but 
those who have suffered, and are destined to suffer, for the 
doctrine of the coming and of the triumphant reign of the 
Holy Spirit in men's souls, will not be less so. The doc* 
trine of Christ crucified as an atoning sacrifice is essentially 
triumphant. Satan has ceased, in a great degree, to exer- 
cise his power against those who receive and believe it. 
But, on the contrary, he has attacked and will attack, both in 
body and in spirit, those who advocate the dominion of the 
Holy Spirit, and who have felt his celestial impulse and 
power in their own hearts. O Holy Spirit, a Spirit of love t 
let me ever be subjected to thy will ; and as a leaf is moved 
before the wind, so let my soul be influenced and moved by 
the breath of thy wisdom. And as the impetuous wind 
breaks down aU that resists it, even the towering cedars 
which stand in opposition ; so may the Holy Ghost, operating 
within me, smite and break down every thing which opposes 
him.** 

16. Upon these views, which indicate the intellectual 
insight, as well as the deep inward experience, of this re- 
markable woman, I think it may be proper to add one or 
two remarks. At the time of its first announe^nent^ no 

V05L. II. 5 * 
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doctrine could be more important than that of the divine 
unity, considered in distinction from that of polytheism. 
Like many other great troths, it was at first contested ; it 
had its advocates and martyrs ; but it prevailed. 

The recognition of God, as one God, gave rise to the in« 
quiry, — How does this one God, who in being one oom« 
bines in himself all that is good and true, and how ffmst he, 
from his very nature, regard all sin ; and on what principles 
does he forgive it ? The question is solved in the announce- 
ment of the other doctrine to which she refers, namely, that 
of Christ crucified, *^ Without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission.*' ^ He was wounded for our transgressions, 
and hruised for our iniquities^* God not only hates sin, 
but he punishes it. He has no more moral right or power 
to detach suffering from sin, than he has to detach peace and 
joy from holiness. The connection between them is fixed, 
inseparable, and can no more change than the divine nature 
can change. Where there is sin, there must be suffering; 
and suffering flowing from sin, and in consequence of sin, is 
something more than suffering ; it is punishment. But in 
the mystery of the mission, person, and sufferings of his Son^ 
(a mystery which even the angels unavailingly desire to 
look into,) God has so taken this suffering upon himself, that, 
without any violation of the claims of unchangeable rectitude, 
he can now extend forgiveness to his rebellious creatures, 
take them once more to his bosom, and bid them live for 
ever. This great doctrine also has had its martyrs; and 
although the contest is not entirely ended, it may be said, I 
think, to have had its day of triumph. 

But there is another great truth, of which it may at length 
be said, that its hour has come ; — namely, that of God, 
in the person of the inward Teacher and Comforter, dwell- 
ing in the hearts of his people, and changing them by his 
divine operation into ihQ holy and beautiful image of him 
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who shed his hlood for them. Christ, receiTed hj faith, 
came into the world to save men from the penalty of sin ; 
but it has not been so fully understood, or at least not so 
fully recognized, that he came also to save them from sin 
itself. The time in which this latter work shall develop 
itself is sometimes spoken of as the period of the reign of 
the Holy Ghost It is now some time since the voice has 
gone forth ; an utterance from the Eternal Mind, not as yet 
generally received, but which will never cease to be re- 
peated ; — Put away all sin ; Be like Christ ; Be ye holt. 

In announcing the coming of the dispensation of the Holy 
Ghost, in proclaiming the doctrine of entire sanctification, 
some have abeady suffered, and others may perhaps suffer 
in time to come. Until the secret history of dungeons is 
written, it will not be known how many in France, in Spain, 
in Italy, have suffered as " martyrs of the Holy Ghost" 
But that probably will never be done. And there is a 
reason for it, which does not exist in other cases. The 
martyrs of the Holy Ghost, themselves the subjects of the 
inward power which they advocate, suffer and even die in 
silence. They make no cry; they know that what they 
suffer, whatever may be the guilt of the instruments of it, is 
one of the incidents in the developments of that Eternal 
Will which will never fail to be accomplished, and can never 
cease to be loved. And hence, they would not have it to be 
otherwise than it is; and without lifting up their voice, ex- 
cept in prayer for their enemies, they die as Christ died. 

17. The kingdom of the Holy Ghost has come. Its be- 
ginnings are feeble, it is true. We see but here and there a 
single gleam of that glorious day which shall shine upon the 
world, and make " all nations into one." But the signs of its 
full approach are too marked, too evident, to be mistaken. 
There will be opposition from its enemies, and mistakes 
made by its friendsu Happy will it be, if its friends shaU 
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remember^ that it is a Jdngdpm whi^ cfym^ witMo\U ^serva- 
tion. The kingdom of th^ Holy Ghost may be deecribed 
emphatically as the kingdom of Peace ; of peace inward and 
outward, of peace individual and social. It is those in 
whom this divine kingdom is set up» whom Christ describes 
as the " little ones;" men who move humbly and quietly in 
the sphere in which Providence has platied them ; the meek 
ones- of the earth* Their light, which shines in their ex- 
ample, illuminates without attracting a;ttention ; like that of 
the sun, which scarcely receives our notice, while meteors 
are gazed at with^ astonishment. They are men who " re- 
sist not evil ; " men that cast all their cares upon Him who 
'' careth for them ; " men who hold communion with God 
in that divine silence of the mind, which, results from sins 
forgiven, from passions subdued, and from faith victorious. 

Behold here the dominion of the Holy Ghost, the triumph 
of the true Millennium, the reign of holy love 1 

18. We may properly introduce here, as illustrative 
further of the labors of her prison, a few passages from the 
letters which she wrote^ while she was thus shut up, 



EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM HER PRISON. 

« To ^, 

'^1 have just received your kind letter; and I can 
assure you, that it has comforted me in my place of confine- 
ment, which I may perhaps call my place of exile. It some* 
times seems to me, that I dan apply to myself the expres- 
sions which occur in the Psalmist, when he found himself 
among those with whom he had no similarity of spirit. Woe 
is me that I sojourn in Mesech; that I dwell in the tents of 
Kedah ; my soul hath long dwelt with him thai hateth peace, 
Ps. cxx. 5. While I am kept here by the power of my 
enemies, I cannot help thinking of those who need spiritual 
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instruction. What a mysterious proyidence it 10, which 
keeps me out of my place of labor, oat of mj dement/ It 
looks to me, as if there were great Bumben of children who 
were asking for bread, and that there is scarcely any one to 
break it to them/' 

«To~-* 

" I think you will believe me when I say, that your 
soul is very precious to me. I can assure you, that there is 
not a day passes, in which I do not offer up prayers to the 
Lord for your spiritual good. If my personal toils and 
sacrifices could be effectual in accomplishing such an object, 
it seems to me that I could endure any thing, in order that 
you might be resigned to God without any reserve. 

^' It is no news to you, that I am a prisoner, and always 
kept under lock and key ; and that, with the ezotption of 
the woman who haa charge of the room in which I am shut 
up, I am not permitted to speak to any one either within or 
without, .unless it be by a special armngement. I am afflict- 
ed, although I have firm trust and rest in God. And will 
not one, who I know is not indifferent to my sitoation, im- 
part to me the great consolation of knowing, that she has 
given her whole heart to th^ Sayiour I I sometimes seek 
you and find you in those seasons of communion whidbil 
have with God ; and it will be your own fault, if I do JVi^ 
find you there still more. 

** The ecclesiastical judge, and Monsieur Pirot, have been 
in my prison, examining me in relation to my book on 
Prayer. I told them at once, that I had no hesitation in 
submitting myself and my writings to the proper ecdesiasti-^ 
cal judicatories ; and still they do not cease to put their in** 
terrogations to me in this private naanner; In respect to my 
answers, I can only say Uiat I answer whftt the Lord give9, 
me to answer. Oh I how sad it is to see how much opposi- 
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tion there is to the religion of the heart ! I see and hear so 
much of it, that I am 86metimes OTerwhehned and con- 
founded, and hardlj know what I am saying or doing. I 
have, however, the consolation which is given to every 
heart that has truly found God. Nothing can really trouble 
such a heart, because, recognizing the will of Grod in every 
thing, it has, under all circumstances, that which it truly 
loves and desires. 

" In regard to yourself, you will permit me to say, that 
I sometimes feel a degree of solicitude on your account I 
must confess, that I have some fears, lest at your tender age 
you may be exposed to temptations, and may turn away 
from Grod. But here, as every where else, I have but one 
resource ; — I must resign you into God's hands, never ceas- 
ing to entreat him, in the most earnest manner, for the good 
of your soul. Oh ! what a happiness it is to be thoroughly 
resigned to Providence I — a resignation which constitutes 
the true repose of life. 

« I have one word more to say. When I came here, my 
daughter was taken froin me. Those who took her do not 
allow me to know where she is. You will permit me, if you 
can obtain a knowledge of her situation, to ask your friendly 
interest in her behalf. If I were a criminal condemned to 
death, they could not easily give more rigorous orders con* 
oeming me." 

«To . 

" It seems, then, that M. , of whom we had hoped 

better things, has become unstahle. The temptations of the 
world have shaken, and have even overcome, his religious 
purposes. This is discreditable to him, and is afflicting to 
us ; but, to me at least, it is not wholly without its advan- 
tage. The more I see of the want of firmness and stability 
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in men, the more I am bound and fastened, as it were, to 
God, who is without change. 

" I must confess, if the heart of her to whom I now write, 
were not more fully fixed in God, I should be much con- 
cerned and grieved at it. Oh my frieAd ! aim higher and 
higher. What would I not suffer to see you wholly deliv- 
ered from the inward power of sin ! I can assure you, that 
without ceasing I pray to God in your behalf, that he may 
deliver you from the life of self in all its forms ; that he him- 
self may be your way and teuth and life, and that he 
may establish you in the blessedness oi pure love. 

"I sometime since wrote a little book, as you perhaps 
know, entitled, A Short and Easy Method of Prayer. The 
publication of this book was one of the alleged causes of my 
confinement in this place. Since I have been here, persons 
have been into my prison, and have put to me some formal 
interrogatories in relation to the book and other matters. I 
have found some difficulty in answering; and have been 
obliged to say, or rather have found it best to say, what the 
Lord gave me to say at the time, without mucfi' deliberation. 
I have at some times, in the course of these interrogatories, 
been strongly inclined to answer nothing, to he entirely silent. 
I certainly have an example of such a proceeding, which it 
would not be discreditable to follow, — ^ that of our blessed 
Saviour, who, on being interrogated before Pilate, answered 
not a word. If I sbould take the course of declining to 
answer the questions which may be put to me, I shall of 
course be regarded as entertaining erroneous opinions, and 
be denounced as heretical. And is even this to be regarded 
as among the greatest of evils ? Was not our beloved 
Saviour looked upon and denounced in the same manner? Is 
it a hard matter to walk in his footsteps, and to suffer as he 
suffered ? When I am thinking upon these things, I some- 
times find my heart, in its perplexity, looking up and saying, 
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[in the language of the Vulgate translatioa of the Bible, J 
JuDiCA ME, Deus, et discebne causam meam ; — Jud^ 
me, O God ! and plead my cause '^ 

19. Among the other labors, in this her first imprison* 
ment, was the writing of her Life, The greater part, but 
not the whole of it, was written here. Some chapters ap* 
pear to have been written at a later period. And accord* 
inglj we find the following memorandum, inserted in the 
eighth chapter of the Third Part : — 

Completed thus far^ on this the 22d of August^ 1688, / 
am now forty years of age, and in prison ; a place which 
I love and cherish, as Ifind it sanctified by the Lord. 

20. The poems of Madame Guyon breathe the same 
deeply devout spirit which pervades her other writings. As 
the desire is oflen expressed to see them, we have thought it 
proper to insert some of them from time to time, where it* 
could be done without too much interruption of the narrar 
tive. The following is one of the poems, the origin of 
which I think we may probably ascribe to this period of her 
life. It is selected and re-arranged from a longer one ; and 
is one of those which were translated by Cowper* 

ood's globt and goodkbss. 

Infinite God I thou great, unrivalled one I 
T^hose light eclipses that of yonder sun ; 
Compared with thine, how dim his beauty seems I 
How quenched the radiance of hb golden beams ! 

O God ! thy -creatures in one strain agree ; — 
All, in all times and places, spesk of thee,; — 
Even /, toith trernbling heart and stammeringt tongue^ 
Attempt thy praise, and join the general song. 

Almighty Fonaer ci il^s wondrous plan 
Faintly refle<}ted in tiliine ima|e, num ; 
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Holy and just ! The greatness of whose name 
Fills and supports this universal frame I 

Diffused throughout infinitude of space, 
Who art thyself thine own vast dwelling-place ; 
Soul of our soul 1 whom yet no sense of ours 
Discerns, eluding our most active powers ; — 

Encircling shades attend thine awful throne ; 
That veil thy face, and keep thee still unknown ; 
Unknown, tboogh dtreUing in our inmost part, 
Lord of the tbaughts, fiad Sovereign of the heart \ 

Thou art my bliss ! the light by which I move ! 
In thee, O God I dwells aH that I can love. 
Where'er I turn, I see thy power and grace. 
Which ever wfitch, and bless our heedless race. 

Oh 1 then, repeat the truth, that never tires ; 
No Go^ ifl like the God my soul desires ; 
He, at whose voice heaven trembles, even he, 
Great asheisy knows how to stoop to me. 

Vain pageantry an4 pomp of earth, adieu I 
1 have no wish, no memory for you ! 
Rich in God's We, I feel my noblest pride 
£^riiig firam the oease of having nought beside. 



T0&. n. 



CHAPTER V. 

The 22d of Augttst^ 1688. Her menttd state at that time. Efforts 
of her friends unavailing, Madame de'Wrwnion. She tfisits the 
Convent of St. Marie. Becomes acquainted with Madame Guyon. 
Makes knoton her case to Madame de Maintenon^ who intercedes 
for her with Louis Fourteenth. Madame Guyon, released from 
her first imprisonment by the king's order, in October 1&88, after 
being imprisoned eight months. Resides with Madame de Miror 
mion. Marriage of her daughter with the Count de Vausf. No- 
tices of his family. Goes to reside with her daughter. Letters, 
A Poem, 

"On the 22d of August," she sojrs, "as I awoke in the 
morning, the Saviour was very distinctly present to my 
mind. I seemed to have a distinct apprehension of him, as 
surrounded by the members of th^ great Jewish council, 
who were plotting against him. I also had a remarkably 
distinct conception of the deep sorrow and agony of his 
spirit. My own situation, in its external aspects, seemed to 
be somewhat similar. As I thought upon this similarity, 
my spirit was brought into a situation somewhat like that 
which I appeared to see in him ; and I not only experienced, 
in some respects, a similarity of outward treatment, but was 
made like him, as it seemed to me, in the deep sorrow of spirit 
which I endured for a short time. But, though inwardly as 
well as outwardly afflicted, my soul had rest in Grod. I 
knew that none but God could deliver me out of prison; 
and I felt satisfied that he would do it, at some future time, 
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hj his own right hand. But in what manner he would do it, I 
did not know ; but was entirel j willing to leave it to himself* 

2. Her jHrospects of an immediate release varied. Some- 
times thej appeared favorable ; — an aspect of things which 
a change of circumstances would again perplex, and render 
doubtfuL Her friends, some of whom we have already had 
occasion to mention as holding a high position in society, 
seem to have done every thing which the urgency of the 
case and propriety would warrant. As the ear of the king, 
however, was reached in other quarters and controlled by 
other influences, they were not able, at present, to effect any 
thing in her behalf. Her imprisonment continued, till it 
was terminated in the following manner. 

3. There was a lady in Paris, Madame de Miramion, 
who was much distinguished for her piety and good works. 
It is an evidence of her high character, that she is particu- 
larly mentioned in the Memoirs of the Marquis de Dangeau,* 
as being very kind to the poor, as having aided in founding 
many charitable institutions, and as being especially ap- 
proved and favored in her efforts by the king. This worthy 
and distinguished woman sometimes found it convenient to 
visit the- convent of St. Marie. As she called there, from 
time to time, and visited its inmates, she could hardly fail to 
learn something of the personal history and of the religious 
experience of Madame Guyon. The Prioress and the Nuns 
gave her a favorable account ; so much so as to do away 
those unfavorable impressions which she had received, in 
common with others, from the current reports circulated by 
her enemies. Not s&tisfied with what she heard, she sought 
the personal acquaintance of Madame Guyon ; and learned 
more fully from her own lips, those lessons of the inward 
]i£e, upon which she herself had already entered. She 

4 Memoirs of the Marquis de Dangeaiii under date of April 24th, 1696. 
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needed no fiirtiier evideaoe timn t)iat wkich was thus pre^ 
sented before her. She fett thai ibe pietj of Madame 
Gujon, rather than her crim^ had been ibe real soured, of 
the aspersions which had been cast upon her, and the secret 
cause which had brought her to a prison. 

4. ThL» lady conversed with Madaiose de ttaintenony whose 
peculiar but influential positi<Hk at that time is well known to 
the readers of French history, in relation to the character 
of Madame GuyoOf aad the toeatment she had experienced^ 
The account, which she felt herself justified in giving^-of 
her correct morals, piety, and labors^ made a favorable im« 
pression. This impression was sustained and ijsereased by 
the efforts of Madame de Maisonfort, who was a distant 
relative of Madame Guyon, and also by the representations 
of the Duchesses Beauvilliers and Chevreuse^ The infLu^ 
ence of Madame de Maintencm with iLouis Fourteenth, to 
whom she was at this time, or at a somewhat later period^ 
privately married, was very great This influence, im- 
pelled by sentiments of kindness as well as of justice, she 
now felt it her duty to e^ert in CaycMr of Madame Guyon, 
as she had repeatedly dpne in other instances for those who^ 
had innocently suffered. It is tru^ that.she had previously 
felt doubts on the subject, and had perhaps ^tertalned some 
prejudices in relation to Madame Guyon; btit the states 
ments made by the distinguished ladies we have mentioned^ 
entirely decided her. Embracing the first fiivorilble ep()orta« 
nity, she laid the subject before Louis 3 but she Smmd his mind 
so fully possessed with the idea of the heresies of Madame 
Guyon, that she desisted for a time frwu her benevolent effort. 

5. With that dear discernment which qhimietierised her^ 
she sought another opportunity^ when she would be likely i» 
bring a more powerful influence to bear. At this time, 
availing herself of all the information she had obtained, she 
succeeded in her efforts* ThQ king, either eonvinced by Jier 
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Statements, or yielding to her importunity, gave orders that 
Madame Gpyon should be freed from imprisonment. Tii4 
information was communicated to her by the PricMress of the 
Convent, The guardian of her children was present with 
the Prioress at this interesting moment, — a gentleman who 
had already given his sympathy and aid in repeated in* 
stances. They both testified great joy at this pleasing event, 
in whieh her other friends, as soon as they heard of it, 
warmly participated. She was released early in Oetober, 
1688 ; having been imprisoned a little more than eight months* 

6. Madame Guyon was not insensible to a <;hange in her 
situation so propitious; and, while she blessed God ou her 
own account, she sympathized deeply and sincerely in the 
joy of her friends. But her own joy was mit%ated and 
tranquillized by the principles of her higher experience. 
There was something in her which seemed to say, that to 
the soul, which cannot separate Grod from events, there «re 
circumstances in which imprisonment may not be less dear 
than freedom. To the physical nature and to the merely 
natural sensibilities undoubtedly, they nmy be very different. 
But to the principle of religious Fiuth, which is the true life 
of the soul, and which in its highest ^«rti»e# makes God 
morally one with the soul, they are the siime, Her own 
soul, dissociating itself by faith from seeoodary causes, and 
resting in the first great Cfiuse, thought but little ef the in-^ 
struments which Grod had employed* H^r enemies had 
gone just so far as God periJuitted. It was God who had 
imprisoned her ; it was Grod who bad given he? delivenmco i 
and as she entered her prisou with ofdrn peace &nd joy, so 
she left it witli tl&e same feefiogs. She triumphed in the 
triumph of her enemi0s, po less Aao in the triumph of her 
friends ; because in both cases the will of the Lord was 
accomplished 3 that will in whieh her sOul now rested con* 
tinually with resignaticA imd delight. 

TOL. II. 6 * 
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** Fop a long Ume," she says, ** my soul has been entirely 
independent of every thing which is not Grod. While it re- 
cognizes the ties and the charities of life, it cannot be said, 
in the strict sense of the terms, to «tand in need of any 
creatare ; and if it were alone in the world in its present 
state, it would be infinitely content, since it has ceased to 
find its happiness in any earthly attachments. This mortifi- 
cation of every desire, this disrelish and incapacity of resting 
in any created thing, this perfect satisfaction in God's deal- 
' ings, exempted from every private and selfish wish, is the 
surest proof that the soul which can be satisfied in no other 
way, is entirely possessed with God. And this being the 
case, I think I can say, that nothing but God has possession 
of my own soul ; nothing but Grod occupies it and fills it." 

7. From the place of her imprisonment she went to the 
house of Madame de Miramion, who received her with a joy 
increased by the fact that GU>d had made her an instrument 
in the event which occasioned it. She there met with an- 
other distinguished lady, Madame de Mont-chevreuil, who also 
expressed the highest satisfaction and joy at seeing her once 
more free. She was once more promptly received into the 
distinguished families with which she had been associated 
previously to her imprisonment, and in which she had 
labored. She had been restricted in her person, but she had 
not abandoned her principles. She had suffered from the 
attacks of her enemies, without being disgraced in the eyes 
of her friends ; and those who had known her and loved 
her before her imprisonment, did not respect and love her 
ihe less afterwards. She was again cordially received at 
the bouses of Beauvilliers and Chevreuse. In a short time 
she had an interview at St03rr with Madame Maintenon, 
who expressed in strong terms the pleasure which she felt 
in seeing her at liberty; and who thus commenced an ac-^ 
quaintance which had some important results. 
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Among the persons who were present at this interview 
Inrere the Dachesses Bethtine, Beaavilliers, and Chevreasey 
and the Princess d'Harcourt ; a circamstance which it woald 
not he important to mention, except as indicating more dis- 
tinctly the class of society to which she was admitted, and 
some portion of the field of her religions inflnence. She 
was introduced to Madame de Maintenon hj the Duchess 
Bethune, a ladj who had heen personally known to her from 
childhood, and who was very friendly to her. 

It was not long after this, that she had an interview with 
Mcmsieur de Harlai, archhishop of Paris, who had exhibited 
a fixed and steady interest in the continuance of her impris- 
onment. In the course of what passed between them, the 
archbishop expressed a desire, as if not altogether satisfied 
with his own course of conduct, that she would say as little 
as possible of what had taken place. The opinion had 
already begun to prevail, that interested motives, as well as 
a regard for the church, had exercised a share of influence 
with hifli. It was his own nephew, the Marquis of Chanva- 
Ion, who had been proposed as the husband of Mademoiselle 
Ouyon ; a proposition which the mother had rejected at the 
expense of much dissatisfaction on the part of the archbishop, 
as well as of a prolonged and more rigorous imprisonment. 

8. As it was not convenient for her to re-establish her 
family immediately, she took up her residence at the house 
of Madame de Miramion, who had already taken such a 
friendly interest in her affairs. In this family every neces- 
sary attention seems to have been shown her. And as her 
hnprisonment had neither broken her courage nor perplexed 
her faith, she immediately resumed her labors, wherever 
opportunity presented itself, in the cause, more dear to her 
than any other, of the restoration of souls. It is true, the 
watchfulness of her opposers rendered it somewhat difficult 
for her to continue her reUgioos conferences or meetings 
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for prayer and religious c<Hiversiition ; b^t, too devoted and 
persevering to be foiled bj ordiaarj obstacles, she neither 
(eased to make efforts, nor did her efforts cease to be availing* 
. 9. It was at this period that her labors assumed a more 
limited and perhaps a more exolusive form. In the earlier 
periods of her life> she had labored to do good in various 
ways. But at this time the qaestion of a higher inward life^ 
the question of simetificataon, (perhaps more frequently ex- 
pressed by the phrase pure love, that is to say, love not 
duifU^retUd but uksxlfish,) was agitated very widely, and 
with great interest, among many persons. Can I so live to 
God as to be free from condemnation under all drcunv* 
stances ; — can I love God with all my heart, wqs the prac- 
tical problem to which many humble and inquiring minds 
addressed themselves. It was persons in this- situation who 
especially sought the acquaintance and assistance of Mad^ 
ame Guyon. And such cases had become so much multi-' 
plied, that she now thought it her duty to give to them her 
special and perhaps exclusive attention. It is to this state 
of things that she refers in the following passage, 

JO, ♦* What sufferings," such is the import of some re- 
marks which she makes, ^ have I not endured in laboring 
for the souls of others I -^sufferings, however, which have 
never broken my courage, nor diminished my ardor. When 
God was ^eased to call me to Christ's mission, which is a 
mission <^ peace and love to the sinful and the wandering, 
he taught me that I must be wilUiig to be, in some sense, a 
partaker in Christ's sufferings. For this mission^ God, who 
gives strength eqmd to the trials of the day, prepared me by 
the erueijwion 6/^^. 

^ When I first went forth, some supposed that I was called 
to the work of gaining exterior proselytes to the church. 
But it was not so. I had a higher calling. It was not 
a calling to build up a party> but t9 glorify God i itwasnota 
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designation to make Catholies, bal to lead persons, with 
Gkxl's assistance, to a knowledge of Christ. 

^ And fkow I think I can say former, that God does not 
so mndi design me, in my labors hereafter, for the first con-^ 
version of sinners, as to lead those who are already begin- 
ners in the Christian life into what may be perhaps called a 
perfect conversion/' 

11. Her meaning is, I suppose, that after the experience 
which had been given her, and in view of the multiplied ap- 
plications which she now had for advice and instraction from 
those who wished to give themselves wholly to God, she 
must labor chiefly for the sanctification of souls. To this as 
a distinct work, she thought that God called her at the pres- 
ent time in a special manner ; not so much to labor for the 
beginnings of light, as for its increase in the soul, and its 
purifying noon-'day effulgence ; not so much to teach sinners 
the doctrine of fargtveneu through Christ, which was more 
generally understood, and to which many persons had de- 
voted themselves, as to inculcate the doctrine, which for the 
most part was considered as objectionable as it was novel, 
of sanetificoHan through Christ. And when we consider 
that holy living is not an accident, but that the principles at 
the bottom of iit may be regarded as constituting a depart- 
ment of religious science, it is certainly proper that some 
persons, who have the requisite experience and information, 
should particularly devote themselves to this form of reli- 
^ons labor. It is certainly a department of religious effort, 
which, in its higher application, is not entirely safe in the 
hands of those who are only beginners in the process of in- 
ward crucifixion. 

12. She remained at the house of Madame de Miramion, 
as nearly as can now be aseertuned, till the early part of 
the year 1^90. She then left nnder the following drcum- 
staneea. The project of the Marquis of Chan^alon, sustained 
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as it was bj the powerful influence of Monsieur de Harlai^ 
aided bj that of the king, was giren up. Providence had 
opened the waj to other domestic arrangements^ much more 
satisfactory in every respect It was at this time, that her 
daughter was married to Louis Nicholas Fouquet, Count de 
Yaux. Her consent to her daughter's marriage, which under 
other circumstances she refused at the expense of a continu- 
ance of her imprisonment, she now readily gave in &vor of 
this gentleman. She had met and formed an acquaintance with 
him, at the residences of some of her distinguished friends ; 
and such was the favorable impression she received of his 
character and morals, that she thought her daughter might be 
safely entrusted to his hands. They were married at the 
house of Madame de Miramion, who sympathized with 
Madame Guyon in an event of so much interest. This 
event, however, naturally led to a change of home. As her 
daughter was quite young, being scarcely in her fifleenth 
year, she thought she consulted her duty, as Well asu her 
personal happiness, in leaving her present residence, and in 
going to reside with her. The house of her daughter was a 
little distanee out of the city. 

13. Of the family and personal history of the Count de 
Yaux we know but little. He was connected, however, with 
the family of the Duchess of Charost, with whom Madame 
Guyon had formed an acquaintance. His father was Nicho- 
las Fouquet, Marquis of Belle-Isle ; a man of distinguished 
ability, who at the early age of thirty-eight held the import- 
ant post of Superintendent of the Finances of France, Fall- 
ing for some reasons, some of them of a public and others 
of a private nature, under the displeasure of his monarch 
Louis Fourteenth, he was arrested, tried, and condemned to 
perpetual banishment. This punishment was afterwards 
exchanged for that of imprisonment in the citadel of Pigne- 
rol. The common statement is, that he died in this citadel 
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ia 1680. Bat YoUaire, who has given a few interesdng 
particulars of him, says that he was assured bj his daughter- 
in-law, the Countess de Yaaz, (the daughter of Madame 
Giijon I suppose,) that he was released before his death 
&om his imprisonment, and permitted to retire to an estate 
belonging to his wile. Of his wife, who was a woman of 
pietj, and of merit in other respects, we have a short notice 
in Dangeau. 

^ Paris, Dec. 14, 1716. — Madame Foaquet died within 
these few days : she was eightj-foor years of age, and was 
the widow of the late M. Foaquet, saperintendent of the 
finances. She had lived in a very redred manner for 
many years, and was a woman of great piety. The poor 
are great losers by her death." 

14. Foaquet, -it seems, had resided for some time at 
Yaux ; where, in the days of his prosperity, he had lai^ 
possessions, and had built a splendid palace. It was from 
the place of his father's residence and of his possessions, 
I suppose, that the son, with whom Madame Guyon now re- 
sided, received his title of Count de Yaux. The marriage 
of her daughter with the Count naturally extended the 
sphere of her acquaintance. Among others she became in 
this way acquainted with Monsieur Fouquet, the unde of 
her son-in-law, who subsequently showed her various acts of 
kindness, and with whom she kept up a correspondence by 
letter. The uncle was a man not more distinguished by his 
position in society than he was for his ardent piety. The 
marriage of his nephew with Mademoiselle Guyon furnished 
an opportunity for forming an acquaintance, for which his 
religious sentiments had already prepared him. Under- 
standing Madame Guyon's views fully, he improved and 
defended them ; and may be said not only to have lived in 
them, but to have died in them. We shall have occasion to 
refer to him again. 
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Of the dufviving sons of Madame Ga jon, the eldest, Ar- 
inand Jaques Gajon, settled at Blots. The second reeeiyed) 
about this time^ an appointment as an officer in the French 
Guards. So that, independently 6f the special reasons fo^ 
going with the Coantess de Yaux, there was less necessity 
than there had jfbrmerly bden, of her keeping ap a separate 
family establishment. 

15. The following is one of her numerous letters, which I 
think may property be inserted here: 



LETTEB TO ONE WHO HAD THE CASE OF SOULS. 

"Sir, 

"You will bear with me when I express to you mf 
earnest desire, that yon may be enabled to render every 
possible assistance to souls who are seeking Grod. The great 
thing to be kept in view by religious pastors ait the preseni 
time, as it seems to me, is the distinction betw^n what may 
be called outward or ceremonial reli^oti on the? one hand, 
and inward religion or that of the he&rt on the other. Reli^ 
gion, in its full develq>ment, is the same thing with the 
inward kingdom or the reign of God in the soul. And cer- 
tain it is, that this inward or spiritual reign can never be 
established by outward ceremonies and observances alone. 

" It can be nothing new to you, sir, when I remark, that the 
religion of the primitive disciples of Christ was characterized 
by being inward. It was the religion of the soulV Thei 
Saviour made an Announcement of unspeakable importance,- 
when he said, -^ if is expedient far you thai I go away ; for 
if I go not away, the Comforter wiU hot come unto you. He 
seems to have intended by this announcement^ in part at 
least, to turn their attention from outward fhitigs, from every 
thing which was wholly exterior, however good it might be,- 
and to prepare their hearts to receive the fulness of the 
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IJolj Spirit, whiqti lie looked upon as the one thing nece9- 
sary. 

"' The form is merely the sign of the thing. I may, per- 
haps, give offence in sajing it, and am certainlj liable to be 
misanderstood ; but still it seems to me, that there maj even 
be such a thing as outward prajing, or prajing in the farm 
without the spirit; a sort oi praying, which does but little 
or no good. It is true, the Saviour gave a form of prayer, 
the Lord's Prayer, whidi is a very wonderful one. Never- 
theless, he rebukes long and ostentatious prayers, and dis- 
approves of frequent repetitions in prayer. He tells the 
disciples, that they are not heard for their much speaking ; 
and assigns as a veAaon^ that their heavenly Father knows 
what they want before they ask him. He says. When thou 
prayeat, enter into thy closet, and pray to thy Father who 
seeth in secret, and thy. Father who seeth in secret shall re-- 
ward thee openly. The object of these directions, which 
is not inconsistent with a suitable degree of external obser- 
vances, coincides with the object of the coming of the Holy 
Ghost, namely, to establish religion, not in things outward, 
but inward ; not in the utterance, but in that which utters ; 
not in the form, but in the spirit. 

'^ Oh, sir I how much it is to be desired, that all persons, 
getting beyond the aid of mere outward supports, may have 
their life /rom God and in God ! Such a day will certainly 
come to pass. We see already some evidences of its approach 
in the lives of those, who, in having no will but Christ's will, 
live by faith ; whose whole joy is in having dispositions that 
Bxefrom Grod and triVA God ; and t^ho regard all outward 
things as the mere transient signs and incidents, and not the 
reality of life. , 

"I repeat, sir, without meaning to disparage outward acts 
and observances when carried to a scriptural and reasonable 
extent, that it is of the greatest consequence to train souls 

VOL. II. 7 



74 LIFE AKD BELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 

for that higher experience, which, among other expreesions 
which designate it, may be described a$ die reign of God 
wiMn them. Let them not be diverted with a thousand 
little objects, and thoa be led to stop short of this great re- 
sult Oh that pastors would labor to this end 1 On the 
contrary, there are some who teach in such a manner as to 
draw aside some of those whom the Holy Spirit was draw- 
ing towards it 

<< In the sanctified heart, everif mountain, in the language 
of Scripture, is brought low and every vaUey i$ fUed. * Ev- 
ery mountain and hill is brought low,' by taking away aU 
love of our own greatness and excellence; a love which 
shows itself by an attachment to extraordinary performances^ 
and to remarkable methods of action ; methods and perform- 
ances in which the devil and nature rest satisfied, and in 
which they are apt to find their account In other words, 
every thing within us, which exalts itself in the pride and 
love of nature, is cast out or abased. 

<< And again, in the sanctified soul, * every valley is filled,' 
by being occupied with God and with Jesus Christ only. It 
is a great truth, that God does not and cannot fill the soul 
vrith himself, until he first empties it of every thing which is 
not himself. The mountain, which may be regarded as 
another name for the exaltation of nature, must first be 
brought low, and must be cast out. And into this void or 
valley, where a man may be said to possess himself without 
himself, God enters and fills it up. Truth takes the place 
of error. Holy dispositions take the place of unholy disposi- 
tions; and God, who embodies in himself all truth and. all 
holiness, and who always creates that immortal image which 
bears his own likeness, can never be absent where true and 
holy dispositions exist In such dispositions, of which he is 
the true light and life, he not only is, but he must be. With- 
out God in them, they cannot exist They are God's home. 
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«It is with earnestness, therefore, that I conjure yon, sir, to 
aid souls to the utmost of your power, in their spiritual pro- 
gress ; so that they may not stop short of God's inward 
reign. The subjection of human selfishness by holy love, 
and the subjection of the human will by union with the 
divine will ; — it is these which constitute a truly renovated 
nature, and which, because they thus constitute the same 
nature with Christ's nature, may be said to make Christ 
within us. Christ, in some future years, will come visibly, 
in the clouds of heaven. But, in the spiritual sense, and in 
some respects in the more important sense, he may come 
NOW ; he may come to-dat. Oh ! let us labor for his pres- 
ent coming ; not for a Christ jn the clouds, but for a Christ 
in the affections ; not for a Christ seen, but for a Christ felt ; 
not for a Christ outwardly represented, but for a Christ in- 
wardly realized. * Thou sendest forth thy Spirity God/ 
they are created; and thou renewed the face of the earth* 
Ps. dv. 30. 

^' On this subject it is difficult for me to express my feel- 
ings, so strong are the desires which exist in me. When 
will men renounce themselves, that they may find God? 
Willingly, full willingly, I would shed my blood, I would 
lay down my life, if I could see the world seeking and bear- 
ing Christ's holy image. 

^ I naaiain yours in our Lord, 

"Jeanne Marie B. de la Mothe Guton."* 



* See the work, entitled, " A DiBsertatioa on Pure Love by the Ardli- 
bishop of Cambray, with an acconnt of the Life and Writings of the 
Lady for whose sake he was banished from Court, together with an 
Apologetic Prefiice. Dublin, 1739." There are some letters and frag- 
loeats of letters in this work, whidi I believe are not to be found in the 
Uwge ooUectian of her letters in French, published at London in 1767. 
In this letter at in some othere, consnlting the good of the reader, as 
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16. Of her half-brother, who was associated with her 
opposers and enemies, we have had repeated occasion to 
make mention. She had an own brother also, Gregory de 
la Mothe, apparently a sincere and pious man, who had 
much more sympathy with her. He was connected with the 
Carthusians. It is to this brother that the following letter is 
directed. 



TO M. GREOOIBE BOUVIERES DE LA MOTHE. 

« My dear Brother, 

*^ I received a letter from you not long Qince. It is 
always with the greatest pleasure, that I receive any tidings 
from you ; but your last letter gave me more satisfaction 
than any previous ones. You are the only surviving mem- 
ber of our family, who appears to understand the dealings of 
God with me, and to appreciate my situation. I receive 
your letter, my dear brother, as a testimonial of Christian 
union and sympathy ; — a sympathy which I think you could 
not feel, if you had not something of the same experience. 
This state of mind can never be easily and fully understood, 
without a correspondent experience in the heart 

'< The Lord has seen fit to bless me much in the labors for 
a revival of inward religion, which he has enabled me to un- 
dertake in various places. This was especially the case in 
the city of Grenoble, where the work was very wonderfuL 
Oh ! it is good to give ourselves to the Lord in entire aban- 
donment ; — and sweet and full is the recompense which he 
returns for all that we sacrifice to him, and for all that we 
undergo in making the sacrifice. 

well as what a dae to Madame Gayon, J haye given the sentiment 
rather than the precise expression ; and, in order to do this, have heen 
obliged to re-adjast, in some respects, the order of the parts. 
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"I speak to yoa, my dear brother, witliout reserve ; and, 
supposing that you may be pleased to learn something of my 
spiritual condition at the present time, I will freely state it 
to you. And, in the first place, my soul, as it seems to me, 
is united to Grod in such a manner that my own will is en- 
tirely lost in the divine will. Indeed, without the entire loss 
of my own will, this blessed union could not exist. And 
when I speak of the will of God, I mean not merely his 
known will, but his unknown will ; not only what he has 
declared, but whatever there is as yet undeclared, which 
remains hidden and eternal in his own counsels. Of that 
wonderful and essential will, which is only another name 
for God himself, because his will, without being the whole of 
himself, necessarily embraces and includes himself, every 
moment, as it comes, is the true and unalterable expression. 
I live, therefore, as well as I can express it, out of myself 
and out of all other creatures, in union with God because I 
am in union with his will ; that will, which, though it Is 
essential and co-eternal with himself, is revealed and brought 
out of himself, and made in contact and in harmony with 
holy minds moment hy moment. It is thus, that God, by his 
sanctifying grace, has become to me All in all. The 
self which once troubled me, is taken away ; and I find it 
no more. And thus God, being made known in things or 
events, which is the only'way in which the I Am, or Infinite 
Existence, can be made known, every thing becomes, in a 
certain sense, God to me. I find God in every thing which 
is, and in every thing which comes to pass. The creature 
is nothing; (I speak now of myself ;) God is All. 

^ And if you ask why it is, that the Lord has seen fit to 
bless me in my labors, it is because he has first, by taking 
away my own will, made me a nothing. The instrumental- 
ity which recognizes God as the sole source of its own 
strength, and regards itself only as an instrumenty is the 

vol. n. 7* 
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instrumentalitj which God blesses. It is thus that he has 
seen fit to make use of a poor, weak woman, as an instru- 
ment in his own mighty hands, in bringing multitudes of 
different ages and conditions, priests as well as others, to a 
knowledge of himself. His own good Spirit, in the results 
which have been wrought in them, has put the seal to that 
which he has enabled me to say. , And in recognizing the 
hand of the Lord, I think I may well speak of God's agency 
physically, as well as mentally ; since he has sustained me 
in my poor state of health and in my physical weakness. 
Weak as I haye been, he has eoaUed me to talk in the day, 
and to write in the night. 

** After the labors of the day, I have, for some time past, 
spent a portion of the night in writing remarks or commen- 
taries on the Scriptures, not critical but {Hractical and spir- 
itual. I began this work at Grenoble; and though my 
labors were many and my health was poor, the Lord ena- 
bled me, in the course of six months, to write such remarks, 
more or less extended, on all the books of the Old Testa- 
ment 

" In this work so far, God has been pleased to give me Yery 
special assistance ; so that the train of thought, suggested by 
particular passages, has not been broken and confused, when 
my plans have been temporarily interrupted; but I have 
continued it afterwards, as if no interruptions had occurred. 
My mind has acted so freely and easily, that it seemed as if 
I had nothing to do but to move my hand in the copying 
down of my thoughts. It is possible that I may have written 
some things which will appear imperfect or en^neotts in the 
view of others ; some things peiiiaps which may seem to be 
inconsistent with the doctrines of the churdi,and which may 
expose me to ecclesiastical condemnation ; but as it seemed 
to me, that I acted in accordance with God's will and with 
the light which his Spirit gave me, I am obl%ed to teave 
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what I have done as it is, whateyer maj be the conse* 
quence. 

<< I am willing, in this as in other things, to commit aU to 
God, both in doing and snifering. To mj mind it is the 
height of blessedness to cease from oar own action, in ord&t 
that Grod maj act in us. I do not mean bj this to inculcate 
inactivity, or to say any thing which would seem to author* 
ize it. What I mean is, that we should not move in our 
own wisdom, but in the light of Grod, as it shines from 
within in a sanctified judgment, and as it is increased from 
without by his divine Providence. The great principle of 
practical sanctification is this ; — to desire nothing but what 
we now Juxve^ sin only excepted. God is in every thing but 
sin, and is therefore to be accepted in every thing, because 
sin is none of his ; and when we thus have God, by accepting 
him in all his manifestations and doings, we necessarily have 
every thing. He, therefore, who is in that high state of sub- 
mission and faith, that he has no diesire, no inclination, no 
wish for any thing but what he now has, both inwardly and 
outwardly, and who, in being thus, possesses Grod himself, 
because he is perfectly in God's will, is of all men the most 
happy. 

^ And this statement, my dear brother, expresses my own 
condition, as it is my prayer that it may express yours. 

" In such a state, riches and poverty, and sorrow and joy, 
and life and death, are the same. In such a state is the 
true heavenly rest, the true Paradise of the spirit 

<< In the hope and prayer that we may always be thus in 
the Lord, I remain, in love, your sister, 

^ Jeanne Masie B. de la Mothe Guton. 

«Dec.l2, 1689."* 

* See (Eayres Ck>inpl^te8 de Bossoet, Ev^ae de Meanx, tome xiL ; 
> Paris, 1836; p. 8. • 
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OOD THB FOUNTAIN OP LOVE TO HIS CHILDBEK. 
[Fxom her PoemB, ChuzchiU** Edition.] 

I love my God, but with no love of mine, 

For I have none to giv^ ; 
I love thee, Lord ; but all the love is thine. 

Far by thy life I live. 
I am as nothing, and i^joice to be 
Emptied, and lost, and swallowed up in Thee. 

Thou, Lord, alone, art all thy children need. 

And there b none beside ; 
From thee the streams of blessedness proceed ; 

In thee the Uess'd abide. 
Fountain of life, and all-abounding grace. 
Our source, our centre, and our dwelling place 



CHAPTER VI. 

Fenelouj archbishop of Cambray. His character. IBs early de- 
signs. Interesting letter. Sent by Lotus Fourteenth as a mi*- 
sionary to Poitou. Learns something of the character and reli- 
gious labors of Madame Guyon. On his return from Poitou^ in 
1688, ?ie passes through Montargis, and makes some inquiries in 
relation to her. Meets her for this first time at the country rest- 
dence of the Duchess of Charost, at Beine. They return to Paris 
together. Letters which passed between them. 

It is at this period of the life of Madame Guyon, that her 
history hecomes interwoven with that of Fenelon, archbishop 
of Cambraj, in a remarkable manner. Of the character of 
this distinguished man, whose personal history is so generally 
known, it is hardly necessary to speak. The remarks, how- 
ever, of the Chancellor D'Aguesseau on Fenelon, which are 
to be found in the Memoirs of the Life of his Father, seem 
to me to be so striking as well as just, that I am tempted to 
quote them here. 

2. ** Fenelon," says the Chancellor, " was one of those 
uncommon men who are destined to give lustre to their age ; 
and who do equal honor to human nature by their virtues, 
and to literature by their superior talents. He was affable 
in his deportment, ahd luminous in his discourse ; the pecu- 
liar qualities of which were a rich, delicate, and powerful 
imagination ; but which never let its power be felt. His 
eloquence had more of mildness in it than of vehemence ; 
and he triumphed as much by the charms of his conversa- 
tion, as by the superiority of his talents. He always brought 
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himself to the level of bia oompanj ; he never entered into 
disputation ; and he sometimes appeared to yield to others 
at the very time that he was leading them. Grace dwelt 
upon his lips. He discussed the greatest subjects with facil- 
ity ; the most trifling were ennobled bj his pen ; and upon 
the most barren he scattered the flowers of rhetoric. The 
peculiar, but unafiected mode of expression which he adopt- 
ed, made many persons believe that he possessed universal 
knowledge, as if by inspiration. It might, indeed, have been 
almost said, that he rather invented what he knew than, 
learned it. He was always original and creative ; imitating 
no one, and himself inimitable. A noble singulai'ity per- 
vaded his whole person ; and a certain undetlnable and sub- 
lime simplicity gave to his appearance the air of a prophet.'' 
8. The account which is given of him by his contempora- 
ry, the Duke de St Simon, is also striking. ^ Fenelon," 
6SLJS St. Simon, " was a tall man, thin, well made, and with 
a large nose. From his eyes issued the fire and animation 
of his mind like a torrent ; and his countenance was such 
that I never yet beheld any one similar to it, nor could it 
ever be forgotten if once seen. It combined every thing, 
and yet with every thing in harmony ; it was grave, and yet 
alluring ; it was solemn, and yet gay ; it bespoke equally the 
theologian, the bishop, and the nobleman. Every thing 
which was visible in it, as well as in his whole person, was 
delicate, intellectual, graceful, becoming, and, above all, noble. 
It required an eflbrt to cease looking at him. All the por- 
traits are strong resemblances, though they have not caught 
that harmony which was so striking in the original, and that 
individual delicacy which characterized each feature. His 
manners were answerable to his countenance. They had 
that air of ease and urbanity, which can be derived only 
from intercourse with the best society, and which diffused 
itself over all hia discourse.'* 



OF MADAME GUTON. 88 

. 4. Fenelon, who added ardent pietj to tlie highest order 
of talents, and to the graces of expression and manner which 
so arrested the attention of the historians and biographers 
of his times, had formed the purpose, under the inspiration 
of that .^great Power who is the life of all holy purposes, to 
live and act solelj for what he deemed the cause of God. 
His first plan was to go as a missionary to Canada, in North 
America, at that' time a province of France ; and which 
could not possibly famish any attractions to a person of his 
turn of mind, separate from what are found in religion. In 
the simplicity and love of his heart, he was willing to spend 
the splendid powers which God had given him, in instruct- 
ing a few ignorant savages in the way of life. 

Disappointed in this, he next turned his . attention to 
Greece ; and he indulged the hope, that he might be per- 
mitted to preach the gospel in a land which could not fail to 
be endeared to him by many classical and historical recol- 
lections. There is a letter extant, written at this time, which 
would be interesting if in no other light than as a memorial 
of the youthful Fenelon, in which the i^armth of his heart 
blends with the vividness of his imagination. It is dated at 
Sarlat, and was probably addr^sed to Bossuet. The follow- 
ing is a part of it. 

5. " Several trifling events have hitherto prevented my 
return to Fans ; but I shall at length set out, sir, and I shall 
almost fiy thither. But, compared with this journey, I medi- 
tate a much greater one. The whole of Greece opens be- 
fore me, and the Sultan files in terror ; — the Peloponnesus 
breathes agam in liberty, and the church of Corinth shall 
fiourish once more ; — the voice of the apostle shall be heard 
there again. I seem to be transported among those enchant- 
ing places and those inestimable ruins, where, while I collect 
the most curious relics of antiquity, I imbibe also its spirit. 
I seek for the Areopagus, where St. Paul declared to the 
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sages of the world the unknown God. I kneel down, O 
happj Patmos ! upon thy earth, and kiss the steps of the 
apostle ; and I shall almost believe that the heavens are 
opening on my sight Once more, after a night of such long 
darkness, the dayspring dawns in Asia. I behold the land 
which has been sanctified by the steps of Jesus, and crim- 
soned with his blood. I see it delivered from its profane- 
ness, and clothed anew in glory. The children of Abraham 
are once more assembling together from the four quarters 
of the earth, over which they have been scattered, to ac- 
knowledge Christ whom they pierced,, and to show forth the 
Lord's resurrection to the end of time." 

In this plan also he was disappointed. It was not the 
design of Providence to employ him either in Greece or 
America. There was work for him in France. 

6. It was a part of the system of Louis Fourteenth to 
establish throughout his dominions an uniformity of religion; 
and he had the sagacity to see, that, in carrying out this diffi- 
cult plan, he needed the aid of distinguished men. As a 
preliminary step to his ultimate purposes, Louis had re- 
voked the edict of Nantes. This edict, promulgated in 1598 
by Henry Fourth, einbodied principles of toleration, which 
furnished for many years a considerable degree of protection 
to the French Protestants. Intoxicated with power, and 
ignorant of that sacred regard which man ow«s to the reli- 
gious rights and principles of his feUow-man, he had com- 
menced, previously to its revocation, a series of hostile acts, 
entirely inconsistent with the terms and principl9§ of the 
edict of Henry. The sword was drawn in aid oi the church; 
blood had already been shed in some places ; and it is stated, 
that, soon after th^ revocation of the protecting edict, no less 
than fifty thousand families, holding their religion more pre- 
cious to them than worldly prosperity, left France.* 

* Bansset^s Life of Fenelon, vol. i. p. 18. 
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7. So desirous wi« the Fr^ich monarch of making the 
Boman Catholic religion the exclusive religion of his king- 
dom, that he united together different and discordant systems 
of proseljtism, and added the milder methods of persuasion 
to the argument of the sword. There were men among the 
Protestants who could never be terrified, but might possibly 
be convinced. And knowing the tenacity of their opinions, 
if not the actual strength of their theological position, he was 
desirous of sending religious teachers among them, who were 
distinguished for their ability, mildness, and prudence. It 
was under these circumstances and with these views, that he 
cast his eye upon the Ahh6 de Fenelon. 

8. The young Abb^ waited upon the king. He received 
from the monarch's lips the commission which indicated the 
field and the nature of his labors. The labor assigned him 
was the difiicult one of showing to the Protestants, whose 
property had been pillaged, whose families had been scat- 
tered, and whose blood had been shed like water, the truth 
and excellencies of the religion of their persecutors. Fene- 
lon, who understood the imperious disposition of Louis, and 
at the same time felt an instinctive aversion to the violent 
course he was pursuing, saw the difficulty of his position. 
He consented, however, to undertake this trying and almost 
hopeless embassy on one condition only ; a condition which 
shows the benevolence of his character and the soundness 
of his judgment at this eariy period of his life ; — namely, 
that the armed farce should he removed from the province to 
which he should he sent (ts a rmssioTiary, and that military 
coercion should cease. 

9. It was in the distant province of Poitou, which Louis 
had assigned him as the field of his missionary labors, that 
Fenelon first heard of Madame Guyon. By means which are 
now not known to us, he became acquainted with the remark- 
able story of her missionary labors, of her writings on reli- 
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gion and religioos experieoo^ and of the bigh and some- 
what peculiar character of her pietj. Nor did it escape his 
notice, that, even in this remote provincey her enemies bad 
scattered abroad their misrepresentatioos. His desire to 
know something more of a woman, whose great mental 
power and laborious piety had made her one of the religious 
reformers of her age, had not ceased, when, after nearly a 
three years' residence, he had completed the labors of his 
mission in Foitou ; a mission in which he eminently secured 
the respect and affection of those fr6m whom he differed in 
opinion. 

On his return, in the latter part o( the year 1688, he 
passed through the city of Montargis, which was the early 
scene of Madame Guyon's life. Thinking it proper to learn 
all that he conveniently opuld of her character, befot^ he 
formed tluit more intimate acquaintance which he evidently 
designed to establish after his return to Paris, he made at 
Montargis all those inquiries which seemed to be necessary. 
^ Q9estioning several persons respecting her," says M. de 
Bausset, '^ persons who had witnessed her conduct during 
her early years, and while she was married, he was inter- 
ested by the unanimous testimonies which he heard of her 
piety and goodness." 

10. .When he arrived at Paris, he learaied more distinctly 
the facts, which had reached him in the distant field of his 
missionary labors. He learned also, that the woman, whom 
something in his heart told him that he ought not only to 
see, but to learn from her oym lips the principles on which 
she had made so great religious progress, was in disgrace 
with the monarch, who had placed him in the important 
mission of Poitou, and who contemplated placing him in still 
more jesponsible situations. It js true, that, at the solicita- 
tion of Madame de Maintenon, he had released her from 
prison ; but he neither then, nor ever afterwards, expressed 
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anj thing but distrust of her opinionSf jmd either indifferenee 
or aversion to her person. Had Fenelon, knowing as he did 
the jealous and imperious tendencies of the mind of Louis, 
consulted merely worldly interest, he would have avoided 
her. But, following the suggesticHis of his own benevolent 
heart, and of that silent voice which God utters in the souls 
of those who love him, he did otherwise. 

11. Fenelon met Madame Gujon, for the first time, at 
the house of the Duchess of Charost. At the country resi- 
dence of this lady, who had a retired establishment at the 
village of Beine, situated a few miles beyond Versailles, in 
the direction of and beyond St. Cyr, Madame Gruyon made 
frequent visits. She had long been acquainted with the 
duchess. It was a nephew of this lady, to whom Madem^ 
selle Guyon was afterwards married- 
It would somewhat save a{>pearances, therefore, if Fenelon 
could meet her here. And, accordingly, their meeting at 
thb place seems to have been the result of a private arrange- 
ment, which was brought about by the aid oi their common 
friends. They were already mutually acquainted by repu- 
tation ; and it is but reasonable to suppose, that it was mu- 
tually pleasing to them to form a personal acquaintance* 
But it is very clear, I think, that the leading motive was 
a purely religious one. They conversed together at much 
length, not on worldly subjects, for thai was foreign to 
their feelings ; not on the external arrangements and progress 
of the church, for that was a subject which had been familiar 
to them from childhood ; but on a subject vastly more important 
than either, that of imoard religum* The immense import- 
ance of the subject, the correspondence between the doctrines 
of a transforming and sanctifying spirituality and the deeply 
felt needs of his own soul, the presence and fervid eloquence 
of a woman, whose rank, beauty, and afflictions could not 
fail to excite an interest exceeded only by that of her 
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evangelical simplidtj and sanctity, made a deep impression 
on the mind of Fenelon, which remained with him ever after. 

After spending a part of the day in this manner, thej both 
returned to Paris in the same carriage, accompanied only bj 
a young female attendant, whom Madame Guyon kept with 
her ; which gave them still farther opportunity to prosecute 
this interesting conversation, and to explain more particu- 
larly her views of religious experience and growth. This 
was in the latter part of the year 1688 ; at which time she 
resided at the house of Madame de Miramion. ^ From that 
time,'* says the author from whom I derive these statements, 
** they were intimate friends.'* * 

12. If it was this interview to which Madame Guyon 
refers in her Autobiography, it would seem, that they saw 
each other the next day. This second interview took place, 
as I suppose, at the house of a mutual friend, the Duchess 
of Bethune. " Some days after my release from prison," 
she says, " having heard of the Abb^ de Fenelon, my mind 
was taken up with him with much force and sweetness. It 
seemed to me, that the Lord would make me an instrument 
of spiritual good to him ; and that, in the experience of a 
common spiritual advancement, he would unite us together 
in a very intimate manner. I had an opportunity of seeing 
him the next day. [This was her first interview at the 
house of the Duchess of Charost.] I inwardly felt, however, 
that this interview, without failing to increase his interest in 
the subject of the Interior Life, did not fully satisfy him. 
And I, on my part, experienced something which made me 
desire to pour out my heart more fully into his. But' there 



* " Relation de I'Origine, da Progr^, et de la Condemnaiion da Qaiet- 
isme repanda en France, avec plusienrs Anecdotes curieuses" — a work 
ascribed to Monsieur Fhclipeaux, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, and a par- 
tiealar friend of Bossaet. 
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was Dot as jet an entire oorrespondence in oar views and 
experience, which made me suffer mnch on his accoant. 

13. ^ It was in the early part of the next day that I saw him 
again, [at the house of the Duchess of Bethune.] My soul 
desired that he might be all that the Lord would have him 
to be. We remained together for some time in silent prayer; 
and not withont a spiritual blessing. The obscurity which 
had hitherto rested upon his spiritual views and exercises 
began to disappear ; but still he was not yet such as I de- 
sired him to be. During eight whole days he rested as a 
burden on my spirit. During that time my soul suffered and 
wrestled for him ; and then, the agony of my spirit passing 
away, I found inward rest. Since that time, looking upon 
him as one wholly given to the Lord, I Jiave felt myself 
united to him without any obstacle. And our union of spirit 
with each other has increased ever since, alter a manner 
pure and ineffable. My soul has seemed to be united to 
his in the bond of divine love, as was that of Jonathan to 
David. The Lord has given me a view of the great designs 
he has upon this person, and how dear he is to him.'' 

14. During the interviews between Madame Guyon and 
Fenelon which have been mentioned, some reference seems 
to have been made to her writings. The Short Method of 
Prayer, and the work entitled the Torrents, had already 
been published. She had other writings in manuscript, and 
was desirous that Fenelon should see them. This explains, 
in part, what is said in the following letter, which appears to 
have been the first that passed between them. 

"Paris, November, 1688. 
"^ To the Abb4 de Fenelon. 

" I take the liberty to send you some of my writings. 
It is my desire that you should act the part of a censor in 
regard to tliem. Mark with your, disapproval every thing 
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in them, which oomes from the imperfections of the creature 
rather than from the Spirit of God. I have other writings, 
whidiy if I did not fear to fatigue jou, it would please me 
much to bring nnder your notice, to be preserved or to be 
destroyed as you might think them worthy of preservation 
or otherwise. If I should learn that you do not consider 
those which are now sent as unworthy of your attention, I 
may send the others at some future time. As I send them 
in the ^trit of submission to your thedogical and critical 
judgment, and with entire sincerity, I count upon it that 
you will spare nothing which ought not to be spared* 
When you shall have read the sheets which I have sent 
to you, you will do me a &vor by returning them with your 
corrections 

^ Permit me to expect that you will deal with me with- 
out oeremMiy. Have no regard to me, separate from what 
is due to truth and to God's gbry. Grod has given me great 
confidence in you ; but he does not allow me to cause you 
trouble. And yon will tell me frankly when I do so. I am 
ready to keep up some ccnrespondence with you. If God 
inspires you with different views, let me know without hesi- 
tation. I readily submit > myself to you. I have already 
followed your advice in the matter of confession. 

''And now I will turn to another subject. For seven 
days past, I have been in a state of continual prayer for you« 
I call it prayer, although the Btate of mind has been some- 
what peculiar. I have desired nothing in particular ; have 
asked nothing in particular. But my soul, presenting con- 
tinually its object before God, that God's will might be 
accomplished and God's glory might be manifested in it, has 
been like a lamp that bums without ceasing. Such was the 
prayer of Jesus Christ. Such is the prayer of the Seven 
Spirits who stand before God's throne, and who are well 
compared to seven lamps that bom night and day. It seems 
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to me, that the designs of mercy, which God has upon 701I9 
are not yet accomplished. Toar soul is not jet brought 
into full barmcmj with God, and therefore I suffer. Mj 
suffering is great I/fj prajer is not jet heard. 

" The prajer which I offer for jou is not the work of the 
creature. It is not a prajer self*made, formal, and outward. 
It is the Toice of the Holj Ghost uttering itself in the soul, 
an inward burden which man cannot prevent nor controL 
The Hoi J Ghost prajB ynth effect. When this inward yoioe 
ceases, it is a sign, that the grace which has been suppli- 
cated is sent down. I have been in this state %i mind be- 
fore for other souls, but never with such struggle of spirit, 
and never for so long a time. God's designs will be accom- 
plished upon joa. I speak with omfidence ; but I think it 
cannot be otherwise. You maj delaj the result bj resist- 
ance ; but jou cannot hinder it. Opposition to God, who 
comes to redaim the full dominion of the heart, can have 
no other effect than to increase and probng the inward suf- 
iering. Pardon the Christian plainness with which { ex- 
press mjself. ,, J ^ 3 ^^ ^^ MoTHE Gutok." 

15. Some of the letters which passed between them, perhaps 
for particular reasons, are without either direction or signa- 
ture. This is sometimes the case with other letters. Mad- 
ame Gujon was so situated, that a degree of care, and even 
of concealment, in her intercourse with others, was some- 
times necessarj. We have thought it proper, in a few 
instances, to supplj such omissions as are now referred to, 
when the manner of doing it was verj obvious, either from 
the letter or in some other waj. 

16. There are some expressions in this letter, and others 
similar in other places, which it maj be proper to explain. 
Directed bj that inward light which is appropriate to the 
holj mind, she had offered up her prajers for Fenelon, 
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during seven days In succession, with that suffering and 
straggle of spirit with which she had prayed ibr others, and 
perhaps still more earnestly. But the expressions which 
she uses in relation to these mental exercises are worthy of 
notice. She presented htm before God, 

And this leads me to say, in explanation of these and 
other expressions which she employs, that the prayer of the 
truly subdued and sanctified soul may be regarded as in 
some respects different from that of others. It is not always 
distinctly petitionary in form ; still less is it what may be 
termed argumentative. In other words, it does not, as it 
were, assail God with a multitude of consecutive reasons, 
as if he were ignorant of the case, or were hard to be per- 
suaded ; but, in the exercise of a faith which can never 
distrust either God's wisdom dr goodness, it simply presents 
the object before'liim, that he may be glorified in it ; accom- 
panied, in a greater or less degree, with a burden or moaa* 
ing of the spirit, which is scHnetimes very intense. This 
inward sorrow of spirit, of which God himself is the author, 
involving as it does a strong desire for the good of the object 
which occasions it, always purified and ennobled also by a 
deep and entire submission, is a prayer which is peculiarly 
acceptable and efficacious with God. It is the kind of 
prayer, as it seems to me, which is described in the eighth 
chapter of Romans, twenty-sixth verse. << Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth oar infirmita/^^ ; for we know not what 
we shovld prai^ for as we ought ; bnt the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us wUh groanxTigs which cannot he uttered^* 

17. It was thus that a correspondence commenced, which 
continued a number of years. They had ppportunities of 
seeing each other both at Parid and Versailles. But still it 
was not convenient, and perhaps was not proper, that they 
should see each other very often. But the deep interest felt 
by Madame Guyon on the one hand, and the many questions 
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which Fenelon foond it- necessarj to propoee to her higher 
ezperienee on the other, rendered it neoeasarj that thej 
should coirrespond with each other* The very next day she 
wrote another letter as follows : — 



"Paris, November, 1688. 
« To the Abb^ de Fenelon. 

" I did myself the pleasure to write to ydu yesterday mom* 
ing. I mentioned the interest which my soul felt for yours. 
That interest stiU continues. So deeply absorbing has been 
the application . of my soul to God on your account, that I 
hare slept but little during the past night And at this mo- 
ment I can give an idea of my state only by saying., diat my 
spirit, in the interest which it feels for your entire renova* 
tion, bums and consumes itsdf within me. 

'^I have an inward conviction, that the obstacle, which 
has hitherto separated you from God, is diminishing and 
passing away. Certain it is, that my soul begins to feel a 
spiritual likeness and union with yours, which it has not pre- 
viously felt. Grod appears to be making me a medium of 
communicatiog good to yourself, and to be imparting 'to my- 
soul, graces, which are ultimately destined to reach and to 
bless yours. It may not be improper to say, however, that, 
while he is blessing and raising you in one direction, he 
seems to be doing thai whjch may be the means of profita- 
ble ^humiliation in another, by making a woman, and one 
so unworthy ais myself, the channel ai communicating his 
favors. But I too must be willing to be where God has 
placed me, and not refuse to be an instrument in his hands. 
He assigns me my work. And my work is to be an instru- 
ment And it is because I am an instrument, which he 
employs as he pleases, that he will not let me go* Never- 
theless, he makes me happj in being his prisoner. He hMs 
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me incessandj, and still more stronglj than ever, in his 
presence. And my bosiness there is to present jou before 
him, that his will maj be acoompliithed in you. And I can* 
not doubt, that the will of God is showing itself in mercj, 
and that you are entering into union with him, because I 
find, that my own soul, which has already experienced this 
union, is entering into union with you through him ; and in 
such a manner as no one can well explain, who has not had 
the expmence of it. 

**! have strong confidence in the opinions wfaidi, from 
time to time, I express to yoa« These opinions, as I cannot 
doubt, are formed under the inward guidance of the Holy 
Spirit ; but still they have all the appearance of being pure- 
ly naitunral cperatioM of die human mind. What I mean to 
say, is, that my mind does not form its conclusions by the 
extraordinary methods of dreams, inward voioes, and spir- 
itual lights of such a nature that they are not reconcilable 
with the ordinary operations of the mind. Such sources of 
development and knowledge, speaking in no unlavorable 
terms, and allowing all that belongs to them, are liable to be 
misunderstood, and to lead persons astray. My mind, divest- 
ed, at fength, of that selfishness which once influenced it, and 
existing, as I think, in simplicity and purity, is in that^ posi- 
tion which is most certain to receive the secret inspirations 
of an mward divine guidance, without those doubtful aids 
which have been re^ured to, and which belong to a lower 
degree of religious experience. So easy, so natural, so 
prompt, are tbe decisions of the sanctified soul on all moral 
and religions subjects, that it seems to reach its conclusions 
iniuiHvdy. And if Buch a person is asked for the reason of 
the opinion which he gives, it is not always easy for him to 
analyze his mental operations, and to give it. At the same 
time, he retains great confidence in the opinion itself, as 
being the true voice of God in the soul, although it may not 
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be an aaukhU one. And I have found that Qod, in a very 
remarkable manner, bears witness to and yerifies the con- 
elusions which he thus forms in holy souls. 

^ I would not have any one infer from what has been said, 
that I suppose souls which have passed through the death 
of nature are infidlible. There are yarious inquiries, (those, 
for instance, ci a purely natural or scientific character,) in 
which they are liable to err as well as others. But it is still 
true, that God teaches holy souls. And we may reasonably 
and confidently expect, that he will not permit those who 
are in renoTation and true simplicity of spirit to fall into 
errors on moral and religious subjects, which will be to 
themselves spiritually hurtful. 

^ I express myself fully and freely to jou ; but I do not 
to everybody. There are some persons who are not in a 
state which corresponds with mine ; and therefore there are 
some things I might say, which they would not be in a situa- 
tion to understand. Your situation is different Looking 
to God for guidance, I have no doubt that he will give me 
that which it will be proper and necessary to say to you. 
Perhaps, even in your ease^ oomparatively favorable as it is, 
there may be a diffi^nhy in fully understanding everf thing 
at present Permit me, therefcMre, to request, that you will 
remember the suggestions I make, in the full confidence that 
you will appreciate their application and their truth at some 
future time. You will see things, I have no doubt, taking 
place in their appointed time and order ; and you will see it 
in such a manner as to furnish to you an evidence, that God 
is making use of one so small and so unworthy as myself, as 
a means of communicating his mercy and of accomplishing 
his designs upon you. 

"This instrumentality, which may be applied to some 
extent when we are at a distance from each other, cannot 
fail to be beneficial, provided there is a proper correspond 
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denee on your part Do not be deceived. Do not r^aid 
this humble instrumentality a useless thing. It is certainly 
no unreasonable thing that God requires of jou a humble, 
teachable spirit, as one of those forms of experience- in^iich 
are involved in your entire loss and union in him. Be so 
humble and childlike as to submit to the dishonor, if such it 
may be called, of receiving blessings from €rod through one 
so poor and unworthy as myself; and thus, the grace which 
God has imparted to my own heart flowing instrumentally 
into yours, and producing a similarity of dispositions, our 
souls shall become like two rivers, mingling in one chan- 
nel, and flowing on together to the ocean. Receive, then, 
the prayer of this poor heart, since God wilb it to be 
so. The pride of nature, in one in your situation, will cry 
out against it ; but remember that the grace of God is 
magnified through the weakness of the instrumentality he 
employs. Accept this method in entire contentment and 
abandonment of spirit, (as I have no doubt that you will,) 
simply becau$e God wills %L And be entirely assured, that 
God will bless his own instrumentality, in granting every 
thing which will be necessary to you. 

'< I dose by repeating the deep sympathy and correspon- 
dence of spirit, which I have with you. 

<< Jeanne Mabie B. db la Mothe Guton.** 



CHAPTER VII. 

Reliyious state of Fendon. His entire consecration to God. Per~ 
plexities connected with his inward experience. His correspon- 
dence with Madame Guyon. Interesting letter written by him in 
answer to one received from her. On the various and successive 
steps of inward crucifixion. Of unfavorable and selfish habits 
of the wHl, and of the necessity of correcting them. Of the pririr 
ciple of faith in Us relation to reason. 

Thqsb who are acquainted with the personal history of 
Fenelon, know how fuUj he combined greatness of intellect 
with humilitj and benevolence of temper ; so that it was not 
difficult for him to associate with others, or even to receive 
instruction in those particulars in which his own experience 
was defective. And accordingly he did not hesitate, in his 
personal intercourse with Madame Guyon, and in his written 
correspondence, to state frankly those points in which he 
needed advice. He was already a religious man ; reli- 
gious in a high sense ; but still it seemed to him that he was 
not all that he ought to be, and not all that with divine 
aid he could be. He panted for higher advancements. He 
could not rest, until, in the possession of victory over the 
natural evils of the heart, he had become one with God in 
freedom from selfishness, and in purity and perfectness of 
love. 

2. The first struggle of his mind seemed to turn upon the 
point, whether he should make to God that entire and abso- 
lute consecration of himself in all things, without which it is 
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impossible that those higher results should be realized, to 
which his mind was now directed. In a mitigated sense he 
had already done it ; but there was something more : it must 
now be formal, decisive, entire, and for ever. The struggle 
is generally as severe at this pomt as at any ; but when this 
is surmounted, every thing else will infallibly follow in its 
own time and place. We do not mean to say, that every 
thing, or that any thing, will come in precise conformity to 
our anticipations of it ; but it will come just as God would 
have it come. 

3. Having taken this first and great step, having laid 
himself upon the altar of sacrifice, he awaited the dealings 
of God with submission, but not without some degree of per- 
plexity. The way was new ; and it baffled in his case, as it 
generally does in others, all the conjectures of merely human 
wisdom. The matter of forgiveness through Jesus Christ, as 
our Saviour from the penalty of the violated law, was easily 
understood ; but that of holy living, that of being kept mo- 
ment by moment, in distinction from forgiveness in the first 
instance, presented itself as a problem attended with differ- 
ent incidents, and perhaps involving new principles. It was 
under these cinsumstances, and in this state of mind, that 
he thought it entirely proper to avail himself of Madame 
Guyon's higher experience and inward wisdom. For two 
years they kept up a frequent intercourse by letter^ — a 
correspondence in whidi it is easy to see her untiring 
patience and her deep religious insight. It was hard for 
him at first to understand, and to realize in practice, the 
great lesson of living by faith alone. Even at the end of 
some six or eight months after their correspondence com- 
menced, he had questions to propose, and difficulties which 
required to be resolved. 

4. It was in this state of things, that she wrote to him a 
long letter, hi which she gives a general view of the process^ 
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in wbicli tbe soul, that is entirely consecrated to God, mi- 
dergoes tbe successive steps of inward cracifixion and of 
progressive conformity, until it realizes tbe bighest results. 
She took great pains with it The communication now 
referred to does not now appear in her works in the form of 
a letter, but is usually printed as a separate treatise. It is 
entitled, A concise View of the Souts Return to Gody and 
of^ts Reunion with him,* 

To this long paper, which shows, not only her ability, but 
her willingness to labor for tbe good of others, we find a 
well-digested answer, written at some length, from Fenel<m ; 
of which tbe following is a summary : — 

[Paris,] «Aug. 11, 1689. 

^ To Madame de la Mothe Guyon. 

<^ I think, Madame, that I understand, in general, tbe 
statements in the last paper which you had the kindness to 
send to me ; in which you describe the various experiences 
which characterize the soul's return to God by means of 
simple or pure faith. I will endeavor, however, to recapitu- 
late some of your views, as they present themselves to me, 
in order that I may learn from you, whetiiier I correctly 
understand them. 

^< L Tbe first step which is taken (at least such would be 
the natural order) by tbe soul that has formally and perma- 
nently given itself to God, would be to bring what may be 
cidled its external powers, that is to say, its natural appe- 
tites and propensities, under subjection. It is not possible 
for the consecrated soul^ to avoid doing this. This would 
naturally be tbe first strife, tbe first place and occasion of 

* In French, the only language as I suppose in which it has been 
published, it is entitled, PetU Abrade la Voie etdela Mfitmn de VAme 
hDuM, 
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struggle, in that series of inward and outward contests which 
is destined ultimately to bring the whole man into subjection. 
The religious state of ihe soul at such times is characterized 
by that simplicity which shows its sincerity, and that it is 
sustained by faith. So that, in the contest of which we are 
now speaking, the soul does not act of itself alone, but follows 
and cooperates, with all its power, with that grace which is 
^ven it. It gains the victory through faith. 

^ n. The second step, in the process of actually realizing 
in inward experience what is prospectively and virtually 
involved in the act of entire consecration to God, is to cease 
to rest on the pleasures of inward sensibility. The struggle 
here is, in general, more severe and prolonged than in the 
first contest It is hard for us to die to these inward tastes 
and relishes, which make us feel so happy, and which God 
usually permits us to enjoy and to rest upon in our first 
experience. When we lose our inward happiness, that is to 
say, that inward buoyancy and exhilaration of spirit which 
depends upon numerous circumstances, we are very apt to 
think that we lose God ; not considering that the moral life 
of the soul does not consist in pleasure, but in union with 
God's will, whatever that may be. The victory here also is 
by faith ; acting, however, in a little different way. 

" III. Having gained the victory over all undue and inor- 
dinate action of the physical nature, and being crucified also 
to those forms of inwardf support which depend merely upon 
pleasurable emotions, another step in the process is that of 
entire crucifixion to any reliance upon our virtues, either out- 
ward or inward. The habits of the life of self have become 
so strong, that there is hardly any thing, in which we do not 
take a degree of complacency. Having gained the victory 
over its senses, and become temperate in all things, and 
having gained so much strength, that it can live by faith, 
independently of the support of inward pleasurable excite- 
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ments, the soul begins to take a degree of satisfiictioiiy which 
is secretly a selfish one, in its Tirtoes, in its troth, its tem- 
perance, its fiuth, its bene^olencey and to rest in them as if 
they were its awn, and as if they gave it a claim of accept- 
ance on the groond of its merit This is a state of things 
inconsistent with entire acceptance with God, and is wrong. 
It becomes necessary, therefore, in the process of inward 
cnidfixion, that we should die to onr rirtnes. It is not 
meant, howcTer, as every one will readily understand, that 
we are to be dead to the practice of them. That would be 
a great error; but we are to be dead to them as seifi- 
originated yirtues, as our own virtues. We are to be dead 
to them, considered as coming from ourselTes ; and alive to 
them only as the gifts and the power of Grod. We are to 
have no ]>eroeption or life to them, in the sense of taking a 
secret satisfaction in them ; and are to take satisfaction in 
the Giver of them only. 

^' lY. A fourth step in this process is this. It consists in 
a cessation or death to that repugnance which men naturally 
feel to those dealings of God which are involved in the 
process of inward crucifixion. We must die to our aver- 
sions, as well as to our desires. The blows which God 
sends upon us, when we are renovated in this respect, are 
received without those feelings of opposition which once 
existed, and existed oftentimes with great power. The 
soul, when it has arrivM at this state, resists nothing ; it is 
offended at nothing. So clear is its perception of God*s 
presence in every thing; so strong is its faith, that those 
apparently adverse dealings, which were once exceedingly 
trying, are now received, not merely with acquiescence, but 
with cheerfulness. It kisses the hand that smites it 

" V, When we have proceeded so far, we may say with a 
good deal of reason, that the natural man is dead. And 
then comes, as a fifth step in this process, the N£W Lurs; 

VOL. II. 9* 
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not merely the heginning of a new life, but a new life in the 
higher sense of the tenns, the resurrection of the life of lave. 
All those gifts which the soul before sought in its own 
strength, and which it perverted and rendered poisonous 
and destructive to itself, bj thus seeking them out of God, 
are now richly and fully returned to it, by the great Giver 
of all things. It is not the design or plan of God (his na- 
ture will not allow of any such design or plan) to deprive 
his creatures of happiness, but only to pour the cup of bitter- 
ness into all that happiness, and to smite all that joy and 
prosperity which the creature has in any thing oiU qf him- 
self. There is a moral law of happiness, which is ' as un- 
chai^;eable as the unchangeableness of moral principles. 
He smites the false happiness, or happiness founded on false 
principles, which is only the precursor of real and perma- 
nent misery, in order that he may establish the true and 
everlasting happiness, by bringing the soul into perfect com- 
munion and union with himself, and by enabling it to drink 
the living water from the Everlasting Fountain. And the 
soul has this new life, and all the good and happiness ii^ 
volved in it, by ceasing from its awn action, (that is to say, 
from all action except that which is in cooperation with 
God,) and letting God live and act in it 

^ YL And this life, in the sixth place, becomes a truly 
transformed life, a life in union toith Godj when the will of 
the soul becomes not only conformed to Grod practically and 
in fact, but is conformed to him in every thing in it, and in 
the relations it sustains, which may be called a diepodtion 
or tendency. It is, then, that there is such a harmony be- 
tween the human and divine will, that they may properly 
be regarded as having become one. This, I suppose, was 
the state of St. Paul, when he says, ^ J live ; get not I, ha 
Christ liveih in me.' That is to say, through the power of 
fiiith in God through (%risty he was what Christ would have 
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been in his situation; he had Christ's spirit; he had the 
same simplidtj of motive, the same union with God's wilL 
And thus the soul, which had first died to its own or self- 
originated action, and dying again, as it were, to its own 
inactivityj takes a new life, hj, acting no longer from itseli^ 
but in cooperation with Grod. 

^< It is not enough to be merely passive under God's deal- 
ings. Passivity, or the spirit of entire submission, is a great 
grace ; but it is a still higher attainment to become flexible ; 
that is to oay, to move with perfect ease, and without any . 
inward repugnance, in GU)d's movement, and just as he 
would have us move. This state of mind might perhaps be 
termed the spirit of cooperation^ or of divine cooperation* 
In this state the will is not only subdued ; but, what is very 
important, all tendency to a different or rebellious state is 
taken away. The soul now acts or suffers, acts or is inac- 
tive, just as Grod would have it to be ; and as it does this 
without the trouble of first overcoming contrary dispositions, 
it does it without pain. It may suffer in its outward rela- 
tions; it may suffer for others; there may be suffering in 
Tarious degrees in the natural sensibilities ; but all selfish- 
ness, and all tendency to selfishness, being taken away, it no 
bnger suffers in its interior and central nature. In other 
words, the principle of faith, which is the true centre of the 
renovated soul, sends out such pure and rejoicing consola- 
tions as to counterbalance all painful influences. Of such a 
soul, which is described as the Temple of the Holy Ghost, 
Grod himself is the dweller and the light 

^ This transformed soul does not cease to advance in holi- 
ness. It is transformed witiiiout remaining where it is ; new 
without being stationary. Its life is love, aM love ; but the 
capacity of its love continually increases, 

^ Such, Madame, if I understand them, are essentially the 
sentiments of the letter which you had the kindness to send 
me. 
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** I wish jou to write me, whether the statement which I 
have now made, corresponds with what you intended to 
convey. 

** I would make one or two remarks further in explana- 
tion of what has been said. One of the most important steps 
in the process of inward restoration is to be found in the 
habits of the wilL This I have already alluded to, but it is 
not generally well understood. A man may, perhaps, have 
a new life ; but it cannot be regarded as a perfectly trans- 
formed life, a life brought into perfect harmony with God, 
until all the evil influences of former habits are corrected. 
When this takes place, it is perhaps not easy to determine ; 
but must be left to each one's consciousness. This process 
must take place in the will, as well as in other parts of the 
mind. The action of the will must not only be free and 
right, but must be relieved from all tendency in another 
direction resulting from previous evil habits. 

" When selfishness is entirely removed from the affections, 
and when the will is in a state of entire dUappropriaiiony or 
freedom from self, so as to act entirely in accordance with 
the affections, and when the tendencies of former habits have 
ceased in both cases ; then the soul, departing from itself as 
that self was, enters fully into Grod, and not only becomes 
one with him in the conformity of obedience, but one with 
him in the entire concurrence and harmony of spiritual 
nature. The work of spiritual union is not entirely com- 
pleted, till these results have been realized. 

'< Another remark which I have to make, is in relation to 
faith. That all this great work, the outlines of which you 
have given in your letter, is by faith, is true ; but I think 
we should be careful, in stating the doctrine of faith, not to 
place it in opposition to reason. On the contrary, we only 
say what is sustained both by St. Paul and St. Augustine, 
when we assert, that it is a very reasoncMe thing to heUeve, 
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Faith is a different thing from mere physical and emotive 
impulse ; and it would be no small mistake to confound 
those who walk by faith in the true sense of the terms, with 
thoughtless and impulsive persons and enthusiasts. 

" Faith is necessarily based upon antecedent acts of intel- 
ligence. By the use of those powers of perception and rea- 
soning, which Grod has given us, we have the knowledge of 
the existence of God. It is by their use also, that we know 
that Grod has , spoken to us in his revealed word. In thai 
word, which we thus receive and verify by reason, we have 
general truths laid down, general precepts communicated; 
applicable to our situation and duties. But these truths, 
coming from him who has a right to direct us, are authorita- 
tive. They command. And it is our province and duty, in 
the exercise of faith in the goodness and wisdom of him 
who issues the command, to yield obedience, and to go 
wherever it may lead us, however dark and mysterious the 
path may now appear. It is thus, in the language of St. 
John of the Cross, that we walk in the obscurity or night of 
faith ; doing without knowing what we do, and going with- 
out knowing where we go. But such faith, although it is 
not identical with reason, is still not in opposition to it, but 
rather rests upon it. Those who walk by faith, walk in 
obscurity ; but they know that there is a light above them, 
which will make all clear and bright in its appropriate time. 
We .trust ; but, as St. Paul says, we know in wham we have 
trusted. 

^ I illustrate the subject, Madame, in this way. I suppose 
myself to be in a strange country. There is a wide forest 
before me, with which I am totally unacquainted, although I 
must pass through it. I accordingly select a guide, whom 
I suppose to be able to conduct me through these ways 
never before trodden by me. In foUowing this guide, I 
obviously go by faith ; but as I know the character of my 
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guidey and as my intelligence or reason tells me that I ought 
to exercise sach faith, it is dear that mj fiiith in him it not 
in oppositioa to reason, but is in accordance with it. On 
the contrary, if I refuse to have faith in my guide, and 
undertake to make my way through the forest by my own 
sagacity and wisdom, I may properly be described as a per- 
son without reason, or as unreasonable ; and should probably 
suffer for my want of reason by losing my way. Faith and 
reason, therefore, if not identical, are not at variance. 

^ Fully subscribing, with these explanations, to the doc- 
trine of faith as the life and guide of the soul, 

^ I remain, Madame, jonrs in our common Lord, 

<* Francis S. db la Mothe Fekelon." 
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The principlet of the inward life, which he had thus 
learn^ irom the conversations and correspondence of Mad- 
ame Giijon, commended themselves entirely to the mind of 
Fenelon. It is trae, that these principles, saying nothing 
of the support they have in the Scriptures, are found with 
dight variations in many of the Mystic writers ; in Kempis 
and Thauler, in Ruysbroke, in Cardinal Bona, in Catherine 
of Genoa, in John of the Cross, and others ; but Fenelon, 
although it was very different with him at a later period, 
does not appear to have had much acquaintance with these 
writers at this time. These important views, therefore, 
which strike so deeply at the life of nature, and lay the foun- 
dation of a purified and perfected life, were new to him in a 
considerable degree, until he learned them, as we have just 
stated, in his aoquaintance and correspondence with Madame 
Guyoa. 
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2. Although thej were thus introduced to his notice 
through the instrumentality of a woman, who, though great- 
ly accomplished in other respects, possessed hut a limited 
knowledge of theological writings, and who had learned 
them not so much from books as from the dealings of God 
with herself personally, they were nevertheless sustained by 
an inward conviction of their soundness. His enlightened 
and powerful mind, uninfluenced by the various prejudices 
which often prevent a correct perception, saw at once that 
they bore the signatures of reason and truth. And letting 
them have their full power upon himself, and endeavoring 
with divine assistance to be what he felt that he ought to be, 
he stood forth to the world, not merely a man, but a man in 
the image of Christ ; not more commended by the powers 
of his intellect and the perfection of his taste, than by his 
simplicity of spirit, his purity, and benevolence, 

3. It is in this inward operation, brought about under 
these circumstances, that we find the secret spring of that 
almost divine justice and benevolence, which impart un- 
speakable attractions and power to his writings. They seem 
to be entirely exempted from the spirit of selfishness, and to 
be bathed in purity and love. And I believe it is the general 
sentiment, that no person reads the writings of Fenelon with- 
out feeling that he was an eminently good and holy man. 

4. On receiving the letter of Fenelon, of which we have 
given an abstract in the last chapter, Madame Guyon wrote 
a letter in reply, the substance of which is as follows : — 

"To the Abb^ de Fenelon. 

" It gives me great pleasure to perceive, sir, that you 
have a dear understanding, as it seems to me, of the senti- 
ments which I wished to convey ; and it gives me satisfac- 
tion also to notice the remarks you have added. I agree 
with you entirely, that faith and reason, though different 
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principles of action, are not opposed to each other. He, 
however, who lives bj faith, ceases to reason on selfish prin- 
ciples and with selfish aims ; bat submits his reason to that 
higher reason, which comes to man through Jesus Christ, 
the true conductor of souls. He who walks in faith, walks 
in the highest wisdom, although it may not appear such to 
the world. The world do not more clearly understand the 
truth and beauty of the life of faitb, than the ancient Jews 
understood the divine but unostentatious beauty which shone 
in the life of Christ. A worldly mind, full of the maxims 
of a worldly life, is not in a situation to estimate the pure 
and simple spirit of one whose heart is conformed to the 
precepts of divine wisdom. 

" In endeavoring to give you my views of the extent and 
nature of that transformation which the holy soul under- 
goes, you will notice, that I use the term dtsappropriationf 
and the phrase entire disappropriation, as convenient ex- 
pressions for freedom from all selfish bias whatever. The 
phrase, perhaps, implies no more, in respect to the state of 
the heart, than that of pure hve ; although it is rather a 
more precise and appropriate mode of expression, when we 
are speaking of the wiU. I perceive that you understand 
and appreciate entirely the idea which I endeavored imper- 
fectly to express ; namely, that the disappropriation or un- 
selfishness of the will is not to be regarded as perfect, merely 
because the will is broken down and submissive to such a 
degree as to have no repugnance whatever to any thing 
which God in his providence may see fit to send. It is true, 
this is a very great grace. In a mitigated sense, the will, 
under such circumstances, may be regarded as dead ; but, in 
the true and absolute sense, there is still in it a lingering life. 
There still remains a secret tendency, resulting from former 
selfish habits, which leads it to look back, as it were, with 
feelings of interest upon what is lost : in other words^ it puts 

VOL. II. 10 
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forth its parposes a little less promptly and poweifiiUj in 
some direcUonSi than it would have done if it had been re- 
quired to act in others. Thus Lot* s wife had determined to 
leave the city of Sodom : she vigorously purposed, in going 
forth from the home where she had long dwelt, to conf<»rm to 
the decrees of Providence, which required her departure ; but 
stiU, as she passed on, in her flight over the plain, there was 
a lingering attachment, a tendency to return, which induced 
her to look back. Her will, though strongly set in the right 
direction, did not act in perfect fireeness and power, in con- 
sequence of certain latent reminiscences and attachments, 
which operated as a hindrance. In like manner the Jews, 
when they left the land of Groshen, and were on their way 
to the better country which the Lord had promised them, 
often thought with complacency of their residence in £gypt, 
and of what they enjoyed there. So that, while their purpose 
was fixed, it was not so inflexible, and so easily and prompt- 
ly operative, in the direction it had taken, as it would have 
been if it had not been under the influence of former evil 
habits. When the affections and the will are entirely sur- 
rendered to God, and the secret influences of former evil 
tendencies and habits are also fully done away, the soul may 
be regarded as sanctified in the higher sense, and as having 
become the subject of a divine union. Such was the mean- 
ing I intended to convey ; and I believe you have received 
and appreciated it, as I intended. 

^ In regard to the principle of faith, I will farther say, 
that it sometimes lies latent, as it were, and concealed in the 
midst of discomforture and sorrow. I recollect, that in the 
former periods of my experience I once spent a considerable 
time in a state of depression and deep sorrow, because I 
supposed I had lost God, or at least had lost his favor. My 
grief was great and without cessation. If I had seen things 
as I now see them, and had undentood them then as I now 
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anderstand them, I should have found a pnndple of restoca- 
tion and of comfort in the very grief which overwhelmed 
me. How coald I thoB have mourned the kwB of God's 
preaence, or rather what seemed to me to be such loss, if I 
did not love him ? And how oonld I love him, without fiuth 
in him ? In my sorrow, therefore, I might have found the 
evidence of my faith. And it is a great truth, that in rwdity^ 
whatever may at times be the appearance^ €rod never does 
desert, and never can desert, those who believe. 

^ Desiring to receive from you, from time to time, such 
suggestions as may occur, and believing that your continued 
and increased experience in religious things wiU continually 
develope to you new truth, 

^ I remain, yours in our Lord, 

^ Jeanne Mabie B. db la Mothb Gutok.'' 

5. We come now to other circumstances, which diversify 
the features and the interest of this narrative. It was about 
this time, that Fenelon, selected in preference to other and 
able competitors, received from Louis Fourteenth the ap- 
pointment of preceptor to his grandson, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy ; — an appointment the more important and responsi- 
ble, beduise the duke was the heir apparent to the throne 
of France. Fenelon was recommended to Louis as a 
suitable person to fill this place by the Duke de Beau- 
villiers, whom we have already had occasion to mention. 
Beauvilliers held at this time the office of governor to the 
grandchildren of the king, of whom the Duke of Burgundy 
was the eldest. It was proper, therefore, that he should 
take some interest and some responsibility in the selection 
of a suitable person to fill the office of preceptor ; an office 
which involved the immediate superintendence and care of 
the education of this prince. 

6. ^ Louis Fourteenth,'' says M. de Bausset, in remarking 
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Upon these appointments, << had not hesitated for a moment 
as to whom he should select as a governor for his grandson ; 
nor did Monsieur Beauvilliers [to whom the appointment of 
governor was given] hesitate a single moment, as to the 
choice of a preceptor. He nominated Fenelon to that office 
on the 17th of August, 1689, the very day after he had re- 
ceived his own appointment" The king approved the 
nomination, apparently with entire cordiality; and the choice, 
which was made under these circumstances, was greatly 
applauded in France. We have the recorded testimony of 
the celebrated Bossuet, who subsequently came into painful 
collision with Fenelon, how satiis&ctory and gratifying it was 
to him. 

7. The appointment seems to have been unexpected to 
Fenelon ; and he certainly received it without any solicita- 
tion on his part. The duty, which was especially assigned 
him, was to train up, in a suitable manner, the young prince, 
who was expected, in the course of events, to fill the throne. 
He could not be ignorant of the vast responsibility of such 
an undertakiug ; but he did not see fit to decline it. He 
was appointed to this office in the middle of August, and 
entered upon its duties in the September following. 

8. His pupil, the Duke of Burgundy, had naturally but 
few of the elements which seemed requisite in one who was 
destined to be the ruler of a great people. In his natural 
dispositions he was proud, passionate, and capricious ; tyran- 
nical to those who were his inferiors, and haughty and dis- 
obedient to those who had the control of him. 

« 

*^ The Duke of Burgundy," says Monsieur de Su Simon, 
who had ample opportunities of knowing his character, " was 
by nature terrible. In his earHest youth he gave occasions 
for fear and dread. He was unfeeling and irritable to the 
last excess, even against inanimate objects. He was furiously 
impetuous, and incapable of enduring the least opposition, 
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even of time and the elements, without breaking forth into 
such intemperate rage, that it was sometimes to be feared, 
that the very veins in his body would burst. This excest I 
have frequently witnessed.^ * 

These unhappy traits of disposition, which all the histo- 
rians of that period agree in ascribing to him, were perhaps 
rendered the more dangerous by being found in combinaticm 
with very considerable powers of intellect It was such a 
character, with intellectual powers so great, and passions so 
excessive, that was committed to Fenelon to be trained, 
corrected, and remodelled. 

9. To this great task, upon the success of which appar- 
ently depended the hopes and happiness of France, Fenelon 
brought great powers of intellect, a finished education, and, 
above all, the graces of a pure, humble, and believing heart 
It was this last trait, perhaps more than the others that have 
been mentioned, which had recommended him to the notice 
of the Duke de Beauvilliers. The duke had been acquainted 
for some time with his great excellencies in other respects ; 
and, being a personal acquaintance and friend of Madame 
Guyon, he knew also the religious influences to which he had 
more recently been subjected. BeauviUiers was himself a 
religious man. It was natural, therefore, for him to desire, 
that the young prince, while he had other advantages and 
means of culture, should not be deprived of those connected 
with a religious example and with religious impressions. 
Such an example, and such religious impressions and influ- 
ences, he had no doubt that he should find in Fenelon. 

10. Fenelon undertook this diflScult task, therefore, which 
he knew required something more than mere intellectual 
culture, as a man of faith and prayer. It would be inter- 
esting and profitable to enter into the details of his labors ; 
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but this would hardly be consistent with the plan of the 
present work. It is worthy of notice, however, and it shows 
with how much devotedness he engaged in them, that he 
wrote for the special instruction and benefit of this prince 
his well-known Fables, and also his Dialogues ; works which 
have since contributed to the instruction and happiness of 
many persons. Each of the Fables, and also each of the 
Dialogues, was written on particular occasions and with par- 
ticular objects; having been composed for the most part, 
when the teacher found it necessaiy to remind his pupil of 
some faults which he had committed, and to inculcate upon 
him the duty and the methods of amendment 

There is reason to suppose, that his celebrated work, enti- 
tled the Adventures of Telemachus, which was published 
many years afterwards, was also written at this time, and 
with the same general object. In this remarkable work, 
which is so generally read, we have a striking combination 
of sound judgment with great resources of imagination ; so 
that it is difficult to say, which is most to be admired, the 
wisdom and benevolence of its political and moral maxims, 
or the richness and beauty of its imagery. This book, more 
than any other, has become the text-book of sovereigns, from 
which they have derived instructions which they would not 
be likely to find elsewhere ; although its sublime and benev- 
olent maxims have been too little followed. 

11. But here it is natural to make the inquiry : — What 
one, among aU the biographers of FeneJon, has thought of 
ascribing the truth, purity, and love, which appear in these 
remarkable writings, and still more in his religious writings, 
the most of which appeared at a later period, to the infiu- 
ence of Madame Guyon ? It was at this very time, when 
sustaining this important position, and fulfilling these ardu- 
ous duties, and composing these writings, that he was receiv- 
ing 'from her private conversations, and from her correspon- 
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dence, influences and principles which can never die. With 
scarcely an exception, the biographers of Fenelon notice this 
circumstance very slightly ; and, in the little they have to 
say, speak less of the aid he received, than of the dangers he 
is supposed to have escaped. But it seems to me, that it is 
due to the truth of history, and is due also to the character 
and the fame of woman, that the facts should be known. If 
the writings of Fenelon, taken in all their relations and all 
their results, have exerted an influence probably not inferior 
to those of any other man, it ought not to be concealed nor 
to be disguised, that it was a woman's mind, operating upon 
the mind of their author, from which no small portion o£ the 
light which pervades and embellishes them first proceeded. 

12. And I think it may be proper to say here, that t^is 
is another among the many facts, which go to show the vast 
extent, as well as the great diversity, of woman's influence. 
She not only forms man in childhood and youth, by that 
maternal influence which exceeds all other influence in 
wisdom, as well as in efficiency ; but in maturer years her 
power, though less obvious perhaps, does not cease to exist 
, Many are the minds, whose controlling energy is felt in the 
movements and the destiny of nations, and whose names are 
imperishable in the monuments of history, that have been 
sustained and guided in their seasons of action and endurance, 
in the origination of plans of benevolence and patriotism, 
and in the fortitude which carried them into efiect, by the 
inspirations of woman's genius and the generous purity of 
h«r affections. 

And I think it may be properly added, that none need 
this influence more than traly great men. None are so great 
in this life as to be beyond the need of support ; and there is 
something in our nature, which proclaims that the kind of 
support which they most frequently and most deeply need, 
is to be found here. Occupied with great conceptions, placed 
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in trying and hazardous situations, burdened with anxieties, 
and pressed with peculiar temptations, who need more than 
they the consolations of her sympathy and the suggestions 
of her prudence ? 

13. It is worthy of notice that Madame Guyon, in all her 
labors, appreciated relations and effects. The soul of Fene- 
Ion, in itself considered, was not more dear to her than that 
of any other person. But when she considered the relations 
in which he stood and the influence which he was capable of 
exerting, and that his mind was to be brought into contact with 
the minds of princes and kings, she felt more deeply than 
can be expressed, how necessary it was that he should be 
delivered from the power of inferior motives, and that he 
should act and live only in the Lord. 

It is not surprising, therefore^ that, on the very day afler 
his appointment to the office of preceptor of the Duke of 
Burgundy, we find the following letter : — 

[Paris,] "August 18th, 1689. 

« To the Abb^ de Fenelon. 

"I have received without surprise, but not without 
sincere joy, the news of your appointment ; — an appoint- 
ment, however, in which it seems to me his majesty has 
done no more than respond to the just claims which you 
have upon this important office. For some time past, as it 
was necessary that the appointment should be made, I have 
had but little doubt, that it would devolve upon yourself. 

" The last time in which I attended the religious service 
of mass, at which you administered, I had an impression on 
my mind, without being able to tell why it should arise, that 
I might not hereafler have so frequent opportunities to unite 
with you in this sei-yice. As my thoughts were thus, in 
some degree, directed to yourself, the secret prayer arose 
from my heart, -^ Oh that, amid the artifices of the world to^ 
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which he is exposed, he majf ever be a man of a simple and 
ehUdHke spirit I I understand now, better than I did then, 
whj it was that the Lord gave me such earnest desires in 
your behalf. 

^ I should not be surprised, sir, if 70a should experience 
some degree of natural distaste and repugnance in relation 
to the office to which you are now called ; but jrou will not 
fail to commit yourself entirely to the Lord, who will enable 
you to overcome all such trials, and will render all other 
necessary aid. When the moment of duty and of action 
comes, you may be assured that he wiU not fail to bestow 
upon you those dispositions and qualifications which are 
appropriate to the situation in which his providence has 
placed you. Act always without regard to sdf. The less 
you have of self, the more you will have of Grod. Great 
as are the natural talents which God has given you, they 
will be found to be useful in the employment to which you 
are now called, only in proportion as they move in obedience 
to divine grace. 

^ You are called, in God's providence, to aid and to super- 
intend in the education of a prince ; — a prince, too, whom 
with all his faults God loves, and whom, as it se'ems to me, 
he designs to restore spiritually to himself. And I have the 
satisfaction of believing, that, in the discharge of thb import- 
ant office, you wiU feel it your duty to act in entire depen- 
dence, moment by moment, on the influences of the Holy 
Spirit. Grod has chosen you to be his instrument in this 
work ; and he has chosen you for this purpose, while he has 
passed by others, because he has enabled you to recognize 
and appreciate, in your own heart, the divine movement. 
Although you may not, on account of the extreme youth of 
the prince, see immediately those fruits of your labors which 
you would naturally desire, still do not be discouraged. Die 
to yourself in your hopes and expectations, as well as in 



118 LIFE Am> RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 

Other things. Leave all with God. Do not doubt, that th^ 
fruit will come in its season ; and that God, through the 
faith of those that love him and labor for him, will build up 
that which is now in ruins. I cannot conceal from you, 
what I have already intimated, my conviction in view of the 
divine providences, that God has very merciful and favora- 
ble designs in relation to the spiritual interests of the prince ; 
and perhaps you will be made a blessing to the king, his 
grandfather, also. 

" In seeing you enter upon a new field of labiM*, I cannot 
forget, that our facilities of correspondence will be somewhat 
diminished. "We shall not be able to see each other, or to 
write to each other, so often as we have done ; but it will not 
follow, that those Christian sympathies which have sprang 
up between us, will be broken. A separation from each 
other wiU not interrupt and sunder the correspondence of 
the heart My soul, in reference to yourself, and in its de- 
sire for your spiritual interests, is like a lamp which contin- 
ually burns and consumes itself in the Lord*s presence. 

" This morning, in particular, my mind was greatly exer- 
cised. And as I was thinking, in connection with your 
character, and your position in society, of the deep interest 
which I had felt, and which I continued to feel, the thought 
arose in my heart, Why is it thus f why does the heavy ro- 
sponsihiHty of thus watching and fraying rest upon me, and 
consume mef I am hut a little child, an infant. But a 
voice seemed to utter itself in my heart, and to reply : — 
Say not that thou art a little one. J have put my word in 
thy mouth. Go' where I shall send thee ; speak what I shall 
command. 

" I speak, then, because I must do what the Lord has 
appointed me to do, and because the Lord employs me as an 
instrument, and speaks in me. Already my prayer is in 
part answered. When the work is completed, and when I 
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see, in the full sanctification of a sonl which is so dear to me^ 
all that I have looked for, and all that 1 have expected, then 
shall I be able to say, Now, Lard, let thy urwmt depart in 
peace ; for mine eyes have seen thy salivation, 
" I remain, yours in our Lord, 

<^ Jeanne Mabie B. x>e la Mothb Gutok/' 

14. In the early |>art of the year 1689, a few months 
before the events of which we are now speaking, an incident 
occurred, which may properly be mentioned here. It wa» 
at this time, that some priests and theological doctors made 
a visit to the dty of Dijon and its neighborhood. And, 
apparently to their great surprise, they found a considerable 
religious movement in progress, of which Madame Guyon 
was the reputed author, and which was evidently sustained 
by the free circulation of her writings. The fact was, that, 
in her return from Grenoble to Paris in 1686, she took 
Dijon in her way, and spent a day or two there. This cir- 
cumstance has not been previously mentioned. The time 
she spent there was very short ; but she lefli a deep impres- 
sion on a few persons, especially Monsieur Claude Guillot, a 
priest of high character in the city. The seed, which was 
thus so¥m in the conversations held under these circum- 
stances, enforced by a single sermon from La Combe, sprung 
up and bore fruit; so that in 1689 the new religious prin- 
ciples excited much attention. The persons who visited 
Dijon at this time, coming as they seemed to have done 
with some degree of ecclesiastical authority, interposed, as 
far as they were able, to stop this state of things. Among 
other things they collected three hundred copies of the work 
of Madame Guyon onJPrayer^ and caused them to he pub- 
licly humed,* 

* Belation de I'Origine, da Frogr^, et de la Condemnation da Qai^t- 
isme, p. 32. 
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15. The following poem, translated by Gowper, contains 
sentiments, which will be found conveyed in many other 
places of Madame Guyon's writings. She seems to have 
felt hardly less deeply than the Apostle John himself, that 
God is Love. And she often uses the expression, Loye, as 
synonymous with the Divine Nature. 

DIYINB LOTS BNDI7RB8 NO RITAX. 

Love is the Lord whom I obey, 
Whose will transported I perform ; 
The centre of my rest, my stay ; — 
Love 's all in aU to me, myself a worm. 

For uncreated charms I bum, 
Oppressed by slavish fear no more ; 
For one in whom I may discern, 
E'en when he frowns, a sweetness I adore. 

He little loves him, who complains, 
And finds him rigorous and severe ; 
His heart is sordid and he feigns, 
Though loud in boasting of a soul idncere. 

Love causes grief, hut 'tis to move 
And stimulate the slumbering mind; 
And he has never tasted love. 
Who shuns a pang so graciously designed. 

Sweet is the cross, above all sweet, 
To souls enamor'd with thy smiles : 
The keenest woe life ever meets, 
Love strips of all its terrors and beguiles. 

'Tis just, that God should not be dear, 
Where S6{/' engrosses all the thought; — 
And groans and murmurs make it clear, 
Whatever else is loved, the Lord is not. 
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Hie lore of Uiee flows just as much 
As that of ebbing self sabeides ; 
Our hearts (their scantiness is such) 
Bear nU the conflict of two rival tides. 

Both cannot govern in one sool ; 
Then let self-love be dispossess'd; 
The love of God deserves the whole, 
And will not dwell widi so despised a goest 
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CHAPTER IX. 

1692. Labon of Madame Guyon toUh others. Interviews with 
Madame de Maintenon. Unhappiness of the latter. Establish- 
ment of the Institution of St, Cyr. Interviews there between 
Madame de Maintenon and Madame Guyon, Labors of Mad-' 
ame Guyon with the young ladies of the Institution of St, Cyr. 
Letters to them. Madame Guyon visited by Sister Malin, resi- 
dent at Ham. Public attention thus directed to her again. 
Her interview with the learned Peter Nicole. Interview with 
Monsieur Boileau^ brother of the poet of that name. Writes 
at his suggestion the smaU work, entitled, A Concise Apology for 
the Short Method of Prayer. Poisoned by one of her servants. 
Temporary concealment. Friendship ofM, FouqueU His sicb- 
ness and death. 

The letters which passed between Madame Guyon and 
Fenelon, the greater part of them daring this period of a 
little more than two years, or at most during a period of 
three years, from the time of their first acquaintance, occupy 
nearly a full volume of her printed correspondence. Nor 
was the influence which she exerted in relation to him, lim- 
ited to her letters. The same great objects, which induced 
them thus to correspond with each other in writing, led them 
also, from time to time, to seek each other's company, with a 
view to a more direct interchange of opinions. These inter- 
views, which at one period were frequent, cooperated with 
the other means that were used, in producing those marked 
results on the mind of Fenelon, the origin of which is to be 
ascribed to this period. 
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2. About the middle or in the latter part of the year 
1690, her daughter, as we hare already had occasion to 
notice, was married to the Count de Yaux. At this time, 
she left the house of Madame de Miramion, with whom she 
had taken up her residence sii\ce her imprisonment in the 
convent of St. Marie, and removed to the house of her 
daughter, with whom she resided, till the year 1692. Her 
daughter's residence was a little distance out of the limits of 
the city. It was here, more than anywhere else, that Fen- 
elon had interviews with her at this period. 

'^ The family," she says, '^ into which my daughter was 
married, being of the number of the Abbe Fenelon's friends, 
I had frequent opportunities of seeing him at our house. At 
such times our conversations turned upon the subject of the 
inward and spiritual life. From time to time he made ob- 
jections to my views and experience, which I endeavored to 
answer with sincerity and simplicity of spirit. The doc- 
trines of Michael de Molinos, which were much conversed 
about at that time, were so generally disapproved and con- 
demned, that the plainest things began to be distrusted ; and 
the terms, which are used by writers on the spiritual life, 
were for the most part regarded as objectionable, and were 
set aside. But, notwithstanding these unfavorable circum- 
stances, I was enabled, in our conversations, so fully to ex- 
plain every thing to Fenelon, that he gradually entered into 
the views which the Lord had led me to entertain, and 
finally gave them his unqualified assent. The persecutions, 
which he has since sufiered, are an evidence of the sincerity 
of his belief. 

3. But while she was thus laboring and praying to reno- 
vate and to mould anew the mind of that remarkable man, 
whose benign influence has been felt by millions perhaps, 
who have known nothing of her, she found time and disposi- 
tion to labor for others. During her residence at the house 
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of her daughter, where, besides frequent interruptions from 
oompanj, she could not fail to be constantlj reminded of the 
daims and duties of her near relationship, her religious 
labora, it is true, were somewhat circumscribed. But, as 
soon as it was clear that the new relations and interests of 
her daughter would permit, she felt that the claims of the 
great cause to which she had devoted ' herself, required her 
to alter her situation. And accordingly, after the lapse of 
about two years, she once more hired for her residence a 
private house in Paris, in which she had her time more 
fully at command, and where she could more readily pur- 
sue the objects of the mission to which her Saviour had 
called her. 

4 It was in the year 1692, as I suppose, after she had 
thus established herself again in Paris, that her acquaintance 
with Madame de Maintenon became somewhat intimate. 
This celebrated woman, although for political reasons she 
was not publicly acknowledged as such, had been privately 
married, and in reality sustained, at this time, the relation 
of wife of Louis Fourteenth. She had his confidence as 
well as his affections ; and for many years the most import- 
ant affairs of France depended, in a great degree, upon her 
cognizance and concurrence. Her power was felt to be 
hardly less than that of the king. The greatest men of the 
kingdom paid her homi^e. Every thing which wealth or 
art could furnish, was put in requisition to meet her wishes, 
and to render her happy. But still there was a void within 
her which the riches and honors of the world could not 
supply. 

Her letters, which show her talents, and which discover 
many excellent points of character, disclose also a sorrow of 
mind which she felt could have no balm but in religion. It 
is not the world which can heal the wounds it has itself 
made. 



OF JfAttAlffiB OUTOK. 125 

5. Writing to Madame de la Maisonfort, she sajs:-— 
^ Why can I not give you my experience ? Why can I not 
make you sensible of that uneasiness which preys upon the 
greaty and the difficulty they laboc under to employ their 
time ? . Do you not see, that I am dying with melancholy, in 
a height of fortune which once mj imagination could scarce 
have conceived ? I have been young and beautifal, have 
had a high relish of pleasure, and have been the universal 
object of love. In a more advanced age, I have spent years 
in intellectual pleasures ; I have at last risen to favor ; but 
I protest to you, my dear Madame, that every one of these 
conditions leaves in the mind a dismal vacuity." * 

It was under these circumstances, and for these reasons, 
that she sought and valued the company of Madame Guyon. 
She needed the intercourse and advice of persons of piety ; 
but such was her refinemeiat, and siich her position in life, 
that she naturally exercised some discrimination. She had 
been introduced to Madame Guyon, soon after her release 
from the prison of St. Marie ; and there was something in 
her person and manners which attracted her ; and still more 
in that divine aspect of purity and quietness, which an- 
nounced a soul in harmony with Grod and at rest She saw 
her, from time to time afterwards ; and at the time of which 
we are now speaking, she went so far as to invite her to the 
royal palace at Versailles ; and felt it no dishonor, as she c^r* 
tainly felt it a great satisfaction and relief to hear from the 
lips of her misrepresented and persecuted visitant the story 
of a Saviour's condescension, of the remedy for sin, and of 
the victory which Christ can give over the ills of our fallen 
nature. 

6. Among the objects which occupied much of the time 
and affections of Madame de Maintenon, was the celebrated 

* See Voltaire's Life of Louis Fonrteenth» vol. ii. chap. 26. 
VOL. II. 11 * 
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Female Institution of St. Cyr, establisbed in 1686. She 
was, in fact, the foundress of it. It was a charitable Insti- 
tution, combining both literary and religious objects, designed 
for the support and education of indigent young ladies, at 
any period under twenty years of age; the daughters of 
persons, who had suffered losses or spent their lives in the 
service of the state. Two hundred and fifty young ladies, 
many of them &om illustrious but unfortunate families, were 
assembled there. 

Tired of the splendor and cares of Versailles, and attracted 
by the quiet and benevolence of an institution founded on 
such principles, Madame de Maintenon spent much of her 
time, at this period, at St Oyr. It was here that Madame 
Guyon met her still more frequently than at Versailles. St 
Cyr not only furnished better opportunities for private and 
protracted conversations, but was rendered, by its retired and 
less worldly aspects, more appropriate to the objects which 
called them together. 

And not only that, they could meet there without exciting 
the suspicions of Louis, who could not conceal his displeieis- 
ure at every thing which had the least appearance of heresy. 
There were reasons, which would account for the presence 
of Madame Guyon at St Cyr, which would not apply to her 
-visits at Versailles. Madame de la Maisonfort, her friend 
and relative, was employed at this time as an instructress in 
the institution. In her visits also, from time to time, to the 
Duchess of Charost, at her residence at Beine, to whom she 
was now related by the marriage of her daughter, she was 
accustomed to take a' route which led in the vicinity of St 
Cyr. So that under these circumstances she found it not 
more agreeable to her feelings, than it was entirely cx)n- 
Tenient for her, frequently to vbit there. 

7. Madame de Maintenon, pleased and edified by the 
eonTer8ati<>ns and instructions of Madame Guyon, gave her 
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liberty to visit the young ladies of tbe Institution, and to 
converse with them on religious subjects. Nothing could 
have been more agreeable than such a labor, for which 
Providence seems to have espedallj fitted her. The results 
corresponded to her wishes and expectations. The divine 
presence and blessing which ahnost uniformly attended her 
in other places, did not desert her here. " Several of the 
young ladies/' she says, '< of the House or Institution of St 
Cyr, having informed Madame Maintenon, that they found 
in my conversation something which attracted them to God, 
she encouraged me to canHnue my instntctions to them ; and 
by the great change in some of thein, with whom she had 
previously not been well satisfied, she found she had no rea- 
son to repent it" 

It was something new to tbe members of this institution, — 
some of whom were from fashionable though reduced fami- 
lies, while others of a more serious turn probably had nothing 
more than a fofTn of godliness, — to hear of redemption, 
and of permanent inward salvation by faith. Probably all 
' of them, without any exception, had been accustomed, more 
or less, to the ceremonials of religion ; and it was not un- 
natural for them, those who were seriously disposed and 
those who were not so, to confound the ceremonial with the 
substance, the sign with the thing signified. This might 
not have been tbe case in all instances ; but generally they 
regarded their acceptance with God as depending, in a 
great degree at least, on a number of outward observ- 
ances, rather than on inward dispositions ; and least of all 
did they understand the nature of a life which had its begin- 
ning and its end, its centre and its circumference, if we may 
so express it, in the single principle of faith. 

8. Turned by the conversation of Madame Guyon from 
the outward to the inward, led to reflect upon their own 
situation and wants> they saw that t^iere is something better 
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than worldly vanity ; and began to seek a truer, sincerer, 
and higher position. They understood and felt deeply for 
the first time, that religion, something more than the mere 
ceremonial, is a life; and that they only are wise, and true, 
and happy, who live to God. Precisely how far this moral 
and religious revolution went in this institution is not known; 
but it seems to have been quite generaL Certain it is that 
a seriousness pervaded it, such as had not existed there be- 
fore : there was a general recognition of the claims of God ; 
and the spirit of faith and prayer, of purity and of true be- 
nevolence, took, in a great degree, the place of thoughtless 
scepticism and of frivolous gaiety. 

9. We should hardly give a full view of the labors of 
Madame Guyon with this interesting society of young ladies, 
without adding that they were not limited to personal inter- 
views and conversations. Not onfrequently she received 
from some of their number letters, proposing inquiries on the 
subject of inward experience and of practical duty, which 
she thought it proper td answer in writing. She sometimes 
wrote to them on special occasions, without being invited to 
it by formal inquiries. The following letter will illustrate 
her labors in this way :— 

^ Mademoiselle ' ■ , 

^ I have heard of the news of your sickness, and not 
without being sensibly affected by it ; but it has been a great 
satis&ction to me to find, that God has been present with 
you, and that your outward sorrows have had an inward 
reward. Afflictions are the allotment of the present life ; 
and happy will it be,^ Mademoiselle, if yon shall learn the 
great lesson of always imprpving them aright. This, I think, 
you will be able to do, if yon are faithful to the inward 
voice, 

<< Of the inward voice, or the voiceof God in the soul, I 
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will endeavor to give 70a mj views more distindly than 
I have hitherto done, becaase it seems to me a matter of 
great practical importance, that 70a should understand what 
it is. This voice is not an audible voice, as the name mi^t 
seem to impty ; but simpty an act of the judgment, an inter- 
nal and sOent decision of the mind. But it is God's de- 
cision ; or, if 70U prefer i^ it is God's voice ; the voice of 
Qod in the souL 

^ One of the most important conditions on which we can 
have this inward divine utterance, is this,-— 7%« t<nd must 
he in perfect eimpHcity. That is to say, it must be ftee from 
all the varieties of human prejudice and passion. All such 
prejudice, and all inordinate action of the passions of what- 
ever kind, tend to pervert the judgment. And a judgment 
f(Mrmed under such influences, and which therefore is neces- 
sarily a perverted one, can never be the decision or voice of 
Grod. It is an easy thing to grieve the Spirit of God. He 
dwells in and guides the soul, which, in looking at God's 
will alone, is in simplicity ; but he leaves the soul which is 
under any degree of selfish bias. 

'^In order, therefore, to experience the inward divine 
guidance, and to hear the voice of Grod in the soul, we must 
lay aside all interests of our own, which are inconsistent with 
Grod's wiU, and also all such interests and; claims of our 
friends. Prejudiced neither in favor of any thing, nor preju- 
diced against it, but laying both our inclinations and our 
aversions on the divine altar, it is necessary for us to possess 
a mind, if we may so express it, in bquilibrio ; that is to 
say, which is balanced from motives of self neither one way 
nor the other, and which remains in this state of strict and 
unselfish impartiality, until it is decided to some course of 
action by a motive drawn from God's will alone. Such a 
decision, which Grod not only recognizes but makes, is truly 
Gk)d's voice. 
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^ To those who are whoUj consecr^ed to God,^ and who 
fully believe in hb promise, this voice is sure. Jn other 
words, Grod, acting through their sanctified judgments, will 
not fail to guide them in the right manner, so far as their 
own moral responsibility is concerned, and in such a manner 
also as will please himself. And it is my prayer, Mademoi- 
selle, that you may have this inward divine guidance. I look 
upon it, not only as desirable, but as essential. Give me the 
satisfaction of hoping and believing, that you will not re^t 
contented with any thing short <^ this state. 

<^Not doubting that you will receive the suggestions of 
this letter as the result of my sincere affection, and of my 
earnest desire for your religious good, 
** I remain yours, 
" Jeanne M. B. de la Mothe Guton.** 

v. 

10. The following letter appears to have been written to 
a married lady ; but it is quite probable, that she was one 
with whom Madame Guyon had previously become ac- 
quainted at St Cyr. The terms of the letter show, at least, 
that this correspondent was one of those who looked to her 
for advice and instruction. 



" Madame • 



" Our friend N has departed. She was a dioice 

and excellent young woman ; and, in leaving a world where 
she endured so many trials, she has received the recompense 
of her labors and sufferings. 

" You ace right, Madame, in saying in your letter <^at it 
is not common for us to meet with such treasures of grace. 
They are indeed more rare than can be expressed. Few, 
very few, go, as she did, to the bottom of the heart. 

" The great majority of those who profess an interest in 
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idigioas things — those who are religious teachers and gaides, 
as well as those who are seekers of religion — stop short, and 
are satisfied with remaining in the outside and surface of 
things. They ornament and enrich the exterior of the ark, 
forgetting that Grod commanded Moses to begin with the 
inside. and overlay it with gold, and afterwards to ornament 
the outside.. Like the Pharisees of old, they make clean 
the outside of the cup and platter, but leave -the inside im- 
pure. In other words, while they endeavor to make a good 
appearance to men outwardly, they are inwardly full of self- 
love, of self-esteem, of self-conceit, and of self-will. How 
different the religious state, if such it may be called, of these 
persons from that of our departed friend I 

" Why do you make a difficulty, Madame, in speaking to 
me about your dress ? Should you not be free, and tell me 
all ? You have done well in laying aside the unnecessary 
ornament to which you refer. I entreat you never to wear 
it again. I am quite confident also, that, if you would listen 
to the secret voice which speaks in the bottom of your heart, 
you would find more things to put ofil Perhaps you will 
say, that you must regard your husband's feelings as well as 
your own. This is true ; but I am persuaded, that, in his 
present favorable dispositions, you wiU please him as much 
by laying aside those ornaments as by wearing them. 

" Consider what you owe to God, and promptly crucify all 
the pretexts of nature. You will never make any such cru- 
cifixion of the desires and pretences of the natural life, with- 
out drawing down some returns of divine grace upon you. 
He who promised a recompense even to a cup of cold water 
given for his sake, will not fail, on the same principle, to 
regard, and to recompense with his favor, the self-denial of 
his children, even in the matter of dress. 

" A Christian woman should be distinguished from others 
by a neat and modest dress, but not by a dress so affected 
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and ornamented as to attract attention. It is not necessary, 
however, to lay down an invariable rule. It is very proper, 
undoubtedly, that you should wear apparel which is suited 
to your situation and rank in life ; but you will pardon me 
for suggesting the propriety and duty, besides the altera- 
tion to which I have already referred, pf putting off those 
superfluous ribbons. I am confident that, in so doing, you 
will not be less pleasing in the eyes of your husband ; and 
that you will be much more so in the eyes of Him whom 
you wish to please above all. 

« I am desirous, when you write to me, that you should 
feel the greatest confidence and freedom. Do not be afraid 
to propose questions to me upon things which the world 
might regard as trifling. So far fn»n lessening my esteem 
for you, it will have quite a different effect, because I infer 
from your anxiety in such particulars, that you have a dis- 
position to give yourself wholly to God. It is a sign, I 
think, that God, in making you attentive and careful in the 
smallest things, is laying the foundations of bia inward work 
in the very centre of the heart. 

<< Most earnestly I beseedi you to be faithful to him. In 
following the divine guidance, and in doing the divine will, 
you will find a thousand times more satisfaction, than in the 
pleasures which the world can impart to you. 

" Thus desiring that you may be guided and kept, 
" I remain yours in our Lord, 

" Jeanhe M. B. de la Motbe Guton." 

11. It is hardly necessary to say, that such an institution 
as that of St. Cyr, embracing within its walls many persons 
who were the hopes of celebrated families, was naturally a 
centre of influence. And, accordingly, such a religious 
movement as that of which the providence of God had made 
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Kadame GrO jon the instmmeat at tliis time, oonld not wdl 
take place, witlioot being ertensiTelj known. It was thus 
tbat public attention was directed to her again. Her oppo- 
sersy who seem to have supposed that her zeal would be 
checked bj the discipline of her first impriscmment, and who 
had somewhat relaxed thdr watchfulness for a year or two 
past, were once more on the alert 

12. It was not only at Paris, at Dij<m, at YerBailles, and 
St. Cyr, that her influence was Mt; but there began to be 
evidences of it in other places. A single incident will iDus- 
trate what we mean : — A sister Malin, (tiiose females who 
were united in spirit, by bdng devoted to a re^gious life, 
were appropriately called suterSy) reddent at the town of 
Ham in the then province of Picardy, was so deefdy impressed 
with the necessity of religious instruction on principles difiep- 
ent from those to which she had been accustomed, that she 
came to Paris for the sole purpose of obtaining such instruct 
tion from Madame Ghiyon personally. She had charge, at 
the place where she resided, of an institution for the educa* 
tion of girls $ and seemed desirous to learn the truth for 
Others as well as herself. To cases of this kind, Madame 
Guyon always gave a prompt and earnest attention. 

13. Persons also sought her society who had no fiuth in 
her doctrines, but were either anxious to obtain further 
information, or to make her a convert to their own views. 
There were many such ; and among them was the celebrated 
Peter Nicole, known extensively by a multiplicity of writings 
on various subjects, and as the friend and literary associate 
of Amauld, the Port-Boyatist. " There was an acquaint- 
ance of mine," she says, ^< an hitimate friend also of Mon- 
sieur Nicole, who had often heard him speak against me. 
This person thought that it would not be difficult to remove 
the objections and prejudices of Nicole, if we could be made 
personally acquainted with each other, and have opportuni- 
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ties of oonversaiion together. He thought it important to 
make the attempt, because many who were opposed to the 
views I entertained, had received their impressions from 
him. Accordingly, although it was with some reluctance on 
my part, we met together. 

^ After some little conversation, he referred to my book, 
entitled the Short and Easy Method of Prayer, and made 
the remark that it wasfuU of errors. Upon this I proposed 
to him, that we should read the book over to»gether; and I 
desired him to tell me frankly and kindly those things in the 
book which seemed to him objectionable; expressing the 
hope, at the same time, that I might be able to meet and 
answer them. He expressed himself well satisfied with the 
proposition; and, accordingly, we read the book through 
together with much attention, chapter by chapter. 

<^ After we had read it partly through, I asked him to 
specify his objections ; but he replied, that, so far as we had 
read, he had none. ^ After we had completed the book, and 
after he had looked here and there carefully for a long time, 
I repeated the question. Madame, said Nicole, I find that 
my talent is in writing, and not precisely in personal discu»- 
sions of this kind. If you have no objections, I will refer 
you to a learned and good friend of mine. Monsieur Boileau. 
Yon will find him at the Hotel de Luines. He will be able 
to indicate the imperfections of the book, whatever they may 
be; and perhaps you will be able to profit by his sugges- 
tions." 

, 14. Nicole was a very learned man, and a great master 
of reasoning. But he had probably never read the book, 
although he supposed himself to be well acquainted with it 
by report ; and hence his peculiar and not very creditable 
position at this time. A year or two afterwards, however, 
he published a book, in which he strongly attacked the opin- 
ions held by Madame Guyoti, and others who entertained 
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similar seatiments, or ratlier their of^inions cu he understood 
them:'* 

15. A few days after this interview with Nicole, she saw 
his friend, to whose acquaintance he had recommended her. 
Monsieur Boileau, a brother of the distinguished French poet 
and satirist of the same name. '^ He introduced the sub- 
ject," she says, " of my little book on Prayer. I told him 
the state of mind in which I wrote it, and also the inward 
dispositions in which I then was. He remarked to me, that 
he was entirely persuaded of the sincerity of my intentions ; 
^ but he said that the book was liable to fall into the hands of 
some persons who might misapply and pervert it I asked 
him the favor to point out the passages in it, which caused 
this anxiety ; to which he assented. And, accordingly, we 
looked over the book together ; and when he came to such 
passages, I gave explanations, which seemed to satisfy him. 
We went through with the whole book, delaying more or 
less upon the places; while I endeavored on my part to illus- 
trate them from my oWn thoughts and experiences in a 
simple manner. 

" When we had gotten through, he said to me, ^ Madame, 
all that is wanted, in order to prevent misapprehensions in 
relation to your book, is a little more in the w^y of explana- 
tion.' And he pressed me very much to write something 
additional and explanatory, which I agreed to do. A few 
days after, I completed what he wished me to write, and 
sent it to him for his examination ; and he seemed to be 

* The title of his work, wJuck was the last one he wrote, ma this : 
Eefutation des principcdes erreurs des Qiui^tistes, contenuea dans leM livret 
censures par Vordonnance de Monseignewr^ VArcheveque de Pcuris^ \de Ewrlai^ 
</tt 16 Octobre^ 1694. — For some remarks on this work, see an interest- 
ing letter from La Combe to Madame Gnyon, printed in the Works of 
Bossnet, Paris ed. 1836 ; also some remarics of Madame Gnvon her- 
self; in the eleventh chapter of Part Third of her Life. 
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well satisfied. I revised it once or twiee ; and he urged me 
much to print it" 

16. The small work which originated under these circum- 
stanceSy was not printed at this time, bat sometime after- 
wards. It is entitled, A concise Apology for the Short and 
Easy Method of Prayer ; and is usually printed, in the col- 
lection of her spiritual works, in connection with the larger 
treatise, which it is especially designed to elucidate. Al- 
though concise, it is a work whK;h contains much valuable 
instruction of a spiritual nature, and is worthy of special 
attention. 

17. It was under these circumstances, constantly laboring 
in the cause of religion, blessed in those labors continually 
to an extent seldom witnessed, listened to with great atten- 
tion by the ignorant, and criticised or attacked by the 
learned, that her name came once more into general notice, 
and, with the exception of those who sympathized in her 
views, excited a general hostility. Tlie outcries against her 
were loud, deep; and revengeful. Her enemies, seeing the 
difficulty of quenching the light of her piety by any ordinary 
means, resorted to the most dreadful measures. Attempts 
were made,- through the instrumentality of one of her ser- 
vants who seems to have been bribed for that purpose, to 
put her to death by poison; She refers to this painful inci- 
dent very briefly. 

" One of my servant," she says, " was prevailed upon to 
give me poison. After taking it, I suffered such exquisite 
pains, that, without speedy succor, I should have died in a 
few hours. The servant immediately ran away, and I have 
never seen him since. At the time, it did not occur to me 
that I was poisoned, until my physicians came in, and in- 
formed me that such was the case. My servant was the 
immediate agent in this wicked attempt ; hut I am in pos- 
session of circumstances which go strongly to show, that 
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others originated it I Auffered £rom it for seven jeus after- 
warda-" 

Id. So great was the excitement against her at this time, 
that ^e thought it prodeat to leave her honae, and to remain 
in entire concealment for some montha No one knew where 
she wasy except Monueur Fouquety the uncle of the C!ount 
de Yauxy her son-in-law. Of Fouqoet we have alreadj had 
occasion to speak. He was a man of eminent piety, and 
seems to have been desirous oi devoting himself to Grod in 
all things. The marriage of his nephew with Mademoiselle 
Gujon opened the way for forming an acquaintance with 
the mother, with whose character and history, and probably 
with her writings, he was previously acquainted. He knew 
where she was concealed; obtained, by authority which 
he had from herj the funds that were necessary for her 
support; and kept her advis^ of the movements of her 
enemies. 

Madame Guyon hoped, that^ by returing for a time altogeth- 
er from notice, there would be some cessation to the attacks 
which were constantly made upon her. But she was mis* 
taken. As soon as she disappeared, the report was circu- 
lated, that she had gone into the provinces, for the purpose 
of disseminating her doctrines there. So that the fiict of her 
retirement, with sudi an interpretation put upon it, tended 
rather to increase than to allay the ferment. Under these 
circumstances she thought it best to return to her home, and 
to enter again upon the discharge of her ordinary duties, 
whatever might be the consequences. 

19. Soon afler this, an event occurred, which was calcu- 
lated to add to her trials. It was the sickness and death of 
her friend and relative, Monsieur Fouqnet In this good 
man she found one who not only sympathized in her reli- 
gious views and feelings, but aided her much as an adviser 
in her affairs, and as a personal friend. Madame Guyon 
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seems to have had entire confidence, not only in his religioas 
experience, but in his practical prudence and in his friendly 
dispositions. And in consequence of the family connection 
now existing between them, she could consult him, and re- 
ceive his advice and assistance, without being subjected to 
the suspicions and misinterpretations which might have 
attended the presence and aid of other well-disposed per- 
sons. His last moments were moments of triumphant peace. 
The fd^owing letter was written to him by' Madame Guyon, 
a short time before his death : — 

" To Monsieur Fouquet* 

<< I have thought for some time, that you would not 
survive your present sickness. It has even seemed to me, 
that it would not be possible for you to live beyond the ap- 
proaching celebration of the Holy Sacrament. 

^ Regarding, therefore, your departure as near at hand, I 
cannot help sa3ring that, in losing you, I lose one of my most 
faithful friends ; perhaps I may add, that I lose the only 
friend, in whom, under existing circumstances, I can repose 
with entire confidence in all things* I feel my loss ; but the 
sorrow which I experience does not prevent my rejoicing 
in the happiness which is yours. It is not your situation 
which is to be regretted, but rather that of those who are 
left behind. God, who has made us one in spirit, has an- 
nounced the hour of separation. May the blessing of our 
Divine Master rest upon you I 

"Go, then, happy spirit;-^ go, and receive the recom- 
pense reserved for all those who have given themselves to 
the Lord in a love which is pure. As we have been united 
in time, may we be united in eternity. Let your parting 

* See Lettres Chr^tiennes et Spiritaelles snr divers Snjets qui re- 
gaident la Vie Interienre. Tome i. p. 646. 
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prayer be for her who is left behind, and for the spiritoal 
children whom the Lord has giyen her, that in all time, and 
in all things, they may be faithfal to his adorable will. 

*^ Farewell; — and, as you ascend to the arms of Him 
who has prepared a place for you, be an ambassador for me, 
and tell him that my soul loves him. 

^ Jeanne M. B. de la Moths Gttton." 



CHAPTER X. 

Efforts made in her behalf. She objects to the course which her 
friends propose to take, Bossuet, bishop ofMeaux, Remarks 
on his character and position. He becomes alarmed at the pro- 
gress of the new doctrine. Seeks an interview with Madame 
Guyon at Paris in September, 1698. Second interview ow the 
90th of Jan. 1694. Some account of the conversation which 
passed between them. Effect qfit upon Madame Guyon. Cor- 
respondence between them. Attacked with a fever. 

In this state of things, some of the friends of Madame 
Gujon, among whom I think we could not mistake in in- 
cluding the Dukes BeauviUiers and Chevreuse, undertook 
some measures in her behalf. Fearing either some acts of 
personal Tiolence, or some impressions on the minds of those 
in authority, which might perhaps lead to a renewed impris- 
onment, they drew up a memorial addressed to the king, the 
object of which was to give a correct account of the inci- 
dents of her life and of her motives of action, with a view to 
vindicate and to protect her. This memorial was drawn up 
with the concurrence and approbation of Madame de Hain- 
tenon, who thought it proper, before it was employed in the 
way which was intended, to show it to Madame Guyon. 

2. " This paper," says Madame Guyon, "although it was 
a pleasing evidence of the kindness of those who had a share 
in framing it, gave me some uneasiness. I had some doubts 
whether it was the will of God that I should be protected 
and vindicated in that manner. I was jealous of myself, lest 



or MAPAMK GUTOH. 141 

I should be foond improperly resting upon a human arm, 
or too eager to be relieved from that burden of trial, which 
God's wisdom had seen fit to impose. Such were mj feel- 
ings on this point, that I earnestly requested mj friends not 
to take this course $ but to leave me to the natural develop- 
ments of providence, to be vindicated or to suffer, as mj 
heavenly Father might see best They respected my wbhes ; 
and the memorial was accordingly suppressed." 

3. It was in connection with these circumstances, and 
such as have been detailed in the last chapter, that the new 
spirituality, as it was sometimes termed, first particularly 
arrested the attention of Bossuet, bishop of Meaux. To 
those who are acquainted with ecclesiastical history, it is 
hardly necessary to say, that Bossuet was at this time con- 
fessedly the head of the French church. And if we esti- 
mate him chiefly by his intellectual strength, I think we 
may well say, that he deserved to be so. Possessed of vast 
learning and not greater in the amount of his knowledge 
than he was in the powers which originated and con- 
trolled it, he brought to the investigation of religious sub- 
jects, whether theological or practical, the combined lights 
and ornaments of research, of reasMiing, and of rich imagina- 
tion. 

4. By his great work, entitled, A Hutcry of the Varia- 
tions of the Doctrines of the Reformed Churches^* in which 
he had subjected the doctrines of Luther and of the other 
Protestant reformers to a severe scrutiny, he had not only 
acquired a splendid reputation, but had placed himself in a 
position which led him to be regarded by Catholics as em- 
phatically the defender of the faith. This reputation, which 
might well fill any ordinary amount of secular or of ecclesi- 
astical ambition, was so dear to him, that he had for many 

* Histoire des Yariatioiis des Eglises Protestantes. 
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years, as if by the strong instinct of habit, fixed his wither- 
ing eye on the slightest heretical deviations. He knew well 
what was going on in France. But he who had broken the 
spear with the strongest intellects of the world, felt some 
reluctance to entering the lists with a woman. 

It seemed to him impossible that Madame Guyon, what- 
ever might be her talents and personal influence, could 
produce an impression, either in Paris or elsewhere, which 
would be dangerous to the church. And if it were so, was 
it not enough, that d'Aranthon and Father Innocentius, men 
of distinguished ability and of great influence, had already, 
in the early and distant places of her influence, set in motion 
measures of opposition ; measures which were sustained at 
Paris by the efforts of La Mothe and de Harlai, of Nicole 
and Boileau, aided by a multitude of subordinate agen- 
cies? 

5. But the result did not correspond with his anticipa- 
tions. If such distinguished men as the Dukes of Beau- 
villiers and Chevreuse, and more than all if such a man 
as FeneloQ, on whom the hopes of France had fastened 
as its burning and shining light, had come under this 
influence, to what would these things lead? It seems 
never to have occurred to him, that the hand of the Lord 
might be in all this. He is not wise who thinks lightly 
of the influence of a woman who has the great intel- 
lectual powers, the accomplished manners, and the serious 
and deep piety of Madame Guyon. But suppose it to have 
been otherwise. Suppose her to have been fanatical in feel- 
ing and weak in judgment, as her enemies chose to represent 
her. Is it not true, that God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which are mighty ? Has he 
not declared, and has he not sustained the declaration by the 
history of spiritual movements in all ages of the world, that 
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he baa selected ^ things which are not^ to bring to nought 
things that are " f 

6. Gkxl will so work, he will employ such instnimentalitj, 
and under such circumstances, as to glorify himself. It was 
not Madame Gujon, but God in her^ who produced these 
zesults. She had undei^one those deeply searching and 
purifying operations of the Holy Spirit, which consume the 
pride and power, ''the hay and the stubble" of nature, 
and leave the subject of it nothing in him$elf. When she 
thought of herself, she could find no term which so exactly 
expressed her situation as the word Nothing: — ''I am 
nothing" But it was a favorite idea with her also, that the 
All of God — his presence, wisdom, and power — dwells, 
more than anywhere else, in the nothing of the creature. 
This, which Qven Bossuet seems not fully to have understood, 
was the source of her influence. 

7. The case of Fenelon, in particular, troubled him ; 
Fenelon, whose talents he knew, whose friendship he val- 
ued, and of whose piety and influence he had the highest 
hopes. He determined, therefore, though with some re- 
luctance, to put forth his own great strength, and to risk his 
own splendid reputation, in the attempt to extinguish this 
new heresy. But he had known Madame Guyon only by 
report ; and he thought it due to charity and truth, to form 
a personal acquaintance as a means of more distinctly ascer« 
taining her views. He accordingly visited her, for the first 
time, at her residence in Paris, in company with the Duke 
de Chevreuse, who was an acquaintance and friend of Ma- 
dame Guyon. 

This interview appears to have taken place in September, 
1693. The conversation was at first of a general character. 
In the course of what passed between them, Bossuet re- 
marked, that he had formerly read, with a degree of satis- 
faction, her Treatise on Prayer, and also her Commentary 
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on the Canticles. As reference was thus made to her writ* 
ings, the Duke of Chevreuse, who remained during this 
interview, observing probably a oopj of it in the room, 
directe4 the attention of Bossuet to the work of Madame 
Gujon, entitled, The Tobbents. He immediatelj took the 
work, and cast his eye rapidly over some passages. Wh^ 
he had looked at it a few moments in this manner, he re- 
marked, without condemning any thing, that there were some 
things in it, which required explanation. 

In the course of this interview, Bossuet made a number 
of remarks on the necessity and reality of an inward and 
spiritual life, which were highly gratifying to Madame 
Guyon. The interview terminated witib a proposition on 
the part of Madame Guyon, which was accepted by Bossuet, 
that he should obtain and examine at his Ic^isure aU her 
writings, and make known more definitely his opinions upon 
them. 

8. A seccmd meeting took place some four or five months 
afterwards. In the interval between them, the Duke of 
Chevreuse, with the permission of Madame Guyon, and in 
order to give him a full view of her history and character, 
put into the hands of Bossuet the manuscript of her Auto* 
biography. He read it carefully, and politely wrote a letter 
to the duke, expressive of the interest he felt in it 

All her printed works also were submitted to him, so that 
when, afler some months, they had the opportunity of meet- 
ing again, Bossuet felt prepared to state to her some of the 
objections which he felt to her views, as he understood 
them. 

9. This second interview took place on the thirtieth of 
January, 1694. At the request of Bossuet, both this and 
his previous interview were kept as secret as possible. 
The reason he gave was, that the relations existing between 
him and the archbishop of Paris, who was probably jealous 
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of his superior Imowledge and reputatioD, were such as to 
reoder it desirable. At his request, also, he met her, not at 
her own house, but at, the house of one of his own friends, 
the Abb<S Jannon, who lived in the street Cassette, near the 
Coavent or House of the religious association, called the 
Daughters of the H0I7 Sacounent. The conference con- 
tinued during the greater part of a da.j. The Duke of 
Chevrease was present, and probably some other persons. 

10. A small part of the conversation is given by Madame 
Guyon in her Autobiog^phy. It would have been pleas- 
ing, if she had given the whole ; but what is wanting can, I 
think, be found and made np, in a considerable degree, &om 
her subsequent jcorrespondence with Bossuet, and from her 
work entitled, A concise Apology for the Short Method of 
Prayer. With these aids I have ventured to give the fol- 
lowing conversiktion, as expressive of the substance of what 
passed between them, without attempting to give the precise 
terms of it. It is a conversation rendered remarkable by 
the nature of the topics, and by the relation of the parties ; 
and I think it should not be forgotten here, that, while 
Madame Guyon stood foremost among women of intellect 
as well as piety, Bossuet was at that time, as we have 
already remarked, the most distinguished of the theologians 
of Europe. 

11. Bossuet. The doctrines which you advance, madame, 
involve the fact of an inWard expmence above the common 
experience of Christians, even those who have a high repu- 
tation for piety. 

Madame Guy(m. I hope, sir, it will not be regarded as 
an offence, if I indulge the hope and belief, that a higher 
experience, even a much higher one, is practicable than that 
which we commonly see. 

Bossuet. Certainly not But when we see persons going 
so far as to speak of a bve to €k)d without any regard to 

VOL. II. 13 
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self, of the entire sanctification of the hearty and of divine 
union, have we not reason to fear, that there is some illusion? 
We are told, that there is ^ none that doeth good and sinneth 
not" 

Madame Guy<m. There is no one, with the exception of 
the Saviour, who has not sinned ; and no one, who maj not 
be described as a sinner. There is no one who is not now, 
and will not always be, entirely unworthy. £v^i when there 
is a heart which divine grace has corrected and has rendered 
entirely upright, there may still be errors of perception and 
judgment, (inyohintarily it is true, but resulting from a pre- 
vious state of sinfulness,) which, will involve relatively wrong 
and injurious doing, and raider it necessary, therefore, to 
apply continually to the blood of Christ. But, while I read* 
ily concede all this, I cannot forget, that we are required to 
be like Christ; and that the Saviour himself has laid the 
injunction upon us to love Grod with all our heart, and to be 
perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect. My own experi- 
ence has added strength to my convictions. 

Bossuet. Personal experience is an important teacher. 
And as you have thus made a referience to what you have 
known experimentally, you will not thii^ it amiss, madame, 
if I ask the question, whether you regard yourself, as public 
report asserts to be the case, as being the subject of this high 
religious state, and as possessing alioly heart ? 

Madame Guyon. If you understand by a holy heart, one 
which is wholly consecrated and devoted to God, I see no 
reason why I should deny the grace of God, which has 
wrought in me, as I think, this gr^at salvation. 

Bossttet, The Saviour, madaine, speaks in high terms of 
the man who went up into the temple, and smote upon his 
bosom, and said, ^ Gpd be merciful to me a sinner." 

Madame Guy(m. It is very true, sir, that this inan was 
a sinner ; but it is also true, that he prayed that God would 
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be mercifiil to him ; iind God, who is a hearer of prajer, did 
not mock either bis sorrows or his petitions, bnt granted his 
request. If I may be allowed to speak of mjrself, I think I 
raaj say, that I too have uttered the same prayer ; I too 
have smitten upbu my bosom in the deep anguish of a rebel- 
lious and convicted spirit I can never forget it. Months 
and years witnessed the tears which I shed ; but deliverance 
came. My wounds were 'healed ; my tears were dried up ; 
and my soul was crownedj and I -Chink I can say with thank- 
fulness, is now crowned, with purity an]^f)eaee. 

JSossuef, There are but few persons who can express 
themselves so strongly, 

' Modame Guyon. I regret that it is so ; and the more so, 
because it is an evidence of the want offaiih, M«n pray 
to God to be merciful, without believing that he is willing to 
be merciful ; they pray for deliverance from sin and for full 
sanctification, without believing that provisioti is made for it ; 
and thus insult God in the* very prayer which they offer. 
Can: it be possible, that one like yourself, who has studied 
the Scriptures so iong and so profitably, can doubt of the 
rich provisions of the gospel in this matter ; and deny, in 
the long catalogue of the saints of the Catholic chnrchj that 
any of them have been sanctified? 

. Bosmet, I am not disposed,, madame, to deny, that the 
doctrine of sanctification, when properiy understood, is a 
doctrine of the Catholic church. I cannot forget the rich 
examples which are found in a St. Francis d^ Sales, in a 
St. Theresa, and in the celebrated Catharines. But I can- 
not* deny, that I am slow to admit the existence of this great 
blesdng in individual cases. The evidence should be y&rj 
marked. Thi^ you will admit, is a |>roper precaution. And 
conceding that' the promises of God are adequate to these 
great results, ahd admitting the general truth of the doctrine 
of sanctification, I must still offer inquiries which involve 
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^erj serious doubts in relation to some of its aspects, as they 
are presented in your irritings. 

Madame Guyon. < I have alwajrs been ready, ^r, to con* 
fess my ignorance ; and having no sjrstem to maintain, and 
no object to secnre, separate from the doing of Grod's will 
and the manifestation of his glory> I have no reluctance in 
submitting what I have «aid to your correction. 

Bosiuet In lookmg over the manuscript, which gives 
some account of your own personal history, in which I have 
generally been intea^ted and satisfied, I was somewhat sur- 
prised to see, that, in a certain .passage, you speak of your- 
self as the woman of the Apocalypse. 

Madame Guyen. I recollect that there is something of 
this kind. As I read the passage in the Apocalypse, which 
speaks of the woman who fled into the wilderness, I must 
confess, as I thought of myself as driven from place to place 
for announciDg the doctrines of the Lord, it did seem to me, 
that the expressions might be applied, not as prophetic of 
me, but as illustrative of my condition. There are some 
things in the account of my life, which probably are of no 
consequence, and would not have been written, had it not 
been for the urgency of my confessor, who required every 
thing to be inserted. 

Bossuet, I am willing to accept your explanation in this 
particular entirely, and will proceed now to some things 
which seem to me to be essential. It k not merely my o\h 
ject to criticise, but,' ia part at least, to obtain explana- 
tions, in order that I may understand the subject more fully 
myself, and that I may know, in the situation in which I am 
placed, what course it is propier to take. You wiH excuse 
me, therefore, for asking in a proper spirit of inquiry^ what 
you mean by being in the state, which is variously denomi- 
nated the state of holiness, of pure love, and of Christian 
perfection. 
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Madamt Guyon. This qae8ti<lh might, I rappose, be aa- 
swered in yarioos ways. Bat as some of tkese terms, in 
their appiicaticKi to haman natore, are in some degree odious, 
and are at least liable to, be misonderstood, I will saj here, 
that I understaiid, bj being in the state tor whidi yon refer, 
much the same thing as I understand by being in the state 
of entire self-renunciation. He who is notbutg, he who is 
lost to. himself, he who is dead to bis own wisdom and his 
own strength, and who, in the renonnoement of his own 
life, lives in God's life, nay properly be caUed a holy man ; 
and, in a mitigated sense of the terms, may perhaps be 
called a perfect man. Trub lowliness of spirit, as I have 
now explained it, accompanied by such faith in God as will 
supply the nothingness t& the creatnre from the divine ful- 
ness, involves the leading idea of what, in experimental 
writers, is denominated Christian perfection. Perhaps some 
-other name would .express it as well. 

JBo98uei^ I am glad to fmd, madame, that yon entertain 
such views of Christian perfection as are consistent with 
lowliness of spirit. The Saviour himself says, '' Ifej that is 
host anumg you ally the same skaU he great.^ And the Apostle 
to the Grentiles, eminent as he was in sanctity, describes him- 
self as the ^ least of the aposUes^* * I believe it is true, that 
eminently holy persons feel their dependence and nothing- 
ness more entirely than others. 

But is it a mark, madame, of Christian lowliness to disre- 
gard the principles and practices which have been sanctioned 
by the wisdom and piety of many ages ? In your Short 
Method of Prayer, there are some expressions which seem 
to imply, that the austerities and mortifications which are 
practised in the Catholic church are not necessary. 

Madame Guyon, I admit that my views and practices 
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differ in this particular from those of some other persons. I 
cannot say that I do now, with the views which I at present 
have of the~power and the applications of fkith, attach that 
importance to austerities and practices of physical mortifica- 
tion, which I once did. My view now is this. Physical 
sufferings and mortifications, which tend to hring the appe- 
tites into subjection, and to restore us in that respect to 
harmony with Grod, are of great value ; they are a part of 
God's discipline, wHich he has wisely instituted and rendered 
curative in the presept life : but theh they should not be 
self-sought or self-infiieted ; but should be received and sub^ 
mitted to, as they come in the course of God's providence. 
In other words, crosses are good ; our rebellious nature needs 
them ; not those, however, which are of merely human origin, 
but those which Grod himself makes and imposes.* 

Bossuet. I am doubtful, whether your views on this sub- 
ject ought to be considered satisfactory. But we will leave 
them for the presebt, to be further examined, perhaps, at some 
future time. 

I might ask again. Is it consistent with Christian humility, 
with true lowliness of spirit, to lay down the principle, as I 
find you have done in the work entitled The Torrents, 
that souls in the highest religious state may approach the 
Sacramental Communion, and may partake of the sacred 
element which is offered in it, without special preparation? 

Madame Guyon. I am entirely confident, sir, that the 
highest religious experience is not opposed, and cannot by 
any possibihty be opposed, to the truest humility. I say 

^ See, in connection with the topics introduced in this chapter, and in 
addition to the statements made in the Life of Madame Gayon, the 
Trea.tise, entitled, Courte Apdogie du Mfnfen Cowt ; ^Iso the work of 
^Bossnet, entitled, Instruction sur let Etats dOraiaon, See also a letter 
of Monsieur Pirot, a Doctor of the Sorhonne, printed in the works of 
Bossuet, vol. ziL 
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farther, that I fully appreciate the great importance of a 
careful and thorough preparation for the occasion of the 
Holj Eucharist. But still it does seem to me, that a soul, 
wholly devoted to God and living in the divine presence, 
moment by moment, if it should be so situated as not to 
enjoy the ordinary season of preparatory retirement and 
. recollection, would still be in a state to partake of the sacra- 
mental element, and would be accepted in it. I am. aware 
that it is difficult for those who are not in this religious state, 
to conceive of what I now say ; but their inability of per- 
ception does not alter the fact, if the fact be such as I 
suppose it to be. 

JBossuet . If you design, noadame, to limit the remark 
made in The Tobrents, to ciome extreme case of this kind, 
it will be regarded, X suppose, as less objectionable than it 
would otherwise be. I have no other desire or object than 
that of ascertaining what is tme» I repeat, that I do not 
object to the doctrine of Christian Perfection, or of Pure 
Love, or whatever other namo may be given to it, when 
considered in its general form ; but I cannot deny, that I 
have serious objections to particular views and particular 
forms of expression which I sometimes find connected with 
it. I find, from time to time, in your works, modes of ex- 
pression which strike me as peculiar. Without delaying, 
therefore, on the general features of the doctrine, I will take 
the liberty to direct your attention to a number of things which 
characterize it, in part, as it appears in your writings. I will 
illustrate what I mean. I find, in expression at least, what 
strikes me as very peculiar, that you make God identical 
-with events. You say, in nearly so many words, particularly 
in the work entitled the Torrents, that to the sanctified soul 
every thing which exists, with the exception of sin, is God. 

Madame Guyon. In reply to this remark, it seems to me 
prcqper to observe, in the first place^ that the doctrines of 
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sanctification are sometimes erroneously or imperfectlf rep- 
resented in consequence of the imperfection of language. 
As thej are the doctrines of a life which is almost unknown 
to the world, it is but natural that thej should have no ade- 
quate terms and phrases ; so that we readily admit, that we 
express ourselves awkwardly and with difficulty. Is it un- 
reasonable, under these circumstances, to iwk the favor of a 
candid and charitable interjuretadon ? ^ 

Boisuet, I admit, madame, the existence of the difficulty 
to which you refer, and think it should be considered. 

Madame Guyon. With this concession on your part, I 
proceed to admit on mine, that the assertion, taken just as it 
stands, namely, that emry event is Gody is not true ; even 
when made with the exception of those things winch are 
sinful. But I still affirm, that the expression has a definite 
and important meaning to thie truly sanctified soul. Such a 
soul, in a manner and degree which ordinary Christians do 
not well understand, recognizes the fact^ that Grod sustains a 
definite relation to everything which takes place. God is in 
events ; and, if he is the centre and controHer of the uni- 
verse, he cannot be out of them. The sanctified soul not 
only speculatively recognizes the relation of Grod to events, 
but feels it ; that is to say, it is brought into a practical and 
realized communion with God through them. You will find 
this form of expression in the writings of Catharine of Genoa. 
She says, that every thing which took place, was God to her; 
because she found, in a sense which the world did not and 
could not understand, that God was in every thing. 

Bassuet, I notice also, as another fllusteration of the ob- 
jectionable parts of your writings to which I have just now 
referred, thaf yon sometimes speak in them, as if the will of 
Grod, as well as outward events, were identical with Grod 
himself. I think, madame, you will perceive on reflection, 
that such statements, whatever may be said in defence of 
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them, are likely to be misanderstood, and that, in point 
pf fact, they are not strictly true. I illustrate my meaning 
thus. We always use the term man as indading the vfhole 
of man, and of course as including something more than the 
mere will of man. In like manner we use the term God as 
expressive of the whole of God, his intellect and affections, 
as well as his will. So that to speak of the will of God, 
which is but a part, as identical with God, which is the 
whole, is necessarily erroneous. 

Madame Guytm, I have no disposition, as I should not 
have good grounds to do it, to object to the correctness of 
your remark. But I ought to say perhaps, and naturally 
supposed, that I should be understood in that manner, that, 
in speaking of the will of God as identical with God himself, 
I used the terms in a mitigated or approximated, and not in 
a strict or absolute sense. But, while I make this conces- 
sion, I am still inclined to say, in this case as in the other, 
that practically and religiously we may accept the will of 
God as God himself not only without injury, but with some 
practical benefits. 

Certain it is, that God is manifested in his will in a pecu- 
liar sense. We x»n more easily make a distinction between 
Grod and his power, and between God and his wisdom, than 
we can betweea God and his toiU, The will or purpose of 
God, in a given case, necessarily includes something more 
than the me^e act of Tvilling : it includes all that Grod can 
think in the case, and all that God can feel in the case. 
And I must confess, that the will of Grod, whenever and 
wherever made known, brings out to my mind more dis- 
tinctly and fully the idea, and presence, and fulness of Grod,, 
than any thing else. This is so much the case, that, when- 
ever I meet with the will of Grod, I feel that I meet with 
God ; whenever I respect and love the will of God, I feel 
that I respect and love God ; whenever I unite with the ^nll 
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of God, I feel that I unite with God. So that practically and 
religiously, although I am aware that a difference can be 
made philosophically, God and the will of God are to me 
the same* He who is in perfect harmony with the wiU of 
God, is as much in harmony with God himself, as it is pos- 
sible for any being to be. The very name of God's will fills 
me with joy. 

Bossuet, I notice that the terms and phrases which you 
employ, sometimes differ from those with which I frequently 
meet in theological writings. And perhaps the reason, 
which you have already suggested, explains it in part Bat 
still, I repeat, they are liable to be misunderstood and to 
lead into error; and hence it is necessary to ascertain pre- 
cisely what is meant. You sometimes describe what you 
consider the highest state of religious experience as a state 
of passivity; and at other times, I believe, speak of it as 
pcusively active, I confess, madame, that I am afraid of ex- 
pressions which I do not fully understand, and which have 
the appearance at least of being somewhat at variance 
with man's moral agency and accountability. 

Madame Guyon. I am not surprised, sir, at your refers 
ence. to these expressions ; and still I hardly know what 
other expressions to employ in the cases where they are 
particularly applicable. I will endeavor to explain. In the 
early periods of man's religious experience, he is in what 
may be called a mixed life ,\ sometimes acting from God, 
but more frequently, until he has made considerable advance- 
ment, acting from himself. His inward movement, until it 
becomes corrected by divine grace, is self-originated, and is 
characterized by that perversion which belongs to every- 
thing coming from that source. But when the soul, in thOs 
possession of pure or perfect love, is fully converted, and 
everything in it is subordinated to God, then it& state is 
always either passive, or passively active. 
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Bat I am willing to ooncede, which will perhaps meet 
your objection, that there are some reasons for preferring 
the term passively acHve ; becanse the sanctified soul, al- 
though it no longer has a will of its own, is never strictly 
inert Under all circumstances and in all cases, there is 
reallj a distinct act on the part of the soul, namely, an act 
of eoapenOian with God; although, in some cases, it is a 
simple cooperation with what now u, and constitutes the re- 
ligious state of subuBssive acquiescence and patience ; while 
in others it is a cooperation with reference to what is to be , 
and implies future results, and consequently is a state of 
movement and performance. 

Bossuet. I think, madame, I understand you. There is 
a distinction, undoubtedly, in the two classes of cases, which 
you have just mentioned ; but as the term pcusively aetive 
will apply to both of them, I think it is to . be preferred. 
You use this complex term, I suppose, because: there are 
two distinct acts or operations to be iexpressed, namely, 
the act of preparatory or preveniefU grace on the part of 
God, and the cooperative act *on the part of the creature ; 
the soul being passive, or merely perceptive, in the former ; 
and active, although always in accordance with the divine 
leading, in the other. 

Madame Guyon. That is what I mean, sir ; and I feel 
obliged to you for the explanation. 

. Bossuet. Is>your doctrine, then, in this particular, much 
different from that of antecedent or prevenient grace, which 
we generally find laid down in theological writers, and 
which implies, in its application, that there is no truly good 
act on the part of the soul, except it be in cooperation 
with God? 

Madame Guyon. I do not know, that the difference is 
great ; perhaps there is none at all. I am' willing to ac- 
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knowledge that I am not mnch acquainted with theological 
writers. 

JBoMSuei. Would it not be desirable, madame, that those 
who exercise the function of public teachers, should have 
such an acquaintance ? As women are not in a situation to 
go through with a course of theological education, U has 
sometimes seemed to me, that it would be well £6r them to 
dispense with public missions, till they are in a situation to 
avail themselves of a higher intellectual culture. 

Madame Guyon. I do not doubt, sir, that your remark is 
well meant. The want of such qualifications as those to 
which you refer, has frequently been with me a subject of 
serious consideration, and of some perplexity. Nevertheless 
I sincerely believe, that it is God who has given me a mes- 
sage, in a humble and proper way, to my fellow-beii^ ; but 
I am aware of its inq)erlect utterance. But, in his great 
wisdom, he sometimes makes use of feeble instruments. And 
I have thought, as he condescended, on one occasion at least, 
to employ a dumb animal to utter his truth, he might some- 
times make use of a woman for the same purpose. 

BossueL I merely refer to the subject, without wishing to 
press it I should be sorry to say any thing, winch would 
imply a limitation to the wisdom and providence of God. 

Another thing, which I have noticed in your writings, is 
this. You speak of those who are in the state of unselfish 
or pure love, which I suppose you regard as the highest reli- 
gious state, as contemplating the pure Divinity ;^ implying 
in the remark that they contemplate God in a difierent way 
from what is common with other Christians. 

Madame Ouyon. What I mean is this. There are two 
ideas of God ; the complex, and the simple or pbimabt. In 
the order of mental development, the complex is first ; but 
in the order of nature, the simple or primary idea is first. 
The complex idea is that which embraces God, hot so mnch 
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in liimself, as in his attributes ; — his power, .wisdmn, good- 
ness, and truth. The beginners in the religious life are yerj 
apt to stop and rest in this ideiei } and they can hardlj fail to 
lose bj it. To think of God's power, making his power a 
distinct and special subject of attention, is not to think of 
God. To think of God's benevolence also, in this specific 
and individualising manner, is not to think of God ; but is 
merely to think of a certain attribute, which pertains to 
him. It is well understood, I suppose, that we may form an 
idea of mattw, in distinction from the attributes of matter ; 
and that we may form an idea of mind, in distinction fA>m the 
attributes of mind ; •; — a notion or idea, which is simple and 
undefinable, it is true, but which has a real existence. And 
in like manner we mi^ form an idea of God, in distinction 
from tbe attributes of God. It is not only possible to do 
this; but it is impossible not to do it, on the appropriate 
occasions of doing it The very idea of an attribute implies 
an idea of a sul^ect to which the attribute belongs. To 
speak of the attributes of the human mind or of God, inde- 
pendently of the idea of such mind or of God considered as 
distinct from such attributes, would be an absurdity. There 
are two ideas of God, therefore ; tibe one of God as a subject, 
the primary idea, which is simple and undefinable; the 
other of God as a combination of separate divine attributes, 
which is complex, and is consequently susceptible of analysis 
and definition. God, revealed in the first idea, and oonsid* 
ered, not as a mere congeries of attributes, but as the subject 
or entity cf such attributes, is what I call, and I think not 
without some reason, the Pure Divinity. Persons in the 
sanctified or unitive state, in distinction from the meditative 
or mixed state, geaierally receive and rest in Grod as devel- 
oped in the first or primary idea. It is natural to them to 
do so, and it is not more natural than it is appropriate and 
profitable. When they depart from that idea, it is almost a 

VOL. 11. 14 
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matter of course that thej indulge in meditative and discur- 
sive acts, which tend to separate them from the true centre ; 
and they thus lose that consciousness of oneness with God, 
which thej have when their hearts unite widi him as a God 
simple, 

« Bo$suet. Permit me to ask, madame, whether you mean 
in these remarks to discourage meditative and discursive 
acts, such as are implied in an analysis and due considera- 
tion of the divine attributes ? 

Madante Guyon. Kot at aU. Such acts are very import- 
ant ; but they have their appropriate place, and are much 
more suited to lower states of experience than that purified 
and contemplative state of which we are now speaking. 

BoUuet. The distinctions you have made, and the expla- 
nati(HiS' you have given, although not obvious without con- 
siderable Inflection, seem to me reasonable and satisfactory. 
But I must confess, that I cannot allege a personal acquaint- 
ance with that experience which unites the soul with God 
as he i& developed m the primary or elementary idea. 

Madame Gugon, I hope, ^r, that yoii will not take it 
amiss, when I say, that I regret that you find it necessarj^ 
thus to speak of a defect of personal experience. The theol- 
ogy of the head is often obscure- and uncertain, without the 
interpretation of the higher theoh^of the heart The head 
sometimes eirs ; but a right heart never* 

Bossuet I hope, madame^ that I have experienced some- 
thing of the grace of God ; but I am free to acknowledge, 
that I have not arrived at what you and other writers who 
sympathize with your views, call the fixed state. Is it pos- 
sible, that any one should believe^ that Christians, however 
devoted they may be, will arrive at a state in the present 
life, where there are no vicissitudes, and where there is per- 
petual sunshine ? This is Another point on which it would 
gtve me great satisfaction to obtain your explanationsr 
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Madame Gugon. In using this form of expression and 
others like it, it is not meant to be said, that the sanctified 
soul is not characterized, in its experience, by any vidssi- 
tudes whatever. But still, when the soul has experienced 
this great grace, the mind is comparatiyely at rest Is a 
fixed state, understanding the terms in this manner, less de- 
sirable than an unfixed state ? Is there any thing, which is 
to be especially commended in the changes, in the alterna- 
tions of energy and of weakness, of faith and of unbelief, 
which characterize the lives of ordinary Christians? All 
that is meant by the fixed state is a state which is estab- 
lished, which is comparatively firm, which is based more 
upon principle than upon feelii^ and lives more by faitk 
than by emo^on. Those who live by faith, who see God 
equally in the storm and the sunshine, and who rejoice 
equally in both, know what I mean ; while those who do not 
thus live, can hardly fail to be perplexed. 

Bosiuet. I will proceed now to mention one thing, in 
connection with this form of religious experience, which 
seems to me worthy of special nodce. Those who arrive at 
the highest religious state are so far above the common 
wants, or rather suppose themselves to be bo far above such 
wants, as not to recognize and urge them in acts of supplica- 
tion. At least, such is often understood to be the fact. Bqt 
it is hardly necessary to say to ydu, that the Scriptures com- 
mand us to pray always, to pray without ceasing. The 
language of the Saviour is, ^Asky and ye shall receive ; $eekj 
and ye shall find i knocky and it shall be opened unto you." 

It seems to me very clear, that prayer is a thing not only 
of perpetual command, but of perpetual obligation. 

Madame GuyoTU I am pleased, sir, that you have intro- 
duced this subject So far from the truth is it, that persons, 
who have experienced the blessing of pube ob pebfect 
. LOVE, cease to pray, that it is much nearer the truth to say, 
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that they praj always. Certain it is, that the prayer is 
always in their hearts, although it may not always be spoken. 
We sometimes call this state of mind the prater of silence » 
It is perhaps a prayer too deep for words ; bnt it is not on 
that aocoont to be regarded as no proffer. Do you state 
your difficulty precisely as you wish to have it understood ? 

BossueL It is not easy for me to understand what prayer 
Is, unless it be tpecifie. And in order to give my difficulty 
a precise shape, I will attach that epithet, and^say, that the 
system of present sanctification, or pure love, seems to ex- 
clude ipeeijie requests, prayers for particular ihings. 

Madame Guyon, And, supposing it to be so, which is not 
the case, is that state of mind to be thought Ughtly of, whidi 
does not ask for particular things ?• — which says to the Lord 
continually, I do not ask for this or that, I have no desire or 
petition for any thing in particular, lut desire and choose f 01^ 
myself only what God desires and chooses f I admit, that 
this, in general, is the state of mind in those who have ex- 
perienced the blessing of a perfectly renovated life. As a 
general thing, their state of mind is one of praise rather than 
of petition. They have asked, and they have received. If, 
at a given time, they ask for nothing more, ask for nothing 
in particular, it is because they are full now. 

It is well to state, perhaps, that persons in this state of 
inind cannot easily separate Gods wiU from what now is. 
What Grod gives them now, he wiUs to yive them now ; and 
in that will, which always excludes sin, but ofTen permits 
temptation and suffisring, they are satisfied ; they want noth- 
ing more ; they rest. * They experience in themselves the 
fulfilment of those blessed directions of the Saviour, which 
none but a holy he wt can fully receive and appreciate : — 

" Wherefore, take no thought, saying, What shall we eat ? 
or, what shall we drink ? or, wherewithal shall we be dothed ? 
(for all these things do the Gentiles seek ;) for your heav- 
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enlj Father knoweth, that 70a have need of all these things. 
Bot seek je first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; 
and all these things shall he added onto yon. Take, there- 
fore, no thought for the morrow ; for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself/' 

In these words there is to mj mind a divine meaning, 
such as the world does not understand. Take my own situa- 
tion, mj own case. Mj wants are already supplied, richly, 
abundantly, and running over. What haye I, then, to ask for ? 
What can I ask for when my soul rests in God, and is filled 
with the fulness of God ; and when he leaves me neither 
time nor strength for any thing but to receive his favors, and 
to bless him ? 

Bai9uet. Will you permit me to ask, in connection with 
one of your remarks, whether you mean Uteral fulness H 

Madame Guyon. I do not know, sir, that I understand 
the precise import of your questicm. 

Bo€9ue^. I am led, madame^ to ask the question, by an 
association^ which is suggested by your expressions. In 
reading your Life, I^otice that upon more than one occa- 
sion you spei^ of such effusifms of grace, that your very 
physical system dilated, as it were, and enlarged with them^ 
so as to render it necessary to relieve yourself by some re- 
adjustments of your apparel. 

Madame Guyan. I recollect that there was a time in my 
religious experience, when my emotions were so strong, that 
my physical system was, on one or two occasions, very much 
affected ; so much so that I obtained some relief in the way 
which yon have mentioned* And as, in writing my life, my 
religious director required me to be very particular and to 
write every thing, I thought myself bound to mention the 
<arcumstance to which you allude. Nor do I know that 
there is any thing very astonishing in the fact, or improper 
in the statement *of it It js well known tiiat remarkable 

VOL. n. 14* 
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efiects are sometimes produced upon the physical sjrstem by 
excited natural emotions, as well as bj those which are reli- 
gious. I was quite overcome, I well recollect ; and it was 
necessary for. my friends to render me some assistance in 
such manner as seemed to them pn^r and best ; but I take 
this opportunity to say, that I do not consider emotfve ex- 
citement as always identical with true religious experience, 
and still less with the highest kind of experience. Great 
physical agitation, originating in strong emotions, is generally 
connected, either directly or indirectly, either at the time or 
at some antecedent period, with a high degree of inward re- 
sistance. But, in the highest degree of experience, all such 
resistance is taken away ; the whole soul is in harmony both 
with itself and with God ; and there is quietness, such as 
the world does not know ; a great inward and outward calm. 

Bassttet, This is, in part, a digression. Let us return to 
the subject of which we were speaking. We were speaking 
upon prayer. If I understand you, your soul rests : that is 
the term you employ. That is to say, it is satisfied with 
what it now has in God ; and you have nothing to pray 
for in parttcttlar. 

Madame Gutfon. I think the term rest expresses this 
state very well. It is the rest of faith* But such a state does 
not exclude prayer. On the contrary, the jsanctjfied soiil is, 
by the very fact of its sanctification, the continual subject of 
that prayer which includes all other prayer, namely, Thy wiU 
be done.' When the whole church can utter that prayer with 
one heart and a true heart, the world will be renovated. I 
wish, however, to correct what may perhaps be an error in 
your view of the subject 

This prayer, in which the holy soul rests, as in its pleas- 
ant and perpetual home, is not at all inconsistent with sped- 
Jic prayer. Grod, who has a regard to our ' situation and to 
the relations we sustain, and who has ^he control of the mind 
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tbat has given all up to himself, does not fiul to inspire the 
consecrated soul with specific desires appropriate to times, 
places, and persons ; though always in subordination, as they 
always ought to be in subordination, to his holy will. 

JBossiiet You will notice, that it is not so much my object 
to criticise your explanations, as to receive them ; and^ where 
I do not regard them as entirely satisfactory at present, to 
mskh them the subject of future meditation. I proceed, then, 
to say without any further remarks on the matters which 
have already been suggested, that the state (^ mind which 
you advocate is supposed to lead to inaction. 

Madame Guyon. I .do not readily see, sir, how such a 
statement could well apply to myself, who have hardly 
known, whatever may be true of my mind, what it is to rest 
outwardly and physically. 

jBossue^. I think, madame, it will not; but such an~ im- 
pression ^could hardly arise without some foundation for it 
And I should be glad to hear what can be said in relation to 
the prevalence of an idea, which is certainly an unfavorable 
one. 

Madame Guytm. The foundation, sir, of this idea is' in 
the fact, I suppose, that the truly holy soul ceases from all 
action, which has its origin in merdy human impuUe. It is 
the characteristic of souls^ which are in this state, that they 
move as they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost. " As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God."* They move, therefore, in God's order; neither 
falling behind by indolence, nor precipitated by impetuosity. 
They move in God's spirit, because they are sustained by 
faith ; benevolent, just, hnmutable, in their purpose, so far as 
immutability can be predicated of any thing that is human, 
but always without violence. Such sometimes appear to be 

* Bom. viiL U. ^ 
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inactive, because their action is without iioise. But they are 
Grades workmen ; the true builders in bis great and silentlj 
rising temple ; and they leave an impression^ which, although 
it is not aiwajs marked and obserrabla at the time, is deep, 
operative, and enduring. In this re^et at least, 1 think we 
maj say, that they are formed in tiie dtvine likeness. God 
is the great operator of the' universe ; foot what he does, is 
generally done in silence. The true kingdom of God conws 
*^ without observation." 

JBosmeL I will not pursue these inquiries farther at pres- 
e&tr except In one particular. There are some expressions, 
madame, in your writings, — atid it is the same, I suppose, in 
either writings of a similar character, — which seem to imply 
the extinction of all desire. Man is a' perceptive and sen- 
tient being ; and I do not hesitate to say^ that the extinction 
of all desire, so far from i^ndering him more relig^us, would 
leftder him a brute. 

Mctdame Gnyon, This difficulty is almost identical with 
one which has already been considered : stiU it may not be 
improper to give it a separate notice. I am aware, sir, that 
thtwe who have gained the inward victory, Tery frequently 
speak of the extinction of desire as a characteristic of this 
fitate, and as an evidence of it. How can those desire, who 
abready have every tlnng? How can those be in want, who 
ore already full? But I suppose that their meaning is, and 
can foe, only this. They have lost all natural or unsanctified 
desire. They do not desire any ihing in themselves and of 
themselves ; any thing <mt of God, in the sense of being irre- 
spective of his wilL 

BottUet, Why, then, do they not say what they mean ? 
The form of expression, as we frequentiy find it, is eertainty 
a peculiar one. 

Madame Guyon, In the first place, sir, if their meaning 
is understood as I think it would be likely to be by most 
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persons, the more concise expression is the preferable one. 
But there is perhaps a special reason for their expressing 
themselves in the manner thej do. The state in which thej 
are, is not only one of right ot sanctified desire, but of very 
strong faith. Their faith necessarily takes the form of be- 
lieving, that every thing in their situation, with the exceptioh 
of sin, is in accordance with God's will, and cannot be other- 
wise. Consequently all their desires are met, and perfectly 
met, in the occurrences of each moment ; and this is done, 
not only so perfectly but so quickly, that the desire and the 
fulfilment of the desire are not very distinct in the conscious- 
ness, but seem to be mingled together ; so much so that the 
person, does not, in general, have a dffitinet recollection of 
the desire. Hence it is natn^ for such persons, for this 
reason, as well as because all nnsanctafied desires are in 
reality dead, to speak of their being without, desire. In this 
manner the expressions originate. 

11. There were a number of other topics taken np in the 
course of the conversation. One was the transmission of 
divine grace from herself to others, which she iiad spoken 
of in her writings, as if it were a perceptible or sensible 
transmission ; adding that the divine power or infiuence, 
which was transmitted- through herself as an instrument, re- 
turned back with all its blessedness into her own soul, when 
it was not received by others^ The difficulty in these pas- 
sages of her writings is, that she describes things as they 
seemed to be, and not as they really are ; and thus gave to 
the spiritual operation a sensible or material character, which 
is not appropriate to it. 

When, for instance, she was in the company of persons 
who were seriously disposed, but still were without religion, 
her mind was not only prayerful, but sad and burdened, on 
their behalf. When she witnessed in these persons a dispo- 
sition to receinre the trotili and other erideaees of a yielding 
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and chcmging spirit, she at once experienced relief in her 
own mind ; her grayer was answered ; the burden was re- 
moved. So that apparently^ and looking at the subject in 
the merely human light, something seemed to pass sensibly 
and literally from herself to others. 'And describing the 
thing according to the appearance, rather than according to 
the fact, she justly gave occ^ion for the inquiries and criti- 
cisms of Bdssuet. 

12. Another matter of inquiry was this. While she freely 
spoke, when occasion rendered it proper, of the subjection 
of her natural selfish life, and of her renovation and union 
of spirit with the divine life, there were some passages^ in 
her writings, which Bossuet called to her attention, which 
seemed to imply, that there was such a want of any thing 
remarkable in her state, that she found it difficult to describe 
it or speak of it She says; for instance, in one passage 
of her Autobiography, ^ My state- has become simjple, and 
without any variiGitions. It is a profound annihilation. I find 
nothing iii myself, to which I can give a name." 
- 18. She explained ' these passages by saying, that they 
were to be understood in a comparative sense. Beginners in 
the religious life are necessarily inquisitive, agitated, active, 
but often spasmodic and variable in their action, and full 
of various kinds' of emotion. It is obvious, therefore, that 
almost every day -and houf presents something in their ex- 
perience, which may be made the subject of notice and of 
interesting conversation. But the soul, in a higher state 
of experience, has reduced the multiplicity and agitations of 
nature to the one simple principle of union with God's will. 
It is united to God's will by faith. God is immutable; 
therefore there is a centre of rest. 

14. We may illustrate the subject in a variety of ways. 
A child, finding its parents' out of the house, runs about with 
great noise ; its inquiries and cries are heard in the whole 
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neighborhood ; bat, as soon ad its parents are found, it sits 
down quietly. It makes less noise, but it lias more peace ; 
it is less talked about, but it is more happj. 

The beginners in science, in die mathematics for instance, 
adyance from step to step with great effort. Their efforts- 
attract notice,^ because they are made in various ways, and 
under a variety of motives and excitements. When they 
miss in their calculations, they are depressed with sorrow. 
When they are successful, and find th^r problems folly 
solved, they run to tell their neighbors, and sometimes shoot 
with joy. But it is not so with the great masters of the 
science, a Kewton for instance. These last, while they are 
inwardly thoughtful and operative, are nevertheless always 
cahn, and often silent ; because they are not seekers and 
progressors in the ordinary sense of the terms, but have ike , 
maih^moHes in themselves. And so in relation to any thing 
else ; religion among other things. The more we know and 
possess of it, the greater is our simplicity and rest of spirits 

Id* On this subject Madame Guyon frequently used this 
inustration. All fountains and rivers have a tendency to 
the. ocean. They oftentimes flow with great violence ; over- 
coming obstacles, dashing against rocks, but foaming and 
rushing around them 'with great noise ; but when they meet 
and mingle with the mighty ocean, all is peaceful, because 
they have reached the place of their rest. 

< It was in this way, and by means of such illustrations as 
these, that she endeavored to explain her own state. The 
life of faith, when .faith is perfect, is a very simple one. The 
[»inciple of faith is to the soul, considered in its relation to 
Gk)d, what the principle of gravitation is to the physical 
universe ; uniting all, harmonizing all, but always without 
confusion and noise, and with the greatest simplicity of 
operation. 

16. In giving, in this remarkable conversation, some ac^ 
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ooant of her own state, she uses an illustration' which is- 
worthy of some notice, although I am not sure, that it is in 
all respects an appropriate one. Bossuet was examining 
her on the point of her inability to originate, by her own 
movement, distinct inward acts. In explaining herself on 
this subject, she said that th^ truly purified soul, in the sim- 
plicity of its temper and in its relations to God, seemed to 
her to be like the pure water, 

** Nothing," she says, '< is more simple than water ; nothing 
is more pure. In this respect It may be regarded as an em- 
blem of the holy souL But this is not alL Among other 
things, water has the property of yielding readily and easily 
to all impressions which can be made upon it. And here 
we have another striking incident of resemblaace. As water 
^yields with inconceivable readiness to the slightest human 
touch, so does the holy soul jiM, without any resistance, to 
the slightest touch of God; that is to say, to the slightest 
intimations of the divine will. Again, water is without 
color ; but it is susceptible of all colors. So the holy soul, 
colorless in itself, reflects the hues, whatever they may be, 
which emanate from the divine countenance. Again, water 
has no form ; but takes the form of the vessels, almost end- ' 
less in variety, in which it is contained. So the holy soul 
takes no position or form of itself, but only that which Grod 
gives it." 

And these statements she did not hesitate to apply to 
herself. They illustrated the state of her own soul.- Her 
soul, fulfilling its mission in its simple cooperation with 
divine grace, had nothing of itself. It had its form, its 
brightness, and its movement in God. What God desired 
she desired ; what God willed, she willed ; what God said, 
she said. Her business was cobpieration, not origination. 
There was a voice in her spirit, inaudible but always heard, 
or rather inaudible to men, but always heard by Him who 
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inspired it, which responded, in harmony with all holj be- 
ings, with an uniVbbsal and £tebnal Amen. 

17. This conference, which took place on the dOth of 
January, 1694, continaed the whole afternoon and evening. 
We have not undertaken to repeat every thing which wad 
probably said ; but have detailed enough, perhaps, to give 
the reader a general and correct idea of the relative posi- 
tion and views of the two parties. It was a trying day to 
Madame Guyon. The acute and discriminating mind of 
Bossuet, formed to grapple with the most difficult subjectSy 
subjected her to an examination^ both intellectually and reli- 
giously, such as she had never passed through before. But 
he had the satisfaction of finding her, to a degree beyond his 
anticipations, ready to acknowledge where she was wrong, to 
explain where she was obscure, and to defend herself, be- 
yond the ordinary power either of man or woman, where she 
knew and felt herself to be right. But still it was a trying 
season to her ; a season which required quickness of thought, 
entire purity of intention, and religious patience. 

18. Bossuet, who had been an instructer of princes, was 
no stranger to the French court, and to the presence and 
intercourse of polite and courtly men ; but still he was more 
addicted to books than to society, and thought more of argu- 
ments than of manners. He was a ffrecU man, (speaking 
after the manner of those who see things out of their relation 
to God ;) but, accustomed to the supremacy of his intellectual 
power, he was apt to be dictatorial and rough in his great- 
ness. And this ponderous roughness of manner, which cor- 
responded well with the weighty and strong movement of 
his intellectual action, was but little conciliated and softened 
by the presence and the finer sensibilities of woman. 

Madame Guyon refers to this peculiarity of Bossuet, not 
in the way of complaint, but merely in explanation of what 
she endured in this and some subsequent conferences. " He 

VOL. n. 15 
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was evidently," she says, ^ unfavoFablj affected towards me 
by the secret efforts of some persons resident in the neigh- 
borhood where we met He spoke almost with violence, 
and very fast, and hardly gave me time to explain some 
things which I wished to explain. I was so agitated, in 
one or two instances, by his authoritative and apparently 
dictatorial manner, that I entirely lost my recollection. We 
parted from each other very late in the evening ; and I 
returned home so wearied and overcome with what had 
passed between us, that I was sick for several days." 

19. Bossuet seems, in general, notwithstanding the unfa- 
vorable prepossessicms to which Madame Guyon refers, to 
have been satisfied with this interview. But there were 
some things in her writings, or in what she said at this time, 
which he did not yet fiilly understand. Perhaps it was 
owing to the want of the corresponding inward experience. 
''The light," says the Scripture, ''shineth in darkness ; and 
the darkness comprehendeth it not" This is as triie of the 
partially sanctified as it is of the beginners in the religious 
life. They sometimes treat lightly, and perhaps entirely 
reject, the problems of sanctification ; because, through the 
want of personal experience, they do not comprehend them. 

** As there were some things," she says, « which he could 
not understand, or to which he could not reconcile himself, I 
wrote several letters to him after this interview, in which 
I endeavored, in the best manner I was able, to elucidate 
these difficulties. He was so kind as to sepd me a long let- 
ter in return of more than twenty pagtes, from which it very 
clearly appears, that he was somewhat embarrassed by the 
newness of the subject, and in consequence of the imperfect 
knowledge he had of the interior ways of the Holy Spirit, 
of which none are able to judge except from experience." 

20. I am aware, that this suggestion of Madame Guyon, 
which implies a want of intellectual perceptidn on the piut 
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6f Bossuet, arising from a want of inward experience, maj 
sound strange to tbose whose favorable associations with 
that distinguished man have hitherto admitted of no excep- 
tions. And truth requires us to saj, if we maj judge from 
the evidences of a serious and consistent life, that, if he was 
eminently learned and intellectual, he was also decidedly 
moral and religious. At the same time, it is entirely evi> 
dent, I think, that he would have understood and appre-r 
ciated his opponents better, particularly Madame Gayon, if 
he had stood in the same rank in the gradations of inward 
experience. It is impossible for a man to philosophize cor- 
rectly on the natural passions, who has had no knowledge of 
them himself. And it is the same in religion. In order to 
describe religion, we must first know it ; and to describe it 
and elucidate it in its different degrees, we must know it in 
those degrees. And it was in connection with such views 
as these, that she requested Bossuet, in the course of the 
conference between them, to judge her by the heart rather 
than by the head. 

21. A short time after this interview with Bossuet, prob- 
ably not more than a few weeks, she was seized with a 
violent attack of fever. It continued forty days. It seemed 
probable that she would not recover. Her soul rested 
calmly in Grod ; never more so than when the great change 
appeared near at hand. She was enabled, during this sick- 
ness, to dictate a few letters, to be sent to her religious 
friends. In them she expressed the earnest prayer, that 
^'God would finish in those to whom she thus wrote, the 
good work which He had begun," She baid, "if she had been 
the instrument of any good to them, she was merely an in- 
strument, and the honor belonged to Grod alone ; and it was 
her prayer, that he might fully accomplish and preserve that 
which was his own, namely, the spirit of an entire renunciar 
tion of themselves. She exhorted them to bear the cross 
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patieDtly, and to follow Jesus Christ with hearts filled with 
his pure love. If she should be taken from them now, she 
wished them to look upon it as an event illustrating anew 
the wisdom and goodness of God ; and was desirous, while 
they turned their thoughts and hearts to him as the source 
of all truth and all good, that thej would cease to think 
of her, and would let her pass from their ifiemorj as a thing 
unknown." From this sickness, however, which assumed so 
threatening an aspect^ she recovered. 



CHAPTER XI. 

1695. Opposition to her doctrines continues. Louis Fourteenth 
appoints three commissioners, Bossuet, DeNoaiUes, and Tronson, 
to examine them. Their character. She prepares and lays be- 
fore them the work, entitledy Justifications. Account of the first 
meeting of the commissioners. Exclusion of the Duke of Chev^ 
reuse from the meeting. Course taken by Bossuet. She has in- 
terviews subsequently with the Bishop of Chalons and Monsieur 
Tronson. No condemnation passed upon her at this time. Of 
the articles of Issy. She retires for a time to the Convent of 5if. 
Mary in Meaux. Her remarks on a charge of hypocrisy made 
against her. A Poem. 

The conferences of Madame Guyon with Bossnet were, 
in a great degree, private. Whatever impressions, there- 
fore, might have heen lefl upon the mind of Bossuet, whether 
more or less favorahle, they did not satisfy the feelings of 
the public Madame Guyon was almost universally con- 
sidered as the teacher of a new doctrine. It was to be 
expected, therefore, at a time when eveiy thing new was 
suspicious, that the outcry against her would be general. 
Her character was assailed, as well as her doctrine. Under 
these circumstances she wrote to Madame de Maintenon, 
requesting that a number of suitable persons might be select- 
ed, for the purpose of judging both of her doctrine and her 
morals ; and offering, at the same time, to submit to any de- 
gree of confinement and restraint, until it should please the 
king to appoint sack persons. 

TOL. II. 15 * 
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To this req\iest Madame de Maintenon returned an an- 
swer to the Duke de Chevreuse. The duke was instructed 
to inform Madame Guyon, that she had laid the subject 
before the king, who not only approved of a new examina- 
tion of her writings, but thbught that persons eminent for 
their virtues and talents should be employed on the occa- 
sion. And, accordingly, in a short time he appointed three 
commissioners, Bossuet, bishop of Meaux, Monsieur Tronson, 
Superior of the Seminary of St. Sulpitius, and Monsieur de 
Noailles, bishop of Chalons, to make inquiries, and to do 
what they thought proper in the case. 

2. The persons were all eminent men. The Bishop of 
Chalons was afterwards appointed Archbishop of Paris, and 
was subsequently made a Cardinal. The Superior of St. 
Sulpitius was a man eminent alike for his talents and vir- 
tues, whose memory is cherished and venerated to the pres- 
ent day. Of Bossuet we have already had occasion to speak. 

Whether we consider their learning, their position in the 
church, or their general character, no objection could rea- 
sonably be made to these persons. The selection of such 
distii^ished men, for the purpose which has been specified, 
was itself a marked tribute, if not to the correctness of her 
sentiments, at least to the great intellectual ppwer and the 
personal inflaeiice of Madame Guyon. 

3. Madame Guyon sent to them, at their request, the 
manuscript of her Autol»ography, so far as it was then writp 
ten, her book on Prayer, the experimental work entitled 
The Torrents, and her manuscript Commentaries on diffeiv 
ent parts of the Scriptures. It was at this time that she 
prepared with great labor her valuable work, entitled, Jmti- 
fieaiions ofihe Doctrine of Madams Guyon,* In this work 
she endeavors to sustain and, justify her views, by quotations 
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firom a muhitade of writers on the tvit^ed of experimental 
religion ; not omitting even the Greek and Latin Fathers. 
She sustains herself, in particular, by references to the writ- 
ings of St. Dionjsius, Cassien, St Bernard, John .Climacus, 
Catharine of Genoa, Jdm of the Cro^s, St. Theresa, Henry 
Suso, Thomas k Kempis, Grerson, Buysbroke, Thauler, John 
de S. Samson, Harphius, Blosius, Buis de Montoya, and 
others. 

4. She refers to this work, whieh she prepared in her own 
defence, and with the expectation that it would be examined 
by the commissioners, in the following terms : -* <Mn order to 
^Militate the examination whidi J expected to undei^go, and 
to spare the commissioners as much time and trouble as I 
could, I collected togeth w a great number of passages out of 
approved spiritual writers, for the purpose of showing, that 
my own statements and views were in accordance with those 
of such writers, and with the Holy Scriptures. It was a 
large work. Having written it out, I caused it to be tran- 
scribed on separate quires of paper, and sent in this manner 
to the three commissioners. I also, by remarks appended 
to these extracts, endeavored to clear up some doubtful and 
obscure passages in my writings. When I first wrote, the 
lironbles in relation to Michael de Molinos had not broken 
out; BO that I used less precaution in expressing my 
thoughts than I might otherwise have dope, not imagining 
that my eiqpressions would be turned into an evil s^nse. 
This work was entitled the Justificaiions. It cost me. fiily 
days' labor ; but it seemed to me sufficient to el^ur up and 
establish my case." 

5. The first meeting of the commissioners was appointed 
to be held in August, 1694. They were expected to meet 
at the house of Bossuet. Where his house was, is not said; 
but probably in his own diocese, and in the town of Meaux. 
At the iqppointed time, Madame Giiyon went there> acoom- 
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panied by her friend, the Dake of Chevreuse, of whose pietj 
and distingaished position we have formerly spoken. The 
Bishop of Chalons came also ; but Tronson was sick, and did 
not come. 

For some reason, Bossuet was not at home when thej 
arrived, and did not come till some hours afterwards. This 
gave Madame Grujon a favorable opportunity to explain her 
sentiments to the Bishop of Chalons, who was a man of can- 
dor as well as piety. He listened kindly and patiently to 
her remarks ; uniting the civility of the gentleman and the 
Christian with a sincere disposition to do justice. 

6. Afler some time, Bossuet came in. It was then to- 
wards evening. After a littie time spent in gegaeral conver- 
sation, he opened a packet which he had brought, apparentiy 
containing papers having relation to the objects of their 
meeting. He then turned to the Duke of Chevreuse, and 
observed to him, that the affair, having relation to matters of 
doctrine, was entirely ecdeeiastical in its nature ; and as the 
decision of such cases belonged exclusively to bishops, he 
did not thinl; it proper for one who was not a bishop to be 
present. The presence of any person, not a member of the 
commission, would tend to intierrupt and diminish their free- 
dom. The Duke of Chevreuse was not a man eitiier to 
vesist such an intimation, or to be offended at it, and very 
readily withdrew. 

7^ Madame Guyon was somewhat affected at this inci- 
dent. The general principle of Bossuet was undoubtedly 
correct ; but it seemed to her, that it was not justly applica- 
ble under the present circumstances. The object of the 
meeting, as it seemed to her with much reason, was not so 
much to settle doctrines for the church, as to estimate and 
pronounce upon the opinions and character of an individual. 
And recollecting how much she had suffered, both physically 
and mentally, in h^ former interviews witii Bossuet, she 
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tboaght she needed the presence and assutance of some one 
who understood both her character and opmions* The 
Duke of Chevrease, in compliance with her earnest request, 
had Jiindly consented to render his aid. De Noailles seems 
to have had no objection to his being present, bat did not 
openly advocate it ; Bossnet was entirely decided, and would 
not consent to it. 

8. ^ I was greatly surprised," says Madame Guyon, << at 
the exclusion of the duke. I must confess that the reason 
assigned for his exclusion seemed to me rather a pretence, 
than a reason assigned in good faith. I could hot but think, 
that the Bishop of Meaux was unwilling to have present a 
man of such an established character, who might afterwards 
be a witness to the world of what passed between us. Why 
should he not have been there, as I requested him to 
be ? What could be more natural than the presence of a 
person so eminent in the world, so famous both for piety 
and learning, so greatly interested in the clearing up of these 
matters, that both he and others might be undeceived, if, 
against my intention, I had instilled notions into them con- 
trary to the purity of the faith ? Such a witness might have 
ierved to confound me, if I had spoken differently from what 
he had been accustomed to hear me speak. He might have 
been undeceived himself, and been instrumental in unde- 
ceiving others, if in these peaceable conferences I had been 
convicted of errors. This was one of the things proposed 
and anticipated, when the measure of appointing commis- 
noners to examine me was first suggested. But why do I 
thus allude to subordinate instruments, as disappointing my 
expectations? We are apt to look at men and at men's 
doings. It iOM God who did not permit them," 

9. In this interview, as in the former one, in the eariy 
part of the year, and in a still greater degree, the Bishop of 
Meaux exhibited his characteristic vivacity of expression 
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and nuuuier ; so much «o^ as sometimes, in the opinion of 
Madame Guyon, to violate the ordinary rules of kindness 
and dvility. A single incident will illustrate her remark. 
After alluding to other inquiries and topics of conversation, 
which came before them on this occasion, Madame Guyon 
observes, '^ I was then proceeding to show to the bishop^ 
that the doctrines which are found in my writings were in 
conformity with those which appear in other approved wri- 
ters on inward experience. He replied to my remarks, that 
he was much surprised at my ignorance. And not satisfied 
with distinctly asserting my want of knowledge, he did not 
hesitate to cast ridicule upon my modes o£ expression ; and 
obviously endeavored to darken, and to turn into mere jtat^ 
gon, every thing which I said ; especially when he observed 
that Monsieur de NoaiUes began to be touched and affected 
by the turn of our conversation* When I am treated in this 
violent manner, I am apt to become confused and foiigetfuh 
And, accordingly, I thought it proper to drop the discourse 
with Bossuet, and said nothing." 

10. ^ De Koailles," she adds, ^treated me with all p09« 
aible civility. When I directed my conversation to him, he 
took the pains to write down some of my answers. Noticing 
the rough manner of Bossuet, he endeavored to soften and 
ward off the blows from me, as-mudi aa he could." 

After this eonferenoe^ the topics of which were probably 
much the same as those which were discussed in her formev 
interview with Bossuet already mentioned, she adds, ^1 
went to see the Bishop of Chains again. I found him 
akne, and had a free conversation with him. Although 
some persons had tried to prejudice him against me, he 
appeared to be well satisfied, and repeated several times that 
he saw nothing which required to be changed, either in my 
Iriews o£ prayer, or in any thin^ else. He suggested, how- 
e^ftty tibfllv itt cooseqaence of the ezbtidg state of things, it 
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Blight be wen for me to live in a manner as retired ai 
possible, bat that, in other respects, I should go on as I had 
done ; and said, that he would pmj to God to aogment his 
goodness towards me." 

11. She had not as yet seen the other commissioiier. 
Monsieur Tronson, who was too mueh out of health to be 
present at the first meeting. It was thought proper, there- 
fore, that she should visit him at his eonntry residence afc 
the village of Issy, not far from Paris. She was attended 
there by the Duke of Chevreus^ Unrestrained by that 
agitation and confusion of spirit which troubled her in the too 
animated and violent conversations of Bossuet, she says, << I 
conversed with Monsieur Tronson with all the freedom im- 
aginable. He was very particular and exact in his ezarn^ 
inations, more so than the others. Formal questions were 
put, and answers correspon^ng to them were given, which 
were taken down in writing by the Duke of Chevreuse* 
When the examination was completed, the duke made the 
remark to Monsieur Tronson, ^ You cannot fail to see, sir, at 
it seems to me, the evidences of her sincerity and upright- 
ness.' He answered, * I feel it welL' And that expression, 
if I may be allowed to say so, was not unworthy of this dis- 
tinguished servant of God, who judged, in relation to the 
matter before himi, not only by his nhderstanding, but by the 
fedingM of hi$. heart. I then took > my leave, with the conso«> 
lation of believing, from his appearance at least, that Mon- 
sieur Tronson was well satisfied, althou^ a forged letter 
against me had been sent to him." 

12. Although Bossuet was, in general, satisfied with tiie> 
statements and explanations which were made in his previous 
and private interviews with Madalne Guyon, he was not 
entirely so. There were some things in which the parties^ 
were distinctly at vaniBmce with elich other. She says eaE- 
pressly, in refei^ence to what took place at those interviews^ 
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^ The sincerity of spirit, of which I made a profession, did no6 
allow me to hide from him, that there were some things in 
which I conld not obey him, how great a desire soever I had 
to do it." And at the present time also, and after these 
more recent conferences, they did not yet f ally agree ; per- 
haps less so than ever before. 

Bat such were the favorable sentiments of De Noailles 
and Tionson towards her, that no condemnation of any kind 
was passed at this time. Still the public voice, generally 
clamorous beyond what is just, was not silenced ; and proba* 
bly for this reasmi in particular among otibers, because it was 
understood that Bossuet was not entirely satisfied. 

13. '^ After these successive examinations," says Madame 
Goyon, << which resulted in proving nothing against me, it 
would have been a natural supposition, that my opposers 
would leave me at peace. But it was quite otherwise. So 
fur from being propitiated, either by the defect of evidences 
against me, or by the evidences in my favor, they seemed 
to be inspired with new energy in their hostile efforts. 
Nothing was proved ; but the Bishop of Meaux was not en- 
tirely satisfied. Under these circumstances, it seemed to me 
best to propose to him to put myself for a time under his 
more immediate inspection. I made the offer to take up my 
residence within the limits of his diocese, in some religious 
house or community, in order ^at he might become the 
better acquainted with me. He seemed pleased with the 
plan, and proposed that I should become for a time a tem-* 
porary resident or boarder in the Convent of St. Mary, in 
Uie town of Meaux, [where he himself generally resided.} 
Perhaps his readiness to accept this proposal was not alto- 
gether disinterested. Supposing that, if it were carried 
into effect, it would tend to allay the existing excitement 
and alarm, he r^aarked to Mother Elizabeth Pickard, the 
prioress of the convent into which I enticed, that it would 
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be as good to him as the archbishopric of Paris or a cardi- 
nal's hat When she told me of it, I replied, God will not 
permit him to have either the one or the other." 

The result verified the remaric. It was not a remark 
which was instigated by mere impulse, but was probably 
founded on her profound religious insight into the divine 
providences^ taken in connection with her knowledge of the 
bishop's character, and of the opppeing influences which sur- 
rounded him. Bossuet had no cardinal's hat. 

14. Thus terminated the business of the commission, 
so far as Madame Gujon was concerned; at least for 
the present Such, however, was the interest felt, in re- 
lation to the principles involved in the subject of inward 
experience, that it seemed to the commissioners, that some- 
thing further remained to be done* The king, at least, 
would expect them to do something more. Thej agreed, 
therefore, afler they had finished their bnsilkess with Madame 
Guyon, to ccmtinue their meetings for the pdrpose of con- 
sidering such tofHCS, in the hopes that something might be 
agreed upon, which should furnish a common basis Of belief 
and action. 

On account of the ill health of Monsieur Trdnson, their 
conferences were continued at his country residence, ih the 
village of Issy. They met a number of times. The result 
of their deliberations, which came before the public in thd 
course of a few months, was the document, which was after- 
wards so frequently motioned in the debates of that period, 
under the denomination of the Articles of hay. 

15. These celebrated articles, which are thirty-four in 
number, indicate, so far as they go, the views of the authors 
of them on the subject of PtrBis love, which was the expres- 
sion, at that period, for the highest inward experience. If 
our limits allowed, we should think it well to copy them. 
They are drawn up with care, and express, in a manner 

TOL. TI. 16 
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nnezceptionable, some of the leading ideas in tUe doctrines 
of a holj life. If thej are defective, it is not so toach hj 
what thej say, as bj what they leave unsaid. They express 
the truth, but not the whole truth* That is to say, there 
are some points in inward experience which they do not 
reach ; nor do they profess to do so. It seems to have been 
with this view of them, that Madame Guyon gave her 
assent to them, when they were pres^ted to her some time 
after this. 

16. The ancKnt town of Meanx is sitoated twenl^-five 
miles north-east from Paris, on the river Jtfame. For tloft 
place, in accordance with her arraogenicatt with Bossnet^ 
Madame Guyon set out in the month of Janoary, 1 695. She 
was accompanied by the faithful maid-eerviant, La Gauti^rey 
who had shared in her labors and trarelB for the past 
fourteen years. The weikther was unpropidous, die seascm 
severe. The conveyance ill which thiey travelled, became 
involved in the snows,, lind could not at once be extricated ; 
so that they were detained some hours, and suffered moeh 
from the cold* 

Being obliged to leave the carriage, <^we sat upon the 
snowi'' she says, << resigned to the mercy of God, and expect- 
ing nothing but death. The snow united upon our gar-> 
ments ; and both of us, the giri and myself, were exceed- 
ingly chilled; but I never had more tranquillity of mind* 
My poor maid was also entirely submissive and quiet, 
although we saw no likelihood of any one coming to our 
succor, and were sure of dying if we remained there. Occa- 
sions like these are such as show whether we are perfectly 
resigned to God or not. At length some wagoners came 
up, who with difficulty drew us thiougfa the drift. It was 
ten o'clock at night when we arrived at Meaux. The people 
of the convent, who had received some notice of our coming, 
had given over expecting us, and had retired to rest" 
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After considerable delay, whidi added to their auffeaiiigs, 
the uuDS were called up, the bishop was informed of their 
arrival, and thej were formallj admitted. 

17. In this part of her Narrative, speaking of Bossuet^ 
a man so distinguished that we love to learn every thing we 
can in respect to him, Madame Gnyon says, ** He had hia 
good intervals, but he was not beyond the reach of personal 
and interested motives. And in regard to myself^ I cannot 
doubt, that he was under the influence of persons who ei^ 
deavored to excite him against me»" 

In this remark she probably had in mind an observation, 
implicating her sincerity, which was said to have dropped 
from him. It was, that her coming to Meaux so promptly, 
and in such uncomfortable weather, was a mere artifice ;^ 
indicating a. readiness on her part to fall in with his wishes^ 
and to take a proper course, which did not roally exist. 
. The charge of artifice, or rather of hypocrisy, o(»ung from 
a man of so high character, naturally arrosted her attention. 
It was perhaps a false, or at least an exaggerated roport ; but 
she believed it, at the time, to be true. She makes the fol* 
lowing remarks upon it : — 

18. " Those men, who look at the tree with an evil eye^ 
account its fruits to be eviL I am said to be charged with 
being a hypocrite. But by what evidence is the chai-ge 
supported ? It is certainly a strange hypocrisy, which volun- 
tarily spends its life in suffering ; which endures the cross 
in its various forms, the calumny, the poverty,, the persecu- 
tion, and every kind of affliction, without any reference to 
worldly advantages. I think one has never seen such an 
hypocrisy as this before. 

" So far as I understand the subject, hypocrites have gen- 
erally two objects in view : one is to acquire money, the other 
is to acquire popularity. If suck are the leading elements 
involved in hypocrisy, I must do myself the justice to say, 
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that I disclaim any acqaaintance with it I call God to 
witness, that I would not have endured what it has been my 
lot to endure, if by so doing I could have been made empress 
of the whole earth, or have been canonized while living. It 
was not earth, but God, that called me. I heard a voice, 
which I could not disobey. I desired to please God alone ; 
and I sought him, not for^what he might give me, but only 
for himself. I had rather die, than do any thing against his 
will. This is the sentiment of my heart i a sentiment which 
no persecutions, no trials, have made me alter. 

^It is true, thai my feeble nature has sometimes been 
greatly burdened. Sorrows have come in upon me, like a 
flood. I have been obliged to say with the Psalmist, All thtf 
waves and thy hiUows have gone over me ; and with Jere- 
miah, Hwu hast caused the arrows of thy quiver to enter into 
my reins. Being accounted by everybody a transgressor, I 
was made to walk in the path of my suffering Saviour, who 
was condemned by the sovereign pontiff, by the chief priests, 
the doctors of the law, and the judges deputed by the Bo- 
mans. But the love of God rendered my sorrows sweet 
His invisible hand has supported me. My purpose has re- 
mained unchanged. Happy are they who are sharers with 
Christ in suffering." 

THE ACQUIESCENCE OF PURE LOVE. 
tTrom ib» TmutMooB of hsr Poems by Oowper.] 

Love I if thy destined sacrifice am I, 
Come, slay thy victim, and prepare thy fires ; 
Plunged in thy depths of mercy, let me die 
The death, which every soul that lives, desires. 

I watch my hours, and see them fleet away ; 
The time is long that I have languish'd here ; 
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Yet all my thoughts thy purposes obey, 
With no reluctance, cheer^ and sincere. 

To me 'tis equal, whether love ordain 
My life or deaths appoint me pain or ease ; 
My soul perceives no real ill in pain ; 
In ease or health no real good she sees. 

One good she covets, and that good alone, 
To choose thy >nll, from selfish bias free ; 
And to prefer a cottage to a throne. 
And grief to ccHofort, if it pleases thee. 

That we should bear the cross is thy command, 
Die to the world, and live to self no more ; 
SujOTer, unmoved, beneath the rudest hand ; 
When shipwrecked pleased, as when upon the shore. 



CHAPTER XII- 

1695. Sichness, VisUed hf Bossuet at the convent. Singidar 
convergaUon between tkem. Reference to a sermon of Bossuet. 
Madame Cruyon receives recommendations from kim and from 
the prioress and nuns of the convent. Leaves Meaux for Paris. 
Excitement occasioned hy her return. Conceals herself for five 
months. Is seized hy order of the Tdng^ and imprisoned in the 
cqslle of Vincennes. State of her mind. Poems. 

In the convent of St. Mary at Meaux, she remained six 
months ; not as a prisoner, but as a voluntary resident. She 
went there, it is true, a,t the suggestion and request of Bos- 
suet ; but she was entirely voluntary in her acquiescence. 
It was suggested by Bossuet, that it might be desirable for 
her to remain there three months ; but, further than that, 
there was np limitation of time either made or suggested; 
but she was lefl free to leave, whenever she pleased. From 
the middle of January to the last of February, she was sick. 
It was after her recovery that Bossuet came one day to the 
convent, and showed to her a Pastoral Ordinance and Letter, 
(the same undoubtedly which is usually prefixed to his work, 
entitled, Instructions on Prayer,*) in which he had noticed 
and condemned some of the prevalent religious errors, as he 
considered them. 

2. He asked her to add her signature to the letter, accom- 
panied by certain statements which would involve the idea 

* hutruction sur les Etats ctOraison. 



J4V^ STO. 187 

tbat she had fallw into iJie reij enrois named in it To 
this she Yerj natorallj objected. She said, howeTer, that 
she would add at the bottom of his pastoral letter whatever 
she could properly place there. She accordioglj wrote a few 
words, expressive probably ci her desire and intention to 
know and to teadi the truth only, and of her readiness to 
submit to the decisions of the church, and added her name. 
Bossuet, taking up the paper, said it was very well, with the 
exception that she did Bot saj, as she ought to have done^ 
that she was a heretic ; — adding, that it was his desire and 
expectation, that she would acknowledge herself guilt j of all 
the errors condemned in the Pastoral Letter. 

^ I am quite certain, sir," replied Madame Gujon, ^ that 
you saj this merely to try my feelings. I came into your 
diocese, and placed myself under your care, in order that 
you might the more readily and fully ascertain my character 
and life. Is it possible that a prelate will so abuse the good 
faith thus reposed in him, as to try to compel me to do things 
which my conscience requires me not to do? I hoped to 
find in you a fatheb ; and I trust that I shall not be de* 
ceived." 

3. *< I am a father," said Bossuet ; ^ but I am t^ father of 
ike church. But, in short, it. is not a question of words. It 
is not a thing to be talked about, but to be done. All I can 
say is, if you do not sign what I require, I will come with 
witnesses ; and, after having admonished you before them, I 
will inform the church of you, and we will cut you off as we 
are directed in the gospel." 

<< Then," said Madame -Guyon, '^ I can appeal to God 
ak>ne as the witness of my sincerity. I have nothing farther 
to say. I am ready to suffer for him. And I hope he will 
grant me the favor to let me do nothing against my con- 
science. I say this, I hope, without departing from the 
respect I owe to you as a bishop^" 
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Bossuet, finding her resolate, then proposed^ that she 
should admit and declare, that there were errors in the 
lAtin work of La Combe on inward experience. This also 
she refused ; and he tamed and went awaj in anger. 

4. The nuns of St Mary stood by, and beheld this inter- 
view with great interest, and with some degree of astonish* 
ment. The prioress remarked to Madame Guyon, that her 
too great mildness emboldened the bishop to treat her in 
that rough manner ; adding, that his mind was of such a 
cast, that he was apt to be violent with those who were 
meek and quiet, but more gentle with those who were coura* 
geous and firm of purpose. 

He came afterwards in the same spirit, and with the same 
demands ; and met with the same prompt refusal. He then, 
yielding either to his sense of justice, or to the necessity of 
the case, took a different course. He gave Madame Guyon 
to understand, although he was not himself altogether satis- 
fied with her views, that he should have less to say, and 
should express less dissatisfisu^tion, if her enemies would per- 
mit him to rest In one of his letters to the prioress of the 
convent, he said expressly that '' he had examined the writ- 
ings of Madame Guyon with great care, and found in them 
nothing censurable, with the exception of some terms which 
were not wholly conformed to the strictness of theology ; but 
that a woman was not expected to be a theologian." 

At a certain time, when the nuns and the prioress were 
conversing with him about her, he said, " I regard her just 
as you do ; I see nothing wtong in her conduct ; but her 
enemies torment me, and wish me to find evil in her." He 
testified also to the archbishops of Paris and Sens, thaUhe 
esteemed her much, and had been edified by her, 

5. Madame Guyon understood well the intellectual power 
of Bossuet He was the first orator in France ; perhaps 
the first in the world at that time. She speaks of a aermon 
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which she heard him preach at Meanx, as one of astonishing 
power. It arrested her attention the more, because it was 
oh the subject the most interesting to her, that of the higher 
forms of inward experience. It was on the occasion of the 
celebration of the mass. " He stated things in it," she says, 
'^ much more stronglj than I had myself done* He said, 
that he was not master of himself under the view which was 
then spread around him of those awful mysteries ; and that, 
under such circumstances, he was obliged to confess and 
announce the great truths of God, even if they should be 
against and should condemn himself." 

The prioress of the convent was present at this time. 
After the sermon, she asked Bossuet, how he could persecute 
Madame Guyon, as he did, when it was obvioas that he him- 
self preached the same sentiments. He answered, that it 
was not any thing in himself which did it, but the violence 
of her enemies, 

6. In these more propitious dispositions, after nearly six 
months' residence at Meaux, he gave her a paper or certifi- 
cate with his name subscribed, in which, while he did not 
explicitly condemn her doctrines, and made indeed but slight 
references to them, he spoke in very favorable terms of her 
character and conduct As the time of her departure from 
Meaux approached, the prioress and nuns of the convent, 
who esteemed her very much, gave her another certificate. 
It was in the following terms : — 

" We, the prioress and nuns of the Visitation of St. Mary 
of Meaux, certify, that Madame Guyon, having lived in our 
house, by order of our Lord Bishop of Meaux, our illustrious 
prelate and superior, during the 8pa<je of six months, far from 
giving us any cause of trouble or uneasiness, has afibrded us 
much edification. We have remarked, in all her conduct and 
in all her words, a greaW^gularity, simplicity, sincerity, mor- 
tification, meekness, and Christian patience ; a true devotion 
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and esteem for whatever pertains to our most holy faith, 
especially the mjsterj of the incarnation and of the holj 
infancy of our Lord Jesus Christ. It would be a favor 
and of great satisfaction to oar whole community, if the 
said lady would choose, as a place of retreat, to spend the 
rest of her days in our house. This protestation is made 
without any other view than that of giving testimony to the 
truth. 

^ Done this 7th of July, and signed, 

" Fbances Elizabeth Le Pickabd, Prioress. 

Sister Magdalen Aimee Gueton. 

Sister Claude Mabie Amoubi.** 

7. " As I had now been at Meaux," says Madame Guyon, 
six months, though I had engaged to stay there only three, 
I asked the bishop if he desired any thing further from me* 
He said, he did not. I then told him, that I had now need 
to go to Bourbon ; and asked him if it would be agreeable 
to him, if I should return with the expectation of spending 
the remainder of my days with the good nuns of the convent 
of St. Mary ; adding, in relation to them, that our spirits 
had been cemented in the bonds of mutual love. 

^ He appeared to be much pleased with the suggestion, 
and said that the nuns had been much edified by me, and 
that he should always receive me with pleasure. In con- 
nection with some remarks in relation to my departure, I 
told him, that either mj daughter, the Countess of Yaux, or 
some of my friends, would come for me, and take me away. 
On hearing this, he turned to Mother Pidiard, the prioress, 
and said to her, that he was about leaving on a visit to 
Paris ; and that he was very desirous, if the ladies referred 
to should eome, that they should be received well, and should 
be lodged in their house, as feng as they might be willing to 
stay.* 
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On the eighth day of July, aboiit the middle of the day, 
the Duchess of Mortemar, one of the most intimate friends 
of Madame Gujon, came to the convent, accompanied by her 
daughter, Madame de Morstein. They remained till the 
afternoon of the next day ; and then returned, in company 
with Madame Guyon, to Paris. At what house she first 
took up her residence there, is not expressly said ; but the 
circumstances of the case, and the expressions she employs, 
indicate that it was at the house of her daughter. 

8. It was no sooner known, that she was again in Paris, 
than the whole city seemed to be in an uproar. Her ene* 
mies started at once into life. The king was alarmed; 
Madame de Maintenon, carried away by the popular cur* 
rent, and ceasing to retain her former favorable sentiments, 
tras angry ; and Bossuet himself, so iar as he was accessible 
to th<0 influences of personal interest, had reason to fear, that 
he had committed an error by too great lenity. Certain it 
is, that lie took the singular course, hardly reconcilable with 
a high seiise of honor, of writing to her, and requesting her 
to return the certificate, which, but just before, he had volun- 
tarily given. 

In answer to the application for this certificate, which 
seemed to Madame Guyon te be a matter of considerable 
consequence, she wrote to the prioress of the convent at 
Meaux, that she had placed it in the hands of some mem- 
bers of her fiunily ; that her friends, afier the various attacks 
which had been made upon her character, had need of it for 
her vindication ; and, as they had now possession of it, there 
was no reason to think they would be willing to part with it. 
From the time of her refusal to return this certificate, I 
think we may date a more distinct and settled avenion to 
her on the part of Bossuet. 

9. The party against her was so violent, that it was evi- 
dent she would not be able to remain at large for any length 
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of time. Finding it unsafe for her to remain at the house of 
her daughter, she hid herself for a few days at the house 
of one of her friends in the Fauxbouig St Grermain. Con- 
cealing her intentions as much as possible, she soon after 
obtained an obscure tenement in the Fanxbonrg St Antoine, 
where she remained concealed with her maid-serrant, La 
Gautiere, about five months* '< Here/' she sajs, ^ I passed 
the daj in great solitude, in reading, in praying to God, and 
working/' 

10. In the meanwhile, the police officers of Paris had 
orders to ascertain where she was. On the 27th of Decem-* 
ber, 1695, Monsieur des Grez, one of the members of the 
police, ascertained her lodgings, and arrested her. She was 
kept in custody three days, awaiting the decision of the 
question, whether she should be imprisoned in a convent^ or 
in one of the state prisons. It was a question of so much 
perplexity, that it seemed necessary to consult M. de Noaifles, 
who had recently been appointed archbishop of Paris. Ac- 
cordingly, Madame de Maintenon wrote to him -as follows : 
— << The king orders me, sir, to inform you» that Madame 
Guyon is arrested. What would you think it best to do 
with this woman, with her friends, and with her papers ? 
The king will be here, [at Versailles,] all the morning. 
Write to him immediately." 

The result was, so strong was the feeling against her, and 
so great was the fear of her influence, that she was shut up, 
by the order of Louis, in one of the places of confinement in 
the celebrated castle of Yincennes. 

11. This castle, situated in the fqrest of Yincennes near 
Paris, is used both as a military fortress and as a state 
prison, and is hardly less celebrated than the Bastille. It 
is often mentioned in history. Many, in earlier and in later 
times, have been the agonizing sorrows and the scenes of 
blood it has witnessed. 
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The impriMnment of Madame Guyon was considered a 
•»*ttw of so much consequence, that the Marquis of Dangeau. 
who held at this time an important situation at the court of 
Lou.8 Fourteenth, and who kept a chronicle or annals of the 

court from the year 1684 to 1720, mentions it, among the other 
memorable things of that period, in the following terms : — 
« 1696, Jan. 20th.-The king caused Madame Guyon to be 
•nrested a few days ago, and sent to the casUe of Vincennes. 
where she wiU be strictly guarded, apparently for a long 
time. She is accused of having maintained, both by Word 
of mouth and by her writings, a very dangerous doctrine, 
•nd one which nearly approaches to hereiy. She has im- 
posed upon many penons of eminent virtue. A long search 
was made for her, before she could be taken. She was 
found in the Pauxbourg of St Antoine in great conceal- 
ment" 

12. In this her second imprisonment, Madame Guyon 
had the same inward supports which had sustained her at 
other times. Her faithful maid. La Gautiire, who had 
adopted her principles and been baptised into her spirit, was 
arrested and imprisoned with her. In her subsequent im- 
pnsonment in the Bastille, they were separated from each 
other. In the prison of Vincennes, they occupied the same 
eell, which was a great consolation. 

IS. She was subject here, as she had previously been, to 
a dose examination. It was conducted by Monsieur de la 
Beine, of whom I find nothing said, which indicates by what 
authority or in what capaoi^ he acted. 

In regard to Father La Combe, her former fnend and 
ftUow^uSerer, who was now imprisoned in a distant pkce 
for the sake of the gospel, she declared, on her examination, 
in opposition to the unfounded and nnceasing insinuations of 
her enemies, that her long intercourse with him had never 
been sullied by any thing opposite to the innocence of ro- 
TOi. n. 17 ■ 
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ligbQ. Ske said, that she regarded him as an eminently 
bolj man ; and frankly admitted, that, ever since the time 
of his imprisonment, she had kept up a correspondence with 
him* 

In regard to her doctrines, she answered her examiner, 
that she might have been wrong in partioukr expressions ; 
hat she ooold not acknowledge, with her present views, that 
she had ever held false doctrines. She expressed a willing- 
ness to submit to any condemnation of her' works, founded^ 
upon the imperfection and erroneous tendencies of her lan- 
guage ; but would not deny any thing in them in the sense 
in which she understood it, and in which she meantit to be 
understood. In this sense she expressed herself resolute in 
making no retractions whatever. < 

Under such oiroumstahces, there was, of course, but little 
prospect of any immediate release from her imprisonment. 

14. In connection with these examinadonis, which con- 
tinued a number of days, a little incident occurred, which 
iUustrates the' application of her religious principles^ She 
narrates, that, on & jt^rtain day, probably through some All- 
ure of her usual inwaiB reoollection, she had become a little 
anxious, and undertook to stlidy and frame her answers 
beforehand. The consequence was such as maybe generally 
expected, when we depart from that simplicity of spirit 
which is " careful fof nothing." She says, " I answered 
btidly. God, who had so often caused me to answer difficult 
and perplexing questions with much facility and presence of 
mind, punished me now, even by stopping ine sboH on easy 
matters with cocfilsion.: It served to show me the inutility 
of our arrangements on such occasions, [meaning undoubt* 
edly such arrangements .as originate in the spirit of distrust,] 
imd the safety of trusting In God. 

<' Those who depend chiefly on human reason are apt to 
say, tihaJi it is neoeasary to look before ns, and io make our 
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preparations; and that to dp otherwise, is to expect miracles, 
aod to tfempt God. Leaving others to do as they think best, 
I must say for mjrself, that^I find no ssQfety but in resigning 
myself entirely to^God ; doing what he calls me to do in the 
moment of action, and leaving every thing w4th him in 8ub<- 
mission and humble faith. The Scriptures, as it seems to 
me, abound everywhere with texts enforcing such a resig- 
nation. * Commit thy way ufUo the Lord^ says the Psalmist, 
^ trust cdsof in him, and he shall bring it to pass. And he 
shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thg 
judgment as the npon-day,* Fs. xxxvii. -fi^ 6. The Saviour, 
speaking of those, who are brought before kings and rulers for 
his name's sake,: says, * Settle it, iher^ore, in your hearts, 
not to meditate before what ye shall answer ; -^for I wiU 
give you a mouth which aU your adversaries sfiall not be 
able to gainsay nOr resist,* God does not lay a snare for us 
in such passages. He consults our gqod>. when he requires 
us to renounce all merely human foresight and policy, and 
trust wholly in him.' ' • 

15. Spes&ing of her general state o£ mind in this prison, 
she says, " I passed my time in great peace, content to spend 
the remainder of my life there, if such should be the will 
of Grod. i employed part of my time in writing religious 
songs. I, and my mai4 La Gautiere, who was with me in 
prison, committed them to heart, as fast a^ I IDade them. 
Together we sang praises ( to thee, our God ! It some- 
times seemed to me as if I were adittle bird whom the Lord 
had placed in a cage^ and that I had nothing to do now but 
to sing. The joy of my heart gave a brightness, to the ob- 
jects around me. ' The stones of my prison looked in my 
eyes like rubies! I esteemed them more than all the gaudy 
brilliancies of a vain world. My heart was full of that joy 
which thou givest to them who love thee in tbe midst of 
their greatest crosses/* 
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16. Quite a nnmber of her poems have allusion to her 
imprisonmeni. It was natural that thej should. As it was 
at this period that ^e wrote a considerable portion of thte 
Tolumes in verse whidi have been since published, we pro* 
pose to insert a number of her poems here* They illustrate 
the state of her mind, and throw some light upon her char- 
acter and doctrines. 



FSISONS DO NOT EXCLUDE GOD. 

Strong are the walls around me, 

That hold me all the day; 
But they who thus have bound me, 

Cannot keep God away : 
My very dungeon walla are dear, 
Because the God I love is here. 

They know, wKo thus oppress me, 

'Tis hard to be alone ; 
But know not, One can bless me. 

Who comes through hvn and stone : 
He makes my dungeon's darkness bright, 
And fills my bosom with delight 

Thy love, O God I restores me 

From sighs and tears to praise ; 

And deep my squI adores thee. 
Nor thinks of time or place : 

I ask no more, in good or ill. 

But union with thy holy will. 

'Tis that which makes my treasure, 
'Tis that which brings my gain ; 

Converting woe to pleasure, 

And reaping joy from pain. 

Oh, 't is enough, whate'er befall. 

To know, ihait God is All in All. 
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GOD KNOW^ BY LOVING HIM. 

'T IS not the skill of human art, 
Which gives me power my God to know ; 

The sacred lessons of the heart 
Come not from instruments below. 

Love is my teacher. He can tell 

The wonders that he learnt above : 
No other master knows so well ; — 

'Tis Love alone can tell of Lovb. 

Oh ! then, of Grod if thou wouldst learn, 

His wisdom, goodness, glory see ; 
All human arts and knowledge spurn, 

Let Love alone thy teacher be. 

Love is my master. When it breaks, 

The morning ligjht, with rising ray ; 
To thee, O God ! my spirit wakes, 

And Love instructs it all the day. 

And when the gleams of day retire, 
And midnight ^reads its dark control. 

Love 's secret whispers still inspire 
Their holy lessons in the soid. 

THOUGHTS OP GOD IN THB NIGHT.* 

O Night 1 propitious to my views, 
Thy sable awning wide diffuse I 
Conceal alike my joy and pain, 
Nor draw thy curtain back again. 
Though morning, by the tears she shows. 
Seems to participate my woes. 

* Extracted and slightly altered from a longer poem, translated by 
. Cowper. 

VOL. n. 17 * 
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Ye stars I whose faint and feeble .fires 

Express my languishing desires. 

Whose slender beams pervade the skies 

As siknt i|s my secret sighs, 

Those emanations oi a soul 

That darts, her fires beyond the pc^e ; — 

Your rays, that scaitiS assist the sight, 
That pierce, but not displace the nigfati . 
That shine, indeed, but nothing show. 
Of all those vaiious scenes. below, 
Bring no disturbance, rather prove 
Incentives to a saci^d love. 

Thou moon ! whose never-faUing course. 

Bespeaks a providential force, 

Gro, tell the tidings of my flame 

To Him who calls the stars by name '; 

Whose absentee .kills, whose presence cheers, 

Who blots or brightens all my years. 

While,, in the blue abyss of space. 
Thine orb performs its rapid rtice ; 
Sdtf whisper in his listening ears 
The language of my ^ghs and tears ; 
,Tell himj I seek him far below, 
Lost in a wilderness, of woe. 

Ye thooght^omposing, silent hours, 
Difiusing peace o'er all my powers ; 
Friends of the pensive I who conceal, 
In dax^est shades, the flames I feel ; 
To you I trust, and safely may. 
The love that wastes my strength away. 

How calm^ an^d the night, my mind! 
How perfect is the peace I find I 
Oh 1 hush, be stiU, my every par^ 
My tongue, my pulse, my bea^g heart I 
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That leve, Aspiring to its oatise, 
May suffer not a moment's pause. 

Omniscient God, whose notice deigns 
To try the heart and search the reins, 
Compassionate the numerous woes 
I dare to thee alone disclose ; 
Oh ! save me from the cruel hands 
• Of men who fear not thy commands 1 

Love, all si:Muing and dinne, 
Care for a creature truly thine ; 
Beign in a heart disposed to own 
No sovereigil bnt tfayselfalone ; 
Cherish a bride who cannot rove, 
Nor quit thee for a meaner love. 

THE ENTIBti SURRENDER. 

Peace has unveil'd her smiling face, 
And woos thy soul to her embrace > — 
Enjoy'd with ease, if thou refrain 
From selfish love, else sought in vain ; — 
She dwells with •all who truth prefer, 
But seeks not them who seek not her. 

Tleld to the Lord, with simple heart, 
All that thou hast, and all thou art; 
Renounce sill strength but strength divine ; 
And peace shall be for ever thine ; 
Behold the path which I have trod^ 
Mypathj tiU IgQ home to God. 

GLORT TO GOD ALONE. 

Oh Loved I but not enough, though dearer far 
Than self and its most loved enjoyments are; 
None duly loves thee, but who, nobly free 
From sensual objects, finds his all in thee. 
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Glorj of God I thou stranger here b^w. 
Whom man nor knows, nor feels a wish to know; 
Our faith and reason are both shock'd to find 
Man in the post of honor, thee behind. 

Mj soul I re^ happy in thy low estate, 
Nor hope nor wish to be esteem'd or great : 
To take the impression of a Will Divine, 
Be that thy ^ory, and those riches thine. 

Confess him righteous in his just decrees, 

Love what he loves, and let his pleasures please ; 

Die daily; fiwn the touch of sin recede; 

Then thou hast crowned him, and he reigns indeed. 



CHAPTER XII. 

1696. Bossuet commences writing on the subject of the inward life* 
Feelings wiih which he wrote. His look, entitled, Instructions on 
Prayer, approved hy the Bishop of Chartres arid the Archbishop 
of Paris. Fenelon refuses (o give his approbation of it. Writes 
to Madame de Maintenon, giving his reasons for his refusal. 
Origin of the tporh, entitled, the Maxims of the Saints, Some 
remarks upon it,. 

. DuifiNG a <x>Qsiderable part of the year 1695, the mind 
of Bossuet seems to havie been occupied, in various ways, 
with the topics which were thus agitating the religious por- 
tion of the French community. The life of faith, in distinc- 
tion from a life of mere works ; — a life, deriving its inspira* 
tion and its power from God, in distinction from a life self- 
originated and self-sustained; — a life, carried, under the 
operation and power of faith, to such a degree of distinctness 
and vitality as to dispossess entirely the natural life, and 
leave the soul in the divine image ; — such were some of Uie 
important problems which were discussed with the greatest 
animation. 

The doctrines of holy living, in the form in which they 
were now presented, new as they were to most persons in 
that age, were nevertheless not new in the history and expe- 
rience of the world. Pious men of other ages, had known 
them ; felt them ; taught them. They had their history, 
therefore, as well as their exegetical and theological tela- 
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tions. So that the historical, as well as the theological, 
development of them became important To the subject in 
its varions relations, of which he was now reminded in so 
many ways, Bossuet had decided to give an increased and 
vigorous attention. Indeed it was not his character, as if 
forgetful or neglectful of his immense resources, to enter 
upon any subject indolently and carelessly^ He read much ; 
and that, too, in Writers who had hitherto attracted but litde 
of his notice. He thought much, and conversed and ob- 
served much. . And in the early part of the following year, 
after eight months of assiduous study,. he was. enabled to 
embody the result of his reading and. reflections in his work, 
(one of the ablest, unquestionably, in the long catalogue of 
his remarkable writings,) entitled, itgiruGti&T» oh the SkOes 
of Prayer* - ^ 

2. When Bossuet thought it proper to write at all, he 
expected to write as AmdHer, Indeed, the public expeeta- 
tlon, which was always disappointed when he faaled to lea^el 
his competitm^ behind, did not allow him to do otherwiise; 
Writing as a leader and master of his asrt, he wrote ali^o as 
a master of the public mind. His decisions, when given in a 
manner worthyof his high character, so iilflueneed the public 
sentiment, that they. had almost the effect of the combined 
wisdom and piety of a cbcmoii. . If he ttiet with opposition; 
he expected to overcome it ; but, gen^tially speaking, he had 
ceased to expect it, because he had so long ceased to ezperi-' 
ence it. But, whether opposed or not, he knew that he de-^ 
served to be listened to ; and he did not expect to write or 
to speak to careless and iocfifferent ei^s*. ** What y6t Write," 
says the Abb^ de Ranee in one of his letters, "is decisive/' 
And such was the genlefal feeling in France. 

JBLe took the precaution^ however, at this time, as the re- 

Ill ■ j — : — . . — ^, — — 1 • 
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anlt seemed to l)e inore doobtfal Hum in aome other cases, to 
sustain himself by the approval of cHstihguished men. Who 
knew but that a new Protestantism, arising out of these dis* 
edssions, would spring, up in the very bosom of France? 
How important it was, then, that the blow^ which was about 
to be given, should be so' well aimed, and inflicted with so 
much pdwer, as entirely and for ever to prostrate these 
movements ? If he had bat little to fear from an intellectual 
conflict with Madame Guyon, he. mig)kt have much to fear 
from heads and hearts too pure to be perverted by selfldi 
considerations, and too strong to be trifted with, which were 
under her remarkable inflpenpe^ - 

3. It was with such views aad feelings,, that he wrote the 
celebrated Jtreiitise to which we have alluded, — a large 
work in ten books. Of the ability of the work ^o one can 
doubt. It is profound in leuning, smd brilliant with do- 
qifence. But he was offended with Madame Guyon; ha 
knew that the king was offendled also ; and when he touched 
upon her c)»racter and writings,, he was more critidd and 
deuundatbry than just. 

. His work, begun in 1%^&, was completed early in the 
year 1696 ; but was not published till the following year. 
It was not his inteniaoh to publish it, until it could be sub- 
mitted to the exannnation, and be sustained by the approba^ 
tion, of some of the most distinguished men in France. It 
was aeoordmgly submitted, «t an early period, to M. Godet 
des Marais, bishop of Chartccs^ Jibd to M. de NoaiUss,' who 
had been appointed on the death of M. de Hailu in the 
preceding year. Archbishop of Paris. Both wer^ able men ; 
iEmd both readily gave their, testimonials in favor of the 
work. • 

4. To these important tef^iniohiids Bonnet was desirpus 
i^ adding that of Fenelbn, who had recently been appointed 
Archbishop of Cambray. . .The- high character of Ferielon, 
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added to the influential position he now held, had .given a 
currency and popularity to the doctrines of Madame Guyonv 
It was natural, therefore, for Bossuet to consider it desirable 
to diminish his influence in that respect, by obtaining hia 
ngnature to a work which condemned those doctrines. 

Fenelon examined the manuscript with care; and al- 
though he was impressed with the ability which character* 
ized it, as he could not fail to be, he refused to give his 
approbation to it. As a man of honor, and still more as a 
man of true Christian piety, he could not well do it. 

5. If the book had merely condemned doctrines, without 
implicating the character of persons, it might have been 
otherwise. His objection was not so much to the general 
doctrines of the book, although he might not have been alto- 
gether satisfied in that respect, as it was in relation to the 
manner in which the writer spoke of the opinions and char- 
acter of Madame Guyon. 

Others, who were comparatively ignorant of her charac- 
ter, might perhaps conscientiously condemn her ; but, as for 
himself, he felt that he had no such plea. He knew her 
well ; he was entirely convinced of her sincerity ; he had 
taken pains to ascertain her meaning in passages of her 
writings which seemed obscure and difficult But this was 
not all. He remembered, with feelings of gratitude, the 
deep interest she had taken in his religious welfare, the 
prayers she had offered^ the conversations she had held, 
the letters she had writtai, and the blessing which had 
attended these various eflbrts. 

Was it possible for him, with a heart humbled and sub- 
dued, with a will which corresponded with what he supposed 
to be right and with the right only, to give his signature and 
approbation to a book which spoke in severely dispara^ng 
terms of one of whom he entertained the most favorable 
opinions, and to whom he was thus indebted? 
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6. He knew that his r^isal to oomplj with the wishes 
of Bossuet would not onlj be an offence to Bossuet himself^ 
but would expose him also to the dissatisfaction of the king^ 
and would be likelj to operate in such a manner as to blast 
his worldly prospects. But he did not hesitate. 

The following are passages from a letter addressed to 
Madame de Maintenon : — 

''August 2d, 1696. 
'^ Madame, 

<< When the Bishop of Meaux proposed to me to ap* 
prove of his book, I expressed toidm, with tenderness, that 
I should be delighted to, give such a public testimony of the 
conformity of my sentiments with those of a prelate whom I 
had ever regarded, from my youth, as my master in the 
science, of religion. I even offered to go to Germigoy to 
compose, in conjunction with, him, my approbation. I said, 
at the same time, to the archbishop of Paris, to the bishop 
of Chartres, and to Monsieur Ti*onson, that I did not, in fact, 
see any shadow of difficulty between me and the bishop of 
Meaux, on the fundamental questions of doctrine ; but thai, 
if he pertonaUy attacked Maclame Gupon in his hooky I could 
not approve of it. This is what I declared six months ago. 
The bishop of Meaux gave me his book to examine. At 
the first opening of the leaves, I saw that it was full of per- 
sanal refutation. I immediately informed the archbishop of 
Paris, the bishop of Chartres, and Monsieur Tronson, of the 
perplexing situation in which the bishc^ of Meaux had 
placed me.*' 

After adding that he could not approve of a hook in which 
many unfavorable things are said of Madame Guyon, with- 
out doing an injury to himself as well as injustice to her, he 
proceeds in the same letter to give his reasons. 

^ I have often sees her. Every one knows that I have 

TOL. II. 18 
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bten intimately tcqaainted tdtli her. I may say farther, 
that I have esteemed her, and that I have suffered her aUo 
to be esteemed by illastrioas persoasy whose repotation is 
dear to the church, and who had confidenoe in me. I neither 
was nor could be ignorant of her writings, althoug)i I did 
not examine them all accurat^y. at aa early period. I 
knew enough of them, however, to perceive that they were 
liable to be misunderstood ; and must ocmfess that I was in- 
duced by some feelings of early distrust to examine her 
with the greatest rigor. I think I can say I have conducted 
this examination with greater accnnicy than her enemies, or 
even her authorized exam^inersy can have done, iti And the 
reason of my saying this is^ that she was much more candid^ 
mnefa more unconstrained, much more ingenuous towards 
me, at a lime whoi die had no^xing to fear. 

'' I hav« often made her explain what she thou^t respect^i 
ingthe controverted points. I have required ^ry in fre^ 
quent instances* to explain to me the meaning of particular 
terms in heir .writings, having relation to the subject of 
inward experience, which seemed to be mystical and ancer« 
tain. I clearly perceived, in every instance, that she un-^ 
derstood them in 'a perfectly innocent and catholic sense. % 
followed her. even through all the details of her practice, 
and of the counsels which she gave to the most igoorahi and 
least cautious persots ; but I could never diacidvef the least 
trace of those wrong and injurious maxims y^iA are attrib* 
nted to her. Could I then, conscientionsly, impute them to 
her by my approbatioh of the work of the bishop of Meauxj 
and thus strike the final blow at her reputation, afber- Having 
so dearfyanid so accurately ascertained- her inxiocence ? . 

f^ Let others, who are acquainted with her writmgs only, 
explalik the meaning of those writings With rigor, and cen* 
sure them. I leave them to do it if they please. But, as 
for myeslf^ I think I am boutid is justice to judge of the 
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fneanitiff ^fherwrUingt from, h^ ♦vcrf &pini<mt, ynth which 
lam thorou!ghly.acqiiiaifUed; aad not of her opinkMU by the / 
harsh iDteit>retation3 which jare given to her expressioDB, ' . 
and which she never int^4ed." 

Bach are some of the terms which are foand in this letter* 
They- are. sufficiently etplicit They indicate the course 
which Fendon thought it necessary to pursue; a course 
which was. not Hkely to be changed, after it had been onoe 
adopted on full examination. He knew well that the letter 
would be laid before the king, and that it would be likely to 
offend him^ . But 'it'was. impossible for him, with those high 
natural and moral traits he possessed, to do. otherwise than 
he didrf 

7. ..The work of Boesuet, although it was not yet pub- 
Hi^hed, was everywhere sppken of. It W|is genendly under* 
stood also, that it did not meet with the approbatioa of F6ne^ 
Ion.' Bossuet and Fenelon were, therelore^ at yarjancei 
t#o men who embodied mote of public thought and ofpublie 
attachment than any other two liien in France^ And, singu* 
lar as it may seem, the objeqt of controversy between them 
was a poor i^ptive. woman, who was $t thi^ very time shut 
up in the fortress of Vincenjles, and who Wfis employed in 
making religious songs, which she sung in concert with her 
pious maid-servant. Bossuet looked upon her as a heretic. 
Fenelon was regarded, not without some reason, as her 
avowed defender. 

8. It was not possible for a man of Fenelon's reputation 
and standing, towards whom so many eyes were now turned, 
to remain silent. The marked circumstances of the times, 
and of his own peculiar position, rendered it necessary for 
him to speak. It was under these circumstances, enlight- 
ened by his own experience as well as by history, that he 
gave to the world his work, entitled, The Maxims of the 
Saints. It was first published in January, 1697. 
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Li this celebrated work, it was liis object to state some of 
the leading principles or maxims, such as are found in the 
most devout writers, on the subject of the higher inward 
experience and of holy living. It is not an entire theory or 
sjstem of the inward life ; but a statement of some of the lead- 
ing principles, especiallj such as had been most controverted. 
The work of Bossuet, although it embraced a multitude of 
topics, might be justly described as an attack upon Madame 
Guyon. The work of Fenelon, without naming her, was 
designed to be, and was in fact, her defence. It was an ex* 
position of her views as Fenelon understood them, and at 
she had explained them to him in private. 

9. In what follows, I propose to give the substance of 
these maxims. ^ As they are drawn in part from the mystic 
writers, we meet frequently with expressions which are 
peculiar to those writers. A literal translation, therefore^ 
would fail to convey the precise idea to the Protestant mind, 
which is trained to somewhat different modes of thought 
and forms of expression. What we propose, therefore, is 
to give the mhstance of them ; that is to say, the true mean* 
ing, as it would be likely to be understood by reiigioos 
Protestants, apd in as few words as possiUe. 



MAXBill OF THE SAINTS. 

[Tlie Maxims of the Saints ; — *or MaxiinB having relation to the 
experiences of the Inward Life and the doctrines of Pure Love, 
by Fenelon, archbishop of Cambray ; — the sentiment, or sub- 
stance of them, herein being given.] 

ABTICLE riBST. 

Of the love of God, there are yanous kinds. At least) 
there are various feelings which go ander that name. 

Ftrsty There is what may be called mercenary or selfish 
love ; that is to say, that love of God which originates in 
an exclusive and sole regard to our own happiness. Those, 
who love Grod with no other love than this, love him just as the 
miser loves his money, and just as the. voluptuous man loves 
his pleasures ; attaching no value to God, except as a means 
to an end; and that end is the gratification of themselves. 
Such love, if it can be called by that name, is unworthy of 
Grod. He does not ask it ; he will not receive it. It is a 
love of one's self rather than of God. In the language of 
St Francis de Sales, ^ it is sacrilegious and impious." 

Second^ There is another kind of love, which does not 
exdude a regard to our own happiness as a motive of love, 
but which at the same time requires this motive to be subor- 
dinate to a much higher one, namely, that of a regard to 
God^s glory. It is a species of mixed state, in which we 
regard ourselves and regard God at the same time. This 
love is not necessarily selfish and wrong. On the contrary, 
when the two olyects of it, God and ourselves, are relatively 

VOL. II. 18 * 
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in the right position, that is to saj, when we love God as he 
ought to be loved, and love ourselves no more than we ought 
to be loved, it is a love which, in being properly subordinated, 
is unselfish and is right. 

Such love is approved by the Council of Trent; which 
declares that mixed love, involving on the one hand a regard 
for our own happiness, and on the other a regard for Grod's 
glory, as the leading «iid prioeipal element, is^ not a sin, but 
<m the contrary is right and desirable. ^ 

ARTICLE SSCOKD. 

Of those persons who are subjects of the mixed love 
described in the latter part of the last article, all are not 
equally advanced. There are some whose desire or love 
for their own happiness is out of proportion to what is or 
should be their love to God» They love themselves; that 
is to say; they seek their own happiness, which is right ; but 
the love of themselves is not kept in proper subordination ta 
the love of Grod. And this want of subordination varies, 
being in some persons greater and in others less. So that 
there are different degrees of advancement 

II. Mixed love, which includes as the objects of our 
regard both God and ourselves, becomes pure love, when 
the love of self is relatively, though not absolat^y, lost in a 
regiffd to the will of God. This is always the case, when 
the two objects are loved in their due propcnlion. So that 
pure love is mix^d love token it is combined rightly, 

III. Pore love la not inconsistent, with mixed love^ bat 
is mixed love carried to its true result. When this result is 
attained, the motive of God's glory so expands itself, and so 
fills the mind, that the other motive, that of our own hap- 
piness, becomes so smaU, and so recedes from our iiiward' 
notice, i» to be j9racftVa% annihilated. It is then that God 
becomes what he ever ought to be, —^ the centre of the soul, to 
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whicb HU its atfections tend ; the great moral san of the Boul, 
frbm which all its light and all its wannth prooeed. It is 
then t^t a man thinks no more of himself* He has become 
the man of a '' nn^ eye.** His own happines% luad.all that 
regards himself, is entirely lost sight of, in his simple and 
fixed look to God's will and God's glory,, 

IV. So that we may make three distinctions or degrees 
of love. The first is mercenary love, in which we propose 
to love God simply and exclusively as a means or inBtra« 
Inent to our own happiness. Sudi love, considered in a 
religions respect, has no valiie. It is illusive, injurious, and 
destructive; 

The second is mixed love, in which we love God without 
ceasing to have a regard to ourselves. Oar motives of action 
have not reached the true *' simplicity," — have not become 
one. When we would do good, " evil is present with us." 
Holy and selfish motives are mingled together in various 



The third is pure love, in which the motive of our own 
hi^piness, without being absolutely lost, is merged in that 
of love to GknL We lay ourselves at his feet Self is known 
no more ; not because it is wiV)ng to regard and to desire 
our own good, but because the object of desire is withdrawn 
from our notice. When the sun shines, .the stars disappear. 
When God is in the soul, who can think of himself? So 
that we love Gbd^ and God alone ; and all other thin^ ur 
and FOR God. 

ABTICLB THIBD. 

In the early periods of religious experience, motives^ 
which have a regard to our personal happiness, are more 
prominent and effective than at later periods ; nor are th^ 
to be condemned. It is proper, in addressing eten religious 
men, to appeal to the fear of death, to the impending judg- 
ments of God, to the tetrors of hell:aiid the jays of heaveiv 
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Soeh appeals are reepgnized iii the H0I7 Seriptures, and are 
in accoidanoe with the views and feelings of good men in- all 
ages of the world. The motives involved in them are 
powerful aids to beginners in religion ; assisting^ as thej do, 
veiy mach in repressing the passions, and in strengthening 
the practical virtues. 

We should not think lightlj, therefore, of the grace of 
God, as manifested in that inferior form of religion which stops 
short of the more glorious and perfected form of pure lave« 
We are to follow God's grace, and not to go before it. To 
the higher state of pure loye wc are to advance, step bj 
step; watching carefully Grod's inward' and outward provi- 
dence; and receiving increased grace by improving the 
grace we have, till the dawning light becomes the perfect 
day. 

ARTICLE FOURTH. 

He, who is in the state of pure or perfect love, has all 
the moral and Christian virtues in himself. Such love 
necessarily includes the whole. If temperance, forbearance, 
chastity, truth, kindness, forgiveness, justice, may be re* 
garded as virtues, ihere can be no doubt, that they are all 
included in holy love. That is to say, the principle of love 
will not fail to develope itself, on the appropriate occasions, 
in each of these forms. Such is obviously the doctrine of 
St. Augustine, who remarks, that love is the foundation, 
source, or principle of all the virtues; and that cUfTereut 
names are frequently given to it, in connection with the 
different occasions which call it forth. This view is sus- 
tained also by St. Francis de Sales and by Thomas Aquinas. 

The state of pnre love does not exclude the mental state, 
which is called Christian hope. Hope in the Christian, when 
we analyze it into its elements, may be described as the de- 
sire of being united with God in heaven, accompanied with 
the ^xpedattpQ or i)eliaf of being so. It is true this belief 
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is 80 strong, that this state of miod, being free from anxiety, 
does not arrest so much of^ t>ar nodee, and occupy so much 
of our attention, as it otherwise would. But still it exists. 

ASTIGLE FIFTH. 

Sonis that, by beirig perfected in love, are truly the sub- 
jects of the grace of sanctification, do not cease, neverthe- 
less, to grow in grace. It may not be easy to specify and 
describe the degrees of sanctification to any great extent ; 
but there seem to be at least two modifications of experi- 
ence, after persons have reached this state. 

(L) The first may be described as the state oihcly resign 
nation. Such a soul thinks more frequently than it will, at 
a subsequent period, of its own happiness. Desires, not 
selfish, but still having relation to its own good, from time to 
time arise. They are not unholy desires, because they are 
entirely submitted to God, and do not exist at variance with 
his will. 

(2.) The second state, which is experienced after the 
soul hath made further progress, is that of hciy indifference. 
Such a soul not only desires and wills in submission, but 
absolutely ceases either to desire or to will, except in codpei^ 
ation with the divine leading. Its desires for itself, as it has. 
greater light, are more completely and permanently merged 
in the one higher and more absorbing desire of God's glory, 
and the fulfilment-of his wilL It desires and wills, therefore, 
only what God desires and wills. In this state of experi* 
ence, ceasing to do what we fhall be likely to do, and what 
we may very properly do in a lower state, we no longer de* 
sire our own salvation merely as an eternal deliverance, or 
merely as involving the greatest amount of personal happi- 
ness; but we desire it chiefly as the fulfilment of God's 
pleasure, and as resulting in his glory, and because he him- 
self desires and wills that we should thus desire and will. 
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(8.) H0I7 indifference is not inactivitj. It is the furthest 
possible from it It is indifference to any thing and everj^ 
thing out of God's will ; bat it is the highest life and aotiyitjr 
to anj thing and every thing in that wilL 

AJtTICLS. SIXTH. 

One of the clearest and best established maxima or prin- 
ciples of holiness is, that the holy soul, when arriTed at the 
second state mentioned in the last artide, ceases to have 
desires for any thing out of the will of Godv Its desires are 
not only submissive to the divine desires and purposes, but^ 
what is evidence of a still higher state of grace, are identical 
wOk them* This state is sometimes described, conveniently 
perhaps, but not very correctly, as a state of non^denre. 
And it even seems to be an opinion with some pensons, that 
the state of mind under consideration absolutely excludes all 
desire whatever ; so much so, that one who is the subject of 
it cannot make any specific request whatever, for any good 
either sfHritual or temporal, either for himself or others. 

It is hardly necessary to say, that this is a perversion, and 
a very great perversion, of what is really and truly meant. 
What is meant, when spiritual writers speak of the state of 
KOH-DE8IBE, is, that the holy soul is indifferent to, and does 
not desire, any thing which God does not desire. / But within 
that limit it may and^does desire every thing which G<'d in 
his providence brings before it. Thus the Psalmist says> 
** All my desires are set before thine eyes/' 

The holy soul, when it is really in that state which i» 
called in some writers the state of KON-DssiltE, may^ never- 
theless, desire every thing in relation to the correction of its 
imperfectiotis and weaknesses, its perseverance, in its reli- 
gious state, and its ultimate salvation, which it has reason to 
know from the Scriptures, or in any other way that God 
desires. ItmayWlso desire all tempbral good, hoofes and 
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lands, food fuid clothing, friends and books, and exemp- 
tion £rom physical suffering, and anj thing else, so far and 
only so /ar, as it has reason to think that such desire is 
coincident with the divide desire. The hxAj soul not only 
desires particular things^ which are sanctioned by the known 
will of God ; but also desires the fulfilment of his will in all 
respects, unknown, as weU aa known. Being in faith, it 
commits itself to God in darkness as well as in light. Its 
NON-DESIBE is simply its not desiring any thing out of God. 

ARTICJLE, SJ;VENTH. 

In that portion of the history of the ehureh which relates 
to inward ezperience, we not unfreqnmitly find aceounts of 
individuals whose inward life may properly be chajfaeterized 
as extrtwrdinary. They represent themselves as having ex* 
traordin^ry commnnications ; — dreams, visions, revelations. 
Without stopping to inquire, whether these inward results 
arise £rom an excited and disordered state of the physical 
system, or from God> th^ impoirtaxit reniari^ to be made here 
is^ that these thiiigSj to whiUiever extent they may exist, do 
not c<m$titvU koiUneu. 

The principle, which is the life of common Christians in 

their common mited stiite, i& the principle which originates 

and snstams the Hfe Of those who are truly ^' the ptire in 

heart" namely, the principle ^f faith working by love, — 

existing, however, ih the <ase of those last m^itioned, in a 

. greatly increased degree. This is obviously the doctrine of 

John of the'CiM9, who teaches us, that we must walk in the 

night of faiih f ibi^ is to-say, with night aronnd us, which 

exists in eonsequi^nce of our entire ignorance of what is 

V before us, imd with faith alobe, &ith in God, in his Word, 

and in his FrovideHcieS) ft>r the souFs guide. 

. Again^the persons who have, or are supposed to have, the 

visk>«» a<id: ottwsr xemaifkable states to which we have re- 
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ferred, and which are never to be confounded with the state 
of holj love, are sometimes disposed to make their own ex- 
perience, imperfect as it obviously is, the guide of their life, 
considered as separate from and as above the written law. 
Great care should be taken against such an error as this. 
God*s Word is our true rule. 

Nevertheless, it is an important principle in the doctrines 
of holiness, that there is no interpreter of the Divine Word 
like that of a holy heart ; or, what is the same thing, of the 
Holy Ghost dwelling in the heart. If we give ourselves 
wholly to God, the Comforter will certainly come, and take 
up his abode with us, and will guide us into all that truth 
which will be necessary for us. Truly holy souls, therefore, 
continually looking to Grod for a proper understanding of his 
Word, may confidently trust, that he will guide them aright. 
A holy soul, in the exercise of its legitimate powers of inter* 
pretation, may deduce important views from the Word of 
God, which would not otherwise be known ; but it cannot 
add any thing to it. When the truth is thus made known, it 
is the business of the soul to co5perate with Grod with all its 
affections and all its strength of will, in the fulMment of 
whatever he requires. 

Again, God is the regulator of the affections, as weU as 
of the outward actions. Sometimes the state which he in- 
spires within us is thlat of holy love; — sometimes, acting 
in accordance with the appropriate circumstances, he in- 
spires affections which have love and faith for their basis, 
but which have a specific character, and which then appear 
under other names or denominations, such as humility, for- 
^veness, gratitude. But in all cases, both of outward acts 
and of inward affections, and in whatever form those affec- 
tions appear, whether general or specific, there is nothing 
holy, except what is based upon the antecedent or «pre- 
venient" grace of God. . In all the universe, there is but 
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one legitimate Originator, Man's business is that of concur^ 
rence. And this view is applicable to all the stages of Chris- 
tian experience, from the 'lowest to the highest 

To speak thus is to speak in aecordance with the views 
of eminent and recognized writers on inward experience. 

ARTICLE EIGHTH. 

Writers on the higher forms of inwarfl experience often 
speak of abandonment. The term has a meaning which is 
somewhat specific. The soal in this state does not renounce 
every thing, and thus become brutish in its indifference ; bat 
renounces every thing, except God*$ will. 

Souls who are in the state of abandonment [a state 
which is essentially the same with that which Protestant 
writers variously express by the terms self-renuneiaiion and 
inward crucifixion'] not only forsake outward things, but, 
what is still more important, forsake themsehei. 

Abandonment or self-renunciation is not the renunciation 
of faith or of Idve or of any thing else, except selfishneis. 
He who abandons himself, by abandoning that in himself 
which ought not to be in himself, exists in God. He has 
gone through that trying and often terrible process, which 
smites and destroys the life of nature, and which is necessa- 
rily followed by a l»etter, purer, and higher life. 

The state of abandonment, or entire self-renunciation, it 
generally attended, and perhaps we may say, is generally 
carried out and perfected, by temptatiixis more or less 
severe^ We cannot well know, Whether we have renounced 
ourselves, except by being tried on those very points to 
which our self-renunciation, either real or supposed, relates. 
One of the severest inward trials which ^e are called to 
experience is that by which we are taken off from all in- 
ward sensible supports, and are made to live and walk by 
faith alone. . Pious and holy men who have been the sub- 
VOL. II. 19 
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jects of inward crucifixion, often refer to the trials which 
have been experienced bj them. Thej sometimes speak of 
them as a sort of inward and terrible purgatory. '^ Onlj 
mad and wicked men/' says Cardinal. Bona, ^ will deny the 
existence of these remarkable experiences, attested as thej 
are by men of the most venerable virtue^ who speak only of 
what they have known in themselves." 

The trials, whidi complete and which attest our abandon- 
ment to God, are not always of the same duration. . The" 
more cheerfully and faithfully we. give ourselves to God, to 
be smitten in any and all of our idols, whenever and wherever 
he chooses, the shorter will be the work. God makes us. to 
Buffer no longer than he sees .to be necessary for us. 

The trials which purify the soul in the higher stages of 
its progress are different in some degree, as would naturally 
be expected, from those which are incident to the life, of 
beginners. They are more inward : they relate to things, 
which, in our earlier experience, would hardly have attracted 
notice. They subject even our virtues to the test, and place 
our purity itself in the crucible. 

One of the principles in the doctrines of holy living is, 
that we . should not be premature in drawjuig ihe conclusion, 
that Ihe process of inward crucifixion is^ complete, and that 
our abandonment to God is without any reservation what- 
ever. The act of consecration, which is a sort of incipient 
step, may be sincere ; but the reality of the consecration in 
the full extent to which we suppose it to exist, and which 
may prc^rly be descaibed as abandonment or entire self- 
renundation, can be known only when God has applied the 
appropriate tests. The trial will show whether we are 
wholly the Lord's. Those who prematurely draw the con- 
clusion, that they are so, expose themselves to great illusion 
and injuiy. 
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ABTICLE NINTH. 

^ What does the state of abandonment or of entire self- 
renunciation take away from- us, and what does it leave ? 

It does not. take from the soiilthat moral power which is 
essential to its moral agency ; — a power without which the 
sour could not fulfil that dirine will to which it has given 
itself. It does not take awaj that antecedent or prevenient 
grace, without whicli even abandonment itself would be a 
state of moral death. It. does not take away the principle of 
faith, which prevenient graCe originated, and through which 
it now operates. It does not take away the desire and hope 
of final salvation, although it takes away all uneasiness and 
_ unbelief ' connected with such a desire.- It does not take 
away the fountains of love which spring up deeply and 
freshly, within it. It does not take away the hatred of sin. 
It does hot tiake away tiie testimony of a good conscience. 
' But there cire some things which the state of self-renun- 
ciation does take away. It takes away that uneasy han- 
kering of- the soul, which characterized its previous state, . 
after pleasure either inward or outward* It takes away the 
selfish vivacity and eagerness of nature, which is too impa- 
tient to wait calmly and submissively for Grod*s time of action. 
By fixing the mind wholly upon Grod, it takes away the dis- 
position, and to some extent the ability^; of the soul to occupy 
itself with refieet acts ; that is to say, acts that are employed 
with the undue examination and analysis of its own feelings.' 
In other words, the soul, in the possession of God as the 
object of its thoughts, loses the thought of itself. It does 
not take away the pain and sorrow which are naturally ind-. 
dent to our physical state, and to our natural sensibilities ; 
but it takes away all uneasiness^ iall murmuring; — leaving 
soiil in its inner nature,- and in every part of its nature 
where the power of faith reaches, calm and- peaceable as the 
God that dwells there. 



220 LIFB AHD BELXOIOU8 EXPEBIENCE 

ARTICLE TENTH. 

Gk)d has promised life and happiness to his people. What 
he has promised can never fail to take place. Nevertheless, 
it is the disposition of those who love God with a petfecfe 
heart, to leave themselves entirely in his hands, irrespective, 
in some degree, of the promise. Bj the aid of the promise, 
without which they must have remained in their original 
weakness, they rise, as it were, ahove the promise; and 
rest in that essential and eternal will, in which the promise 
originated. 

So much is this the case, that some individuals, across 
whose path Cod had spread the darkness of his providences^ 
and who seemed to themselves for a time to be thrown out 
of his favor and to be hopelessly lo6t, have acquiesced with 
submis^n in the terrible destiny which was thus presented 
before them. Such was the state of mind of Francis de 
Sales, as he prostrated hunself in the church of St Stephen 
des Grez. The language of such persons, uttered vnthout 
eamplainty is, ^ Ify God, my God, why haSt thqu forsaken 
me ? " They claim Grod as their God, and will npt abandon 
their love to him, althongh they believe, at the time, that 
they are forsaken of him. l^ey choose to leave themselves, 
under all possible circumstances, entirely in the hands of 
Grod : their language is, even if it should be his pleasure to 
separate them for ever from the enjoyments of his presence, 
^'Not my wiU, hui thine be daneJ* 

It is perhaps difficult to perceive, how minds whose life, 
as it were, is the princi(de o£ faith, can be in this situation. 
Take the case of the Saviour. It is certainly diiBcult to 
conceive how the Saviour, whose faith never failed, could 
yet believe hims^ forsaken ; and yet it was so. 

We know that it is impossible for God to forsake those 
who put theirv trust in him. He can just as soon forsake his 
own word ; and, what is more, he can just as soon forsake 
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his own Dfttare. Holy touls, neTertheless, may sometimesy 
in a way and under cireomstanoes which we may not fully 
understand, believe themselTes to be forsaken, and that too 
beyond all possibility of hope ; and yet such is their faith in 
God and their love to him, that the will of God, even under 
such circamstances, is dearer to liiem than any thing and 
every thing else. 

ABTICLK EtEYENTH. 

One great point of difference between the First Covenant, 
or the covenant of works, which said to men, '< Do this and 
live,'* and the Second Covenant, or the covenant of grace, which 
says, ^^Believe and Kve^ is this : — ^The first covenant did not 
lead men to any thing that was perfect. It is true, that it 
showed men what was right and good ; but, in its application 
to them in their fallen state, it failed in giving them the 
power to fulfil what the covenant required. Men, under the 
first covenant, not only understood what was right and good, 
but they had a clear perception of the opposite of the right, 
and knew what was m/ ; but, in their love and practice of 
depravity, they had sunk so low that they no longer had 
power of themselves to fiee from it 

The new or Christian covenant is the law oigrctee ; which 
not only coincides with the old covenant in prescribing and 
commanding, but gives also the power to fvlfL To every 
one under the new dispensation, the covenant founded in 
the blood of the cross, Grod gives graet ; that is to say, he 
acts graciously or mercifully in giving them, darkened and 
depraved as they are, that knowledge and strength which 
are requisite' in doing his wilL 

In the practical dispensations of divine grace, there are .a 
number of principles which it may be important to remember. 

( 1 .) God being Love, it is a part of his nature to desire to 
communieaJtt Mmsdf to all moral beings, and to make himself 
one with them in a perfect harmony of relations And feelings. 

VOL. 11. 19* 
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The position of God is tbat of ^ver ; the position of man is 
that of recipient. Harmonized with man by the Uood and 
power of the Cross, he has once more become the infiwUe 
fidneu^ the original and overflowing fountain, giving and 
ever readj to give. 

(2.) Such are the rehitions between God and man, in- 
volved in the fact of man's moral agency, that man's business 
is to receive ; in other words, which are perhaps better, be* 
canse they imply not only reception, but power and activity 
in reception, it is his business to cooperate with what Grod 
gives. 

(3.) Souls that are true to the grace that is given them, 
will never suffer any diminution of it. On the contrary, the 
great and unchangeable condition of continuance And of 
growth in grace is cooperation with, what we now have. 
This is the law of growth. It is a law, not only deducible 
from the divine nature, but is expressly revealed- and de- 
clared in the Scriptures : — ^^JFbr whosoever hath, to htm shall 
he given, and he shall have more abundance ; hut whosoever 
hath not, from him shall he taken awa/y even that he hcUhJ* 
Matt xiiL 12. 

I repeat, therefore, that a faithful oooperadon with gi«ce, 
as it is given at the present moment, is the most effectual 
preparation for attracting and receiving and increasing the 
grace of the next moment. This is the great secret of ad- 
vancement to those high degrees which are permitted; 
namely, a strict, unwavering, faithful codperati<m, moment 
hy moment, 

(4.) It is important correctly to understand the doctrine 
of cooperation. A disposition to cooperate, in the true sense 
of the terms,. is not more opposed to the sinful indolence 
which fails behind, than to the hasty and unrighteous zeal 
which runs before. God is our guide. Let the reader sup- 
pose himself to be in an unknown countiy, crossed by nnmef- 
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ous roads, and tangled and perplexed by intricate forests, 
requiring him, as the only method of success in his journey, 
to employ some person to point out the way. But in his 
self-confidence he continually runs before his guide; and, 
relying upon his own conjectures, enters sometimes upon 
one path and sometimes upon another. What want of re- 
spect and confidence does he not show to his guide I And 
ta what perplexities and troubles does he not expose him- 
self ! It is thus when, in the e3cce$$ of zeal, which has a 
good appearance, but which in reality has unbelief and self 
at the bottom, we run before Grod. 

(j5.) True cooperation, therefore, is deliberate and peace- 
ful ; always having a watchfhl regard to the divine provi- 
dences. Cooperation, by being calm and peaceable, does 
not cease to be efficacious. Souls that are in this purified 
but tranquil state are souls of power ; watchful and trium- 
phant against self; resisting temptation in its various forms ; 
fighting evei^ to blood against sin. But it is, nevertheless, a 
combat which is free from the turbulence and inconsistencies 
of human passion ; because they contend in the presence of 
God, who is their strength, in the spirit of the highest &ith 
and love, and under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, who is 
always tranquil in his operations. 

ABTICLS TWELFTH. 

Those in the highest state of religious experience desire 
nothing, except that G^od may be glorified in them by the 
accomplishment of his holy wilL Nor is it inconsistent with 
this to add, that holy souk possess that natural love which 
exists in the form of love for themselves. Their natural 
love, however, which, within its proper degree, is innocent 
love, is so absorbed in the love of God, tihat it ceases, for the 
most part, to be a distinct object of consciousness ; and prac- 
tically and truly they may be said to love themselves in and 
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FOB God. Adam, ia his state of innocence, loved himself 
considered as the reflex image of God and for God's sake. 
So that we may either say, that he loved God in hunself, or 
that he Iqved himself IK and fob God. And it is because 
holj sools, extending their affections beyond their own limit, 
love their neighbor on the same principle of loving, namely, 
IN and FOB God, that they may be said to hve their neighbor 
<u themselves. 

It does not follow, because the love of oarselves is lost in 
the love of Grod, that we are to take no care, and to exercise 
no watch over ourselves. No man will be so seriously and 
constantly watchful over himself as he who loves himself in 
and FOB God alone. Having the image of God in himself, 
he has a motive, strong, we might perhaps say, as that 
which controls the actions of angels, to guard and protect it. 

It may be thought p^haps, that this is inconsistent with 
the principle in the doctrines of hdy living, which requires 
us, in the highest stages of inward experience, to avoid as 
much as possible those reflex acts which consist in self- 
inspecti<m, because such acts have a tendency to turn the 
mind off from God. The apparent difiiculty is reconciled in 
this way. The holy soul is a soul with Grod ; moving as 
God moves ; doing as God does ; looking as God looks. If, 
therefore, God is looking within us, as we may generally 
learn from the intimations of his providences, then it is a 
sign that we are to look within ourselves. Our little eye, 
our small and almost imperceptible ray, must look in, in the 
midst of the light of his great and burning eye. It is thus 
that we may inspect oarselves without a separation from 
God. 

On the same principle, and in the same way, we may be 
watchful and careful over our neighbors ; watching them, 
not in our own time, but in God's time ; not in the censori- 
ousness of nature, but in the kindness and forbearance of 
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grace ; not as separate from God, but in ooncarrence with 
him. 

ARTICLE THIBTEENTH. 

The soul, in the state of pure love, acts in 9%mpl%city. Its 
inward rule of action is found in the dedsions of a sanctified 
conscience. These decisions, based upon judgments that are 
free from self-interest, maj not always be ahiohUely right, 
because our views and judgments, being limited, can extend 
only to things in part ; but they may be said to be relatively 
right: they conform ta things so far as we are permitted to 
see them and understand them, and convey to the soul a 
moral assurance, that, when We act in accordance with them, 
we are doing as Grod would have us da Such a conscience 
is enlightened by the Spirit of God ; and when we act thus, 
under its divine guidance, looking at what now is and not at 
what moty be^ looking at the rig?U oi things and not at their 
relations to our personal and selfish interests, we are said to 
act in simplicity. This is the true mode of action. 

It is a practical principle, connected with the laws of holy 
living, that, when we act in the manner which has been men- 
tioned, we should leave the principle or motive of the action 
with God, without distrust or anxiety, just as we leave any 
thing else. Look at the facts and relations of things just as 
they are presented ; be sure that the soul is free from any 
selfish bias whatever ; and then, with humble reliance on 
God, decide, and leave it, both the action and the motive of 
the action, calmly and for ever, in his eternal ke4{)ing. Trust 
God in this as in every thing else ; and, having thus accom- 
plished the duty of the present moment, let the soul pass on 
in its simplicity, without reflex and disquieting acts, to the du- 
ties, which require all its powers, of the moment that follows. 

It is thus, in this singleness of spirit, we do things, as some 
experimental writers express it, without Jmowing what we 
do. That is to say, we are so absorbed in the thing to be 
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done, and in the importance of doing it rightlj, that we 
forget ourselves. It is in this manner that angels maj he 
supposed to act They are not occupied chiefly, and per- 
haps not at all, in the analysis of their own motives and 
feelings ; hut with the object of those feelings, namely, God. 
Perfects love has nothing to spare from its object for itself. 
And it is the same with perfect prayer. He who prays 
perfectly is never thinking how well he prays. And it is 
in accordance with this view, that we find in the writings of 
Cassian a remark of St Anthony, that " prayer is not to be 
regarded as perfect, when he who offers it knows that he 
prays ; ** implying that reflex acts, or acts reflecting upon a 
thing done, at the time of its being done, necessarily hinder 
and mar the completeness or perfection of the doing. 

▲STICLE FOURTEENTH. 

Holy souls are without impatience, but not without trouble ; 
are above murmuring, but not above affliction. The souls of 
those who are thus wholly in Christ may be regarded in 
two pomts of view, or rather in two parts ; namely, the 
natural appetites, propensities, and affections, on the one 
hand, which may be called the inferior part ; and the 
judgment, the moral sense, and the will, on the other, which 
may be described as the superior part. As things are, 
in the present life, those who are wholly devoted to God 
may suffer in the inferior part, and may be at rest in the 
superior. Their wills may be in harmony with the divine 
will; they may be a^roved in their judgments and con- 
science, and at the same time may suflRsr greatly in their 
physical relations, and in their natural sensibilities. In 
this manner, Christ upon the cross, while his will remained 
firm in its union with the will of his heavenly Father, suf- 
fered much through his physical system ; he felt the painful 
longings of thirst, the pressure of the thorns, and the agony 
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of the spear. He was deeply aMcted also for the friends he 
lefl behind him, and for a dying world. Bat in his inner 
. i^d higher nature, where he felt himself sustained by the 
secret voice uttered in his sanctified conscience and in his 
unchangeable faith, he was peaceful and happy. 

▲BTICI'B FIFTEBKTH. 

A suitable repression of the natural appetites is profitable 
and necessary. We are told, that the body should be brought 
into subjection. Those physical mortifications, therefore, 
which are instituted to this end, and which are denominated 
austerities, are not to be disapproved. When practised within 
proper limits, they tend to correct evil habits, to preserve us 
against temptation, and to give self-control. 

The. practice of austerities, with the views and on the 
principles indicated, should be accompanied with the spirit 
of recollection, of love, and prayer. Christ himself, whose 
retirement to solitary places, whose prayers and fastings are 
not to be forgotten, has given us the pattern which it is 
proper for ns to follow. We must sometimes use force 
against our stubborn nature. <* Since the days of John, the 
kingdom of heaven stifereth violence; and the violent take 
it by force.'* 

ABTICLB SIXTEENTH. 

The simple desire of our own happiness, when kept in 
due subordination, is innocent. This desire is natural to us ; 
and is properiy denominated the principle of self-lovIe. 
When the principle of self-love passes in its action its appro- 
priate limit, it becomes selfishness. Self-love is innocent; 
selfishness is wrong. Selfishness was the sin of the first 
angel, *< who rested in himself,'^ as St Augustine expresses 
it, instead of referring himself to Ood. 

We repeat, that we may desire and love our own happi- 
ness in proper subordination to the will of God, and be inno- 
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cent in it. In many Christians^ a prominent principle of 
action is the desire of happiness. 

Thej love God and thej love heaven ; thej love holiness, 
and thej love the pleasures of holiness; they love to do 
good, and they love the rewards c^ doing good. This is 
well; but there is something better. Such Christians, as it 
seems to me, are inferior, in their degree of advancement, to 
those who, having learned that the finite and infinite are in- 
commensurable and cannot be subjected to the degrees of 
comparison, and forgetting the nothingness of the creature in 
the infinitude of the Creator, love God for his own glory alone. 

Souls in this higher state may not only be said to be free 
from selfishness, but in a certain sense- to be free from self. 
That is to say, they forget themselves that they may think 
only of God ; they forget their own will that they may think 
(mly of God's will. '< Their life is hid with Christ in God." 

ARTICLE SEVENTEENTH. 

There is no period of the Christian life which is exempt 
from temptation. The temptations, which are incident to 
the earlier stages of Christian experience, are in some re- 
spects different, as would naturally be supposed, from those 
which are incident to a later period ; and I think we may 
properly add, are to be resisted in a somewhat different 
manner. Experienced religious teachers will know what 
directions it is proper to give in different cases. 

Sometimes the temptations, which are incident to what may 
perhaps be cidled the transition state from mixed love to pure 
love, are somewhat peculiar; being adapted to test the ques- 
tion to our own satisfaction, whether we love God for himself 
alone. We should naturally suppose, that inward trials, exist- 
ing under such circumstances, would be severe. Sometimes 
persons judge of the state of their religions advancement by 
the nature of the temptations to which they are subject. 
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3ut this metbod of judgingy which is liable to lead into eiror, 
requires great caution. 

In the lower or mixed state of the Christian life the 
methods of resisting t^nptations are various. Sometimes 
tlie subject of these trials boldly faces them, if we may so 
express it» and endeavors to overcome them by a direct re- 
sistance. Sometimes he turns and flees. But in the state 
of pure love, when the soul has become strong in the divine 
contemplation, it is the common rule laid down by religious 
writers, that the soul should keep itself fixed upon God in 
the exercise of its holy love as at other times, as the most 
effectual way of resisting the temptation, which would natu- 
rally expand its efforts in vain upon a soul in that state. 

ARTICLE EIGHTEENTH. 

The will of God is the ultimate and only rule of aetkxL 
God manifests his will in various ways. The will of God 
may in some cases be ascertained by the operations of the 
human mind, especially when they are under a religious or 
gracious guidance. But he reveals his will chiefly in his 
written word. . And nothing can be declared to be the will 
of God, which is at variance with his written or revealed 
wilt. His revealed will may also be called Ms positive will ; 
a will which commands and requires. 

In addition to this, there is what may be called his per* 
mimve wiU ; a will which suffers sin without approving it. 
The same will which permits it, condemns it. It does not 
permit it by a positive dedaration to that effect; but only 
by giving way, as it were, to the commissioa of it, and not 
hindering it. This permissive will is never our rule of 
action. It would be an act of impiety to will our sin, under 
the pretence that God wills it permisMehf. 

If we sin, it is true that God permits it ; that is to say, 
he does not interpose against it a positive act of hindrance ; 

VOL. n. 20 
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bat it is also trae, that he disapproves and oondemns it as 
ooDtraiy to his immatable holiness. 

It is the bosiness of the sinner to repent. The state of 
penitence has temptations peculiar to itself. The sabject 
of it is sometimes tempted to murmnring and rebellious feel- 
ings, as if he had been unjustly left of God. When peni- 
tence is true, and when, existing in the highest state, it is 
free from the yariations of human passioui it is calm, peace- 
able, submissiye. 

ABTICLB NIKBTBEKTH. 

Among other distinctions of prayer, we may make that of 
Tocal and sUent, the prayer of the lips and the prayer of the 
ejections. Vocal prayer, without the prayer of the heart 
attending it, is a superstitious and wholly unprofitable wor- 
ship. It is better to recite but a few words with inward 
recollection and Ioyc, than long prayers without them. To 
pray without recollection in Grod and Without love, is to pray 
as the heathen did, who thought to be heard f<Mr the multi- 
tude of their words. 

Nevertheless, vocal prayer, when attended by right affec- 
tions, ought to be both recognized and encouraged, as being 
calculated to strengthen the thoughts and feelings it ex- 
presses and to awaken new ones, and also for the reason that 
it was taught by the Son of God to his apostles, and that it 
has been practised by the whole church in all ages. To 
make light of this sacrifice of praise, this fruit of the lips, 
would be an impiety. 

Silent prayer, in its common form, is also profitable. Each 
has its peculiar advantages, as each has its place, which will 
be indicated by the feelings and situation of the person who 
pra3rs. 

There is also a modification of prayer, which may be 
termed the prayer ofHlenct, This is a prayer too deep for 
words. The common form of silent prayer is voluntary. In 
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the pi^ajer of contemplative silenoey the lips seem ta be 
closed almost against the will. We have God at sach times. 
What else can we hare ? What else can we ask for ? Per* 
sons who are the subjects of unselfish or pore love» are much 
in this state. But it is a state- which is not at all inconsist- 
ent with specifio and vocal prayer on its appropriate occa- 
sions. Those who are entirely united to God, pray just as 
God would have them to pray ; and of course the form of 
their prayer will vary with the intimations and calls of his 
providence. 

ABTICLB TWEKTISTH. 

The principles of holy living extend, in their application, 
not only to the affections and the ordinary outward actions, 
but to every thing. For instance, in the matter of readingf 
he who. has given himself wholly to God, can read only what 
God permits him to read. He cannot read books, however 
they may be characterized by wit or power, merely to in- 
dulge, an. idle curiosity, or in any other ^way to please him- 
self idone. If we look to God for direction in the spirit, of. 
humility, we may reasonably hope to be guided aright in this 
thing as in others. As a subordinate means of such guid- 
ance, it is proper for us, not only to exercise our own judg- 
ments with care, but to copsult the opinions of religious 
friends and teachers* 

. In the reading of religious books, I think this may be a 
suitable direction, namely, to read but little at a time, and to 
interrupt the reading by intervals of religious recollection, in 
order that we may let the Holy Spirit more deeply imprint 
in us the Christian truths to which we are attending. When 
the state of recollection turns our minds from the truths of 
the book to the object of those, tmths, so much so that our 
desires are no longer upon the book, we may let it fall from 
our hands without scruple* * 
, God, in the person of the Holy Ghost, becomes to the 
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fbllj renoTftted mind the great inward Teacher. This is a 
great truth. At the same time we are not to suppose that 
the presence of the inward teacher exempts us from the 
neoessity of the ootwafd lesson. The Holy Ghost, operating 
through the medium of a purified judgment, teaches us by 
the means of books, especially by the word of God, which is 
Bev^ to be laid aside. 

ABTICI.E TWENTY-FIBSX 

One of the characteristics of the lower states of religious 
experience is, that they ate sustained, in a considerable de- 
gree, by meditative and reflective acts. As in these states 
faith is comparatively weidL and temptations are stnmg, it 
becomes necessary for those who are not advanced beyond 
them, to strengthen themselves by such meditative and re- 
flective acts, by &e consideration of various truths applica^ 
ble to their situation, and of the motives drawn from such 
truths, aided more or less by the influence of other truths 
and other motives. Accordingly, souls, in these inferior 
states, array before themselves all the various motives drawn 
from the consideration of misery on the one hand, and of 
happiness on the other; all the motives of fear and hope. 

It is diflerent with those who have given themselves 
wholly to God in the exercise of pure or perfect love. The 
soul that is in this state of holy love, does not find it neces- 
sary to delay and to meditate, and to reflect, in order to 
discover motives of action. It finds its motive of action a 
motive simple, uniform, peaceable, and still powerful beyond 
any other power, in its own principle of life, namely, its 
overflowing and pure love. 

St Anthony calb this state of the soul the '^perfect 
prayer ;" a state which is so little taken up with itself and 
so much occupied with the object of it, that it seems to be 
hardly consdous of its own existence. It does not stop to 
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think and reason ; nothing can be more simple than its 
movement ; the whofe amomit of its exercises towards God 
may be described in two words, looking and loving. It 
looks, and it loves ; , and its love is the principle of its life. 
To meditate and to reason, in order to strengthen soch love, 
would only tend to perplex and to diminish it In the lan- 
guage of St. Francis de Sales, '^ Pure love stands alone ; 
not supported by the reward it might claim, or by the pleas- 
ure which may attend it, but having its life in itself." 

In ocder to prevent misapprehension, it ought to be added 
here, that meditation, inquiry, and reasoning, are not meant 
to be condemned. They are exceedingly necessary to the 
great. body of Christians; and are absolutely indispensable 
to those, who are in the beginmngs of the Christian life. To 
take away these helps would be to take away the child from 
the maternal breast bef(Mre it can digest solid food. Still 
they are only the prop$ of the tnte life^ and not the life 
itself. 

▲BTICLS TWEHTT-8B00KD. 

The holy soul delists in acts of oontemplation ; to think 
of God and of Qod only. But the contemj^tive state, ex- 
isting without any interruption, is hardly consistent with the 
omdition of thingjs in the present life. It may be. permitted 
to exist, howeverj and ought not to be resisted in its approach, 
when ^he attraction towards God is so strong, that we And 
ourselves incapable of profital^y employing our minds in 
meditative and discursive acts. Indeed, so much time as 
God in his providence, who takes into view our situation 
and duties, will allow to be spent in this way, eannot fail to 
be highly profitable as well as happy* 

This is the doctrine of many experimental and theological 
writers; — of St Clement of Alexandria, of St Gregory 
Nazianzen, St Augustine, Pope St Gregory, St Thomas, 
Bernard, Cassian, and others. 

VOL. II. 20 * 
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ABTICtE TWEHTT-THIKB. 

Of the two States, the meditative and discursiYe on the 
one hand, which reflects, compares, and. reasons, and sup- 
ports itself by aids and methods of that nature, and the con- 
templatiTe on the other, whidi rests in God without such 
aids, the oontemplatiye is the highest. It is a state which 
is not only to be permitted, but b to be desired and sought 
after; and nothing short of those seasons of intimate and 
peaceful communion, which are involved in it, will satisfy 
the souls that fure called to it Still it is not iDconsistent 
with the meditative state, on the appropriate occasions of the 
latter. God will teach the times of both. John of the Cross, 
in his work entitled the Flame of Love, coincides with this 
view. As also does Father Balthazar Alvarez, who says 
that (me ought to take the oar of meditation when the wind 
of contemplation does not strike into the sails. Neither 
state is, or ought to be, entirely exclusive of the other. 

ABTICLE TWEKTT-POUBTH. 

It is consistent with what is said in the last article^ when 
we add, that in some cases God gives such eminent grace, 
that the contemplative prayer, which is essentially the same 
with the prayer of silence, becomes the habitual state. We 
do not mean, that the mind is always in this state ; but that, 
whenever the season of recollection and of prayer returns, 
whether more or less frequentljr, it habitually, by the strong 
. instinct of its abundant love, assumes the contemplative state, 
in distinction from the meditative and discursive. Having 
God, it has every thing, and it rests there. And it does so 
because God chooses and wills it. 

. It does not follow from what has been said, that this state, 
eminent as it is, is invariable. Souls may fall from this 
state by some act of infidelity in themselves ; ^r Gk>d, for 
reasons known only to himself, may place them temporarily 
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in a different state, and wltboat anj diminntion of their holy 
love. 

AHTIGLE TWENtT-FIPTH. 

" Whether, therefore,'* says the apostle, "y« eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ge do, do all things to the glory of God.'' Ist Con 
X. 31. And in another passage he says, ^Let aU things he 
done with charity'' 1st Cor. xtL 14. And again, ^ By love 
serve one anoth&r'' GaL y. 13. Passages which, with many 
others, imply two things ; first, that every thing which is 
done by the Christian ought to be done from a holy princi* 
pie ; andj second, that this principle is love. 

Persons who live and act in this manner, doing every 
thing in the spirit of holy love, may jnstly be regarded, I 
think, as fulfilling the requisition of the apostle, found in 
another places "iVay withotU ceasing." Their continual life 
of love, whiich refers every thing to God and identifies every 
thing with his will, is essentially a life of continual prayer. -. 

But the state of continual prayer, as we have now de- 
scribed it, -«- a state which is adapted during, our conscious 
moments to all times and all situations, — is not to b6 con- 
founded with that state of adoring conteinplation to which 
we have referred in some of the preceding articles. Cassian 
correctly remarks, that the state of pure contemplation, — a 
state which keeps the mind exclusively fixed upon Qod as 
the sole object of its thoughts and affections, — ^ is never ab- 
solutely perpetual in this life." But the state of holy love, 
including and involving that of prayer, may be so. 

ABTICLB TWENTT-SIXTH. 

Our acceptance with Grod, when our hearts are wholly 
given to him, does not depend upon our being in a particular 
state, which may seem to be more devout or eminent than 
another, bi^t simply upon our being in that state in which 
Grod in his providence requires us to be. The doctrine 
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of holincBs, therefore, while it reoognLies and requires, on 
its appropriate occasions, the prayer of contemplatioQ or 
of contemphitive silence, is not only not inconsistent with 
other forms of prayer, but is not at all inconsistent with the 
practice of the ordinary acts, duties, and virtues of life. It 
would be a great mistake to suppose, that a man who bears 
the Saviour's image, is any the less on that account a good 
neighbor or a good citizen ; that he can think less or work 
less when he is called to it ; or ^at he is not characterized 
by the various virtnes, appropriate to our present situation, 
of temperance, truth, fcM'bearance, forgiveness, kindness, chas- 
tity, justice. There is a law, involved in the very nature 
of holiness, which requires it to adapt itself to every variety 
of situation. It is the doctrine of St. Thomas Aquinas, that 
the principle of holy love, always 'the same in its essence, 
may assume^ under drcumstanoes which are not the same, 
specific modifications differing fix>m each other, and may at 
such times bear different and specific names. St. Bernard, 
St. Theresa, and John of the Cross, coincide in the views of 
this article. 

ARTICLE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

It IS in accordance with the views of Dipnysius the Are- 
opagite, to say), that the holy soul, in its contemplative state, 
is occupied with the j^ure or spiritual Divinity. That is to 
say, it is occupied with God, in distinction from any mere 
image of Gody such as could be addressed to the touch, the 
sight, or any of the senses ; a doctrine which will appear the 
less objectionable when we call to mind a remark of St. Au- 
gustine, that the capacity of the soul is such as to enable it 
to have ideas independently of the direct action of the senses ; 
and which, therefore, represent things that are not charac- 
terized by extension and form, or any other attributes that 
are visible and tangible. It is God represented in the intiel- 
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lectual ratber than the outward or densaoos idea, which the 
holy soui loves to contemplate. 

And this is not all. It does not satisfy the desires of the 
soul in its contemplative state, to occupy itself merely with 
the attributes of God ; with his power, wisdom, goodness, 
and the like; but it rather seeks and unites itself with 
the God of the attributes. The attributes of God are not 
God himself. The power of Grod is not an identical expres- 
sion' with the God of power ; nor is the wisdom of God iden- 
tical with the God of wisdom. The holy soul, in its contem* 
plative state, loves to unite itself with God, considered as the 
mbject of his attributes. It is not inlinite wisdom, infinite 
power, or infinite goodness, considered separately from the 
existence of whom they can be predicated, which it loves 
and adores; but the Ood of infinite wisdom, power, and 
goodness. 

It is not to be understood from this, however, that the 
attributes of God are not, at proper times, to be made the 
subject of examination and contemplation; although such 
an examination, deliberately prosecuted, might be inconsist- 
ent with the existence, for the time being, of that contem- 
plative state ,of which we are now speaking. 

[See, in. connection with this article, which is given like the 
others in an abridged and interpreted form, the remarks of Ma- 
dame Guy on at page 157.] 

ABTIOLB TWBWTT-EIGHTH. 

Christ is "the way, and the truth, and the life.'* The 
grace which sanctifies as well as that which justifies, is by 
him and through him. He is the true and living way ; and 
no man can gain the victory over sift, and be brought into 
union with God, without Christ. And when, in some miti- 
gated sense, we may be said to have arrived at the end of 
the way by being brought home to the divine fold and rein- 
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Stated in the divine image, it would be sad indeed if we 
should forget the waj itself, as Christ is sometimes called. 
At every period of onr progress, however advanced it may 
be, onr life is derived from Grod through him and for him. 
The most advanced souls are those whioh are most possessed 
with the thoughts and the presence of Christ They often 
find themselves placed in the same states and dispositions 
in which they suppose him to have been. They often see 
nothing but Christ in themselves. They speak with hioa 
every hour, as the bride with her bridegroom. He becomes 
something so intimate in their hearts, that they look on him 
less as a foreign and external object) than as the intei^al 
principle of their life. 

Any other view would be extremely pernicious^ It would 
be to snatch from the faithful eternal life, which consists in 
knowing the only true Gk>d and Jesus Christ his Son, whom 
he hath sent 

AKTICLE TWENTT-NINTH. 

It would be wrong to suppose, that the way of holiness is 
a miraculous way. It is wonderful, but it is not miraculous. 
Those who are in rt, walk by simple faith alone. And per- 
haps there is nothing more remarkable or wonderful in it," 
than that a result so great as that of the purification of the 
heart, should be produced by a principle so simple. 

When persons have arrived at the state of divine union, 
so that, in accordance with the prayer of the Saviour, they 
are made one with Christ in God, they no longer seem to 
put forth distinct inward acts, but their state appears to be 
characterized by a deep and divine repose. And hence it 
is, that some religious writers — for instance, St Francis of 
Assissium in his great religious song, the Flame of Love — 
have made the remark, that souls in this state are no longer 
able to perform distinct acts. Gregory Lopez has also in- 
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fonned ns, that, after he had arrived at a certain point in 
his religious experience, the state of his mind, in its religions 
nature, became' fixed and one ;.80 that its whole subsequent 
history seemed to be but one act. 

The continuous act, of which these pious persons speak, is 
the act of faith ; f^ith which brings them into moral and reli- 
gious union with die. divine nature; faith which, through the 
plenitude of divine grace, is kept firm, unbroken. 

.The continuous .act of faith, which seems to be but one 
act continued perhaps through many years, is probably con- 
stituted of many sucoe^ssive acts; but these. successive acts, 
constantly following each other without the interruptions of 
unbelief, apad^possesfling an uniform character in their degree 
of strength as well as in . their nature, exhibit in this way a 
likeness to each other ;. and thus many successive acts are 
assimilated into the appearance of one. They have not only 
the appearance of one, but the effect of one. 

The appearance of absolute continuity and unity in this 
blessed state is increased perhaps by the entire^ freedom of 
the mind from all eager, anxious, unquiet acts. The soul is 
not only at unity with itself in the^respects which have been 
mentioned, but it has also a unity of rest. 

This state of continuous faith- and of consequent repose in 
God is sometimes denominated the pcusive state ; 'an epithet 
which has an appropriate meaning, although it is liable to be 
misunderstood. The soul, at such times, is passive in this 
sense, that it ceases to originate acts which precede the' 
grace of God. ; The. decisions of her consecrated judgment, 
guided as they are by a; higher power, are the voice of the 
Holy Ghost in the soul. But to the decisions and import of 
this voice, if she first listens passively, it is subsequently her 
business to yield, an active and effective cooperation in the 
line of duty which they indicate. The more pliant and 
supple the soul is to the^divine suggestions, the more real 
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and effieacMOi is h^r own action, thoagh without any excited 
and troubled moTement The more a soul receives from 
God, the more she oog^ to restore to him of what she hath 
from him. This ebbing and flowing, if one may so express 
it, this oommnnication on the part of God and the correspon- 
dent action on the part of man, constitute the order of grace 
on the <me hand, and the actiim and fidditj of the areature 
on the other. 

A single remark may be added. It is sometimes the case, 
that, in the state of transition from mixed love to pur& love, 
the soul is piovidentlalljr left inert, and almost incapable of 
doing anj thing, in order to wean it from the remains of un- 
belief and selfislmess, existing in the shape of inordinate 
attachment to its own activity. Thk is a peculiar case, dif- 
ferent ffom any oihers whidi have bemi mentioned. 

ABTICIiB THIBTIBTH. 

It would be a mistake to suppose, that the highest state 
of inward experienee is characterized by great excitements, 
by raptures and ecstacies, or by any movements of feeling 
which would be regarded as particularly extraordinary. We 
repeat, that the way of holiness is the way of simple faith. 

One of the remarkable results in a soul of which faith is 
the sole governing principle, is, that it is entirely peaceful 
Nothing disturbs it. And being tlras peaceful, it reflects 
distini^y and clearly the image of Christ ; like the placid 
lake, which shows, in its own clear and beautiful bosom, the 
exact forms of the objects around and above it. Axidther is, 
that having full faith in God and divested of all selfishness 
and resistance in itself, it is perfectly accessible and pliable 
to alt the impressions of grace. ^*A dry and very light 
feather," says Cassian, "is carried away without resistance 
by the least breath of wind. The smallest breath carries it 
with great quickness in all sorts of ways ; whereas if it were 
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wet and heavy^ it would be obstructed by its own weight, • 
and be less apt to be moved and carried about Thus the 
Boul, in the state of pure love, moves with infinite ease under 
the divine impression ; but in the imperfect and mixed statCy 
rendered heavy, if we maj so express it, by its selfishness 
and fears, it resists and grieves the Holy Spirit. 

Nothing but pure love gives this perfect docility, attended 
with perfect peace. 

ARTICLE THIBTT-PIBST. 

It does not follow, that those who possess the graces of a 
truly sanctified heart, are at liberty to reject the ordinary 
methods and rules of perception and judgment They exer- 
cise and value wisdom, while they reject the selfishness of 
wisdom. The rules of holy living would require them every 
moment to make a faithful use of all the natural light of 
reason, as well as the higher and spiritual light of grace, to 
guide them in accordance with the requisitions of the written 
law and of natural duty. , . . " 

A holy soul values and seeks wisdom, but does not seek it 
in an unholy and worldly spirit. ^ Nor, when it is made wise 
by the spirit of wisdom, who dwells in all hearts that are 
wholly devoted to God, does it turn back from the giver to 
the gifl, and rejoice in its wisdom <u its own. Such a soul 
is wise in God without thinking of any wisdom in itself. 

The wisdom of the truly holy soul is a wisdom which esti- 
mates things in the joresent moment. It judges of duty from 
the facts which now are ; including, however, those things 
which have a relation to the present It is an important 
remark, that the present moment necessarily possesses a 
moral extension ; so that, in judging of the present moment, 
we are to include all tbpse things which have a natural and 
near relation to the thing which is actually in hand. It is 
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in this manner tliat the hoi j soul lives in the present, cotn- 
mitting the past to God, and leaving the fature with that 
approaching hoar which shall convert it into the present 
'« Sufficient to the daj is the evil thereof." To-morrow will 
take care dt itself; it will hring at its coming what it cannot 
hring before, its appropriate grace and light When we live 
thus, God will not ful to ^ve us oar daify Iread. 

It is such soals as these that draw upon themselves the 
special protection of Providence, under whose care they live, 
without a &r extended and unquiet forecast, like little chil- 
dren resting in the bosom of their mother. Thej are not 
their own keepers like those who have a high sense of their 
own wisdom, bat permit themselves to be kept, to be in- 
structed and moved, upon every occasion, by the actual grace 
of God. Conscious of their own limited views, and keeping 
in mind the direction of the Saviour, Judge not that ye he 
not judgedy they are slow to pass judgment upon others. 
They are willing to receive Teproof and correction ; and, 
separate from the wfll of God, they have no choice or will 
of their own in any thing. 

These are the children whom Christ permits to come near 
him. They combine the prudence of thie serpent with the 
simplicity of the dove. But they do not appropriate their 
prudence to themselves as their own prudence, any more 
than they appropriate to themselves the beams of the natu- 
ral sun, when they walk in its light 

These are the poor in spirit, whom Christ Jesus hath de- 
clared blessed ; and who are as much taken off from any 
complacency in. what others might call their merits, as all 
Christians ought to be from their temporal possessions. 
They are the *litfle ones," to whom God is well pleased to 
reveal his mysteries, while he hides them from the wise and 
prudent 
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▲BTIGI.E THUtTT-SECONP. 

Those wbo are the efaildreii of God in disdnedon tnm the 
mere jservanto of God, have the Uberijf of ekUdren, These 
timple and childlike souls, sastained by the strong faith ap- 
pFOpriateto children, are no longer troubled with hopes un- 
fUfiUedy and with fears of dfeiqppointment. Under the influ- 
ence of perfect faith, which is the parent of perfect love, they 
are allowed a familiarity- with God, not deicient however in 
reverence, like that of a child with a parent, Hke that of a 
bride with a bridegroom. They have a peace and joy, which 
Are Aill of innocency. Conscious that they do not wish to 
minister inordinately to pleasures either inward or outward, 
they take with simplicity and -without hesitation the r^resh- 
m^its both of mind and body. They do not speak of them- 
selves, except when called to do it in providence, and in 
order, to do good. And such is their simplicity and truth of 
spirit, they speak of thmgs just as they appear to them at 
the moment ; and when the conversation turns upon their 
own works or characters, they express themselves favorably 
or unfavorably, much as they would if they were speaking 
of others. If, however, they have occasion to speak of any 
good of which they have been the instrument, they always 
aeknowledge, with humble joy, that it comes from God alone. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that there is a liberty, which 
might more properly be called Hcense. There are persons 
who maintain, that purity of heart i^nd^rs pure in those 
who are the suligects of this purity, whatever they are 
prompted to do» however irrc^lar it may be in others, and 
however inexcusable. This is a great error. 

[Such persons forget that it does not by any means follow, 
because they have right dispositions to do a thing, that they 
have the proper authority to do it. Angels do whatever 
they are required and permitted to do, in perfect purity and 
love ; but they never daim, on the ground of purity and 
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love, to do any tiling beyond the limit of permission. Every 
holy being has the right disposition to do any tlnng ; but as 
no being short of God himself, can tell the entire relations 
and consequences of actions; the great question still returns. 
Have I a suitable authority, as well as a suitable disfkisi- 
(ion, to do it ? The first thing is to have a right heart ; the 
second is to stand in our place, and to move only when and 
where God commands us.] 

ABTICIiE THIBTT-THIBD. 

It is the doctrine of Augustine, as also of Thomas Aquinas 
after him, that the principle of holy love existing in the 
heart, necessarily includes in itself, or implies the existence, 
of all other Christian virtues. And consequently it will 
assume the form of distinct virtues, on the appropriate occa- 
sions of such virtues. He who loves God with all his heart, 
will not violate the laws of purity, because it would be a 
disregard of the will of Grod, which he loves above all things. 
His love, under such circumstances, becomes the virtue of 
chaUity. He who loves God with all his heart, has too 
much love and reverence for the will of God to murmur or 
repine under, the dispensations of liis providence. His love, 
under such circumstances, becomes the virtue oi patience. 
And thus this, love becomes by turns, on their appropriate 
occasions, all the virtues. As their love is perfect, so the 
virtues which flow out of it, land are modified from it, will 
not be less sa 

It is a maxim in the doctrines of holiness, that the holy 
soul is crucified, to its own virtues, although it possesses 
them in the highest degree. The meaning of this saying is 
this. The holy soul is. so crucified to self in all its forms, 
that it practises the virtues without taking complacency in 
its virtues as its atoni aiid even without thinking how virtu* 
pus it is. St. Francis de Sales remarks, that the holy or 
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unselfish soul does not practise the virtues for the purpose 
of beholding its own beauty in them, but because thej are 
the will of Gk>d. And again lie says, with nearly the same 
import; in his work entitled the Love of God, that ^ we re- 
turn into ourselves and become selJSsh, when we love our 
love, instead of loving the d^ect of our love." And similar 
sentiments are found in the writings of St. Clement 

ARTICLE THIRTT-POUBTH. 

The apostle Paul speaks of Christians as dead, <^Yb 
ARE dead/' he says, << and your life b hid with Christ in 
God." Coloss. iiL 3. These expressions will apply, in their 
full import, only to those Christians who are in the state of 
unselfish or pure love. Such only are dead in the full sense 
of the term, '{'heir death is a death to selfishness, which 
pure love entirely destroys. They are dead to pride and 
jealousy, to self-seeking and envy, to malice, to inordinate 
love of their own reputation, to any thing and every thing 
which constitutes the fallen and vitiated life of nature. 
They have a new life, which is " hid with Christ in God." 

ARTICLE THIRTY-FIFTH. 

Some persons of great piety, both in ancient and modem 
times, in describing the highest religious state, have denomi- 
nated it the state of transformation, - But this, I think, can 
be regarded as only a synonymous expression for the state 

of PURE LOYEi • ' 

In the transformed state of the soul, as in the state of 
PURE LOVE, love is its life. In this principle of love all the 
affections of the soul, of whatever character, have their con- 
stituting or their controlling element. There can be no love 
without an object of love. As the principle of love, there- 
fore, allies the soul with another, so from that other which is 
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God, all its power of moyement proceeds. Id itself it rer 
mains without preference for any thing ; and conseqoenfly 
is accessible and pliant to all the tonches and guidances of 
grace, however slight they maj be. It is like .a spherical 
body, placed upon a levd and even surface, which is moved 
with equal ease in any direction. The soul ii)L this state, 
having no preferences of itself, has. but one principle <^ 
movement, namely, that which Gk>d gives it. In this state 
the soul can say with the apostle Paul, ^ lUve ; yet it is not 
I; ha Christ Uveth in meJ* 

It is not surprising, therefore, that persons who have ex- 
perienced this spiritual blessedness, should use the term 
transfarmation^ to express it. The image of God, which 
had been darkened and almost blotted out by sin, is restored 
again, and shines with a new and divine impress. St« Cath- 
arine of Genoa, in speaking of herself, says, in expressions 
that are strong, but which, nevertheless, have a true mean- 
ing, << I find no more of myself; there is no other self in me 
but God." 

This state, exalted as it is, is not absolutely fixed and in- 
variable. 

ARTICLE THIBTT-SIXTH. 

Those souls which have experienced the grace of sanctifi- 
cation in its higher degrees, have not so much need of set 
times and places for worship as others. Such is the puri^ 
and the strength of their love, that it is very easy for them 
to unite with God in acts of inward worship, at all times and 
in all places. They have an interior closet. The soul is 
their temple, and God dwells.in it. . 

This, however, does not exempt them from those outward 
methods and observances, which God has prescribed! The 
law of love requires them to do whatever is in accordance 
with God's wilL And besides, they owe something to others 
as well as themselves ; and a disregard to the ordinances 
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and ministrations t>f the charch x»ol4 not fiul to be iiguriooa 
to those whp are beginners in the religions life. 

ARTICLE THIBTT-SEYENTH. 

The practice of canfessian is not inconsistent with the 
state of pure love. The trulj renovated soul can still say. 
Forgive us our trespasses. If it does not sin now, deliber- 
ately and knowingljy still its former state of sin can never 
be forgotten. [In the highest state of inward experience^ 
it would not be proper for any one to assert with absih 
hae certaintjfy that he is free from all deviation from God 
whatever. Oar limited and imperfect knowledge does not 
admit of this. Still it must be admitted, I suppose, thai 
confession is more suitable to some states of inward ezperi* 
ence than others ; and that those who. are entirely devoted 
to God, have less to confess than some others.] 

ARTICLE THIRTY-EIGHTH. 

In the transformed state or state of pure love, there should 
be not only the confession of sins, properly so called, bui 
also the.confesslon of those more venial transgressions, which 
are termed /auks ; [such as imperfections (^ manner, errors 
of judgment, an unintentional wrong word, and the like, 
which invplve in their results more or less of eviL All such 
things, it is obvious, have a connection with our fallen state ; 
and in consequence of this connection, if there were no other 
reason, would render it proper to look to the cross of Christ, 
and to pray for forgiveness.] We should sincerely disap- 
prove sudi faults in our confession ; should condemn them 
and desire, their rei^ssion ;. and not merely with a view to 
our own cleansing and deliverance, but also because God 
wills it, and because he would have us to do it for his glory, 
« The holy soul," says St. Francis de Sales, " does not wash 
herself from her faults merely for the sake of being pure, but 
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because she knows, that parity and beautj are the delight 
of her spouse." 

Souls in the state of pure loye, have only to look, believe, 
and be forgiven. If the faults of those in the imperfect or 
mixed state are blotted out in an instant hj the simple re- 
citing of the Lord's prayer, as St Augustine assures us, we 
cannot well suppose that the atoning blood will be applied 
less quickly to those who are in a higher state of faith and 
love. And having thus, in the exercise of faith, had their 
£stults and sins blotted out, as it were, in a moment, they 
should leave them, and pass on. [This statement implies, 
what has been intimated in other places, that the highest 
religious state is not an invariable one ; but that souls, which 
may well be characterized as holy, may yet fall into sin. J 

ABTICLB THIRTT-KINTH. 

It is sometimes the case, that persons misjudge of the 
holiness of individuals, by estimating it from the incidents of 
the outward appearance. Holiness is consistent with the 
existence, in the same person, of various infirmities ; [such 
as an unprepossessing form, physical weakness, a debilitated 
judgment, an imperfect mode of expression, defective man- 
ners, a want of knowledge and the Uke.] " These," as Pope 
St Gregory says, " are a counterpoise to the great inward 
grace which is given them ; the thorns of the flesh, of which 
the apostle speaks.'' 

These infirmities, which it is obvious may sometimes ex- 
ist with great grace in the heart, serve to depress the holy 
soul in its own eyes, and to keep it humble. They serve 
also to throw a veil, as it were, over the greatness of the 
grace which God has imparted to such ah one, in order, for 
wise purposes in Grod's providence, to try the faith of be- 
holders, and also to try and strengthen the faith of the person 
himself. 



OF MADAUE ODYON. 249 

ARTICLE FOBTISTB. 

The transformed or holy soul may be said to be united 
with God without any thing intervening or producing a 
separation in three particuhirs. 

First It is thus united inteUectua^ ; -^ that is tosaj, 
not hj any idea which is based upon the senses, and which 
of course could ^ve only a material image of God, but by 
an idea which is internal and spiritual in its origin, and 
which makes God known to us as a being without form. 

Second. The soul is thus united to Grod, if we may so 
express it, affecHonaUy, That is to say, when its affections 
are given to Gk)d, not indirectly through the medium of a self- 
interested motive, but are given to him simply because he is 
what he is. That is to say, the soul is united to God in 
love without any thing intervening, when it loves him for 
his own sake. 

Third. The soul is thus united to Gt)d practically ; — 
and this is the case when it does the will of God, not by 
simply following a prescribed form, and in accordance with 
forms, but from the constantly operative impulse of holy love. 

I ARTICLE FORTY-FIRST. 

We find in some devout writers on inward experience, the 
phrase spiritual nuptials. Xb is a favorite method with 
some of these writers, to irepresent the union of the soul with 
Gk>d by the figure of the hride and the hride^oom* Similar 
expressions are found in the Scriptures. 

We are not to suppose that such expressions mean any 
thing more, in reality, than that intimate union which exists 
between Grod and the 'soul, when the soul is in the 'state of 
piirei love. Such' love always carries with it the will as well 
as the heart ; so that it is a love which is complete. God 
and the soul, in' the nearness of that moral union which origi- 
nates in- pore love, cohstitnte but one and the same spirit; 
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as the bride and bridegroom in mafriage are made bat 
one. 

▲BTICLS FOBTT'SSCOND. 

We find again in other devont writers other fonns of ex- 
pressbn, which it is proper to notice. The anion between 
God and the soul is sometimes described by them as an 
** esgential'* union, and sometimes as a ^< substantial " union, 
as if there frere an onion of essence, substance, or being, 
in the literal or physical sense. This is not the mean- 
ing of these writers. They mean to express nothing more 
than the fact of the union o( pure love, with the addi- 
tional idea that the union is essential and substantial, in the 
sense of being firm and established; not subject to those 
breaks and inequalities, to that want of continuity and uni- 
formity of love, which characterise inferior degreea of expe- 
rience. 

ARTICLS rOBTT-THIKD. 

It is ihe transformed or holy soal of which St. Faill may 
be understood especially to speak, where he says, '^As many 
as are led by the Spirit of Crod^ they are the sons of OodJ* 
Bom. viii. 14. The holy soul is ^ soul that is led of the 
Spirit of Grod ; because, being in the way of pure faith^ it 
believes, and is therefore docile. When its faith is not sim- 
ple and entire, the sonl is natnrally restless and rebellious; 
and consequently is not in a situation* to be guided or led* by 
any thing put of itself. . 

Those who are in the state of simple faith, which can 
always be said of those who ar^ m the state of pure love, 
are the ^< little ones " of the Scriptures, of whom we are told 
that Gk»d teaches them. ^1 thimk thee/' says the Saviour, 
^ O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes." Luke x. 21. Such souls, taught as they 
are by the Spirit of <3od which dwelletii in them> possess a 
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knowledge whicb Uie wisdom of tiie world ooold never im- 
parL But Bttch knowledge never renders them otherwise 
than respectful to religioiis teachers, docile to the instruc- 
tions of the churchy and ootnformable in all things to the pre- 
oepts of the Sciiptares* 

ABTICLB FOBTT-FOUBTH. 

The doctrine of pure love, involving as it dpes the entire 
transformation of our nature and the state of divine union, 
ha»^ been known and recognized as a true doctrine among 
the trulj contemplative and devout in all ages of the church* 
The doctrine, however, has been so far above the common 
experience, that the pastors and saints of all ages have ex- 
ercised a degree of discretion and care in making it known, 
except to those to whom God had already given both the 
attraction and light to receive it Acting on the principle 
of giving milk to infants and strong meat to those that were 
more advanced, they addressed in the great body of Chris- 
tians the motives qf fear and of hope, founded on the consid- 
eration of happiness or of misery. It seemed to them, that 
the motive of God's glory, in itself considered, a motive 
which requires us to love God for himsdf alone without a 
distinct regard and reference to our own happiness, could be 
profitably addressed, as a general rule, only to those who are 
somewhat advanced in inwaxd experience. 

ABTICLE FOBTT-FIFTH. 

Among the various forms of expressigB, indicative of the 

highest experience, we sometimes find that of '< divine union," 

or the synonymous expiessioii, ^ onion with God." The ex- 

. pressions are proper, because they indicate 9uch experience 

as existing in particular relations. 

Union with God, which is not a physical but moral or re- 
ligious union, necessarily exists in souk that are in the state 
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of pare bve. In other words, the state of <' divine union" 
is not a higher state than that of pure love ; bat may rather 
be described as the same state, developing itself in a particu-' 
lar waj or in a particular relation. 

To this state, whether we call it ^transformation," or 
" pure love," or the " divine union," or by whatever other 
name, it is the duty of all Christians to make efforts to arrive. 
This is that blessed state, which refers all to God, and leaves 
nothing to the creature. 

Strive after it ; but do not too readily or easily believe 
that you have attained to it. The traveller, after many 
fatigues and dangers, arrives at the top of a mountain. As 
he looks abroad from that high eminence, and in that dear 
atmosphere, he sees his native city ; and it seems to him to 
be very near. Overjoyed at the sight, and perhaps deceived 
by his position, he proclaims himself as already, at the end 
of his journey. Bat he soon finds, that the distance was 
greater than he supposed. He is obliged to descend into 
valleys, and to climb over hills, and to surmount rugged 
rocks, and to wind his tired. steps over many a mile of wieary 
way, before he reaches that home and city, which he once 
thought so near. ^: > 

It is thus in relation to the sanctification of the heart A 
soul free from selfishness, trae holiness of heart, is the object 
at which the Christian aims. He beholds it. before him, as 
an object of transcendent beauty, and as perhaps near at 
hand. But, as he advances towards it^ he finds the way 
longer and more difficult. than he had imagined. Bat if. on 
the one hand we should be careful not to mistake an inter* 
mediate stopping place for the end of the way, we should be 
equally careful on the other not to be discouraged by the 
difficulties we meet with ; remembering that the obligation to 
be holy is always binding: upon 'us, and that Gk>d will help 
those who put their trust in him. . 
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<' Whatsoeyer is bom of God, avereometh the vfwld; and 
this is the Yictory that overoometh the world, even oub 
paith/* 2d John v. 4. 



Such is the substance, in an abridged form, of the cele- 
brated work of Fenelon, entitled, The Maxims of the Sainte 
on the Inwcerd Life, It might have been entitled, perhaps 
with equal or greater precision, Maxims or Principles on the 
Subject of present SanctiJicaHon, In giving the preceding 
view of it, in the form rather of a paraphrase than of a 
literal translation, I have omitted a^ number of passages 
which were exclusively Catholic in their aspect, as being of 
less interest and value to the Protestant reader than other 
parts. Keeping in mind the character of those who will be 
likely to read this work, I have adopted also, in rendering 
particular terms. and phrases, those modes of expression,- 
corresponding in idefa with the original, but not precisely in 
form, which arie commonly employed by Protestant writers 
on the higher inward experience. So that the reader will 
find exhibited, in the foregoing abstract, the substance of the 
work in the Protestant aspect ; r— in the hope, independently 
of its controversial relations, that it will furnish food for 
reflection, and give encouragement to reli^ous effort. It 
was first published in January, 1697. ; 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1697. Reference to the appointment ofFendon as archbishop of 
Cambray, Importance attached to his opinwm and influence. 
Opinions of some distinguished men on the Mcaims of the Saints, 
Decided course of BossueU Feelings of Louis Fourteenth towards 
Fenelon, Characters ofBossuet and Fenelon as compared wiik 
each other. The true question in controversy between them. 
Notices of some of the more important puidications ofBossuet 
Remarks on the work entitled A History of Quietisnu Qorrcr 
spondence with the Ahbd de Ranch 

In the contest wliich was arising in other quarters, Ma- 
dame Guyon, who was still a prisoner in the castle of Vin- 
cennes, was comparatively forgotten. The publication of 
the Maxims of the Saints, which showed how effectual her 
labors had been before they were terminated by her impris- 
onment, at once turned all thoughts and eyes to Fenelon. 

The theological and controversial position of Fenelon had 
become the more important, and attracted the more atten- 
tion, in consequence of his eminent ecclesiastical rank. Such 
had been his success as a missionary in Poitou, so conscien- 
tious and faithful had been his labors as preceptor of the 
Duke of Burgundy and of the other grandchildren of the 
king, that he had been appointed, a little more than a year 
previous to this time, archbishop of Cambray ; with the un- 
derstanding, so important were his services considered, that 
he should continue to speAd at least three months of the 
year at Versailles, in the instruction of the young princes. 
It is easy to see how much &e interest in his opiaioDB and 
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mOTements must hare been increased under each cireom- 
fttances. 

2. Fenelpn liad not used the name of Madame Gajon ; 
but hia work so dearlj recognized the doctrine of Pare 
Love, which is onlj another denomination, as it seems to me, 
for the doctrine of Perfect Love, and pointed out so fuUj 
some of its leading principles, that he was n^rallj regarded 
as her expounder and defender. The doctrines dbie advoca- 
ted had giv^i great offence ; and the public feeling, height- 
ened by the instrumentality of prominent ecclesiastics, could 
not foe satisfied with permitting her to remain at large. If 
the views of Madame Gujon were heretical and her personal 
efiorts. dangoxms, the heresy was not diminished, and the 
danger was not less, under the present auspices. Was it 
right and manly on ^the part of the principal agents in these 
transactions, that Madame Guyon should be condemned, and 
that the archbishop of Cambray, who had added the authcnr- 
ity of his great learning and influence to her opinions, should 
be approved ? — that one should, be imprisoned, and that the 
other ^should escape without notice ? These were questions 
which naturally arose at the present time.' 

3* The position of Fenelon, which, previously to the pub- 
lication of the Maxims of the Saints, might have been doubt- 
ful in the view of some, was no longer a matter of. uncer- 
tainty. On the great question which he had the sagacity to 
foresee must sooner or later occupy the thoughts and feel- 
ings of the Christian world, the question of the fact and of 
the mode of present sanctification, he had spoken in a man- 
ner too clear to be mistaken. And those who understood 
his character knew that he was too conscientious either to 
abandon his position, or to be unfaithful in defending it, 
without a change in his convictions. Naturally mild and 
forbearing in his dispositions, hje was inflexible in his prin- 
ciples. Incapable of being influenced by flatteries on the 
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one hand, or by threats on the other, he asserted only what 
he believed ; and he felt himself morally bound to defend 
the ground he had taken, although he had no disposition to 
do it otherwise than in the spirit of humility and candor. It 
became necessary, therefore, on the part of his opponents, 
either to concede that he was right, or to show that he was 
wrong ; either to admit that the alleged heresy was not a 
heresy, or to include a name so distinguished in the category 
of those who had deviated from the strictness of the Catholic 
faith. 

4. Some of the leading men in France, De Noailles, 
Pirot a theologian of great emiiience, Tronson the Superior 
of the seminary of St. Sulpitius, and some others, gave an 
early attention to the book of Fenelon, and examined it with 
care. The spirit of piety which pervaded it was so pleasing 
to some of them that they seemed unwilling to Condemn it 
Monsieur de Noailles in particular, recently archbishop of 
Paris and now a cardinal, and Gbdet-Marais, bishop of 
Chartres, men whose opinions could not fail to have great 
weight, saw so much of truth and merit in the work, th^t 
they were disposed to let it pass in silence. But it was not 
so with Bossuet, whose feelings seem to have become some- 
what exasperated towards the new sect. 

**Take your own measures," said Bossuet in answer to 
these distinguished men. " I will ^aiscimy voice to the 
heavens against those errors so welt known to you. I will 
complain to Rome, to the whole earth. ' It shall not be said 
that the cause of God is weakly betrayed. Though I should 
stand single fn it, 1 will advocate it." 

5. The courage of Bossuet had a support which was 
better known to himself than to others. He knew that, in 
attacking the doctrines of Fenelon, he should be" found a 
defender of the opinions of the throne. It would be unjust 
to the memory of so distinguished a man to intimate, that he 
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was not sincere in the course which he took. But I think it 
not inconsistent with charitj to say, that he probablj would 
have been less precipitate iii his measures and less violent 
in his denunciations, if he had not known the opinions and 
the strong feelings of the king. 

6. If Louis the Fou]N;eenth had no love for Madame 
Gujon, he had as littk, and perhaps less, for Fenebn. Their 
minds were differently constituted. There was no common 
bond of sympathy. It is true, that in obedience to public 
sentiment, and in accordance undoubtedly with his own^ con- 
victions of duty, he had nominated Fenelon to the archbish- 
opric of Cambray ; but his want of personal interest in him 
was so distinctly marked as to be noticed and . mentioned 
both by the Duke of St Simon and the Chancellor d' Agues- 
seau. There was something peculiarly commanding in the 
personal appearance of Fenelon. His mind, possessing that 
mond simplicity and strength which he inculcated in h^ 
writings, left its impress of calm and dignified serenity in his 
countenance, and gave a character to his manners. Vice 
withdrew from him ; and hypocrisy stood abashed in his 
presence. It is perhaps in allusion to this that these writers 
make the observation, that Fenelon, while he possessed a 
^%at superiority of genius, exhibited also. an elevation of 
moral and personal character, of whieh, the king of France 
stood in awe; so that, whUe Louis could appreciate the 
merits of Fenelon in general, and had raised him to one of 
the highest places in the French church, he had no personal 
attachment to him. 

7. Bossue^' aroused once more to a sense of hia position 
as the guardian of the church, and anxious to defend its 
orthodoxy against the alleged, heresy of Christian Perfec- 
tiop, which was insinuating itself in the. community under the 
name of ptjbb lots, and strong also in the favor and en- 
couragements of the king, no longer, omcealed his intentions. 

VOL. II. 22 * 
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Feiielon, on tbe Other httid, althot^ ke fiDoresaw wlurt it woold 
eoit him, was eqiuJfy readj to defend a doctrine which ha 
not onlj betiered to be in aooordanoe with the Scriptoresybat 
to be sanctioned by the opkuona of many authorized writers. 
The distinguished character of the combatants gave increased 
interest to the contraversy. Men looked on with a sort 
of awe, as thej beheld this oooffict of the two great minds 
of France. '^ Then," says the ChanoellcMr d* Agaesseau, .^ were 
seen to enter the lists two combatants, rather equal than alike ; 
one of them ef eonsommate skill, covered with the laurels 
he had gained in his oombats for the church, an indefatigable 
warrior. His age and- repeated victories might have dis- 
pensed him from further service ; but his mind^ still vigorous 
and superior to the weight of years, preserved, in his old 
age, a^reat portion of the fire of hjbs early d^js. The other, 
in the strength and manhood of earlier life, was not as. yet 
much known by his writings ; but, enjoying the highest repu-» 
tation for his eloquence and the lofUness of his genius^ he 
had long been familiar with the subject that came under 
. discussion. A perfect master of its facts and language, there 
was nothing in it which he did not comprehend ; nothing in 
it which he could not explain ; and every, thing he explained 
appeared plausible.'' 

8. "Bossnet had the experience o£ ag^ ; Fenelon had th^ 
energy of manhood The one was great in the reputation 
he enjoyed ; the other, in the hopes he insfured Bossuet 
had the greater powers of argument ; Fenelon posses^d the 
richer imagination. Both were masters of style, but in dif- 
ferent ways : the one spoke and wrote with the confidence, 
and something of the dogmatism, of a teacher ; the other,, ii^ 
gentler acoedts, seems to converse with us as a friend* 

They were difierent in their dispositions, as well as in 
their intellectual structure. Bossuet was naturally a man 
of strong passions, which had been stfengthened probably by 
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the coatroYenies in which he had been engaged, and by that 
ascendency over ether minds, which it had become the habit 
to concede to him. Fenelon was naturally mild and amia* 
ble, without the weakness which often attaches to amiable 
di^yositions;— *and this interesting trait had been strength<- 
ened by the {Hrinciples he had inculcated, and by his personal 
piety. Both were eminently eloqaent in the polpit, as well 
as in their writings ; but the peculiarities of their eloquence 
partook of the peeuliarities of their characters. The one 
was argumentatire and vehement ; stronger in the thunders 
of the law than in .the invitations of* the gospel ; 'carrying 
the intellects and hearts of his hearers, as if by a mighty 
force. The other, rejecting i>n principle those arts of author- 
ity and of intellectual compul^on, which he felt, he had the- 
power to apply, won all hearts by the. sweet accents of love. 

in the long list of great names of EagUsh theology 
and litemtiire, we do not recollect any individuals, who^ 
standing alone, fully represent these dist]nguished.men. It 
might aid, fadwever, our conceptions of theoi to some extent, 
a we should add, in connection with this remark, that Bos- 
suet can hardly fail to remind one of the expansive and phi- 
ksophic mind of Buike^ combined with, the heavy strength 
and dictatorial manner of Johnson. Fendon had a large 
share of the hizuriant imagination of Jeremy Taylor, chas- 
tened by the refined taste and classic ease of Addison. 

I suppose we may be allowed to say, that both were Chris- 
tians ; but one, allied in this respept to the great majority of 
believers, stopped in the seventh chapter of Romans, pr9-. 
claiming with great sincerity, ^'When I do good, evU %$ 
presemi with m$" Tb» eth^, advancing a step further, 
believed, with the dedarations of the eighth chapter of the 
same inspired epistle, that there ^ is -now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, hui after the Spirit,'* 
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9. This was in reality the great qnestibn between them« 
Can a man be holy in this life or not? Can^ he love God 
with all his heart or not? Can he ^ walk in the Spirit ;." or 
mast he be more or less immersed in the flesh? This great 
question, which involves in its solation the interests and 
prospects of the charoh m all time to come, is not a new 
one. Fenelon very correctly said on a certain occasion, 
when he was charged by Bossnet with introducing a new 
spirituality, ^ It is not a nevspiritoJality which I defend, but 
the oldJ^ There probably has not been any period in the 
history of the church, in which the doctrine of. present sanc- 
tification has not been agitated ; — ^-not ift period, in which, 
while the great mass of Christians have complained of the 
** body of sin *' which they have carried about with them, 
there have not been some, (probably more than is generally 
supposed,) who have been deeply conscious of the constant 
presence and indwellings of the Holy G&ost, and of their 
entire union with Gknt. 

10. At one time the views and feelings of Bossuet and 
Fenelon on this subject approximated eadi other. To a 
considerable portion- of the work of Bossuet, entitled, histnw' 
tions on 'Prayety Fenelon would have cheer&lly assented^ 
It is well known also, that, in repeated instances, Bossuet 
spoke favorably of the doctrines of Madame Guyon, with 
the exception of a few peculiarides of expression. It is 
certainly an easy thing for a Catholic, who has the requisite 
information, to make out a strong historical argument in 
favor of the doctrine (^ present sanctification as a doctrine 
of his own church, known under the name, and realized Jn 
the form, of pithe lots. But new influences had arisen ; 
strongly marked parties had made their appearance ; new 
causes of distrust and' alienation had presented themselves ; 
and what at first seemed a harmless exaggc^tion of the 
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authorized doctrines of the churdi, at last assumed the form 
of an odious heresy, 

11. It is not our intention, because it is not in our power 
in the limits which are prescribed to us, to give an analysis 
of the numerous publications which originated in this oon- 
troversj. Thej occupj more than two quairto volumes of 
the writings of these distinguished men. 

The advocates of Fenelon and of Madame Gujon main- 
tained, that the doctrines found in their writings were sup- 
ported by a continuous succession of testimonies from the 
time of the apostles down to that period. We have already 
seen, that Madame Guyon herself, on the occasion of her 
examination before the tjiree commissioners appointed by 
the kiuj^, had attempted to show this, in the manuscript 
work which was afterwards published under the name of 
JusHficaiione, Another able work, anonymously published 
at this time, appeared with this object 

In answer to these views, Bossuet published his work, 
endued. The Traditionary History of the New Mystics.* 
This treatise, fidling Bh(»i; of the import of its title, does not 
enter into the subject in its full extent ; being occupied 
chiefly with an examination of the opinions of Clement of 
Alexandria, and of passages which are found in the works that 
are circulated under the name of Dionysius the Areopagite. 
It is an interesting specinien. of theological and literary 
criticism, conducted with great ingenuity, but. with doubtful 
success. It would be difficult to show, that Dionysius at 
least did not go as far on the subject of inward experience 
as any writers of the i^ew sect. 

12. Another work from the same pen soon appeared, 
entitled, A Memoir of the Bishop, of Meaux, addressed to 
the archbishop of Cambray, on the Maxims of the Saints. 

^ TVadUion det Ncumaux J^fgHquea, •' 
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Fire difltinet papers or articles appeared, at different timesy 
under this title. The first is dated July 15th, 1697^ 

The doctrine of Fenelon may be reduced to three leading 
propositions. First, The provisions of the gospel are such, 
that men maj gain the entire victoiy over theur sinful pro- 
pensities, and may live in constant and accepted communion 
with God. Second, Persons are in this state, when they 
love God with all their heart ; in other words,^ with pure or 
unselfish love. Third, There have been instances of Chris- 
tians, though probably few m nmnber, who, so far as can 
be decided by man's imperfect judgment, havQ reached this 
state ; and it is the doty of aU, encouraged by the ample 
provision which is made, to strive to attain to it. 

It is obvious, I think, that Bossoet felt considerable re* 
Inctance in attacking this doctrine in its general form. He 
felt much safer in directing his objections ugainst the devel- 
opment of it in parttouhrs> Accordingly, in die third see^ 
tion of the first Memoir, he selects forty^eight propositions, 
or more truly and properly forty-eight sentences and parts 
of sentences, to which he makes objections more or less 
specific and important. Some of these objections are strong- 
ly put undoubtedly; — others appear to-be founded uptm a 
misconception of the meaning of Fenelon; — and others^ 
again, are illustrations of those mere verbal criticisms, to 
which almost etery literary and theological performance is 
exposed in consequence of the imperfection of language. 

Id. Another work of Bossuet, writtan with the same 
general object, is entitled; An Amwer to four LeUen of ^e 
Archbishop of Camhray, Fenelon had written the letters 
to which he refers, in answer to the memoir of the bishop 
of Meaux, of which wo have just rSpoken. The letters 
of Fenelon and the answer of Bossuet may well jcompare 
with each other in power of argument, and in evidences of 
learning. They a>e not written, however, in the same spirit. 
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Tbe woik of Fenelon is charactedzed by forbearance and 
kindness. It is evident that be endeavored to carrj into 
the opntiOTersy the principles of his belief and heart The 
work of Bossuet gives painfal evidence, that his increased 
interest in the diseassioii had begun to be embittered bj 
feelings of impatience and of personal alienation. 

14. TheDe is another important work of Bossuet, entitled, 
A Smmmary of the Xhttrine of the Archbhhop of Owmbtai^^ 
written both in French and Latin. To this work Fenelon 
made a teplj which attracted much attention. Bossuet, in 
allusion to. this replj, made the following remark in one of 
his subsequent publications : *— HU frundi $aiy everywhere^ 
thai hU rephf u a triwkphcaiU work ; and that he has great 
advantages in %t <werfne» We ehaU see hereafter whether 
iiusor 

On this remark, whidi seemed to indicate a degree of 
asperity of feeling, Fenelon commented afterwards, in a 
letter which he addressed to Bossnet, in the following terms : 
— « liaj Heaven forbid, that I should strive for victory over 
any pereon ; least of all, over you 1 It is not manti victory, 
but God's glory, winch I seek ; and happy, thrice happy, shall 
I be, if that object is secured, though it should be attended 
with my confusion and with your triumph. There is no 
occasion, theref(n«, to say, We shall see who wiU have 'the 
advantage. I am ready now, without waiting for future de- 
velopments, to acknowledge that you are my superior in 
•cienee, in genius, in levery. thing which usually commands 
attention. And in respect to the controversy between us, 
there is nothing which I wish more than to be vanquished 
^y jouj if the positions which I take are wrong. Two things 
only do I desire, — tbuth and peaoe ; — ^ truth which may 
enlighten, and /tfode which may unite us." * 

* Cinqai^me JLettre en reponse k Divers Ecrits snr le liTre intitoM 
ISzplication dcit Maximes des Saints. 
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' 15. Among the other publications from ihe pen g( Bos- 
suet, which appeared in this remarkable controyersj, were 
the two learned treatises in Latin, entitled, My^id in Tuto^ 
and Sch/ola in 2Wo. The object of the treatise last men- 
tioned is to show, that the sdioolmen, as they are called, (a 
term which indicates, as it is employed by Bossuet, those 
learned men in the Catholic church who haTe written chiefly 
upon its specdative doctrines,) did not recognize and teach 
the doctrine of pube love ; at least not in the sense in 
which Fenelon understood it. In this opinion, I think it 
may be conceded that Bossuet is generally correct If, 
among the numerous class of writers that come under that 
denomination, there are a few who propound and defend the 
doctrine of pure love, the number is certainly small. 

The object of the other work is to show, that the class of 
writers denominated the Mystics also, who are experimental 
rather thaii. speculative and critical, are either equally ignor* 
ant of it or are equally opposed to it . Some of these writers 
are such imperfect masters of the art of literary composition, 
they express themselves with so Mttle of rhetorical precision^ 
that it would be an easy thing for an ingenious man, who 
paid more attention to the word than to the thought, to 
perplex them by the aid of their own declarations, and to 
place them even in opposition to themselves, out of their 
own writings. But, as a general statement, nothing can be 
more clear than that these writers agree in this doctrine. It 
is their favorite doctrine. They abound; in expressions and 
passages, so strong, so remarkable, that we cannot help the 
conviction, that their hearts, as well as their heads, speak. 
They taught perfect love, because it seemed to some of them 
at least, that they had it 

16. But we will not undertake to go through with: this 
enumeration. Take it all in all, the subject of discussion, 
the men who were engaged in it, its multiplied relations, the 
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historical, theological, and literarj ability displayed in it, it 
was a controverdy perhaps not exceeded in interest by any of 
-which we have record. Fenelon was not idle. He showed 
himself at home on every contested proposition ; and not more 
a master of language, than he was of every form of legitimate 
argument. 

Bossuet, surprised at the strength and skill of his antago- 
nist, and exposed to defeat after fifty years of victoiy, made 
a renewed and still more vigorous efibrt He denominated 
this new work, which id as much narrative in its character 
as argumentative, the History of Quietism. Of this work, 
Butler, in his Life of Fenelon,* speaks in the following 
terms : • — ''In composing it, Bossuet availed himself of some 
6(9cret and confidenti^ writings which he had received from 
Madame Guyon, also of private letters written to him by 
Fenelon, during their early intimacy, and of a letter which, 
nnder the seal of friendship, Fenelon had written to Madame 
de Maintenon, and which, in this trying hour, she unfeeling- 
ly communicated to Bossuet. The substance of these differ- 
ent pieces, Bossuet connected together with great art, — he 
interwove in them the mention of many curious facts, gave 
an entertaining account of Madame Gqyon's visions and 
pretensions to inspiration, [visions and pretensions which, on 
a fair and candid interpretation of her Life, are satisfactorily 
explained,] and related many interesting anecdotes of the 
conduct of Louis tlie Fourteenth and of Madame de Main- 
tenon daring 'the controversy. And this was not all. He 
so dignified his narrative from timie to time with bursts of 
lofly and truly episcopal eloquence ; — he deplored so feel- 
ingly the errors of Fenelon ; — he presented his own conduct 
daring their disputes in so favorable a view, and put the 

♦ Life of Feiieloii, archbishop of Camtray, by Charles Butler, Esq., 
phap. xi. 

VOL. TI. 23 
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wbole together with Buch exquisite skill, and expressed it 
with so much elegance and even brilliancj of language, as 
excited universal admiration, and attracted universal favor 
to its author. In one part of it he assumed a style of mys- 
tery, and announced, ^ that the time was come, when it was 
the Almighty's will, that the secrets of the union [that is to 
say, of the undue intimacy between La Combe, Fenelon, 
and Madame Guyon] should be revealed.' A terrible reve- 
lation was then expected ; it seemed to appal every heart ; 
it seemed that the existence of virtue itself would become 
problematical, if it should be proved that Fenelon was not 
virtuous." 

17. This performance of Bossuet, which in its literary 
features deserves all the encomium which Butler has passed 
upon it, could not fail to excite universal attention. There 
is a letter of JMbdame de Maintenon extant, which shows 
the eagerness with which it was read. '^ They talk here [at 
Versailles] of nothing else ; they lend it ; they snatch it 
from one another ; they devour it*' There was a natural 
desire on the part of men of taste, to read any thing that 
came from the hand of Bossuet. But under the existing 
circumstances, religious zeal, more than any thing else, insti- 
gated the principle of curiosity. When the church was in 
danger, how was it possible to remain indifferent ? There 
were some also, like the Athenian who was tired of hearing 
Aristides called the Just, wearied with what was constantly 
S£dd of the disinterestedness and virtue of Fenelon, who 
seized with avidity upon ev^ry thing that promised to ob> 
scure the lustre of his character. 

18. When this remarkable work appeared, the consterna- 
tion of the friends of Fenelon was very great. Strong in 
the confidence of his own integrity, and never doubting the 
care of an overruling providence, Fenelon, who wished to 
retain a Christian spirit in the bitterness of controversy, had 
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at first DO intention to answer it. But his friends informed 
him, particularly the Ahb^ de Chanterac, on whose opinions 
be had been accustomed to place great reliance, that the im- 
pression which it had made against him was so strong as to 
render a full refutation of it absolutely necessary. On fur- 
t|ier reflection, therefore, he altered his first intention, and 
made up his mind to reply. He wrote the reply, under the 
title of an Answer to the Hietory of Qut^em,* in about six 
weeks. The work of Bossuet appeared in the middle oi 
June; the reply of Fenelon was published on the third 
of August. 

19. If the work of Bossuet was ingenious and eloquent, 
as any thing which appeared from his pen could hardly be 
otherwise, the reply of Fenelon was not less sa << A nobler 
effusion,'* says Butler, " of the indignation of insulted virtue 
and genius, eloquence has never produced. In the very first 
lines of it, Fenelon placed himself above his antagonist, and 
to the last preserves his elevation." ' 

" Notwithstanding my innocence," says Fenelon, " I was 
always apprehensive that the controversy might take the 
shape of a dispute in relation to facts. I well knew, that 
such a dispute between persons who sustained the office of 
bishop, must occasion no small degree of scandal. If, as the 
bishop of Meaux has a hundred times asserted, my work on 
the Maxims of the Saints in retation to the Interior Life, 
considered in its theological and experimental aspects, is full 
of the most extravagant contradictions and the most mon- 
strous errors, why does he introduce other topics, and have 
recourse to other discussions, which must be attended with 
the most terrible of scandals ? Wliy does he, reveal to liber- 
tines what he terms, speaking of myself, a woeful mystery, 
a prodigy of seduction ? Why, when the propriety of cen- 

* JZe/HMue h la RdaHon ntr U QuMnne. 
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soring my- book is the sole question, does he travel out of its 
text, and introduce other matters ? 

20. << The reason of this course is here. The bishop of 
Meaux begins to find it difficult to establish the truth of his 
accusations of my doctrine. In his inability to convict me 
of theological error, he calls to his aid the personal history 
of Madame Guyon, and lays hold of it as he would of some 
amusing romance, which he thought would be likely to make 
all his mistakes of my doctrine disappear and be forgotten. 
And not only this, he attacks me personally. No longer 
satisfied with unfavorable insinuations, he boldly publishes 
on the house-top what he formerly only ventured to whisper. 
And, in doing this, I am obliged to add, that he has recourse 
to a mode of proceeding, which human society condemns not 
only as wrong, but as odious. 

^ The secret of private letters, written in intimate and re- 
ligious confidence, (the most sacred after that of confession,) 
has nothing sacred, nothing inviolable to him. He produces my 
letters to Rome; he prints letters, which I wrote to hiqi in the 
strictest confidence. But all will be useless to him ; — he will 
find, that nothing that is dishonorable ever proves serviceable/* 

21. In some passages of the work of Bossuet the com- 
plaint is made, that improper infioenoes had been used, that 
cabals and factions were in motion in Fenelon's favor. Fen- 
elon replied by asserting, if such were the case, it could not 
be ascribed to himself personally, who was at that time ban- 
ished from the court in a state of exile. '^ The bishop of 
Meaiix," he says, '' complains that cabals and factions are in 
motion ; that passion and interest divide the world. Be it 
so. But what interest can any person have to stir in my 
cause ? I stand single, and am wholly destitute of human 
help ; no one, that has a view to his interest, dares look 
upon me. * Great bodies, great powers,' says the bishop, 
* are in motion.' Bat. where are the great bodies, the great 
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powers that stand up for me ? These are the excuses the 
bishop of Meaux gives, for the world's appearing to be 
divided on his charges against mj doctrine, which at first he 
represented to be so completely abominable as to admit of 
no fair explanation. This division, in the public opinion, on 
a matter which he represented to be so dear, makes him 
feel it advisable to shift the subject of dispute from a ques" 
Hon of doctrine to a personal charge J* 

" If the bishop of Meaux," he adds near the dose of his 
work, ^ has any further writing, any further evidence to pro- 
duce against me, I conjure him not to do it by halves. Such 
a proceeding, which leaves a part untold, is worse than any 
full and open publication. Whatever he has against me, I 
conjure him to announce it, and to forward it instantly to 
Rome. I thank God, that I fear nothing which will be 
communicated and examined judicially. I fear nothing but 
vague report and unexamined allegation." 

He concludes by saying, ^^I cannot here forbear from 
calling to witness the adorable Being whose eye pierces the 
thickest darkness, and before whom we must all appear. 
He reads my heart. He knows that I adhere to no person, 
and to no book \ that I am attached to him alone and to his 
church; that, incessantly, in his holy presence, I beseech 
him, with sighs and tears, to shorten the days of scandal, to 
bring back the shepherds to their flocks, and to restore peace 
to his church; — and, while he once more reunites all hearts 
in love, to bestow on the bishop of Meaux as many blessings 
as the bishop of Meaux has inflicted crosses on me." 

22. " Never did virtue and genius," says Butler, " obtain 
a more complete triumph. Fenelon's reply, by a kind of 
enchantment, restored to him every heart. Crushed by the 
strong arm of power, abandoned by the multitude, there was 
nothing to which he could look but his own powers. Obliged 
to fight for his honor, it was necessary for him, if he did not 

VOL. II. 23 * 
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consent to sink under the accusation, to assume a port still 
more imposing than that of his mightj antagonist. Much 
had heen expected from him ; but none had supposed that he 
would raise himself to so prodigious a height as would not 
only repel the attack of his antagonist, but actually reduce 
him to the defensive." 

23. It is much to the credit of Fenelon, as it seems to 
me, that he seemed entirely willing in this remarkable work, 
that his own high character should stand or fall with that of 
Madame Guyon. The king of France had shown himself 
decidedly hostile to her ; Madame de Maintenon, once her 
warm friend, had either adopted new views or had fallen 
under unpropitious influences; the prominent men of the 
Catholic church were almost all united against her; her 
character, as well as her opinions, had been assailed ; and, 
apparently deserted by every one, she was at the present 
time shut up in prison. Fenelon, who had a mind too pure 
to estimate virtue by the public favor or the want of public 
favor which attended it, was not the person to forsake her at 
this trying time. 

Bossuet attacked her, in a manner not the most ingenuous, 
by secret insinuations, which admitted of the most unfavora- 
ble construction. Fenelon defended her by facts and argu- 
ments. He not only produced the honorable testimonials 
both in respect to her piety and morals, which had been 
given her by Bishop d'Aranthon some time before, but he 
drew a strong argument in her favor from the conduct of 
Bossuet himself,, who had repeatedly examined her in rela* 
tion to her opinions, who had expressed himself in a favor- 
able manner on more than one occasion, who just before her 
imprisonment at Yincennes had administered the sacramental 
element to her with his own hands, and given her an honor- 
able written testimonial 

24. la the second century, in the reign of the Boman 
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emperor Marcus Aurelius, a religious sect sprang up called 
the Montanists. They were so called from Montanus, a 
Phrygian by birth ; probably a man of piety whose specula- 
^ live opinions on religion were vitiated by a mixture of error. 
Certain it is, that his doctrines attracted the attention of the 
churches of that period, and were condemned as hereticaL 
His reputation for piety, however, was so great, that he 
drew after him many followers ; among others, two distin- 
guished Phrygian ladies, Priscilla and Maximilla, whose zeal 
was such that they were willing to become his disciples at 
the great and perhaps criminal expense of leaving their 
families. Priscilla,' in particular, became one of the active 
teachers and leaders of the sect. 

In one of the works, which originated in this controversy, 
Bossuet compared Fenelon and Madame Guyon to Monta- 
nus and his friend and prophetess Priscilla. Fenelon, who 
was not ignorant of the estimation in which Montanus was 
held in the Catholic church, exclaimed against the compari- 
son, as calculated to bring undue odium upon him. Bossuet, 
in justifying what he had said, admitted, that, though Mon- 
tanus and Priscilla were closely connected with each other - 
in their religious views and efforts, there never had been 
any reason to suspect any improper and criminal intercourse 
between them. He was willing to concede, in conformity 
with the common opinion, that the relation between them 
was nothing more than a conmiunity and intercourse of mere 
mental illusion. And in making reference to them in illus- 
tration of the existing state of things, he wished to be 
understood as merely saying, that the relation of Madame 
Guyon and Fenelon was of the same nature. 

25. This partial retraction did not entirely satisfy Fene- 
lon. " Does my illusion," he says, <* even in the modified 
form in which you now present it, resemble that of Mon- 
tanus ? That enthusiastic and deluded man detached from 
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their husbands two wives, who followed him every where. 
The result of his instructions and example was to inspire ia 
them the same false spirit of prophecy with wjiich he him- 
self was actuated. And it cannot be unknown to you, that, 
in the unhappy and wicked excitements to which their sys- 
tem led, two of them, Montdnus and Maximilla, Strangled 
themselves. And such is the man, on whom succeeding 
ages have looked with disapprobation and even with horror, 
to whom you think it proper to compare me. And you say 
farther, that I have no right to complain of the comparison. 
And I say in reply, that I have undoubtedly less reason to 
complain for myself, than I have to grieve for you ; — you, 
who can coolly say, that you accuse me of nothing, and cast 
no improper reflection upon me, when you make such a 
comparison. I repeat, that you have done a greater injury 
to yourself than to me. But what a wretched comfort is 
this, when I see the scandal it brings into the house of God ! 
I can rejoice in no dishonor which you may incur by such 
attempts to injure myself. Such joy belongs only to here- 
tics and libertines." 

26. " The scandal was not so great," says the Chancellor 
d'Aguesseau, " while these great antagonists confined their 
quarrel to points of doctrine. But the scene was truly afflict- 
ing to all good men, when they attacked each other on facts. 
They diflFered from each other so much in their statements 
that it seemed impossible that both of them should speak 
the truth ; and the public saw with great concern, that one 
of the two prelates must be guilty of prevarication. With- 
out saying on which side the truth lay, it is certain that the 
archbishop of Cambray contrived to obtain, in the opinion 
of the public, the advantage of probability." * 

27. At this time, among the distinguished men of France, 

* See the life of Feaelon by Charles Butler, £8q. 
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was the Abbe de Ranc^. In earlj years a man of the world, 
and devoted to the parsuit of its pleasures and honors, his 
conversion to a religious life was remarkable. But from the 
day and hour that his eje was opened to the truth of God 
and his heart felt the influences of the truth, he left no doubt 
of his purpose to live to God alone. Established in the 
office of regular abbot of the monastery of La Trappe, he 
projected and carried into effect a wonderful reform of the 
monks under his care, who had previously become immersed 
in sloth, and abandoned to shameful excesses. The keen 
eye of this remarkable man, from the rocks and forests of 
his almost impenetrable seclusion, watched with great atten- 
tion the contest between Fenelon and Bossuet The follow- 
ing letters, addressed to Bossuet, will show what his feelings 
w^re ; — and if a man so pious, and in general so candid, 
could express himself with so much severity, I think we can 
infer from it how deep must have been the general feeling. 
De Ranc^ was a man who distinctly acknowledged the im- 
portance of the principle of faith ; it would be uncharitable 
to doubt that he himself was a sincere believer ; but attach- 
ing great importance to those physical restraints, humilia- 
tions, and sufferings, which go under the name of austerities, 
he was alarmed at the diminished estimation in which they 
appeared to be held in the writings of Madame Guyon and 
Fenelon. This I think was the secret of the peculiar tone 
of his letters. 

« La Trappe, March, 1697. 
<< To the Bishop of Meauz. 

'* I confess, sir, that T cannot be silent. The book of 
the archbishop of Cambray has fallen into my hands. I am 
unable to conceive how a man like him could be capable of 
indulging in such fantasies, so opposite to what we are taught 
by the gospel, as well as by the holy tradition of the church. 
I thought that'll the impressions, which might have engen- 
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dered in him ibis ridiculous opinion, were entirely effaced ; 
and that he felt only the grief of having listened to them ; 
but I was much deceived. It is known that you have writ- 
ten against this monstrous system ; that is, that you have 
destroyed it, for whatever you write, sir, is decisive. I pray 
to Grod that he may bless your pen, as he has done on so 
many other occasions ; and that he may gift it with such 
energy, that not a stroke it makes but what shall be a blow. 
While I cannot think of the work of the archbishop of Cam- 
bray without indignation, I implore of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that he will give him grace to be .sensible of his errors." 

In a letter of the 14th of April following, the Abbe de 
Bance expresses himself still more harshly, respecting the 
book of the archbishop of Cambray : — 

" If the chimeras of these fanatics were to be received," 
says he to Bossuet, '^ we must close the book of God ; — we 
must abandon the gospel, however holy and necessary may 
be its practices, as if they were of no utility ; — we must, I 
say, hold as nothing the life and actions of Jesus Christ, 
adorable as they are, if the opinions of these mad men are 
to find any credence in the mind, and if their authority be 
not entirely extirpated from it It is, in short, a consummate 
impiety, hidden beneath singular and unusual phrases, be- 
neath affected expressions and extraordinary terms, all of 
which have no other end than to impose upon the soul and 
to delude it." 

28. The letters of the Abbe de Eance, contrary in all 
probability to his own expectations, were made public-, and 
great efforts were made to circulate them. As the letters 
were not addressed to Fenelon, and were apparently written 
with no design of their being published, he did not think it 
proper to make any formal reply to them. A few months 
afterwards, however, be had occasion to address a Pastoral 
Letter, written at conBiderable length, to the clergy of hia 



OF MADAME GUTON. 275 

own diocese. The letter, while it did not entirely exclude 
some other appropriate topics, was a learned and eloquent 
defence of the doctrine of pure love, as expressing a true, 
desirable, and possible form of Christian experience. The 
publication of this letter seemed to Fenelon to furnish a suit- 
able opportunity to open a correspondence with de Ranee. 
He accordingly sent to the Abbe a copy of it, accompanied 
by the following letter, addressed to the Abbe himself: — 

« Cambray, Oct. 1697. 
« To the Abbe de Ranee. 

^ I take the liberty, my reverend father, of sending 
you a Pastoral Letter, which I have issued respecting my 
book. This explanation seemed to me to be necessary, as 
soon as I perceived from your letters, which were made pub- 
lic, that so enlightened and experienced a man as yourself 
had conceived me in a manner very different from my mean- 
ing. I am not surprised, that you believed what was said 
to you against me, l^oth with regard to the past and the 
present. I am not known to you ; and there is nothing in 
me which can render it difficult to believe the evil which is 
reported of me. You have confided in the opinion of a pre- 
late whose acquirements are very vast. It is true, my rev- 
erend father, that, 'if you had done me the honor to write to 
me respecting any thing, which may have displeased you in 
my book, I should have endeavored either to remove your 
displeasure, or to correct myself. In case you should be 
thus kind, after having read the accompanying pastoral let- 
ter, I shall still be ready to profit by your knowledge, and 
with deference. Nothing has occurred to alter in me those 
sentiments which are due to you, and to the work which God 
has performed through you. Besides, I am sure you will 
not be hostile to the doctrine of disinterested love, when that 
which is equivocal in it shall be removed ; and when you 
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are oonvinoed how much I should abhor to weaken the ne- 
cessity of desiring our beatitude in God. On this subject I 
wish for nothing more than what St. Bernard has taught 
with so much sublimity, and which you know better than I 
do. He left this doctrine to his children as their most pre- 
cious inheritance. If it were lost and forgotten in the whole 
world beside, it is at La Trappe, where we should still find 
it in the hearts of your pious ascetics. It is this lo^e which 
gives their real value to the holy austerities which they 
practise. This pure love, which leaves nothing to nature, 
by referring every thing to grace, does not encourage illu- 
sion, which always springs from the natural and excessive 
love of ourselves. It is not in yielding to this pure love, but 
in not following it sufficiently, that we are misled. I cannot 
conclude this letter without soliciting of you the aid of your 
prayers, and of those of your community. I have need of 
them ; — you love the church ; — Gk>d is my witness that I 
wish to live but for her, and that I should abhor myself, if 
I could account myself as any thing on this occasion. 
« I shall ever be with sincere veneration, 
** Yours, &c 

« Francis, Archbishop op Cambrat.** 

29. I think the reader will hardly fail to notice a marked 
difference in the spirit of these letters. Such was the repu* 
tation for piety of the Abbe de Banc^, that few men in 
France At that time, perhaps none, could have done Fenelon 
BO much injury. But how calmly and triumphantly doeft 
the gentle and purified spirit of Fenelon carry him above 
the violence which issued from the solitude of La Trappe ! 
De Banc^ had faith ; but embarrassed, probably, by that 
common idea which precludes the hope of victory in the 
present life, he had not fmth enough to subdue thie fears, the 
agitations, and the injustice of nature. 
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The faith of FeneloD, who had taken the promises of 
God without a doubt, was of that triamphant kind which ^an 
forgive its enemies, and turn the other cheek to him who 
has smitten us. Nothing could be more meek, and at the 
same time more confiding and generous, than the spirit 
which he manifested. " We know not,'' says M. de Bausset, 
in his life of Fenelon, '' whether the Abbe de Ranee replied 
to this letter. It must certainly haye caused him some re- 
gret for having expressed himself with so much asperity 
concerning a bishop who wrote to him with such mildness 
and esteem. It is certain^ luwwer, that the name of the 
Abbe of la TVappe was heard no more in the course of this 
controversy/* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

1697-1699. 2%tf subject of cfmtrwersy brought be/ore the Pope, 
Innocent Twelfth, He appoinU commissioners to examine iL Of 
the divisions u^ich existed in regard to it. The decision in relor 
tion to the hook delayed. Dissatisfaction of the king of France. 
He unites a letter to the Pope. He banishes Fenelon, Letter of 
Fenelon to Madame de Maintenon. Interest expressed in the 
behalf of Fenelon by the duke of Burgundy. Conversation of 
the king with the duke de BeauviUiers. His treatment of the 
Abbe Beaumont and others. Interesting letter of Fenelon to the 
duke de Beauvilliers, Second letter of the king to ^e pope. 
Condemnation of Fenelon. 

It was seen at an early period of the controversy, that 
there was no probability of its being settled by any tribunal 
short of the highest authority of the Catholic church, that of 
the pope himself. At this time Innocent Twelfth, a man 
of a benevolent and equitable spirit, filled the papal chair. 
The subject was brought to his notice, and pre38ed upon him 
with great earnestness, by persons who were supposed to 
act in accordance with the wishes of Louis Fourteenth. 

2. There can be no doubt that it was a matter of great 
grief to the pope, that such a controversy on such a subject 
should be brought before him. He had indulged the hope 
that the business might be settled in France 7>y mild and 
conciliatory measures; and went so far as to order his 
nuncio to express this wish to Louis. The suggestion was 
entirely unavailing. The mind of Louis was so strongly 
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possessed with the idea, that the doctrine of Fenelon was 
heretical'; it had caused such great discussions and divisions 
in France ; and in manj ways it had been so brought before 
his notice, and had so implicated itself in his various rela- 
tions, that it had become a personal concern. It is obvious, 
I think, that nothing would satisfy him bu|^ its formal con- 
demnation. 

The position of Innocent was a trying one. Such were 
the relations existing between him and the king of France, 
that it would probably have occasioned much difficulty be- 
tween them, if he had declined giving attention to a matter, 
in which the king had shown so much interest. 

3. The pope began the unpleasant work, which was thus 
devolved upon him, by appointing a commission of twelve 
persons, called consuUors, for the purpose of examining the 
book of Fenelon and giving an opinion upon it. They were 
directed to hold their meetings in the chamber of the master 
of the Sacred Palace. Having discussed the principles and 
expressions of the book, in twelve successive sittings, they 
found themselves so divided in opinion in relation to it, that 
no satisfactory result could reasonably be anticipated from a 
continuance of their deliberations. They were accordingly 
dissolved. 

His next step was to select a commission or congregation 
of cardinals, in the hopes, if the work were so heretical as it 
was pronounced by some to be, that they would be able to 
come to some conclusion, which would .aid him in forming 
his own decision, — a decision which he felt would naturally 
involve great responsibility. This body also had twelve 
sittings. They found themselves, however, greatly divided ; 
came to no conclusion, and were dissolved.* 

4. He then appointed a new congregation of cardinals. 

* See the lafe of Fenelon by Charles BaUer, Esq. 
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Tbej met in consultation no less than fiflj-two times. The 
resolt of their deliberations was, but bj no means with en* 
tire unanimitj, that they extracted from Fehelon's work a 
number of propositions which thej regarded as censurable, 
and reported them to the pope. After thej had advanced 
80 far, they held thirty-seven meetings to settle the form of 
the censure. In addition to these more formal meetings, 
private conferences on the subject were frequently held by 
the pope's direction, and sometimes in his presence. 

5. The cardinals Alfaro, Fabroni, Bouillon, and Gabriel- 
lio, and some others perhaps of less note, took the side of 
Fenelon.* Men of no ordinary learning and power, they 
maintained with great ability, that the doctrine in question 
had authority and support in many approved Catholic wri- 
ters. They did not hesitate, in the least, to defend the state- 
ments repeatedly made by Fenelon in his ai^uments with 
Bossuet and on other occasions, that it was a doctrine not 
only received but greatly cherished by many pious and 
learned men in all ages of the church ; by Clement, Cassian, 
Dionysius, Thauler, Grerson, De Sales, John of the Cross, 
St Theresa, the bishop of Bellay and others ; and to this 
they were willing to add, that there was not more of such 
learned and pious authority in its favor, than there was of 
Scripture and reason. Gabriellio said, on onis occasion, ex- 
pressly, that it was a doctrine conformed to the Scriptures, 
the Fathers, and the Mystics. 

They did not, however, in maintaining the doctrine of 
pure love, exclude the idea of a suitable regard to our own 
happiness. They seem to have taken the ground, that God 

* See the work, entitled, Belation de TOrigine, du Progrfes, et de la 
Condemnation da Qaietisme repanda en France; — anonymons^ bat 
generallj alcribed to Monsieur Ilielipeanx, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, 
and an inti^Nite ftiendof Boisaet 
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and ourselves, considered aa objeeta of love, are incom- 
mensurable ; and consequently that the motive of God's love, 
exceeding the other beyond all comparison, practically ab- 
sorbs and annihilates it. So that a soul wholly given to 
God, may properly be said to love God alone. Bat the 
doctrine of Goi> alone does not exdude other things, since 
God is Alt in AIL In other words, in loving God for him- 
self alone, who is the sum of all good, we cannot help loving 
ourselves, oar neighbor, and every thing else in their proper 
place and degree. Alfaro, in oonclading some remarks, at 
one of these meetings, read a letter addressed many ages 
before, by St Louis of France, to one of his daughters, in 
which he advised her to do every thing from the principle 
of pure love. 

6. Among other things, they expressed no small degree 
of dissatisfaction with the course the controversy had taken 
in certain respects ; remonstraling strongly against the at- 
tempt to confound doctrines with men, to implicate the per* 
manency of truth with the imperfections of character, and 
to support a doubtful argument by personal defamation. I 
think we may justly say^ that it was much to their credit, 
when they saw the efforts constantly made in high places 
and low, to destroy the character of Fenelon, that they gave 
their opinions freely and boldly in his favor. ^^ Consider a 
moment," said Cardinal Bouillon, << who it is that you pro- 
pose to condemn ? A distinguished archbishop, a man pru- 
dent and wise in the government of his diocese, a man who 
combines with a literary taste and power not exceeded by 
that of any other person in the kingdom, the utmost sanctity 
of life and manners." They went so £Eur as to intimate, that, 
if the doctrine of pure love were condemned, sustained as 
it was by such a weight of authority and argument, and en- 
circled as it was by so. many strong affections^ — * it could 
hardly fail to produce a schism in the church. 

YOL. II. 24 ♦ 
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7. The leading men on the other side were the cardinals 
Massoulier, Pantiatici, Carpegna, Casanata, and Granelli. 
Their arguments were directed against the doctrine, partly 
in its genend form, and partly against particular expressions 
and views, which characterized it, in the writings of Fenelon. 
So far as their arguments were general, they were very 
much the same as are employed against it at the present 
day. They maintained that it was a state too high to be 
possessed and maintained in the present life; that there 
were many things in the Scriptures against it ; that the ex- 
aggerated expressions in the mystical or experimental writ- 
ers of the Catholic church ought to be received in a modi- 
fied sense ; that it was either modified or .rejected by a great 
majority of their theological writers and other writers not of 
the mystical class ; and that it had been attended, in a num- 
ber of instances, with practical disorders. 

8. The contest between the two parties was animated, 
and sometimes violent. For a time it seemed doubtful what 
would be the result The discussion was thus continued 
from 1697 to 1699, a period of nearly two years, under the 
eye and in the presence of the pope. The king of France, 
who was in frequent communication with Bossuet on the 
Bubject, became impatient, on learning doubts which he did 
not himself entertain, and under a delay which he did not 
anticipate. 

In order to hasten an issue, 'which seemed to him very 
desirable, he had written at an earlier period of the contro- 
versy a letter to the pope, in which he denounced the book 
of the archbishop of Cambray, cu erroneotis and danfferauSy 
and as already censured by a great number of theological 
doctors and other learned persons. He added, that the ex- 
planations more recently given by the archbishop were inad- 
missible ; and concluded by assuring the pope, that he wovHd 
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employ all Ms attthority to obtain the due execuUofi of his 
JHoliness* decree* 

This letter, which was drawn up by Bossuet, was dated 
the26thof July, 1697. 

9. The desires and feelings of the king were made known 
in other ways still more painful. When Fenelon was first 
appointed archbishop of Cambray in 1695, his character was 
so much esteemed and his services were .regarded so im- 
portant, the king insisted, that he should spend three months 
in a year at Versailles in the instruction of the young 
princes. 

Six days afler the date of the letter to the pope, the king 
wrote a letter or order to Fenelon, which might properly be 
denominated an order of banishment, in which he required 
him to leave Versailles, and repair to the diocese of Cambray, 
and forbade him to quit it It was added further, that he 
was not at liberty to delay his departure any longer than was 
absolutely necessary to arrange his affairs. 

10. Those principles of inward experience, which so trium- 
phantly sustained Madame Guyon in her imprisonment, re- 
ceived a new confirmation in the victory which they now 
achieved in Fenelon. The very moment he received from 
the king the order which thus banished him from all places 
out of his own diocese, he wrote the following letter to Ma- 
dame de Maintenon. Bausset says, that he copied it from 
the original manuscript in Fenelon's handwriting. 

"Versailles, Aug. 1, 1697. 

" In obedience to the king's commands, madame, I shall 

depart from this place to-morrow.' I would' not pass through 

Paris, did I not feel it difficult to find any where else a man 

fit to attend to my affairs. at Rome, and who would be willing 

* life of Fenelon, by Baofiset, vol. i p. 182. 
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to make the jonrnej there. I shall return to Cambray with 
a heart full of submission, full of zeal, of gratitude, and of 
the greatest attachment towards the king. My greatest grief 
is, that I have harassed and displeased him. Not a day of 
my life shall pass over, that I will not pray to God to bless 
him. I am willing to be, still more humbled. The only 
thing that I would implore of his Majesty is, that- the dio- 
cese of Cambray, which is guiltless, may not suffer for the 
£Btults that are imputed to me. I solicit protection only for 
the church ; and I limit this protection to the circumstance 
of being free to perform the little good that my situation 
will permit me to perform as part of my duty. 

" It only remains, madame, that I request your forgiveness 
for all the trouble I may have caused you. God knows how 
much I regret it ; and I will unceasingly pray to him, until 
he alone shall occupy your whole heart. I shall, all my life, 
be as sensible of your past goodness, as though I had never 
forfeited it; and my respectful attachment towards you, 
madame, will never diminish." 

11. " We may easily conceive," says Bausset, " what an 
effect this letter, every line of which breathes nothing but 
mildness, affection, and serenity, had upon Madame de Main- 
tenon. Becalling all her former friendship for Fenelon, she 
could not conceal from herself, the active part which she 
had taken in his present disgrace. It cannot, indeed, be 
doubted, that this letter leffc a painful and durable impression 
upon her heart. She tells us, herself, that her health was 
impaired in consequence ; and that she did not conceal the 
cause of her illness from Louis XIV. The monarch him- 
self seemed, at first, to bca little hurt ; and could not help 
peevishly exclaiming to her, as he marked her affliction, — 
So it seems, madame, we are to see you die in consequence of 
this business" 

12. The duke of Burgundy, who had owed so much to 
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the labors and prayers of Fenelon, was no sooner informed 
of the order of exile against his beloved preceptor, than he 
hastened to throw himself at the feet of the king, his grand- 
father. He appealed to himself and to the renovation of his 
own heart and life, as a proof of the purity of the life and 
maxims of his faithful and affectionate instructor. Louis 
was touched by an attachment so ingenuous and generous. 
But fixed in his principles of belief, and invariable in what- 
ever he had decided, he merely replied to the young prince, 
My son, it is not in my power to make this thing a matter of 
favor. The purity of religious faith is concerned in it. 
And Bossuet knows more on that suhfect than either you 
or Z 

13. On the second of August, Fenelon departed from Yex^ 
Bailies, never to return again. He found it necessary to 
pass through the city of Paris ; but he remained there only 
twenty-four hours. He cast a tender and last look towards 
the seminary of St Sulpitius, in which he had spent the 
peaceful and happy years of his youth. A motive of deli- 
cacy, nevertheless, forbade his entering its walls. He feared 
that he might involve in his own sorrow and disgrace his 
former friend find instructor. Monsieur Tronson, who had 
the charge of it. He, however, wrote him a few lines, in 
which he expressed his veneration and gratitude ; and ask- 
ing the continuance of that good man*s prayers, of which he 
said he had much need in his sufferings, he went on his way. 

14. It was but a few months after he had reached Cam- 
bray, and was assiduously engaged in his religious duties 
among his own people, when he received intimations, that 
the way was open for his return on certain conditions. 
To this he refers in a letter to the Abbe de Chanterac, dated 
Dec. 9, 1697. " It is reported," he says, " that the only means 
by which I can appease the king, obtain my return to court, 
and prevent all scandal, is to remove the present unfavora- 
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ble opinions bj an humUe acknowledgment of error. But I 
assure jou that I have no present nor future idea of return- 
ing to court. If I am in error, it is my desire to be unde- 
ceived. But as long as I am unable Jo perceive my error, 
it is my purpose to justify my position with unceasing pa- 
tience and humility. Be assured that I will never return to 
court at the expense of truth, or by a compromise, which 
would leave the purity either of my doctrine or of my repu- 
tation in doubt** 

15. The friends of Fenelon were, to some extent, in- 
volved in his calamities. Foremost among those friends was 
the duke de Beaavilliers, who held one of the most import- 
ant places in the kingdom. He believed in the doctrine of 
pure love, originated and sustained by faith in the Son of 
God ; and he had experienced in his own renovated heart 
the effects which this doctrine, more than any other, is calcu- 
lated to produce. He was the avowed and known friend 
of Madame Guyon, as well as of Fenelon. The king was 
offended with him. Taking Beauvilliers aside, soon after 
the )5anishment jof the archbishop of Cambray, he told him 
with his own lips how much he was dissatisfied at his con- 
nection with a person whose doctrines were so much sus- 
pected. He intimated to him distinctly, that his continuance 
in such a course would be likely to be attended with the 
most unpleasant consequences. 

Beauvilliers,^ in reply to Louis, assured him of his en- 
tire conviction, that the princes who had been under the 
care of the archbishop of Cambray had not been infected 
with any erroneous or dangerous doctrine. He then pro- 
ceeded to say, — "I remember, sire, that I recommended to 
your majesty the appointment of Fenelon to be the precep- 
tor of the duke of Burgundy. I can never repent that I 
did so. I have been the friend of Fenelon ; I am his friend 
now. I can submit to whatever your majesty may impose 
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upon me ; but I cannot eradicate the sentiments of my heart. 
The power of your majesty has raised me to my present 
position : the same power can degrade me. Acknowledging 
the will of God in the will of my king, I shall cheerfully 
withdraw from your oenrt' whenever you shall require it ; 
regretting that I have displeased you, and hoping that I 
may lead hereafter a life of greater tranquillity. 

Th^ king, overawed by the nobleness of his sentiments, or 
fearing the rashness of the course which he had threatened, 
permitted him to remain in his place. 

16. The next year, on the 2d of June, 1698, the king 
deprived the Abbe Beaumont and the Abbe de Langeron of 
their title of sub-preceptors. "The former was FenelorCs 
nephew ; the latter was his most tender and faxthfvl friend. 
Messieurs M. Dupuy and De Leschelle, gentlemen who held 
situations about the person of the young prince, were also 
dismissed on the same day, and ordered to quit the court 
The pretext for their dismission was their partiality for the 
spiritual maxims of the archbishop of Cambray. The real 
motive was their affectionate and inviolable fidelity towards 
him. 

" All of them had been concerned in the education of the 
duke of Burgundy for nine years ; — and the excellence of 
this education has been detailed. They were dismissed 
without receiving the slightest reward for their services. 
Thus severely were punished the men, who had transformed 
the vices of the duke of Burgundy into virtues ; a severity 
which could have been justified only, had- they changed his 
virtues into vices." * 

17. Fenelon, in the distant place of his exile, was made 
acquainted with these transactions. He felt more deeply 
the disgrace and suffering of his friends, than he did his 

* BftiuseVs Life of Fenelon, toI. i. chap, id. 
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own ; but he maintained, under circumstance? 96 exceedingly 
trying, the same equanimity and triumphant faith, which 
had supported him hitherto. In a letter, which he wrote at 
this time to the duke of Beauvilliers, we find the following 
expressions, which indicate Teiy dearly, how patient and 
loTely is the heart that is wholly given to God : — 

'* I cannot avoid telling yon, my good duke, what I have 
at heart. Yesterday I spent the day in devotion and prayer 
for the king. I did not ask for him any temporal prosperity, 
for of that he has enough. I only begged that he might 
make a good use of it ; and that, amidst such great success, 
he might be as humble, as if he had undergone some deep 
humiliation. I begged that he might not only fear God and 
respect religion, but that he might also k)ve God, and feel 
how easy and light his yoke is to those who bear it less 
through fear than love. I never foirad in myself a greater 
degree of zeal; or, if I may venture to use the expression, 
of affection to his person. . 

''Far from being tinder any* mieasiness at my present 
situation, which might have suggested unpleasant feelings 
against him, I would have offered myself with joy to God, 
for the sanctification of the king. I even considered his 
zeal against my book as a commendable e'ffect of his religion, 
and of his just abhorrence of whatever has to him the ap- 
pearance of novelty. Desirous that he might be an object 
of the divine favor, I called to mind his education without 
solid instruction, the flatteries which have surrounded him, 
the snares laid for him in his youth, the profane counsels 
that were given him, the distrust that was with so much 
pains instilled into him against the excesses of certain pro- 
fessors of devotion ; and lastly, the perils of greatness, and 
so great a multiplicity of nice affairs. I own^ that with all 
these things in view, I had great compassion for a soul so 
much exposed. I judged, his case desierved to be lamented ; 
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aad I wish^ him a more plentiful degree of mercy to sup- 
port him in 80 formidf^ble a state of prosperity. In all thia 
I had not, a& I apprehended^ the least interested view ; for I 
would have consented to a perpetual disgrace, provided I 
Knew that the king was entirely after God's own heart 

'' As far as relates to myself, all I can say is, I am at 
peace in the midst of almost continual sufferings. Trusting 
in Gold's assistance tp sustwn me, the scandals which my 
enemies cast upon me shall neither ez^tsperate nor discour- 
age me." 

18. One object of these proceedings of the king of France, , 
which were characteri^sed by an unusual degree of violence, 
was to make im impression at Bomei They were a part of 
a plan of intimidation ; but they did not have all the effect, 
or at least all the immediate effect, which was anticipated 
from them. Public opinion was still divided ; there had 
been a want of unanimity in the debates and decisions of the 
congregation of the cardinals at Some; the. pope himself 
hesitated to give a decision. 

Under these drcumstances, Louis, near the close of the 
year 1698, wrote another letter, which was despatched to 
the.pope by ak extraordinary courier. It was $m follows : — 

"Mpst holy Father, 
.^At the time when I expected from the zeal and friend- 
ship of your Holiness, a prompt decision .upon the book of 
the archbishop of Cambray, I could not learn, without grief, 
that ttus. decision, 30 necessary to the. peace of the church, is 
sHU retardetf- ^ the arUfiees of those who think it their inter- 
sst to protract it. I see so clearly Ihe fatal oonseqiiences 
of this delay, that I should not consider myself as duly sup- 
porting, the title of eldest son of the church, were I not to 
reiterate the urgent ent^aties which I have so often made 
to your Hdlineise, and to beg of you to calm, at length, the 

VOL. n. 25 
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anxieties of conscience which this hock has caused. Tran- 
quillity can now be expected onlj from the decision that 
shall be pronounced bj the common father ; — but let it be 
dear and precise, and capable of no mbinterpretations ; — 
such a decision, in fact, as is necessary to remove all doubt 
with regard to doctrine, and to eradicate the yerj root of 
the evD. I demand, most holj Father, this decision, for the 
good of thd church, the tranquillity of the faithful, and for 
the glory of your Holiness. You know how truly sensible I 
am, and how much I am convinced of your paternal tender- 
ness. To such powerful and important motives, I would 
add, the attention which I entreat yon to pay to my request, 
and the filial respecjt with which I am, 
" Most holy Father, 

" Your truly devoted Son, 

"Louis." 

19. It was under sudi circumstances as these^ on the 
12th of March, 1699, that a decree was issued over the sig- 
nature of the pope, condemning the book of Fenelon, or 
perhaps more properly condemning twenty-three proposi- 
tions, which purported to be extracted from it. The pope, 
however, took the pains to say, and to have it understood, 
that they were condemned in the sense which they might 
bear, or which they were actually regarded as bearing in 
the view of others, and not in the sense in which they were 
explained by Fenelon himself. " The pope," says Monsieur 
de Bausset, " had openly declared on many occasions, that 
neither he nor ^e cardinals had intended to condemn the 
explanations, which the archbishop of €ambray had given 
of his book." 

To such a condemnation Fenelon could have comparatively 
but little objection. It was really not a condemnation of him- 
self, but of others who undertook to speak and to interpret for 
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him. While he was sindere and firm in his own belief, he had 
no ^sposition to defend the misconceptions and perversions of 
other people. To what extent, however, he availed himself 
of the suggestion which thus dropped from the pope, we have 
no means of knowing. Certain it is, whatever view he took 
of the act of condemnation, he made no complaint. He 
thought it his duty as a Catholic to be submissive to the 
higher authorities of his church. He received the news of 
his condemnation on the Sabbath, just as he was about to 
ascend his pulpit to preach. He delayed a few moments ; 
changed the plan of his sermon, and delivered one upon the 
duty of submission to the authority of superiors. 

From that time he ceased to write c(»itrover8ia]ly upon 
the subject But, without regarding what was said- by others, 
and in the discharge of his own duties among his own people, 
he never ceased to inculcate in his life, his conversations, 
and his practical writings, the doctrine of pure love. He 
thought it his duty to avoid certsun forms of expression, and 
certain illustrations which had been specifically condemned 
in the papal decree, and which were liable to misconception ; 
but it is not easy to see that he went further. In other 
words, he condemned sincerely what he understood the pope 
to condemn ; and he did this without any change, further 
than has already been intimated, either in his life or opin- 
ions. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Character of FeneUm. . Labors in his diocese. His method of 
preaching. His visits among .his people. Of the peasant who 
lost his cow. The feelings of Fenelon, when the bishop's palace 
at Cambray was burnt. His conctuct during a time of war. Re- 
spect in which he was held by the belligerent- parties. His hospi- 
Udity. Extract from the Chevalier RamJsay'.' Of the spirit of 
quietude or quietism, which tods ascribed to him. Meditations on 
the infant Jesus. Of his forbearance and meekness in relaiion 
to others* His views on religious ioteration. Feelings tti relaiion 
to his separation from his friends. His correspondence with the 
duke of Burgundy. His deoih. 

As the personal history of Fenelon is closely connected 
with that of Madame Gu jon, and as he may be regarded as 
an illustration of the power uid tendency of the principles 
she inculcated^ we propose to occupy a few pages further 
with some incidents of his life, and with some general views 
of his character. , 

At an early period Fenelon had devoted himself to the 
ministry of Jesus Christ After he was appointed arch- 
bishop of Cambray^ he had but one object, that of benefiting 
his people. This was particularly the case after he was 
compelled to relinquish the instruction of the grandchildren 
of the idng, and was confined by the royal order to his own 
diocese. We do not mean to imply, that he had a more 
benevolent disposition then, but he had a better oppor- 
tunity to exercise it With a heart filled with the love 
of God, which can never be. separated from the love of 
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God's creatures, it was his delight to oo good ; and especiallj 
in the religious sense of the lerms^ 

2.. Under. the influence of these • feelings, he was very 
diligent in visiting all parts of his diocese. He preached by 
turns in. every church in it ; and with great x»re and faith- 
fulness, examined, instructed, and exhorted both priests and 
people.. 

In his preaching he was' affectipnate and ' eloquent, but 
still very plain and intelligible. Excluding from his 'ser- 
mons superfluous ornaments as. well as obscure and difficult 
reasonings, lie might be said to preach from the heart rather 
than- from the head. He generally ^rea)ched without notes, 
but hot without premeditation and prayer.' It ^as his cus- 
tom, before he preached, to spend some time in the retire- 
ment of his closet ; that he might be sure that his own heart 
was filled from the divine fountain, before he poured it forth 
upon the people. One great topic of his preaching was the 
doctrine so dear to him, and for which he had suffered so 

much, of PUKE LOVE. 

3. He was very temperate in his habits, eating and sleep- 
ing but little. He rose early } and his first hours were de- 
voted to prayer and meditation. His chief amusement, when 
)ie found it necessary to relax a little from his arduous toils, 
was that of walking and riding; He loved rural scenes, and 
it was a" great pleasure to him to go out in the midst of them. 
" The country," he says,, in one of his letters, " delights me. 
In the midst of it, I find God's holy peace." Every thing 
seemed to him to be full of infinite goodness; and his heart 
glowed with the purest happiness, as he escaped from the 
business and ciires which necessarily occupied so much of 
his time, into the air and the fields, into the flowers and thQ 
sunshine of the great Creator. 

But in 'a world like this, where it is a first principle of 
Christianity ihat Wd should forget ourselves and our own 

VOL. n. 25 * 
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happiness in order that we maj do good to others, he felt it 
a duty to make even this sublime pleasure subservient to 
the claims of benevolence. In these occasional excursions 
he could hardlj fail to meet with some of the poor peasants 
in his diocese ; and he carefuUj improved these opportuni- 
ties to form a personal acquaintance with them and their 
families, and to counsel and console them. Sometimes when 
he met them, he would sit down with them upon the grass ; 
and inquiring familiarly about the state of their affairs, be 
gave them kind and suitable advice ; — but above all things, 
he affectionately recommended to them to seek an interest 
in the Saviour, and to lead a religions life. 

He went into their cottages to speak to them of God, and 
to comfort and relieve them under the hardships they suf- 
fered. If these poor people, when he thus visited them, 
presented him with any refreshments in their unpretending 
and unpolished manner, he pleased them much by seating 
himself at their simple table, and partaking cheerfuUy and 
thankfully of what was set before him. He showed no false 
delicacy because they were poor, and because their habita- 
tions, in consequence of their poverty, exhibited but little 
of the conveniences and comforts of those who were more 
wealthy. In the fulness of his benevolent spirit, which was 
filled with the love of Christ and of all for whom Christ died, 
he became in a manner one of them, as a brother among 
brothers, or as a father among his children. 

4. There are various anecdotes which illustrate his con- 
descension and benevolence. In one of the rural excursions 
to which we have referred, he met with a peasant who was 
in much affliction. Inquiring the cause of his grief, he was 
informed by the man that he had lost his cow, Fenelon 
attempted to comfort him, and gave him money enough to 
buy another. The peasant was grateful for the kindness of 
the archbishop, but still he was very sad. The reason was, 
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although the money given him woald buj a cow, it would 
not buy the cow he had lost, — to which he seemed veiy 
much attached. Pursuing his walk, Fenelon found, at a 
considerable distance from the place of his interview with 
the peasant, the very cow which was the object of so much 
affliction. The sun had set, and the night was dark ; but the 
good archbishop, like the good shepherd o£ the Scriptures, 
drove her back himself to* the poor man's cottage. 

5. The revenues which he received as archbishop of Cam- 
bray were very considerable ; but he had learned the diffl- 
eult but noble art of being poor in the midst of plenty. He 
kept nothing for himself. His riches were in making others 
rich ; his happiness, in making the poor and suffering happy. 
On a certain time, before his banishment, when he was 
spending a part of the year at Versailles in the instruction 
of the young princes, the news came that a €re had burned 
to the ground the archiepiscopal palace at Cambray, and 
consumed all his books and writings. His friend, the Abbe 
de Langeron, seeing Fenelon conversing with a number of 
persons, and apparently much at his ease, supposed he had 
not heard thl$ unpleasant news, and began with some for- 
mality and caution to inform him of it Fenelon, perceiving 
the solicitude and kindness of the good Abbe, interrupted 
him by saying that he was acquainted with what had hap- 
pened; and added farther, although the loss was a very 
great one, that he was really less affected in the destruction 
of his own palace, than he would have been by the burning 
of a cottage of one of the peasants. 

6. So elevated and diffusive were his religious principles, 
that they rendered him the friend of all mankind. It was 
not necessary for him to stop and inquire a man's creied or 
nation, as a preliminary to his beneficence. Occasions were 
not wanting which illustrated his remark. The war, which 
raged near the commene$ment of the eighteenth century, 
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between Fiance |U)d Bavaria on the one side, and England, 
Holland, and Austria on the other, drew Hear to the citj 
where he resided. The city of Cambray, formerly the capital 
of a small province of the same name in the north of France, 
IS not far from the Netherlands, which has sometimes been 
denominated the battle-field of Europe. At the time of 
which we are speaking, large armies met in its vicmity, 
and battles were fought near it At this trying time, not 
only the residence which Fenelon occupied as archbishop of 
the diocese, but other houses beside, hired by him for the 
purpose, were filled with the sick and wounded, and with 
poor people, driven from the neighboring viQages, as they 
were threatened or were destroyed by the war. The .ex- 
pense* which he tiius . incurred, absorbed all his revenues; 
but he had no inclination to spare either time, money, or 
personal effort in these acts of benevolence ; acts which were 
shown as kindly and as freely to the eneuHes of his country, 
who were taken prisoners in the war, as to those of his own 
nation. ' ^ 

The sight of the wretched condition of the refugees in 
his palace W9s painful; many were suffering from the want 
of proper clothing ; others were in agony in consequence 
of their wounds, iEuid others were afSiicted with distempers 
that were infectious ; but nothing abated his zeal; He ap- 
peared among them dally with the kindness. of a parent f 
dropping words of instruction and consolation, and testifying 
by his tears how much he was moved wiih compassion/ 

7. The marked respect in which he was held, was. not 
confined to the French army alone. He was held iti equal 
veneration by the enemy. The distinguished commanders 
who were opposed to Frwice, the duke of Marlborough, 
Prince Eugene, and the duke of Ormpnd, embraced every 
' suitable opportunity of showing their esteem ; sending de- 
tachments of their men to guard his- meadows -and his corn ; 



OP MADAMfi GinroK. 297 

and causing lii» grain to be transported with a convoy to 
Cambray, lest it should be seized and carried off bj their 
own foragers. In the discharge of his rehgious duties, he 
went abroad among the people bf his diocese, without regard 
to the hostile armies which occupied the territory; As he 
went, in the discharge of these duties, in the spirit of Him 
who came not to increase human Suffering, but to bring 
peace on earth and good will to men,* he had faith in a 
divine protection. So far from any violence being offered 
ix> him, the English and Austrian commanders; when they 
heard that he was to take a journey in that part of the dio- 
cese where their armies were situated, sent him word that 
he had no need of a French escort, and that they would 
furnish an escort themselves. Jt is said, that even the hu^ 
sars^of the Imperial troops did not hesitate to do him this 
service. So true it is that men who live in the spirit of the 
gospel do, by the very force of their virtue, disarm the hos- 
tility of nature. 

8. Among those who were taken prisoners at the battle 
of Denain and conducted to' Cambray, was Count Munich, 
afterwards more extensively known as Marshal Munich. 
Although he was characterized by great enterprise and 
bravery, and had an almost exclusive taste for arms,, he was 
deeply affected by whikt he saw of the peaceful virtues and 
the truly Christian generosity of Fenelon. He was then 
young, and appears to have held the office of lieutenant- 
colonel. He was afterwards one of the most distinguished 
commanders in the armies of Russia. His name is asso- 
ciated, in the history of war, with sanguiniory and victorious 
campaigns in the Oimea. •. Raised to the highest place of 
worldly honor by his talents and courage, he suddenly fell 
under the displeasure of the empress Elizabeth, in 1741, tmd 
was banished to Siberia, ^ere he remained an exile, twenty 
years. He was restored by Peter the Third. But in aQ 
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the yidssitodea of Iub life, in peace and war, in the court 
and in the camp, disgraced and suffering in the deserts of 
Siberia, or free and honored in the halls of princes, he de- 
lighted, to the verj dose of his life, to remember the happj 
dajs which he passed, as a prisoner of war, in the soci- 
etjT of Fenelon; instructing and soothing, as it were^ the 
ablations of his own wild and turbulent spirit by recount- 
ing the virtnet and actions which he had witnessed at Cam- 
bray. 

9. At this very period there was another visitant at Cam- 
bray of a very different character, the celebrated Cardinal 
Quirini, whose whole life, as remote as possible fn>m the 
pursuits of war, was devoted to learned researches and use- 
ful studies. In the prosecution of literary objects, he visited 
almost an parts of Europe, and became acquainted with the 
most distingmshed literary men. In the account of bis trav- 
els, which he wrote in Latin, he speaks very particularly <^ 
his interview with Fenelon« 

" I considered," he says^ " Cambray as one of the princi- 
pal objects of my travels in France. I will pot even hesi- 
tate to confess, that it was towards this single spot, or rather 
towards the celebrated Fenelon, who resided there, that I 
was most powerfully attracted. With what emotions of 
tenderness I still recall the gentle and affecting famiUarity 
with which that great man deigned to discourse with me, 
and even sought my conversation ; though his palace was 
then crowded with French generals and commanders-in- 
chief, towards whom he displayed the moat magnificent and 
generous hospitality. I have still fresh in my recollection 
all the serious and important subjects which were the topics 
of our discourse. My ear caught with ei^mess every 
word that issued from his lips. The letters which he wrote 
me, from time to time, are still before me ; letters which 
are an evidence alike of the wisdom of his prindplea and 
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of the purity^ of his heart I preserre them among mj 
papers, as the most precious treasure which I hare in the 
world." . 

It is an evidence both of ihe kindness and faithfulness of 
Fenelon, that he endeavors in these very letters to recall the 
Cardinal Quirini fixMn a too eager and exduMve pursuit of 
worldly knowledge, to that knowledge of Jesus Christ which 
renews and purifies the souL 

iO. Strangers from all parts of Europe came to see him. 
Although the duties of hospitality became a laborious work 
to him, amid the multiplicity and urgency of his other emf 
ployments, he fulfilled them with the greatest attention, and 
with the greatest kindness of feeling. It was pleasing to 
see, how readily he suffered himself to be interrupted in his 
important duties, in order to attend to any, whatever might 
be their condition and whatever their wants, who might call 
upon him. He did not hesitate to drop his eloquent pen, 
with which he conversed with all Europe, whenever Provi- 
dence called him to listen to the imperfect utterance of the 
most ignorant and degraded among his people. And, in 
doing this, he acted on religious principle. He would rather 
suffer the greatest personal inconvenience, than injure, the 
feelings of a fellow-man. 

11. ^< I have seen him," says the Chevalier Ramsay, " in the 
course of a single day, converse with the great and speak 
their language, ever maintaining the episcopal dignity ; after- 
wards discourse with the simple and the little, like a good 
father instructing his children. This suddeU transition from 
one eztreiqe to the other, was without affectation or effort, 
like one who, by the eztensiveness of his genius, reaches to 
all the most opposite distances. I have often observed him 
at such conferences, and have as much admired the evan* 
gelieal condescension by which he became all things to all 
in«n> as the sublimity of his diaeourses. While he watched 
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over his flock with a daily care, heptayed in the deep retire^ 
meni qf internal MoUtude. The many thiaga which were 
generally admired in him, were nothing in comparison of 
that divine life by which he walked tinth God Uke JSnoch^ 
and was 4]nknown to'men." 
• 12. Fenelon, in the language of thode who knew his ^r- 
tue, but atill were willing to say something • to his discredit, 
was denominated a quietitt. This term is susceptible of a . 
good and a bad meaning. That quietude is bad which is 
the result of the ignorant and unbelieving pride of self; but 
it is not so with that quietude which is the resuU of an intel- 
ligent and believing acquiescence in the will of Grod. There 
is certainly great grace in being truly and religiously quiet 
in spirit It is a remark to be found in some of the pagan 
philosophers, that man can never be truly happy, until he 
arrives at such an inward tranquillity as excludes not only 
unprofitable actions, but even* useless thoughts* Heathenism 
had light enough to perceive the truth ; but, rendered weak 
in its sins, it had not power enough. to realize it It is 
Christianity alone which reveals the way,^ the truth, and the 
lifer It is Christianity, realized in the presence and opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, which gives that divine peace which 
nature perceives to .be necessary, but ijrhich God alone can 
impart The quietude whidi Was ascribed to Fenelon was 
that inward rest which the Saviour calls peace; and. of 
which it is declared there is no peace-to the wicked. It was 
that state of mind which the Saviour not only denominates 
peace, but which he describes as my peace,, in other words 
Chris fs peace, ^ the peace of God which passes understand- 
ing,'' that supported the archbishop of Cambray, in the trials . 
he endured, and in the duties of humanity and religion 
which he was called to discharge. 

. *f He dismissed, as fast as they arose," says an anonymous 
writer, <<aU useless ideas and disquieting . desires, to the end 
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Ihat he migbt preserve his sodi ptire and in peace; taken 
up with God, detached fiom every thing not divine. This ^ 
brought him to sqch.a simplicitj as. to be far from valaing 
himaelf for his. natural talents, accounting all but dross, OtcU 
he might win Ghfisty and he found, tn Aim," * 

13. He loved to contemplate Christ in his childhood and 
youth, as conveying to his jnind a more distinct idea of that 
meekness and simplicity of spirit which was so marked a 
trait in the. Baviour^s character. 

Among his beautiful religious meditations we find the fol- 
lowing, which, shows his feelinga in this tespect: — 

"I adore thee, infant Jesua! qaked, weeping, and lying 
in the manger. Thy childhood and poverty are become my 
delight. Oh that I could be thus poor, thus a child, like 
thee ! O Eternal Wisdom ! reduced to the condition <^ a 
little babe, take from me the vanity and presumptuousness 
of human wisdom. Make me a child with thee. Be silent 
ye teachers and sages of the earth ! I wish to know nothing 
but to be resigned, to be willing to suffer, to lose and forsake 
all, to be all faith. The Wobd made flesh! Now. silent, 
now he has an imperfect utterance, now weeps as a child. 
And shall I set up for being wise ? Shall I take a compla- 
cency in. my own schemes and systems ? Shall I be afraid, 
lest the world should. not have an opinion high enough of my 
capacity. No, no ; — all my pleasure shall be to decreasey 
to become .'little and obscure, to live in silence, to bear the 
reproach of Jesus crucified, and to add thereto the helpless- 
ness and imperfect utterance of Jesus a child." 

14. "To die to all his own abilities,'* says the writer to 
whom we have just how referred, " must have becin a thing 

- more painful to him than another. He understood thorough- 

* Anonymoas, bat supposed to be IMgby Brooke, the aathor of the 
English translation of the Life of Madame Giiyon. 
VOL. II. 26 
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Ij the principles of almoet all the liberal sciences. He had 
studied tl|e ancients of all kinds, poets, orators, and philoso- 
phers. He was well acquainted both with their faults and 
with their beauties. Yet he rejected that pompous erudi- 
tion which so powerfuUj tends to swell the mind with pride. 
He thought it his dnty to renounce all the false riches of the 
mind, and to be wise with sobriety. This is what those 
learned men and teachers, who are alwajs contending about 
frivolous questions, will never be able to comprehend." 

15. It was one characteristic of this remarkable and 
deeply pious man, that he bore the passions and faults of 
others with the greatest eqiwnimitj. This is an unostenta- 
tious but an important grace. He was faithful, without ceas- 
ing to be patient. Believing that the providence of God 
attaches to times as well as to things, and that there is a 
time for reproof as well as for every thing else, a time which 
may properly be denominated God's time, he waited calmly 
for the proper momoit of speaking. Thus keeping his 
own spirit in harmony with Grod, he was enabled to ad- 
minister reproof and to utter the most unpleasant truths 
without a betrayal of himself, and without giving offence to 
others. 

" It is often," he said, " our oum imperfection which makes 
us r^ove the imperfections of others; — a sharp-sighted 
self-love of our own, which cannot pardon the self-love of 
others. The passions of other men seem insupportable to 
him who is governed by his own. Divine charity makes 
great allowances for the weaknesses of others, bears with 
them, and treats them with gentleness and condescension. 
It is never over-hasty in its proceeding. The less we have 
of self-love, the more easily we accommodate ourselves to 
the imperfections of others, in order to cure them patiently, 
when the right season arrives for it Imperfect virtue is 
apt to be sour, severe, and implacable. Perfect virtue is 
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meek, afiable, and compaaaionate. It thinks of nothing but 
doing good, bearing others' burdens. It i» this principle of 
disinterestedness with regard to ourselves, and of compassion 
for others, which is the true bond of societ j.'' 

16. It was a natui-al result of his principles, that he in- 
culcated and practised reU^aus toleration. Without being 
indifferent to the principles and forms of religion, he had a 
deep oonyiction, that the appropriate weapon of religion, in 
its defence and in its extension, is that of hve. A man's 
belief is, and ought to be, sacred. We maj try to correct it 
by kind arguinent ; but in eveiy act beyond that, we violate 
the laws of the mind, as w^U as the claims of morals, and 
act without authority. Such were the views of Fenelon ; 
which he inculcated at a time, and under circumstances, 
which showed the firmness of his purpose as weU as the 
benevolence of his heart. 

We have already had occasion to notice, that, when he 
was appointed a missionary among the Protestants of Foitou, 
he accepted this difficult and delicate ofSice, only on the con- 
dition that the king should remove all the troops, and all 
appearance of military coercion, from those places to which 
he was to be sent in the exercise of a ministry of peace and 
love. In the latter period of his life, in the year 1709,. he 
was visited by a young prince at the episcopal residence* 
In the conversations which passed between them, the arch- 
bishop recommended to him, very emphatically, never to 
compel his subjects to change their religion. ^ Liberty of 
thought," said he, '^ is an impregnable fortress, which no 
human power can force. Violence can never convince ; it 
only makes hypocrites. When kings take it upon them to 
direct in matters c^ religion, instead of protecting it, they 
bring it into bondage. You ought, therefore, to grant to all 
a legal toleration ; not as approving every thing indifferently, 
but as suffering with patience what God suffers; endeavor- 
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ing in a proper manner to restore wick as are misled, but 
never by any measures but those of gentle and benevolent 
persnasion." 

17. Fenelon had many fnends who were affeciionatelj 
attached to him, in Versailles, Fans, and other parts of 
France ; but after the time of his banishment, which continued 
during the remainder of his life, he «aw them but very sel- 
dom. Many of them Were persons of eminent piety. A 
permanent separation from -such men was a source of afflic- 
tion ; but such were his habits of mind, which saw God in 
all things and all things in God, that he alleviated his sor- 
row by communing with them in spirit 

^ Let us all dwell," he says in one of his letters, ^< in our 
only CENTRE, where we continually meet, and are aU one 
and the same thing. We are very near, though we see not 
one another; whereas others, who even live in the same 
house, yet live at a great distance. Grod reunites all, and 
brings together the remotest points of distance in the hearts 
that are united to him. I am for nothing but unity ; that 
unity which binds all the parts to the centre. That which 
is not in unity is in separation ; and separation implies a 
plurality of interests, self in each too much fondled. When 
self is destroyed, the soul reunites in God ; and those who 
are united in Grod are not far from each other. This is the 
consolation which I have in your absence, and which enables 
me to bear this affliction patiently, however long it may 
continue."' 

18. The union of the soul in God, followed by the union 
of all worldly coifcems and interests, was the subject of fre- 
quent contemplation and remark. '^Oh! what a beautiful 
sight," he said frequently, << to see all kinds of goods in com- 
mon, nobody looking on his own knowledge, virtues, joys, 
riches, as his peculiar property ! It is thus, that the saints 
in heaven possess etfefy thing in Gody without having any 
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ihin^ of their wm. It is the flux and reflux of an infinite 
ocean of good, common to all, which satiates their desires, 
and completes their, happiness. Ferfectlj poor in them- 
selves, ihej are perfectly rich and happy in God, who is the 
true source of riches. • If this poverty of spirit, which, in 
depriving us of self, fills as with love, prevailed here below 
as it should do, we should hear no more those cold words of 
mine and thine. Being one in the abandonment of self and 
oiie in liarmony with God, we should be all at the same 
time rich and poor in unity." 

19. After Fenelon left Versailles, he never had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing his beloved pupil, the duke of Burgundy ; 
and it was a number of years before they had the means even 
of corresponding with each other by letter. But the duke, for 
whom he had labored so earnestly in personal efforts, and 
for whose benefit he had written his delightful Fables, his 
Dialogues, and the great and popular work entitled Telema- 
chus, never forgot him. And Fenelon, on his part, never 
ceased to counsel and encourage. . 

" Ofispring of Saint Louis ! *' he says, in one of his letters 
written a short time before the lamented death of the prince, 
** be like him$ mild,' humane, easy of access, affable, com- 
passionate, and liberal. Let your grandeur never hinder 
you from condescending to the lowest of yOur subjects, — 
yet in such a manner that thb goodness may never weaken 
your authority, nor lessen their Tespect^ Suffer not your- 
self to be beset by insinuating flatterers ; but value the pres- 
ence atid advice of men of virtuous principles. True virtue 
is often modest and retired. Princes have need of her, and 
therefore ought to seek her out. Place no confidence in any 
but those who hav6 the (iourage to contradict you with re- 
spect, and who love your prosperity and reputation better 
than your favor. Make yourself to be loved by the good, 
feared by. (he had, and esteemed byalL Hasten to reform 
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joondlf, that yoa may labor with success in the reformatioa 
ofothen." 

20. The effect of the correspondeiice of Fenelon with the 
duke of Burgundj inaj be seeu, among other evidencei 
which he gare, from the import of the following letter : — 

TO THE ABCHBISHOP OF CAMBBAT. 

^ Mj dear Atehbisbop, 

" I will endeavor to make use of the advice you give 
me. I ask an interest in your prayers, that God will give 
me his grace so to do. Desire of God more and more, that 
he will grant me the love of himself above all things else ; 
and that I may love my friends and love my enemies ik 
him and fob him. In the situation in which I am placed, 
I am obliged to listen to many remarks, and sometimes to 
those which are unfavorable. When I am rebuked for 
taking a course which I know to be a right one, 1, am not 
disquieted by it When I am made to see, that I have done 
wrong, I readily blame myself. And I am enabled sincerely 
to pardon all, and to pray for all, who wish me ill or who 
do me ill. 

" I do not hesitate to admit that I have faults ; but I can 
also add, that I have a fixed determination, whatever may 
be my failings, to give myself to God. Pray to him without 
ceasing, that he will be pleased to finish in me what he has 
already begun, and to destroy in me those evils which proceed 
from my fallen nature. — In respect to yourself, you may be 
assured that my friendship is always the same." 

21. Fenelon died in 1715, at the age of 65. His work 
was accomplished. It was found after his death, that he 
was without property and without debts; United with Christ, 
he had no fear. As he had the spirit, so he delighted in the 
language, of the Saviour. His dying words were, '<Tht 
WILL BE DoiTB." And thus he met God in peace. 
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There is, perhaps, not another man in modem times, 
-whose character has so perfectly harmonized in its favor 
all creeds, nations, and parties. His religion expanded his 
heart to the limits of the world. It was natural, therefore, 
that the whole human race should love his memory. In 
the time of the French revolution, when the chains which 
had been fastened by the tyranny of ages, were rent asunder 
by infuriated men, who, in freeing themselves from outward 
tyranny, forgot to free themselves from the domination of 
their own passions, the ashes of the good and great of other 
days, in the forgetfulnets of all just distinetions, were scat- 
tered by them to the four winds of heaven. But they wept 
over and spared the dust of Fenelon. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Of the influence of Madame Guyon upon Fenehn. Hemarke upon 
woman*$ influence. Madame Guyon transferted from the prison 
of Vincenne$ to thai of Vaugvrard. Her religious efforts there. 
Interference of the archbishop of Paris. FeeUn^sof the king 
towards Madame Guyon. His treatment of some members of the 
Seminary of Sl Cyr. He removes a son of Madame Guyon from 
his office of lieutenant in (he king's guards. Proceedings of Go- 
det MaraiSy bishop of Chartres. Feelings of Madame Guyon in 
relation to Fenehn. Visited in prison by the archbishop of Paris, 
who reads to her a letter from La Combe. Her feelings. A 
Poem. 

The natural traits of Fenelon were remarkable in them- 
aelves, and still more remarkable in the beauty of their com- 
bination. Religion added to the attractions of his character. 
At an early period of his life, he was a religious man ; — 
religious in the ordinary sense of the terms^ and with a 
reference to the common standard. 

But who pointed him to a higher inward life and brighter 
hopes, than had previously come within the scope either of 
his knowledge ' or his expectations ? And when he had set 
out upon this new way, the way of victory because it . was 
the way of holiness, who aided him, at every step of his 
progress, in giving clearness to his vision and strength to 
his doubting purposes ? Whose example was it, consecrated 
by tears and illustrated by labors, in the domestic circle and 
in the more public sphere, at home and abroad, in freedom 
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and in prison, that attracted I^is notice, excited his holj de- 
sires, and strengthened hia hopes ? 

It is impossible, with any snitable regard to troth and 
justice, to separate the influence of the instractions, of the 
exhortations and prayers, and of the personal life and exaoi- 
ple of Madame Gajon from the renovated nature, the benev- 
olent labors, and the sublime faith of Fenelon. 

2. And if any female should think these pages worthy of 
her perusal, let her gather the lesson from these statements, 
which truth and justice compel us to make, that woman's 
influence does not terminate, as is sometimes supposed, with 
the moulding and the guidance of the minds of children. 
We repeat here, what we have already had occasion to inti- 
mate in another place, that her task is not finished, when 
she sends abroad those whom she has borne and nurtured 
in her bosom, on their pilgrimage of action and duty in the 
wide world. Far from it. Man is neither safe in himself, 
nor profitable to othei^Sy when he lives dissociated from that 
benign influence which is to be found in woman's presence 
and character; — an influence which is needed in the projects 
and. toils of mature life, in the temptations and trials to which 
that period is especially exposed, and in the weakness and 
sufferings of age, hardly less than in (shildhood and youth. 

But it is not woman, gay, frivolous, and unbelieving, it is 
not woman separated &om those divine teachings which 
make all hearts wise, that can lay claim to the exercise of 
such an influence. But when she adds to the traits of sym- 
pathy, forbearance, and warm aflection, which characterize 
her, the strength and wisdom of a well-cultivated intellect, 
and the still higher attributes of religions faith and holy 
love, it is not easy to limit the good she may do, in all situa- 
tions and in all periods of life. 

3. To the last moment of his life, Fenelon bore the most 
decided testimony to the virtues of Madame Guyon ; while 
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his own personal history and doctrines were conclusive evi- 
dence of the inflaence she had exerted. When the contro- 
versy between Fenelon and Bossnet commenced, Madame 
Crayon was a prisoner in the castle of Yinoennes. And, as 
we here complete our narrative so far as it has relation to 
Fenelon, we naturally return to her again, to terminate, in a 
few pages more, the story of her remarkable lif^. 

At this time, as well as at all previous times, from the 
period in which she gave herself wholly to God, she was 
calm and patient. The walls which enclosed her had no 
terrors to a heart that recognised the presence of God as 
distinctly in sorrow as in joy. Not that her feeble constitu- 
tion did not suffer, or that she did not feel deeply her sepa]>- 
ation from her friends, but she had inward supports, which 
enabled her to rise above such sufferings ; and with Paul 
and Silas she sang songs in prison. 

4. Madame Gruyon was imprisoned in the castle of Tin- 
cennes on the Slst of December, 1695. She remained in 
this prison about nine months. Her imprisonment seems to 
have been severe. She was allowed the company of the 
pious maid-servant who had so long attended her, and who 
was her daughter in the gospel ; but she was not permitted, 
except under great restrictions, to see her relatives and 
other friends, or to correspond with them. She wrote many 
of her poems here, and added some passages to her auto- 
biography. Whether it was because her physical system 
would not bear such close and long'^^ontinued confinement, 
or whether those who were the principal agents in restrain- 
ing her, were touched with some degree of pity, we do not 
know. We know the fact, however, that after the expira- 
tion of nearly a year, she was removed from Vincennes, and 
imprisoned at Yaugirard, a village in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of Paris. Some circumstances lead to the conclu- 
sion, that ahe weiit to her new place of imprisonment on the 
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2dth of August, 1696. She did not go before; and might 
not have gone until a short time after. Her pious maid* 
servant, who had been a great consolation to her, was de- 
tained for a longer period at Yincennes. 

5. At the prison of Yaugirard, from which she was 
snbsequentlj transferred to the Bastille, she remained till 
September, 1698, a little more than two years. Her prison 
at Yaugirard seems to have been a place of confinement 
connected with a monastery at that village. It was under* 
stood by her, when she went there, that she would have a 
little more liberty than was allowed her at YincMines. And 
with this understanding, her strong desire to benefit souls 
returned. She saw her friends more frequently than she 
had recently done ; she corresponded with them, and en- 
deavored to inspire the true life of faith in the sisters of 
the monastery, whenever she had opportunity to speak to 
them. There was every appearance that the same spiritual 
results would follow her labors here as elsewhere* 

6. The archbishop of Paris, at whose suggestion and 
request she had been transferred to Yaugirard, became 
alarmed. He knew the fedings of the king; and that it 
was indispensable, if she continued to remain there, that 
these things should stop. Accordingly she was reduced to 
the painful necessity of signing a paper, in which she agreed 
expressly to cease from such labors. The paper is dated 
the 9th of Octobw, 1696. In this paper she promises to 
place herself, in the particulars specified, under the watch 
and direction of the curate of the seminary of St. Sulpitius ; 
and, without his express permission, to receive no visits, hold 
DO conversations, and write no letters. 

To one who had the feelings of Madame Guyon, whose 
life it was to do good, such a prohibition must have been 
exceedingly painful. But, as she was entirely in the power 
of those who thought it proper to impose these restraints^ 
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she ooald not well do otherwise than submit to them. Any 
other course would h«ye merely resulted in subjecting her 
again to the severer imprisonment of Yincmmes^ without 
giving her any greater religious privilege. Her only re- 
floorce now was prayer. 

7. This state of things will be the better understood, when 
we keep in mind the feelings of the king. It h remarkable, 
that a man whose mind was occupied with plans of vast extent, 
•Qch as perhaps no French monarch before him had enter- 
tained, should enter into a contest, which may well be called a 
personal contest, with an unprotected woman. But so it was. 

Afler the remarkable attention to teligion in the Female 
Seminary of St Cyr, already mentioned in another place, 
which was attributed to the influence of Madame Guyon, 
and which was supposed to be conducted on principles allied 
to those of Protestantism, Louis, who was greatly offended, 
not only insisted on thd exclusion of Madame Guyon, but 
came to St Cyr personally, instituted •an examination into 
the state <^ things himself, and removed from the seminary 
three of the most pious ladies connected with-it The only 
reason assigned was their sympathy with the new doctrine 
of an inward and purified life sustained by faith. So that, 
like Fenelon, ahe was obliged to suffer, not only in her own 
paw>n, but in the person of her friends also. 

8. For this treatment of the ladies of St Cyr, the king 
might perhaps have^ alleged a reason, apparently satisfactory, 
founded in his zeal for the church and his opposition to aU 
forms "of heresy. But such a reason «ould not well be 
alleged for his treatment of a son of Madame Guyon. Her 
second son, a young mail of promise, had been appointed 
a year or two previous a lieutenant in the king's guards. 
Nothing was alleged against his character or conduct ; but 
such was the king's hostility .to Madame Guyon, and his de- 
termination to crush iter the more effectaally by crushing all 
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-who were connected with her, that he unceremoniously re- 
moved her son from the public service. 

9. The zeal of the king, when it was fuUj understood 
what his views and wishes were, was seconded by the prompt 
and effective cooperation of a number of the bishops. This was 
particularly the case with Godet Marais, bishop of Chartres, 
within the limits of whose diocese St. Cyr was situated. As 
the alleged heresy had made its appearance in a seminary 
f(H- whose religious charac^r and interests he felt especially 
responsible, he issued, as the head and spiritual father of his 
diocese, an ecclesiastical ordinance, in which he condemned 
the writings of Madame Guyon, as /a&«, rtzsh, impious^ 
heretical, and tending to renew the errors of Luther and 
Cahnn. 

Not satisfied with this, he instituted personally a minute 
examination of all the rooms and private apartments of the 
seminary of St. Cyr, and took away all the writings of 
Madame Guyon which he found there ; and among other 
things some manuscripts and letters of Fenelon. Madame 
Maisonfort, a pious and highly educated lady, who had the 
immediate charge of the seminary, remonstrated against such 
violent and unjust proceedings, but without effect* 

10. These transactions, and others like them, took place, 
at different times and under different circumstances, from 
1695 to 1698. They added to the sorrows of Madame 
Guyon's imprisonment ; but did not lead her to doubt for a 
moment of the goodness and truth of God. Both at Yin- 
cennes and at Yaugirard, she kept herself informed, to a 
considerable extent, of the progress of events. But there 
was nothing which touched her feelings so deeply as the 
trials of Fenelon. She had been the instrument, in the 

* Belation de TOrigine, da Ftogr^, et de 1a Condemnation da Qoi^t- 
isme, p. 155—7. 
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hands of Fro^idencey of bringing to Im noUoe the greai doo 
trine of present and entire holiness ; — a doctrine realized 
in the form of pure or perfect love, and resting upon faith 
as its basis. With the greatest earnestness and persever- 
ance, she had watched for him and prayed for him ; had 
warned and entreated him. She had the happiness of see- 
ing her labors and prayers answered. God, in the person 
of the Holy Ghost, had descended and taken possession of 
the mind so dear to her ; — so that he had become one with 
God, and in God had become one with herself. Appre- 
ciating also his great learning, his powers of reasoning and 
imagination, and his cultivated taste^ she naturally indulged 
the hope, that he might illustrate and saecessfuUy pn^^uigate 
those religious views which, in common with some of the 
most devoted pers(ms in all ages of the church, she regarded 
80 important. 

But darkness had gathered upon th^ prospect, whicb 
would otherwise have been so dieering. When the secular 
arm had united with the religious, and kiogs were in alliance 
with bishops, there seemed but little hope. When she 
thought of these things, as she sat alone in her solitary cell, 
tears sometimes filled that bright eye which |he lapse of 
half a century had not yet made dim* 

11. It was under these drcumstan^s, when she had been 
at Yangirard nearly two years, the doors of hepr prison sud- 
denly opened. Her old acquaintance. Monsieur de iC^oailles, 
archbishop of Paris, accompanied by Monsieur Lachetardie, 
the curate of the seminary of St. Sulpitius, presented himself 
before her. With a seriousness of air, which seemed to him 
to be warranted by the occasion) the archbishop informed 
her of the reasons of his coming. He held in his hand a 
letter, and read it It purported to be from Father La 
Combe^ addressed to Madame Guyoa ; in which La Combe, 
without naming them, referred dbtincdy to irregularities 
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into which they had both fallen, and exhorted her to repent 
The letter was no aeoner read, than the archbishop and the 
curate, unfavorably impressed by insinuations which seemed 
to imply gtiilt, conjured her, in the most earnest and sdemn 
manner, to do homage to truth, and to merit forgiveness by 
a sincere confession of her faults. 

But, worn down as she was by the sorrows of her impris- 
onment, her offended innocence gave her strength to reply. 
She said, however, but a few words. And it was simply 
this. The letter which had been read to her, which she 
was not permitted to see, was either a forgery ; or Father 
La Combe, worn out by the severity of his long imprison- 
ment, had entirely lost his powers of perception and memory, 
and had written it, without knowing what he wrote, at the 
instigation of another. Further than this, she did not think 
it her duty to notice this accusation. Her perfect self- 
possession, her serious aild unaffected air of innocence, the 
conviction which suddenly flashed upon their own minds, 
that an attempt had been made to destroy the most devoted 
and virtuous of women by the foulest of means, compelled 
them to leave her prison with a shame to themselves, hardly 
less than the sorrow which they brought to her. 

12. The secret history of this atrocious movement is 
not well known. The long banishment and imprisonments 
whi^h La Combe had suffered, as an advocate of the doc- 
trines of Madame Guyon, had affected both his mental and 
physical system. So obviously was this the ease, that those 
who had the eharge of him thought it necessary to transfer 
him from the place of his imprisonment, in a distant part of 
France, to the public hospital for sick and lunatic persona 
established in the village of Qharenton, a few miles from 
Paris, Qn his way there, he was lodged a few days in the 
castle of Vincennes; where the paper to which we have 
referred wai prepared, and his signature was obtained. 
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Shortly after his arriyal at Charenton, he died ; but it was 
satisfjictorilj ascertained, that at the time of his death, and 
for some time before, he had not sufficient power of percep- 
tion and reasoning to know what he did, and to render him 
accountable for his acts. These circumstances were not 
known to the archbishop of Paris, when the paper, which he 
was requested to convey to Madame Gujon, was put into 
his hands. 

13. The historians of the life of Fenelon agree in assert- 
ing, that this ungenerous and wicked attempt was aimed as 
much and perhaps still more at Fenelon, than at Madame 
Gujon. The enemies of Fenelon were astonished at the 
powers of argument and of eloquence which he displayed in 
his controversy with Bossuet ^hej saw themselves on the 
point of being defeated ; and, as Fenelon never denied his 
acquaintance with Madame Guyon and his sincere respect 
and friendship for her, they seemed to have but one way lefb 
to them, that of destroying his reputation and throwing doubt 
upon his morals, by first destroying hers. If there had been 
any thing wrong between Madame Guyon and La Combe, 
''It was expected," says Butler, « that the ascertainment of 
the fact would indirectly operate to the detriment of Fene- 
lon, by exposing his connection with her to a like suspicion." 
The attempt did not succeed ; but originating in the deepest 
depravity, and aimed as she knew it to be at Fenelon as 
well as herself, it could not fail to inflict a deep wound upon 
her already afflicted spirit. 

14. Her poems, the greater part of which were written 
in her imprisonments, have frequent allusions to the trials 
which she was thus called to endure, and to the faith which 
sustained her. The following stanzas, without being a trans- 
lation of any one poem, embody sentiments which are found 
in many: — 
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THE LIGHT ABOVE US. 



There is a light in yonder skies, 
A ligbt unseen by outward eyes ; — 
But clear and bright to inward sense, 
It shines, the star of Providence. 

The radiance of the central throne, 
It comes from God, and Crod alone ; — 
The ray that never yet grew pale, 
The star that ** shines within the veil." 

And faith, uncheck'd by earthly fears, 
Shall lift its eye, though fill'd with tears. 
And while around 'tis dark as night, 
Untired, shall mark that heavenly light 

In vain they smite me. Men but do 
What God permits with different view ;— 
To outward sight they wield the rod. 
But faith proclaims it all of God. 

Unmoved, then, let me keep my way ; 
Supported by that cheering ray 
Which, shining distant, renders clear 
The clouds and darkness thronging near. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1698. Thinsf erred Jhm Vaugirard to the BastiUe. Some account 
of (he Bastille. Extract from a letter of Madame Guyon. Man 
of tJie iron mask. Madame Guyon*s maidservant imprisoned 
in the Bastille. Her personal history. Her religious character. 
Her letters. Her death. Situation of Madame Guyon. The 
religious support tohick she experienced. 

The failure of the attempt to min the character of Ma- 
dame Guyon, and in her ruin to involve that of Fenelon, 
teems to have exasperated her enemies more and more. 
Thej showed their dissatisfaction by obtaining an order from 
the king, which required her to be transferred from her 
prison at Yaugirard to one of the towers of the Bastille. 
She became a prisoner in that abode of wretchedness in 
September, 1698. 

2. The prison of the Bastille, in which Madame Guyon 
was now incarcerated, has become historical. It has been 
demolished, it is true ; but, while an interest in the history 
of the human race remains, it will nat ^ase to be remem- 
bered. The Bastille, the erection of which began in the 
year 1370, was composed of high and large towers, united 
together by thick walls enclosing two large courts which 
were separated from each other by other walls intervening ; 
the whole being enclosed by a* deep and wide ditch. At 
the base of all the towers were dungeons. Each tower, 
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GROUND PLAN OF THE BASTILLE 




A . Avenue Itom. St . -Anthonys Street.— B . EntraiLc e . and first dravd)ri(i ge . — 
C. The Governor's house.— D. J'irst court— E. Avenue leading to the gate of 
the fbrtress.— F. Drawhridge and gutes of the ibrtress.— G. Guard housea. — 
H. The great com! irithin the towers. — I. Staircase leading* to the Coiunil 
Chamber.— K. C ounciL Chamber.— L . Court du Puits , or Well C ourt .— M . ^Va v 
to the garden.— X. Steps leading into the garden.— 0. Cardent- P. Tlie mo at 
of the fortress.- Q. Passi^ to the Arsenal garden.- B. A Wooden road round 
the yraRa for the night patrole .— 1 . Towerdu Puits - 2. Tower de la Liberie — 
3. TowerdelaBertaudiere.— 4 TowerdelaBaziniere.— 5. TowerdelaComtr? 

6. TowerduTresor.-7. TowerdelaChapelle.— 8. Towerdu Coin. 
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eighty feet in height above the dungeon, consisted of four 
stories. The dungeons were below the level of the ground ; 
some of them admitted a little light ; others were perfectly 
dark. There was no stove or fire-place in any of them. It 
was in these dreadful abodes, that the two princes of Armag- 
nac were immured by the orders of Louis Eleventh ; one of 
whom, overcoine by the weight of wretchedness and despair, 
lost his reason ; the other, set at liberty upon a change of 
the government, published an lusoount of his sufferings. 

Above the dungeons rose successively four apartments, 
each occupying a single story. These apartments, all of 
which were prisons, were in the form of irregular polygons ; 
eighteen feet across the floor and eighteen feet high; ex« 
oepting the apartment of the upper story, which was a little 
smaller. The walls were twelve feet thick at the highest 
part of the tower, and they increased in thickness as they ap- 
proached the bottom. The doors of the prisons in the towers 
were of oak and double ; each three inches in thickness. 
Each of the prisons above the dungeon had one window, 
which was secured, on the outside, by an iron grate of pro- 
digious strength. The chimneys also were secured by iron 
grates, crossing the vent at proper distances. The floors 
were laid with stone or tiles. 

8. Each tower had its name, and each apartment had its 
numbet* ; so that it was not necessary to say who the pris* 
oners were when orders were given in respect to them, or 
when tfaey happened to be the subjects of conversation; 
but only to mention them in the language of the place, as 
No. One, in the tower du Tr$9or, No. Two, in the tower 
de la Gom£ky and Wi on. Most of the apartments had the 
same kind of furniture, both as to the number of articles and 
their qaality. It usually consisted of a bed, a table, a chair, 
a basin, and a large earthen pitcher for holding water, a 
brass candlestick, a broom^ and a tinder-bogc 
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4. When the prisoners entered these dreadful abodes, 
their names were entered in a register, with the dates of 
their arrival, and with the specification of the towers and 
the numbers of the towers, to which they were assigned. 
They were then subjected to a strict search ; and every 
thing was taken from them, except such clothing as was 
absolutely necessary. The large and stony apartments, in 
which they were enclosed, if they were so much favored as 
to escape an incarceration in the dungeons, were exceeding- 
ly cold in winter; and, as they were not capable of ventila- 
tion, the prisoners suffered no less from the unpleasant heats 
of summer ; a grievance which was increased by the steams 
issuing from the water that putrified in the ditch below. 
Iron cages, and other instruments of torture, were kept in 
reserve for those who were refractory. 

5. It was in one of these abodes of sorrow that Madame"^ 
Guyon was shut up. Four years she remained there ; and, 
so far as any thing appears on the subject, in entire solitary 
confinement. It was thought necessary, by those who knew 
her influence and thought it unfavorable, that twelve feet of 
thick wall, built up on every side, should guard her against 
making any further exertions in the cause of Christ Shut 
out from the world, from her friends, from the pleasant light 
of the sun, she had nothing to do but to bow in the silence 
and acquiescence of religious trust. Deprived of the privi- 
lege of seeing her friends personally, she was not even 
allowed to write to them. But the evidence of her whole 
life shows what her feelings must have been ; and that her 
faith did not cease to be triumphant, even in this aggravated 
trial. In one of her letters, written just before her removal 
to the Bastille and in anticipation of her imprisonment there, 
which she naturally regarded as a precursor of still harsher 
treatment, she says : — "I feel no anxiety in view of what 
my enemies will do to me. I have no fear of any thing but 
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of hetn^ left to myself, So long as Grod is with me, neither 
imprisonment nor death will have anj terrors. Fear not 
If thej should proceed to extremities, and should put me to 
death, Come and see me die* Do as Mary Magdalen did, 
who never left Him that taught her the science of purk 

LOVE." 

6. In noticing the date of Madame Gujon's imprison- 
ment, I could not help heing reminded, that hut a few feet 
from her, perhaps in the next dungeob, was the celebrated 
prisoner who is known in history as the Man of the Iron 
Mask. A very few persons knew who he was. To them 
the knowledge was limited; and the secret has died with 
them. The common supposition is, that he was a twin 
brother of Louis Fourteenth ; and that, in order to prevent 
his putting forth pretensions and claims to the throne, he 
was shut out from all intercourse with men, and even from 
all knowledge of himself. For the purpose of entire con* 
cealment he wore a mask, of which the lower part had steel 
springs, contrived so that he could eat without taking it off. 

An old physician of the Bastille, who had often attended 
this remarkable man in his seasons of ill health, declared 
that he had never been allowed to see his face, though he 
had often examined his tongue and other parts of his person. 
When Madame Guyon was shut up in the Bastille, the man 
of the iron mask, though bom to the inheritance of all the 
joys and honors which earth can give, had been a solitary 
prisoner thirty-seven years. Probably he did not know his 
own history ; he had scarcely been allowed to see any hu- 
man being from infancy ; he lived in the most cruel exclu- 
sion from all that makes life desirable, shut out from nature, 
from knowledge, and from man. 

7. The question naturally arises. Was he exduded from 
religious knowledge, as well as from a knowledge of almost 
every thing else ? Had he the consolations of rdigion ? Did 
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he Imow of that peaceful home, where the wicked cease 
from troublingi and where the weary are at rest ? No one 
can telL But we know this : — if the woman of faith and 
prayer, who was shot up within the same massive walls, had 
known his unparalleled situation, he would have had all that 
her purified and believing spirit could have given of warmest 
sympathy and of earnest supplication. As it was, without 
knowing who were the broken hearts around her, she never 
ceased to pray for the prisoner. 

8. Madame Gruyon was imprisoned in the Bastille in 
1698. Afterwards, but still nearly at the same time, her 
maid-servant, who remained at Yincennes after she was 
transferred to Yaugirard, was also removed to the Bastille. 
Of this pious and devoted woman, to whom frequent refeiv 
ence is made in the writings and history of the subject of 
this memoir, I propose to say a few words in the remaining 
part of this chapter. 

Madame Quyon became acquainted with her at Paris, at 
an early period of her widowhood* Laboring without cess2^ 
ftion, wherever there was opportunity, she was the instru- 
ment, in the hands of Grod, of leading her, then a young girl^ 
to the knowledge of Christ, And seeing in her the traits of 
good judgment and firmness of purpose, she employed her 
as a domestic in her family. 

9. When she left Paris for die purpose of prosecuting 
her labors in the distant parts of France and in Savoy^ she 
took this maid-servant with her. It is a proof of the degree 
to which she secured the confidence of her mistress, that 
Madame Guyon entrusted to her special and almost exclu- 
sive care her surviving daughter, Marie Jeanne Guyon; — 
who became afterwards, by marriage, the countess of Yaux.* 

* Marie Jeanne Ghtyon, eeeond daughter of Madame Guyon, was first 
VMfried to: LoiiiB TXMm Fmuinet, i^ of Foa^aet, tbe oelebiated inten- 
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She was with Madame Gujon at Gex, at ThouoOi and 
Grenoble. 

10. When her mistreas, in the prosecution of the benevo- 
lent labors to which she had devoted herself^ left Grenoble 
for Italy, in the year 1686, she left her daughter behind in 
the care of this maid. On her return from Italy to Grenoble, 
and from Grenoble to Paris, her maid-servant came with 
her. When Madame Guyon was first imprisoned in the 
convent of St Mary in Paris, they were designedly separa- 
ted from each other. There is some reason to suppose, that 
the maid-servant was impriscmed at the same time in the 
castle of Vincennes. It is certain that she was imprisoned 
there twice. Afterwards we find them together, in a state 
of voluntary sedusion, in the convent of the Visitation at 
Meaux. When Madame Guy<« returned from Meaux to 
Paris, and found it necessary to conceal herself for some 
months in an obscure house in the street of St. Anthony, this 
maid was with her. After being ocmcealed for some time, 
as we have already had occasion to relate^ she was discov« 
ered by the agents of the pditce from the eircumstanoe, some- 
what unusual, that all the persons going into the house were 
seen to enter it by means of private keys, and without knock- 
hig at the door.* 

So dosdy were they united, and so de^ly imbued was 
the maid with the prindples of the mistress, that, when Ma- 
dame Guyon was arrested and imprisoned at Yincennes, it 
was thought necessary that her maid-eervant should be in- 
earcerated with her. It was there that the mistress com- 
posed rdigious songs ; her fidthfiil domestic and attendant 

dant of the finances. Being left a widow by the death of her husband, 
she afterwards manied, o& the 14di of IFeb. 1719, Marimilian Henry 
de Bethnne, duke of Sully^See Baosset, I. 298. 
* Bdation dn (^oi^tisme, ftc^ p. 154. 
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eommitted them to memorj ; and thej sang them together. 
They were separated, when Madame Gujon was transferred 
to the prison of Yaugirard. They were afterwards hoth sent 
to the Bastille. 

11. It is not enough to say of this faithful woman, to 
whom Madame Guyon was so much indebted, that she was 
pious. Her piety, founded upon the principles of conse- 
cration and futh, was intelligent, whole-hearted, and perse- 
vering. 

One of the remarkable things in her character, which is 
too much overlooked by Christians, was her appreciation of 
God's providence. In desiring to be what God would have 
her to be, and to be nothing more and nothing less, she in- 
cluded time and place, as well as disposition and action. 
She had not a doubt, that God, who had given remarkable 
powers to Madame Guyon, had called her to the great work 
in which she was employed. But knowing that her beloved 
mistress could not go alone, but must constantly have some 
female attendant, she had the conviction equally distinct, 
that she was called to be her maid'Servant. Such were the 
relations existing between them, and such was their adapted- 
ness to each other, she could not well avoid the conclusion, 
that this field of labor was the sphere of Providence to her ; 
and though, in a worldly point of view, it might not have 
had great attractions, she accepted it with cheerfulness, and 
filled it with fidelity. And he, who called her to this work, 
alone can tell how much the world is indebted to the prayers 
and to the humble but necessary labors of this pious servant 

12. She was a person of a strong understanding, as well 
as of a pious heart Her letters show thb. She took a 
strong hold of the truth ; and her purpose was fixed to main- 
tain it. Nothing could turn her from what she believed to 
be the will of God. Threatenings and promises were em- 
ployed to induce her to say something to the disadvantage 
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of Madame Gujon.* But her faith was not of that kind 
which can be bought with money. And while she was firm 
in her purpose, not to say any thing against her spiritual 
friend and mother, she seems to have been imprisoned 
chiefly for the purpose of preventing her from saying or 
doing any thing openly and publicly in her favor. It is at 
least difficult to divine any other adequate motive. 

13. The religious principles she adopted, were those 
which are found in the writings of Madame Guyon ; — justi- 
fication by faith in distinction from justification by works ; 
human accountability and power existing and exercised in 
conformity and in cooperation with divine grace; — the 
gradual but thorough sanctification of the heart through the 
agency of the Holy Ghost, made present and opei^tive in 
the soul through faith; — and this sanctification showiog 
itself in the form of disinterested or rather of unselfish love ; 
— a love, in other words, which loves every thing that is 
lovely, as it ought to be loved, and not otherwise. 

On these principles it seemed to her that the gospel ex- 
hibited itself not merely as a plan or scheme for escaping 
punishment, but as containing also the element of spiritual 
restoration and of inward life. She regarded the new life 
in Christ when perfected, the same as Christ's life, or 
God's life; and those who have experienced the inward 
spiritual renovation . to the extent of pure or perfect love, 
as truly one with God. It was at this great object that she 
aimed. ^ 

14. She did not allow herself to spend time in estimating 
the comparative value of Grod and Mammon. God was all 
to her. She crucified and trampled under foot all that stood 
between her soul and the divine will. Ceasing to regard 

* See A Dissertation on Pure Love by the Archbishop of Cambray 
together with an Apologetic FrefiMse, &c. Dublin, 1739. p. 97. 
VOL. II. 28 



826 LIFE AJID XSLIGIOUa XZSBBIENQE 

earth ai her place of residence, she coald say in nn^plicitj 
and truth of spirit, but without repining, — 

" Oh ! cease, my wandering soul, 
On restless wing to roam ; 
All ihis wide world, to either pole, 
Hm not for thee a home." 

Her imprisonment, therefore, as she looked forward to 
another and dearer ahode, was less severe to her than it 
might have been to others. But it is very obvious, that this 
was owing to her state of mind, and not to any spirit of alle- 
Tiation and kindness on the part of those who troubled her. 
After the departure of Madame Guyon for Yaugirard, she 
was in solitary confinement, the most trying situation possi- 
ble. She was not only not allowed to see her friends, but 
not allowed to correspond with them. It is true, she found 
means to write a few letters ; but it. was not owing to any 
kindness or permission on the part of those who kept hdr in 
prison. 

15. The following letter to her brother, which is found in 
the Freneh edition of the life of Madame Guyon, goes to 
confirm, I think, what has been said in relation to her con- 
sistent and well-established pie^. 

[Prison of Vinciennes, y 1697.] 

" My very dear Brother, 

^ I do not know that I shall ever have the consolation 
of seeing you again. I should be gl^id to see you, and stOl 
more on your aoeount than on my own. That is to say, I 
should be glad, if it were Grod's will ; for I have no desires 
and no consolations separate from him. Whenever I am 
permitted to see you, I shall speak freely in relation to Ma- 
dame Guyon. If I have hitherto been somewhat reserved 
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in regard to her^ I can mentum reasons for it whieh will 
satisfy you. 

^' I am sensible, my dear brother, of the good disposition 
of your heart ; and weU I know that you love me. I never 
can forget your great care and concern in relation to my 
welfare, when we were about to part from each other ; and 
how much troubled yon were In seeing me forsake the ad- 
vantages the world held out. 

'< But God called me, and I was obliged to go. It was 
the will of my heavenly Father, that I should be separated 
from every thing that bound me down to earth. It was 
Qod who gave me strength to withstand the solicitations of 
a brother's love. If your house, my dear brother, had been 
made of precious stones, and if I could have been treated 
and hcmored in it as a queen, yet I should have forsaken all 
to follow God, who called me, not to pleasures, but to suffer* 
ing. I had inward as well as outward crosses ; but, gently 
and joyfully, I went on, following God. I prayed in myself, 
that I might be faithful to the cross. 

" And now, my dear brothei', if I had stopped and at- 
tempted to explain and to reason with you at that time, 
what would you have said? What would you have don^? 
You would have said, I was very unwise, very foolish. 
With very good intentions on your part, you would have 
raised a multitude of objections, and have obstructed my 
greatest good. Ton would have stood in the way of what I 
cannot £ul to regard as my greatest consolation, yea, my 
boundless joy, my sweet repose, which t> in aU things to do 
the mU of God, I can truly say, that, stao^ng in God's 
will, and doing and suffermg his will, I have something 
which strengthens, animates, and enccmrages me ; I am fed 
with a nourishment which the. world cannot give. And, on 
the other hand, not to doOod's will,,when it is presented 
before me, is taxyr^ dreadful to ma than heU. JF, when I 



828 LIFB AHD BBLIOI0U8 EXPEBISKOB 

was called to leave mj friends and home, and go with Ma- 
dame Goyon, I had refused to do it, the grace of God would 
have been taken from me and given to another. And after 
SQch unfaithfulness and such loss, what could I have done ? 
I should never have had repose or quiet of soul, which is to 
be found in Grod only. 

<^But I ean talk and reason with jo)i now, my dear 
brother, without fear. Your arguments and wishes can now 
have but little effect in placing an obstacle between myself 
and the sufferings to which God calls me. There is but 
little danger of my getting away from the prison of Vin- 
cennes, where I have been confined twice. I have been in 
prison this last time nearly three years. Whether I shall 
ever be released again in this life, I know not Perhaps I 
shall have no other consolation in this life, than what I find 
in suffering. 

*' I am not allowed any materials for writing ; nor is it an 
easy thing for written communications to pass in and out of 
my cell. Unexpectedly, however, I obtained soibe sheets 
of paper ; and, using soot instead of ink, and a bit of stick 
instead of a pen, I have been enabled to write this. But I 
do it in the utmost hazard and jeopardy. It is my hope, 
that you will receive what I write, and that, with the divine 
blessing, it may one day be a means of comforting you in 
my imprisonment ; for it seems to me that you have an hun- 
dred times more trouble and concern about it than I have. 
Not a day passes in which I do not thank Grod that he has 
imprisoned me here. I cannot forget the time when I laid 
myself upon his altar, to be his in joy and in sorrow ; and I 
regard my imprisonment as a pleasing evidence, that he did 
not reject the sacrifice. In permitting me to suffer for him, 
he has done me a great favor. 

^ I feel for those who have affiicted and persecuted us. I 
indulge the hope, that Grod will, in time, open the eyes of 
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those among tbem who are upright, but have acted wronglj 
from false views. It is my desire especially, that thej maj 
be led to understaud and appreciate the character of Ma- 
dame Gujon ; < a preciaua itane^' I maj well call her, whose 
brightness has not been dimmed, but rather embellished, bj 
their attempts to tarnish it. Having been with her twelve 
years, I think I know her character thoroughly. If it is a 
blessing to have her personal acquaintance, it is an honor 
also to share in her sufferings. Having been the constant 
witness of her devoted piety, I hope I have imbibed some- 
thing of her spirit. It has seemed to me, that I have seen 
the divine nature manifested in her in a remarkable man- 
ner ; and, wherever I discover ihe traces and footsteps of 
God, I make haste to follow. 

<* We are now separated from each other ; I am in this 
prison alone, she in another place ; but we are still united 
in spirit The walls of a prison may confine the body ; but 
they cannot hinder the union of souls. It is the love of 
Christ which unites us. It is in Christ, and for Christ's 
sake, that I love her, and that we love each others and my 
love is continually increasing. 

** Do not wonder, my dear brother, that I do not go into 
'particulars. Is it not enough to say, that she was an instru- 
ment in the hands of God to bring me to a knowledge of 
himself, -— that Gk>d whom I now love, and whom I shall 
love for ever ? She taught me the great lesson of self-denial, 
of dying to the life of nature, and of living only to the will 
of God. I never can forget the diligence she used, the 
patience she exhibited, and the holy love which animated 
her in my behalf. So do not wonder that I love her. Tea, 
I love her because she loves the Grod whom I love ; and it 
is with a love which is real, living, and operative. And 
this loye has the power of uniting our hearts' in a manner 
which I am unable to express ; but it seems to me, that it is 

VOL. II. 28 * 
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the banning of that iinioii which we shall hare in hearen^ 
where the, love of God will anite oi all in hinoL 

^ With this disoorery of mj feelings, mj dear brother^ 
and hoping that 70a wOl now be at rest in the matters which 
have hitherto troaUed yon, I bid jou adien. / * 

16. The following is another letter book the same pious 
maid-eeryant to an ecclesiastic* 

'*TO GOD BE ALL THE GLORT." 

. ** Reverend Father, 

<' I will endeavor to explain to 70a the sentiments of 
m7 heart in as few words as possible. That I suffer I do 
not deny ; but it is a satisfaction. to saj, that I bear the cross 
fcilUnj^^. I would rather die than be unwilling to bear it 
Nothing could express m7 sorrow and wretchedness, if I 
should find in m78elf an impatient disposition. I bless the 
Lord that he has given me other sentiments. I feel that I 
am not onl7 resigned to Grod, but entirel7 given up to him. 
Most tenderl7 do I love his hol7 will; and I shall not cease 
to love and adore it, whatever ma7 be his dispensations 
towards me. And therefore do I esteem m7self happ7 in 
being a prisoner for the Lord's sake. 

** It is true, that I hear the sighing and crying of outward 
nature ; but let it complain. That inner nature which has 
its life from faiih, pays no attention to it. So strong is m7 
heart in the Lord, that I have ceased to trouble mTSelf about 
an7 new cross. It seems as if I had become inured and 
hardened to trial. Is there anj thing which I do not feel 
read7 to suffer ? I Idve the cross with a true love, because 
I see God m it, and it makes me more nearl7 acquainted 
with him. 

^' I am now separated from my beloved mistress, Madame 
Guyon. If it be the will of God, that I shall no more s^e 
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her on earih, I bare no dotibt that I shall see her in heayen. 
The power of man does not reach there* Even in this life, 
our separation from each other in persdn does not caase a 
separation in spirit. I love her as being made one with 
her in Christ ;-*— in him and fob him* So closely are we 
united, though separated in body, that, when I pray to God, 
she seems to be always present with me. Being one with 
Christ, I do not know how I oould separate from her without 
separating myself from the Saviour. . Our union, therefore, 
shall never be broken ; neither in earth nor in heavep. It 
is an union of the cross upon earth, and an union of the pos- 
session of God in eternity. It is this hope which enlivens 
my soul. 

'^I think. Reverend Father, you would not regard me as 
expressing myself too strongly in relation to my love for 
Madame Guyon, if yoU knew what a blessing she has been 
to me. God made her the instrument of revealing himself 
to my heart And I experienced her advice and aid in all 
that subsequent struggle, which was necessary in denying 
and subduing the life of nature, and bringing it into subjec* 
tion. Under her instructions and prayers, the love of Christ 
grew so strongly within me, that it seemed to be written and 
engraven, as it were, upon my heart, in characters deep, and 
never &ding. And the more I love Grod, the more closely 
I find myself bound to her. Who, then, shall separate us ? 
Neither persecutions nor- prisons, neither men nor devils, 
nor any thing else, shall separate us from the love of Christ ; 
— and what, then, shall separate us from each other? It is 
always in the sweet and lovely heart of Jesus, where my 
life reposes^ that I find her. Saviour I I lift up my 
heart and hands unto thee, and return thee thanks for uniting 
me to one who loves thee so tenderly and purely. 

'' I repeat again, that, in my imprisonment, nature suffers 
grievously ; but yet I would not be without suffering* It is 
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in the utmost sinoerity I assert, that I have a secret fear of 
being without suffering. The crou^ in the sense of suffer- 
ing for Christ, is dear to me. I have espoused it with an 
inconceivable force and ardor, and would be faithful to it as 
long as I live. In the consecration, which I have made to 
God, I have reserved nothing. Both body and spirit are 
entirely his. Let him do with me whatever he pleases. I 
have no desire, no purpose, no will of my own, separate 
from the will of God. The continual prayer of my heart 
is, — Thy will be done.*' 

17. Such were the devout dispositions of this pious maid. 
If she had consented to say a word unfavorable to Madamei 
Guyon, she would undoubtedly have been set at liberty, and 
perhaps rewarded. But although she was poor, and in 
prison, the world had not riches enough to seduce her prin- 
ciples and pervert her integrity. It was a saying of the 
Saviour, that the ''poor have the gospel preached unto 
them." And He who is the author of the gospel, and who 
has all hearts in his hands, knows fuU well, whoever else 
may be ignorant of it, that, among the neglected and forgot- 
ten, among the poor of this world, there have been, and there 
still are, those who are rich in faith ; — those upon whose 
love, patience, and Christian integrity, angels in heaven look 
down with the deepest interest. If they are the world's ser- 
vants, they are. the Lord's children. Unknown among men, 
their names are written in the Lamb's book of life. With- 
out homes on earth,' they have habitations appointed for 
them in the skies. 

18. The confinement of Madame Guyon, in the BastiUe, 
is briefly alluded to in the Memoirs of Dangeau. He writes 
from Versailles, " Nothing is talked of here," he says, " but 
the bishop of Meaux's last publication against the archbishop 
of Cambray, in which the whole doctrine of Madame Guyon 
is exposed. This lady is in the Bastille, where Monsieur 
f 
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de la Heine [chief of the police of Paris] has alreadj inter- 
rogated her several times by order of the king. She is said 
to defend herself with great ability and firmness." 

A singular incident occurred at this time. Madame 
Gujon had not been long in the Bastille before the report 
was circulated, that she was dead. The report arose under 
peculiar circumstances, and passed for a time uncontradicted. 
It reached the ears of Fenelon ; — and at a time when her 
enemies had not ceased to make efforts to destroy her char- 
acter. He suppiosed it to be true, that she had done with 
the things of this world. All the personal motires, which 
had rendered him anxious to sustain her, had ceased. And 
at that late hour, if he had renounced her and her writings, 
he might have been restored to the favor <^ Louis Four-' 
teenth, and to the possession of all that the world can give. 
But he could not cease to do homage to the truth. He took 
the opportunity of the announcement of her death, to bear 
the most decided testimony to her virtues. And, in doing it, 
he added, with a full perception of his own situation, ^^li 
would he infamous weakness in me to speak doubi/uUy in rela- 
tion to hsr character, in order to free myself from oppression,^** 

19. The report was unfounded. It was the maid-servant, 
and not the mistress, who had gone to her reward. And so 
long had they labored and suffered together, and so closely 
were they associated in men's minds, that it is not surprising 
that what was true of one should be attributed to the other. 
Under what circumstances this pious servant and faithful 
attendant and companion of Madame Guyon died, we know 
not. We can only assert with confidence, without receiving 
it from human lips, that when her dying head reposed upon 
the tattered couch or upon the stony floor of her prison, she 
did not repent that she gave up all for Christ 

• Bansset's Life of Fenelon, yoI. i. p. 255. 
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20. Id wbat waj Madame Guyon sustained tbe long 
years of her imprisonment in the BastiUe, by what physical 
appliances and occapationSy we have now no means of ascer- 
taining. Her situation then, and afterwards, was such as to 
compel her to silence* Every prisoner who entered the 
Bastille was obliged to take an oath, by, which he bound 
himself to moint^in an inviolable secrecy with respect to 
all that be had seen or heard there. If, at any subsequent 
period of her life, she hud ifiad? known the particulars of 
her suffering there, and especially if she had made any com- 
pUunt, it would only have resulted in her being subjected to 
the same sufferings again.* 

But certainly it is not difficult to eoi^ecture what she 
must have undergone. It is weU understood, I suppose, that 
there are bat few persons, however vigorous they may be ih 
body or in mind, even of tho^ who are supported by reli- 
gion, that can susUiuyfor a great length ^f timei the dreadful 
ravages of solitary confinement. 

21. In the few memcMrials that have e^c^ped the terrible 
silence of the Bastille, it is affecting to notice tbe various 
resorts of suffering humanity to esoi^pe from its calamities. 
The prisoner looks upward, but he sees no sun ; he gazes at 
the straggling, and dim light of his window, but it shows him 
no green fields and woods; he listens and hears, or thinks 
he hears, a voice coming up from the streets below, which 
reminds him of a chUd or brother; bqt, alas! child and 
brother, and the hopes aqd happiness of home are no longer 
his.. Sad a&d weeping he walks from side to side of his 
dark room ; till, finding his mind sinking under a sorrow 
which it is his duty to strive i^inst, he resorts to any sort 
of occupation or amusement, however unsuitable it might be 
under other circnmstiMiis^. 

^BauBsefs Life of Fepelon, voL i. |p. 9$5. See »lflo Davenport's 
Ostory of the BastiUe. 
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<< The historses of the Bastille," says a writer, ^wre foU 
of attempts to train spiders bj supplying them with food, 
and to avert the horrors of reflection bj ascertaining the 
dimensions of the room, or counting the studs upon the door. 
Some have spent whole days in pouring water from one 
dish into another ; or in disposing, in fanciful arrangements, 
the pieces of which their faggots were composed." 

22. If the stoutest men have sunk under these calami- 
ties, if their heads have become gray, and their hearts been 
broken, we may well suppose that it could be no other than 
a place of extreme trial and sorrow to a feeble and delicate 
woman. Her physical nature, it is hardly necessary to say, 
suffered as much as that of others. Those natural affections 
which bound her to her kindt^d and friends were equally 
strong, and equally liable to be wounded. She bad a daugh* 
ter and sons and many beloved friends, from whom she was 
entirely cut off. So that there can be no doubt that she 
suffered greatly both in person and in mind. 

But her case differed from that of many others, inasmoch 
as she had the supports of religion. God was with her ; 
and she felt thi|t all was wdl so long as she had the divine 
fiitvor. 

23. In a single passage of her Autobiography, die refers 
to this subject. ^ I, being in the Bastille," she says, '' said 
to thee, O my God ! if thou art pleased to render me a 
spectacle to men and angels, thy holy will be done ! All 
that I ask is, that thou wilt be with and save those who love 
thee ; — so that neither life nor death, neither principalities 
nor powers, may ever separate them from the love of God 
which is in Jesus Christ. As for me, what matters it what 
men think of me, or what they make me suffer, since they 
cannot separate me from that Saviour whose name is en- 
graven in the very bottom of my heart? If I can only be 
accepted of him, I am willing that all men should despise 
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and hate me. Their Btrokea will polish what may be de- 
fective in me, so that I may be presented in peace to him, 
for whom I die daily. Without his favor I am wretched. 
O Saviour I I present myself before thee an offering, a 
sacrifice. Pmrify me in thy blood, that I may be accepted 
of thee." 

24. If it was dangeroas for her to make complaints, and 
if the requisitions of the Bastille, sanctioned' by an oath, for- 
bade them, it is also true, that she had no disposition to do 
it. It was a part^of her principles, and of her experience, to 
see all things in the light of God. Men, even wicked men, 
in the estimate which she took of things, were but the in- 
struments of higher purposes. Men had imprisoned her; 
but they did not do it without God's permission. That 
which he permits, is as essential, in the fulfilment of his wise 
and glorious adminbtration, as that which he does. This 
faith, although it did not prevent sufiering, stopped all com- 
plaint. And sometimes it so opened the fountains of joy, 
that here, as at Yineennes, the stones of her prison looked 
like rubies in her sight Here, too, she composed songs and 
sung them ; but the voice of her pious maid-servant, which 
mingled with hers in her former imprisonment, was now 
silent She moomed and rejoiced, she wept and sung 



CHAPTER XIX. 

On the nature of pure love. The advocaies of this doctrine called 
Quietists. Of those traits of religious character which seem to be 
connected with the origin of the name. Of the meekness and 
simplicity of spirit^ which characterize the true Quietist. The 
Quietist in affliction. The Quietist in action. The Quietist when 
suffering injury. The Quietist in prayef. Of other religious 
traits which chara^etize Adn.^ Extracts from the writings of 
MolinQS. Selections from the poems of Madame Ouyon, 

Fuse loye is a love purified from all selfishness. He 
whose loTe is pt^re, loves all things, so far as he knows their 
charaeter, as he. ought to love. them. As pure love is a love 
which is not turned from its appropriate object hj any selfish 
bias, but arises by its. own law of origin under the natural 
power of thiit object, this is the natural result ; namely, that 
he who has such love, loves as he ought to love. His love, 
moreover, like all other kinds of love, and like the love of 
all other beings, has its siipreme centre. And if he loves as 
he ought to ]ove, thus giving to every object what is its due, 
it is hardly necessary to !add, that the supreme centre of his 
affection is^ and must be^ God. 

2. It is true the time may cpme when he will love God 
more. That is to say, as he advances and expands in 
knowledge and in mental power, he will have more capacity 
of loving ; and consequently Will love more in dsgree. But 
if his love may be stronger at. some future time^ it wiU not 

VOL. II. 29 
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be purer ; and as its increased exeroise will be the result, 
exclusively, of its increased capacity, it will not render him 
more truly acceptable to God, wbo requires from us accord- 
ing to what we have, and not according to what we have 
not And while he loves God supremely, he loves himself 
also. But he loves himself in subordination to^ and in 
reference to the divine relation ; namely, as one who has 
nothing in himself, but who regards all things as of God, 
IK God, and for Grod. He loves himself, therefore, only as 
im object or being, in whom Grod may be glorified. And he 
loves his neighbor just as he loves himself. Such is pure 
love. 

3. In the time of Madame Guyon and FeneloUi the advo- 
JcaAea of 4he docfcrine, of Pure Love, that is to say, of a love 
-purified from all selfishness, were freqaeotly called QuUtigts* 
In the eontroveray between Bossuetaad Fenelon, this name, 
as if it implied and conveyed some error and some reproach, 
was almost constantly appMed to them. It was not a name 
of dieir own seddng ; belt, having been frequently applied, it 
became afler a time a recognized designation. It had been 
fM^viously apfOied to the Italian priest and reformer, Mi. 
duel de Moliiios, and ^ his followers. 

4. I think ^we may properly make a diatinetion between 
ihose who were merely the speenlative believers and advo- 
cates of ihe doctrine of pure love, and those who weie 
really die possessors 4xf the love implied in the doctrine, or 
at kast possessors of it in a very hi^ ^%gtee. The term 
Quiedst bdongs peculiarly to the latter dass; And, t^en 
in the proper and right sense. It undoabtedly indicates some 
leading and characteristio traju in theor experience and 
lives. In appFDadm^ the termination of these memoriald 
of Mada me Gnyen, and in taking leave of those who have 
been brought to onr notice in them, iiisMf be interesting to 
pdnt oat some of th^ tftte. 
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5. There is no trstit, which more distitictlj and fviily 
characterizes those who are the siibjeets of a trulj purified 
and perfected love, thsyi meekness of spirit. And it is in 
this trait espeeiaHj, that we are to look for the origin of the 
name, to which oar attention has been now directed. How 
can those be otherwise ihan calm and serene, as well as 
happy, who love God with all their heart and their neighbor 
as themselves ? Regarding theihselves as nothing, and lov- 
ing God above all things, it is almost a matter of coarse 
that they are exempt froih tbose personal pretensions and 
claims, which are the opposite of a meek and quiet spirit 
It is impossible Ibr them to have pure love without assured 
faith; and the same faitb, Which is the parent <^ love, is 
the parent of a childlike, humble, and acquiescent temper. 
The trial J meek man is a peaceable, a tranquil man. In the 
loss of the life of nature,' he has become the subject and the 
recipient of the life of God ; and some portion of that sub- 
lime tranqaillitjr, which belongs to the perfection of the divine 
existence, characterizes those who are fully bom into his 
nnage. 

6. Tire true Quietist is a man not only of meekness of 
spirit, but is a man of tirmpUcity of spirit In other words, 
he is a man of a single principle or motive of action. In 
the language of Scripture he has that ** single eye," which 
makes the whole body full of light. Human passion, that is 
to say, unsanctified passion, has lost its power over Tiim. 
His mind has assumed an unity of character, harmonious in 
itself and harmonious in its movement This is the result 
of its supreme love to God, which, in subordinating and 
regulating every other love, reduces all principles of action 
and all motives into one. God in every thing, and God 
through Christ in himself, thus harmonizing himself not only 
with God, but with' every thing which God does and is ; — 
this is both his belief and position. So that, instead of being 
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manj men in one through the diversity of self, he is one 
man in God through the unitj of love. 

7. It 18 the result of these views and of this position, that 
the Quietist, having undergone the purifying baptism of faith 
and love, is resigned and acquiescent in those circumstances 
and in that place, whatever it may be, which God in his 
providence has allotted him. If he is aillicted, he knows 
that it is good for him to suffer; and the tears which 
he sheds only give a new beauty to the peaceful serenity 
which shines through them. If he is poor, he is content to 
be without the earth's treasures, accounting himself rich in 
the possession of inward wealth with outward destitution. 
If, on the other hand, the Lord has made him rich in this 
world's goods, he sees distinctly that his riches are the gift 
of another ; and, as the feelings of .his heart harmonize with 
his perceptions, he is entirely content and happy, in renounc- 
ing all claims for himself, and. in beipg merely the Lord-'s 
steward. He loves to be just where the Lord would have 
him to be. So that,, whether we find him in wealth or in 
want, in prison or on the throne, in the presence of his own 
people and in the peace, of his own family, or in the depri- 
vations of exile, be is always ixt home. All things are made 
equal in God. . . - , 

8. It might,, perhaps, be supposed, from the import of the 
name upon which we are remarking, — a name obviously 
designed, in its application to Madame Guyon,.and others be- 
fore and after her, as a name of reproacl^, — that those. who 
bore it faOed in being faithful laborers in the cause they 
espoused. But it is hardly necessary to say, that the term, 
itself does not necessarily indicate eithei; action or want of 
action, but only a mode or character of action, !But what- 
ever may be true of the name, it would be a great error to 
suppose, that the man who is quiet, because his heart has 
perfect rest in God, is a man who fails to fulfil his duty. 
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The Quietist, in this respect at least, is not inactive. His 
rest of spirit would necessaril j cease, if he neglected any 
action which duty imposed upon him. Nor is his action 
without influence. On the contrary, if he has power with 
God, as he evidently has in his private supplications, he has 
also power with men in his outward intercourse. 

Perhaps there is no man, if we estimate him in the whole 
course of his life, who has more influence ; but still, it is true, 
that the influence he exerts is of such a gentle and unobtru- 
sive kind, that, in general, it does not excite much attention 
at the time of its exercise. But if, on the one hand, esti- 
mated in the light of human opinion, it fails in the attributes 
which would render it particularly remarkable and striking, 
on the other, it is not subject to variations, and to those many 
drawbacks which are the results of the working of a differ^ 
ent frtrm of experience. ^ 

There are some Christians, who, in particular emei^n- 
cies, produce a great impression on the religious community, 
by their efforts; — -all eyes are turned towards them; — 
they pass through the religious and moral hemisphere, like 
meteors in the sky of nature ; throwing out a degree of light 
and heat, but scattering also at times a desolating fire ; bril- 
liant for a time, but not unfrequently soon expiring. But 
the class of persons of whom we are now speaking, more 
nearly resemble the sun ; advancing silently and brightly in 
their position ; sometimes hidden from our sight in clouds, 
but never jostled from their true line of movement. Every 
body notices the meteor; scarcely any one thinks of the 
sun. 

9. It is in the true Quietist that we find the spirit of 
forgiveness exhibited in a remarkable degree. He loves his 
enemies. Unkind expressions are not heard upon his lips. 
This benevolent and forgiving spirit is the natural result of 
the holy love which animates him ; -— a love which is " gen- 

TOL. II. 29 ♦ 
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tie and easj to be entreated, fult of mercy afid good fruit0, 
without partialUj and without hypocrisj." 

And this is goot all. Realising the importance <^ having 
his own feelings constantly tried and parified, he has thus « 
powerful nn^iire to ree^ve with kindness, and to bear with 
patience, the evil looks and words of others. And here also^ 
as in other cases, his assured and. preyalling faith enables 
him U> look above the creature, and to see the wisdom of 
God manifested, in eonstantly educing the • sanctificatiott of 
the Christian from the transgressions of the sinner. So 
distinct and powerful is this Reeling, that, while he severs in 
his own person, and cannot iail to look with compassion on 
those who treat him with unldndness, he is, at4he same time, 
truly grateful that €rod so regards him ad to make him 



*' If thou ^ceivest an injury from any man," says Mjolinosi 
.^remember that there are two things in it, viz. the sin of 
him who does it, and the suffering which is inflicted on thy« 
self. The sin is agiunst Uie will of Qod, and it greatly dis- 
pleases him though he permits it. But the suffering, which 
thou art called to endure, is not in opposition to his wilL 
But, on the contrary, he wills it for thy good. Wherefore, 
thou onghtest to receive it as from his hand." * 

10. The Quietist, inspired by that pure love which he 
inculcates, does fiot strive for mastery. In the various situ* 
ations in which he is placed, he seeks those thlings which 
make for peaoe^ If he mourns ^Ver the otdiiiary dbsen- 
tions of life, stiU more does he turn away frcMU extreme 
violence atid bloodshed. If all men were Quietists, wars 
would be no Idngtn He has learned from thid grciat Teach- 
er, whose life was the light of men, that love and violence, 
that the principles of the gospel, and strifes ajbd wars, cannot 

•6piHtwaGidde,eh.9. 
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go together. A heart hmxiftig with love oannot be restricted 
in its eaiotioD9 bj artificial aod arfaitrarj limits. If it loves 
its own nation and peiople, it embraces also, in the range of 
its affections, all mankind. He who is in perfect lave is 
necessarily a dtisen of the world. He modifies his patriot- 
ism, therefore, by his love of humanity. If he owes much 
to hia fellow citizens, he owes- still more to his fellow men. 
His duties to the one are the mere incidents to his situation; 
his duties to, the other are essendal and everlastings 

1 1. The Quietist is a man of prayer. Without under- 
valuing that prayer which is appropriate to times and 
places, he has a prayer wMch is with him always. In souls 
in the state of pure love^the inspirations and impulses of 
fiuth and of holy desire can never die. There is in them a 
fountain, springing up to everlasting life^ God is in us, if 
we have the love and faith to admit him there; and it is 
Qod that teaches us how to pi^y> 

The views of Fenelon on this subject are striking. He is 
writing on that passage in Luke whe^re the disciples ask the 
Saviour to teach them how to pray, and he utters his heart 
in the form of a supplication. << Lord ! I know not what 
I should ask of thee. Thou only knowest what I want; 
and thou lovest me, if I aqji thy friend, better than I can 
love myself. O Lord ! give to me^ thy chUd, what is proper, 
whatsoever it may be. I dare not ask either crosses or com* 
forts. I only present myself before thee. I open ifty heart 
to thee, l^ehold my wants, which I myself am ignorant of; 
but do thou behold, .and do according to thy mercy. Smite, 
ov heal ! Depress me, or raise me up» I adore all thy pur- 
poses without knowing them. I am silent, I offer myself in 
sacrifice. I abandon myself to thee. I have no more any 
desire but to accomplish thy will. Lord, teach me how to 
pray ! Dwell thou thyself in me by thy Holy Spirit I " 
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If the soul ia entirely fi«e fh>m selfishness, then all the 
desires which arise in it are not only in accordance with 
God's will, but are fnmi God ; — and that, too, by a present 
divine inspiration. Such a soul is a holy souL It lives in 
that same element of holy benevolence, which is declared to 
be the life of God. *^ God is love ;" and if we are dependent 
upon God through Christ fcnr other things, we cannot be 
otherwise than dependent for the - great gifl of puirified 
affections. In its state of pure love, the soul can no more 
be dissociated from and be independent of God, than the 
rays of the sun can be separated from and be indepen- 
dent of their great centre. All its. desires, therefore, 
are from God, and those desires continually exist. Its 
life is prayer ; its actions are the expression of prayer ; it 
might be said, with scarcely a figure of speech, that its very 
breath is prayer. WhUe it regards, in a .suitable manner, aU 
times and places which the church has appointed, it has an 
interior closet of su,ppfication, where God is ever present, 
irrespective of time and place. 

12. The Quietist, being what he is on the principle of 
entire consecration to God, cannot easily be restricted, in 
his action and alliances, by party lines. It is true his prin- 
ciples may more nearly agree with the principles of one 
party than with those of another ; and that, among the vari- 
ous social, civil, and religious divisions which exist, he may 
be more likely to act with one party than with another. 
But it is impossible, for him, living as he does for God, and 
living ioohy the moment, to pledge himself absolately to a 
particular course of condu<St in time to come. God is his 
Master; — and, in his relation of an obedient son and ser- 
vant, he is obliged to act according to the light which he has 
sought, and which is given him at the time of acting. And 
it is easy for him to see, tiierefore, -that subserviency to 
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party, in tbe sense of following its dictates implicitly, would 
be inoonsbtent with isdlegianee to Him whom he has accepted 
as his supreme and only Ruler. ' 

13. It must not be understood from this, however, that 
he is indifferent to the many important principles and ques- 
tions which are constantly presented to notice. It would 
hardly be possible to make a greater mistake than ihis. As 
he cannot act independently of principles, it is the principle 
of things, especially the moral and religions principle, which 
he is continually examining. If the party to which he finds 
himself attached, at a given time, acts upon moral principle, 
then he goes wit^ it; if his party diveiges from principle, it 
necessarily renders him divergent from the party. In no 
other way, and on no other grounds, can he be allied with 
party, even temporarily. 

Sometimes he fulfils his duty by ceasing from action. 
His- principle of movement is to move as the Lord moves. 
If the Lord, in order to prevent his trusting in his activity, 
or in order to display more fully his own sovereignty of 
movement, requires him to cease from action, he stands stilt 
So that there is sometimes truth in the language of a great 
poet: — 

^ They also serve, who only stand and wait." 

14. These' views help to explain the relations of the 
Qnietist to religious organizations. As a general thing, the 
mere fact of his being a member of a particlilar church 
organization, or a religious organization of any kind, is a 
reason with him, other things being equal, why he should 
remain a member, rather than go somewhere else. His 
present position, the position where he is called to pray and 
act for the Lord, is the true or providential position, until 
something else, in providence, calls him to a different place. 

' He does not take his light away, because the church is in 
darkness ; but rather lets his light shine in the midst of the 
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daAneaa^ even though the daiimea shotdd aw^frekend 4tn&i, 
It was in this maimer that the Saviour let his light shine. 

But when the indications of Providehce are very clear^ 
then he leaves the diurch or religious bodyiMrith which he 
is connected, and goes somewhere else ; because being not 
in inactivitj, bat only at rest in the will of the Lord, he goes 
where the Lord reqotres him ta go. And his departure 
corresponds with his principlies and his spirit, in not being 
one of those ejacalatorj and violent disruptions, such as take 
place when a man is propelled and driven off bj the explo- 
sive impulse of human passion. But being in the Lord's 
spirit, who aets with the highest reason and the greatest 
tranquillity, he departs calmly, rationally,' and lovingly • but 
not without compassion for those he leaves behind. 

15. I think we may add with a good deal of truth, that 
the Quietist, aitbongh the name might seem to indicate dif- 
ferently, is a troe. reformer. If his heart is filled with love, 
he cannot well. be otherwise. He is naturally and necesssr 
rily idlied with the spirit of every enterprise which has for 
its object the improvement and tlie^ happiness of men. And 
it is, perhaps, the best pixxif of his vocation as a reformer, 
and that he is- one sent to aid in the correction of the many 
evils in the world, that he has, by the grace of God, reformed 
his own spirit He who desires to bring men to the stand- 
ard of the gospel should himself possess a patient and benev^ 
olent spirit Jesus Christ is not more really the Saviour, 
than he is the Beformer,, of the world. And yet hoW woiir 
derfully does he combine the spirit of meekness and patience 
with the utmost faithfulness and with untiring labor ! 

It would not be difficult, as it seems to ua, to support the 
statements which have now been made, by a refb^ence te 
published writings and to well-known sacrifices and labors^ 
The writings and labors of the Quietists, few and feeble as 
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those comptumtivelj were who hore that name, would not 
have fux>duced sueh a sensation in Europe, if thej had not 
touched and probed soiQe long^existing evils. In the list 
of modern reformers, of those who have aimed at entire 
religious toleration and at the highest results of civil and 
religious progress, Fenelon certainly is entitled to a highly 
honorable place. 

16. One of the peculiarities of the Quietists, and which 
undoubtedly has some omnection with the origin of the 
name, is what their writers have denominated itke permaneni 
or continuous tiate. They sometimes denominate it the 
Jixed $taie» They d<^ not mean by this a state which is ab«. 
solutely immutable ; although, when it is once reached, it is 
not very likely to change ; but a state which is established 
ifnd at rest in itsdf by a continuity of nature. It is a state 
in which the will of the individual is so perfectly lost in 
the will^^Grod, that he desires nothing, seeks nothing, asks 
nothing, will receive nothing, out of that divine will, either 
for himself or others. But this is not alL This sweet 
union with the will of God is nofe a union which is com- 
pressed and forced, as it were, by iiie pressure of many and 
urgent motives, but has become entirely natural ; — secured, 
without .the hindrances of interpal jarring and clamor, by a 
free, entire, and holy consent. A soul in this state is estab- 
lished and fbced in its rest^ beeaitse, wanting nothing, it has 
all things. 

Thb state is so simple, and, though it is probably made up 
of supcessive distinct acts, is so continuously uniform in its 
character, that persons who have reached it are frequently 
very much iempted in relati^m to it, as if it were not a right 
state. In haviog all things,, it seems to them as if they had lost 
every thing. So much so, that they attempt, much as they 
did in the earlier stages of their experience, to originate other 
states, to give themselves away in new acts of consecration, 
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to array before- Uiemselves new motives of ac^n, to exercise 
compunction, gratitude, and other distinct feelings ; forgetting 
tliat they are all virtually but really involved in this simpler 
but higher state. It is this state of mind to which Madame 
de Chantal refers, in a letter to Frands de- Sales, in which 
she says she no longer finds it profitable to form new acts of 
union vrith God, as if it were a thing not yet done, but only 
to BEHAiK united with him; — to. be, to cOntintte quiet, 
just where she now is, namely, in that divine unity, which, 
in really existing, is no longer a thing to be done. This 
remaining in divine unity by a continuous and uniform aet 
of the soul, or by such a series of uniform acts as establish 
a uniformity of character, without any movement or ten- 
dency to separate from it, can never take place without the 
supports of t)ie highest possible faith.. Blessed is he who 
has such &ith, and Such depth and permanency of inward 
peace ! Persons cannot be in the state of deep and pure 
rest, denominated the cosTimjovs act, or the coNTiKuons 
STATE, without inspiring the outward action with the traits 
and beauty of the inward spirit. 

Some explanations of this remariLable state may be found 
in the Spiritual Guide of Molinos, in the experimental and 
practicid writings of Falconi, in Madame Guy<m, and in the 
life of Gregory Lopez. - % 

17. It is worthy of notice, although it is entirely in ac- 
cordance with those traits of character which have already 
been intimated, that those who are in this experience suffer 
and die, if. we may so express it, iii silence. This is one of 
the most remarkable things in the history of Christ. When 
he was examined before Pcmtius Pilate, he aiuwered not a 
word. In the language of the evaagelioal prophet, ^<He 
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he opened not his motUh.** 

Michael de Molinos, taking him as an illustration of what 
was true in other cases, had lived for his fellow-men. It is 
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All evidence of the greatness of his -khdrs for others, that, 
.when possession was taken of his papers, there were foand 
among them letters from persons desiring information on 
religions sahjects, to the number of twenty thousand. He 
was tried, condemned, and shut up in the dungeons of the 
Inquisition ; where, afler the expiration of twelve jears, he 
closed his life.* But be uttered no cry, made no resistance, 
poured forth no denunciations. It is affecting to see with 
what calmness and. entire faith in Qod^ he enters that dun- 
geon door, from which he knew there was no return. 
Taking by the hand the friar who attended him, and who 
was one of his opposers, he merely said, '< Farewell ; — at 
the day bf judgment we shall see each other again ; and 
then it will appear on which side truth is, wheth^ on 
yours or on mine.'' Whether hcmored or dishonored, 
whether in freedom or in prison, he could say, it is aU welL 
He knew in a sense, which brought the purest peace into 
his heart, that the agents in his humiliation and suffering 
were but the executiiMiers of a divine purpose, which was 
full of wisdom and goodness. 

.18. The same, sweet serenity, the same peaceful resig- 
nation, is. seen, in La Gombe, in Alleaume and Bureau, in 
Falconi, in Fenelon, in the Gonniess Yespiniani, in Madame 
do Maisonfort, in Madame Ouyon, and in others who suffered 
in Spain and Italy act well as in France. They were willing, 
that the purposes of God should be accomplished in them 
&y suffering. ^ Deny," says La Ckunbe, ^' all desire, all in- 
dihation and tendency- of mind, all attachment whatever, 
which is not from God. Desire nothing but the knowledge 
of God's wUl, and the disposition to do! and sdffer it" Hav- 
ing the Saviour's . divine heart of acquiescence and love, it 
was easy for them, as they looked on their persecutors, to 

♦ See lihe Memoirs of the CJourt of Louis XIV. by Dangeati. 
VOL. II. 80 
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Otter the fiavioiii's ezpiresnoBs, Ik^tr^ far^tm tknuy /tr 
tkejfk»9Uf fmi what they de* Witfaotat making the assertioQ 
as an abeolote one, it ie trne, as a general statement at least, 
that thejr had resipiadoa iot themselves^ pkjr for their ene- 
mies, praises for the Lord, and compkints for no one. 

19. Eoelesiasticftl history shoWa how freqoentljr the ad- 
vocates of pore or perfect loYOy resulting in a divuK quiet- 
ness of spirit, hare made their appearance; — and how 
moch^ -until a recen^ period, they bava suffered under the 
charge of Jiereticsl deviatioa. Those who have been the 
sabjects of this transforming * experience have felt bound, 
with howeTOT little prospect of its being aoeepted, to give 
their testimoajr. With this inward sense <ii oUigatipn to 
dcdare what thej knew, they appeared in Catalonia in 
Spain, about the year 1852 ; and were suppressed through 
the eibrts diieAy of Sand, arehbiehop of Tarm^im, and 
Nicholas BosettI, the Inquisitor. They again appeared in 
1628, in llie province of Andahisiai particularly at Seville, 
the capital of the province. Andrew Pachedio, bishop of 
Seville, who held at that time the office of In^^it^-Genei- 
«sl of Spain, employed very severe measures against lihem. 
Many wete either formally banished, or ded to' distant 
places to avoid the keen pursuit of the inquisitors. Seven 
of the^ leading persons aatoi^tfaem were burnt dt tiie stakei. 
But here, us in Italy and France, and in other kingdoms 
and periods, we see the' same triumphant faith, the same 
holy and unrversal lov«; in a word, that blessed spirit of 
resignation^ and benevdenee, which << loves its enemies, 
blesses ^em that cuttle us, does good to them that hate us, 
and prays for them which despiteftdly use us and persecute 
us.'* This, as ft seems to me, is the true test of a perfected 
Chrfetianity.* 

* See Dictionnaire JSRstoriq^e des CuUesBdigimx^ Art. IUumi»A. — 
Also, Relation da Qai^dsme, Ft. 2d, pp. 16, 91. 
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20. la it thus, in an equal degree, in others Tvho have 
suffered for Christ? When the Waldenses passed through 
that fiery trial, the story of which forms one of the most 
thrilling chapters of history, the cry of vengeance went 
through Europe. Milton wrote his sublime sonnet. Crom<- 
well poinjted his terrible thunder. 

** Avenge, O Lord 1 thy slaughtered ones, whose bones 
lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold.* 

When the celebrated religious establishment of Port Royal 
in France was destroyed, and its inmates were driven out 
and scattered abroad never more to return, they uttered the 
wail of their sorrow wherever they went. The infirm old 
nun, ninety years of age, the last that left those hallowed 
precincts, lifted her withered hand, and exclaimed in terrific 
accents to Monsieur d'Argenson, the agent of the king : r— 
<< To-day, sir, is the hour of man ; but be assured, that 
another day, the day of Gfod*s righteous retrihution^ is not 
far distant" As the residents of those dear abodes of piety 
and learning cast their last looks upon ruined walls and 
desolated fields, they applied the language of the Psalm- 
ist, ^ O Grod ! the heathen are come into thine inheritance ; 
thy holy temple have they defiled, and made Jerusalem a 
heap of stones." Bitter and terrible were their denuncia- 
tions of the king; — the same Louis the Fourteenth who 
had so oflen closed the dungeons of Vincennes and the Bastille 
on the Lord's people. And when they heard the victories 
of their country's enemies, the victories of Hochstet and 
Bamillies, and when they learned the desolation in the king's 
family, the death of his son, and of his son's son, and of the 
duke of Brittany, the three successive heirs of the throne, 
all dying suddenly and awfully, it seemed to them, that the 
loud cry of their anguish and of their prayer was answered, 
and they rejoiced in the vengeance ivhich had come on their 
oppressor. 
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21. And the qaestion arises here, ad it has often arisen : 
— Can we expect any thing other, or any thing better, than 
this? Is it possible for'haman nature, even when aided by 
divine grace, to rise to sach a height, that it can not only 
smile in the midst of its own sufferings, bat a^ for peace 
and blessing to its enemies ? -However this question may be 
answered, we know that such was the spirit of Christ ; and 
we know also, that such ought to be, and must be, the spirit 
of those who are fully formed into the image of their Master 
and elder Brother. 

22. It is this patient and forgiving spirit, the result of the 
experience and of the sanctifying power of pure love, which 
gives its Chrbtian consistency and beauty to the sufferings 
of the Quietists. The same Louis who demolished Port 
Hoyal, and banished the Huguenots, laid his heavy hand on 
Fenelon ; deprived him of bis offices and honors ; exiled 
him from all cities and places out of the limits of Cambray ; 
disgraced, imprisoned, and banished his friends ; and exerted 
his power in exacting an ecclesiastical condemnation from 
the unwilling court of Rome. But such was the power 
of the religious principles which Fenelon had adopted, and 
of his personal experience, that this unkind and cruel treat- 
ment called forth no unkind emotions in return. He gives 
us to understand, in writing to the duke of Beauvilliers, that 
he thinks much of the imperfect education of the king in 
early life, of the great temptations to which he is exposed at 
the present time, of the influences unfavorable to an ex- 
panded and correct view, of religious things, which are 
brought to bear upon him ; — circumstances whtch call 
forth his sympathy and pity ; — and that he makes him the 
subject of earnest prayer. 

23. And this simple and affecting statement, which i^ 
similar to what we find repeatedly in the experience and 
statements of Mt^dame Guyon, illustrates the feelings of all 
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those who are in a similar state^ of mind. Their souls are 
transfeired to a new position ; and they behold all things in 
God. It is not so much they who are smitten by their enemies, 
as €rod who is smitten through them. To the world, there- 
fore, they make no appeal. To any human arm they dare 
not look. The voice they utter is a voice unheard by men. 
Their heart and their eye are steady to the eternal throne ; 
and they accept no comfort, no wisdom, no strength, which 
has not Grod for its author. And it is not presumptuous to 
say, that they are right This, undoubtedly, is the true 
secret of inward and holy living, — to close out eyes and 
ears, our thoughts and desires, to every source of consolation 
and help which is not found in God alone. 

And this is not all. When we go to God, it seems to be 
necessary that we should go to him not to fulfil our pur* 
poses but his. It must be our prayer, not so much that he 
may spare our pangs or increase our comfoits, as that he 
may glorify himself. Our hopes and fears, our joys and 
sorrows, our friendships and enmities, should all be laid low, 
and be made equal in him, who is the All ik All. 

24. It seemed to be but justice and truth, to speak thus 
favorably of those who have borne the name of Quietists. 
History, which is often written by men allied to particular 
sects and parties, has covered them with reproach. No 
people, as it seems to us, were ever more closely united with 
God ; and yet, if we were at liberty to believe the state- 
ments of polemics and ecclesiastical annalists, we should 
reckon them among the weakest, if not among the worst, of 
persons. They themselves, however, ask no defender. The 
life they five " is by faith on the Son of God ;" — and he 
who can trust his soul with Christ, need not hesitate to trust 
his reputation. Prom the beginning they have committed 
their cause to him in whom they have believed; — in full 
confidence that he would raise up those, in his own good 

VOL. II. 30 * 
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thae, who woald do justice to their priociples. Be£nre that 
time they neither aski oor are wilHDg to receive any de* 
fence ; *— and least of all do tb«tj desire or need any 
panegyric. It was the motto^^ Fenelon, Aka itsscibi^ 
Love kf^ he unbufWH* v ^ 

25. Under the natte of Quietisty do new party, no addi- 
tional sect, wiH or can arise. The word 9ect, like the word 
parUf^ implies division. Holy love^ whioh is the foundation 
of those traits that characterise the man of a truly meek and 
quiet spirit, seeks and tends to unity. It is a pleasbg and 
au^icknis ciroimstaQcey that those who possess a truly 
homfale and acquiescent siHirit, founde4 on such love, are 
found, from time to time, iit many sects. The principle of 
svpreme love, thereforoy which brings every inward evil . 
uto sabjectioD, may exist in oonpectk>n with speculative 
differences ; especially sucJn as relate to the outward forms 
er ceremonials of rieligion. Faith' in God through the 
Saviour seems to be all, that is necessary. 

Jesus Christ was the great Quietist. It is his elevation 
above human passion, which stamps him a& divine. Ai^d it 
18 Christ who gives us strength to realize in ourselves his 
own image. Study hi» life, and see what transcendent 
beauty and power are found lodged in a meek and quiet 
spirit Follow him> and mark him in all situatk>ns, from 
the weakness of the manger to the matured and agonizing 
sufierings of the cross ; — and behold the moral beauty of 
him who, in all trials aoid sorrows, in all temptations and 
oppositions^ is still a eonqaenDr over himi§elf. His own 
words have pronoun^ a bleasiiig upon that meekness which 
was the greajt ornament of his divine l^e« . He has told us 
to l^^uti of Mm ; — iind, in assigning a reason for this direc- 
tion, he has announeed the leading trait of his character : 
^ TakBinj yoke upon you, and learn of Ms i for Jam meA 
andhmijfofhemH ; and ye shaU find rest to yoor souls." 
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roiNGXPI^BS AND MAXIBliB IN BBI^ATIOK 70 TB13S imTABD 
LIFB, COLLECTED AND BH-ABKANGSD FBOIC THB W9IT- 
. IN«8 OF MOl^INOS* - 

I. 

Happy wilt' thou be, if thou hast no thought bcrt to die to 
thyself. Thou wilt then become victorious, not only ovef 
thine enemies, but, what is more, victoriouB over thine own 
evil nature. A victory, in whiph thou canst not fail to find 
a great increase of spiritual wisdom, the experience of pure 
love and perfect peace. 

II. 

And, to this end, be not afraid of those trials which God 
may see fit to send upon thee. It is with the wind and the 
storm of tribulation that God, in the gamer of the soul, 
separates the true wheat from the chaff. Always remember^ 
therefore, that God comes to thee in thy sorrows, as really 
as in thy joys. He lays low, and he builds up. Thou wilt 
find thyself far from perfection, if thou dost not fin<l God in 
every thing. 

ni. 

Seek not consolation, but God* Desire of Grod only one 
thing, that thoa mayst spend thy life for hi^ sake in tru« 
obedience and subjection. The way in which our blessed 
Saviour trod was not one of softness and sweetness. Nor 
did he invite us to any such, either by his words or his ex- 
ample, when he said, '' He that will come ailer me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." 

IV. 

B^ign and deny thyself wholly; for, though true sel^ 
denial is harsh at the beginning, it is easy in the inid&> and 
becomes most sweet in the end. 



866 LIFE Aim BSLiaioes kxperisnce 

V. 

If thoa wouldst arriye at the sublime re^on of internal 
peace, thoa must pass through the ragged path, not only of 
outward trials, but of inward temptation. Temptation also 
is for thy good. In such an hour of trial, stand firm. When 
temptation assaults thee, put on the weighty armor of resig- 
nation, of constancy, and of quietness ; — and thus purge, 
renew, and purify thyself in this burning furnace. 

▼I- 
Among other holy counsels which thou must observe, re- 
member well this that follows : Look not so much on other 
men's faults as on thine own. Thou knowest thine own 
faults, but it is difficult to know the true nature and degree 
of the faults of others. A disposition to judge others turns 
the soul from its true centre in God, brings it outward, and 
takes away its repose. "Judge not, that ye be not judged." 

vn. 

It is impossible for a man to be able to live a life of holi- 
ness, — a life which depends entirely upon the wisdom and 
support which are communicated from God, — if he does 
not first die to himself by a total' denial of all wrong appe- 
tites and passions, and by the crucifixion of the pride of 
natural reason. 

Tni. 

The soul which is thus purified* is always quiet and 
serene, always possessed of evenness i:^ mind, both in favors 
and sufierings. Tribulations never disturb it ; — nor tlo the 
interior, the continual and divine communications from God 
render it vain, and conceited. It remains in wonderful 
serenity and peace, but still always full of holy and filial 
rever^Mie. 
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IX. 

It IS in. such purified and quiet sools, that God bath bis 
place of repose ; -^ souls in whom the waters of affliction 
haye washed out the dark stains of inordinate appetite; 
souls in whom the fires of tribulation and of inward tempta- 
tion have consumed the remains of earthly passion. In 
other words, God reposes himself nowhere, but where self- 
love is banished and quietness reigns. 

X. 

Be silent, and believe. Hold thy peace, and let thjself 
be guided by the hand of God. Sufier in patience, and walk 
on in strong faith ; — and though it seems to. thee, that thpu 
doest nothing, and art idle, being so dumb and resigned, yet 
it is of infinite fhiit The Minded beast that turns the wheel 
of the mill, though it seeth not, neither knows what it does, 
yet it doeth a great work in grinding the com. 

XI. 

Be nothing in thyself, that thou mayst be strong in the 
Lord. When thou art notiiing, thou canst experience no 
harm that will trouble thee. How is it possible for him to 
experience a grievance or injury, who thinks nothing of him- 
self, and has no interest of his own, but refers all things to 
God I 

xn. 

There are three kinds of silence. Silence from words is 
good, because inordinate speaking tends to eviL Silence or 
rest from desires and passions is still better, because it pro- 
motes quietness of spirit But the best of all, is silence from 
unnecessary and wandering thoughts, because that is essen- 
tial to internal recollection, and because it lays a foundation 
for a proper regulation and silence in other respects. 
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xin. 

Let nothing affright thee. All things will ptifis mrsj. 
God only is he that is unchangeable. Patience will bring 
aboat nXt. He tiiat hath God, hath all things ; and he, that 
hath him not, hath nothing. 



The following selections from Cowper's translations of 
the poems of Madame Gnyon, are translations of Oantiqiief 
22 and 76, of Tolnme second of her poems. 

TBXJTH AKD DIVINE LOVE REJECTED BY THE WOBLD. 

O Lo¥E, c^ pme and heavenlx hirUi 1 
. O simple Tltnxs, scarce known on earih I ^ 
Whom men resist with stubborn will ; — 
And, more perrerse and daring still, 
Smother and quench with reasonings vain, 
While error and deception reign. 

Whence comes it, l^iat your power tiie same 
As His on high, fixm whom yen oanie, 
Ye rarely find a listening eiar, 
Or he^ that makes you welcome here ? — > 
Because ye bring reproach and pain, 
Where'er ye visit, in your train. 

The worid is protld, and cannot Bear 
The Bcorn and calumny ye share ; — 
- The praise of men, the mtak the^ mean, 
They fly the place where ye axe seen. 
Fttke love, with scandal in the rear» 
£hut8 not the Tain; it costs too djear. 

Then let the price be what it may. 
Though poor, I am prepared to pay ; — 
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Come shame, oonie somnr ; spite of teira, 
Weakneft, and iMartopppesaiag fean ; -^ 
One soul, at least, gfaaU not repine . 
To give you room : ceoae, reiga in mine 1 



THE TESTiMoinr OF DiYHTs AJbomiogx. 

How kappj are the new-bom race. 
Partakers of cuhpting- grace I 

How pure the bliss they share ! 
£Qd from the worUl and all ite Cfcs, 
Within their heifft dbe blMting Hm, 

And conscience feels it thert« 

The moment we beiosts, 'tb oura; 
And if we love with all ^njarjpowers 

The Grod {roDo. whom it came, 
And if we serve with hearts sincere, 
'Tis still discernible and clear, 

An undisputed claim. 

But ah ! i£faul and toUfiil Hn 
Stain and dishonor us within, 

Farewell the joy we knew ; 
Again the slaves of Nature's sway, 
In laVrinths of our own we stray, 

Without a guide or clue. 

The chaste and pure, who fear to grieTe 
The gracious Spirit they receive^ • 

His work distinctly trace ; 
And strong in undissembling love, 
Boldly assert, and clearly prove, 

Their hearts his dwelling place. 

messenger of dear delight ! 
Whose voice dispels the deepest night, 
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Sweei, peaoe-proclaiming Dove 1 
With thee at band to soothe oar paina, 
No wish unsatisfied remains, 

No task but that of love. 

'T is LOVE unites what siK divides ; 
The centre where all bliss resides ; 

To which the sonl once biOQ|;kt» 
Beclining on the first great Cause, 
From his abounding sweetness draws 

Peace, passing human thought 

Sorrow foregoes its n^tare l^re, 
And life assumes a tranqofl air, 

Divested of its wdes ; 
There, sovereign goodness soothes the breast^ 
Till then, incapable of rest, 

In sacred sure repose. 



CHAPTER XX. 

On the religion of prisons. Madame Guyon released in 1702, after 
four years* imprisonment in ike Bastille. Banished during the 
remainder of her life to the city of Blois. Her state of health. 
Visited at Blois by many persons^ foreigners as well as others. 
Publication of her Autobiography. Her feelings towards her 
enemies. Extract from T hauler. Her religious state at this 
time. Letters written near the close of her life. Remarks on her 
character. Address to her spiritual children. Sickness and 
death. 

It would be a mistake to suppose that prisons are the 
abodes of wicked men merely. This certainly was not the 
case with the Bastille. When piety, under the name of 
heresy, becomes a crime, the prayers and tears of the dun- 
geon are as likely to be acceptable to God, as those that 
arise within the walls of a church. It is a matter of histori- 
cal record, that, iathe course of the year 1686, a few years 
before the imprisonment of Madame Guyon, one hundred 
and forty-seven. persons, almost all of them Huguenot Prot- 
estants, against whom nothing could be brought except the 
peculiarities of their religion, were sent to the Bastille alone. 
In the year 1689, the number, made up chiefly of members 
of the same religious sect, was sixty-one; persons who 
showed the sincerity of their faith by their sufferings, and 
who esteemed their liberty less than their religion. A full 
histoiy of the Bastille would illustrate the virtues and 

TOL. n. 31 
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Bufferings of the Jansenists, as well as of the Hugue- 
nots.* 

2. Madame Guyon was in the Bastille four years ; im- 
prisoned in 1698, and liberated in 1702. At the time of her 
liberation, she was fifty-four years of age. She was allowed, 
after her release from prison, to visit her daughter, the 
Countess of Vaux, who resided either in Paris or in the im- 
mediate vicinity. But the associations connected with her 
personal history and name were such, and such was the in- 
fluence she was still capable of exerting, that she ^a^ per- 
mitted to remain there only for a short time. Her afflictions, 
without ceasing to exist, assumed a new form. The sorrows 
of a distant exile followed the anguish of solitary imprison- 
ment She was badished to BloiSy a considerable city, 
situated one hundred miles south-west ftom Piuris, on the 
river Loire. 

This city is one of ancient date, beautiful in its Ideation, 
and of some historical celebrity ; but it is not known what 
particular reasons indtieed the kiiig tO Select it as the place 
of her banishment, in preference to any other. The dispo- 
sition which t^as now made of her was final. Hei* banish^ 
ment was for life ; but it was some consolation to her, that 
her eldest son, Armand Jftques Guyon, was settled with his 
family either within the limits of the city, or kt a place nol 
far distant ; — which gave her ftn opportunity of seeing him 
from time to time. 

3. From this time, the year 1703, to the period of het 
death, in 1717, her life ceased to be diversified with inci- 
dents which it wottld be particularly important or interest- 
ing to lay before the reader. The extreme deprivations and 
trials of the Bastille had effectually broken a constitution 

* Dayenport*8 BSstory 6f the Bttitille ftnd of its jirineftpil eaptivefl^ 
chg. vifi. *. 
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which was but feeble before. Few could have withstood, 
eyen so well as she did, those solitary hours, in which day 
and night were hardly distinguished from each other, those 
damp walls, the colds of winter and the impure heats of 
summer. Her advanced age, therefore, combined with her 
ill health, prevented her from engaging in those works of 
outward benevolence which had illustrated the earlier part 
of her life. 

In a passage which she wrote during this period, she 
says : — " My life is consecrated to Grod, to sufftr for him, 
as well as to enjoy him. I came out of my place of confine- 
ment in the Bastille ; but, in leaving my prison, I did not 
leave the cross. My afflicted spirit began to breathe and 
recover itself a little after the termination of my residence 
there ; but my body was from that time sick and borne 
down with all sorts of infirmities. I have had almost con- 
tinual maladies, which have often brought me to the very 
verge of death." 

The long period of her banishment was thus added to 
the long period of her imprisonment, during which she was 
called to glorify God by submission and by private prayer, 
rather than by active labors. She did not, however, cease 
to be useful. She glorified Grod by her patience under suf- 
ferings, and also by her more private efibrts in conversing 
with others, and by her written correspondence. 

4. Numbers of religious people, some from foreign coun- 
tries, and among others some persons of high rank from 
Germany and England, came to see her. They had heard 
of her labors and sufierings ; and came either to receive the 
benefit of her conversation and instructions, or to pay the 
homage of sincere respect to her character. It was through 
the instrumentality of some one of these persons, whose 
name is not now known, that her Autobiography, from which 
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a considerable portion of the facts of this narrative are 
drawn, was first published. 

She wrote it, in the first instance, at the suggestion and 
under the direction of her confessor, La Combe ; but with- 
out any design or expectation that it would see the light. 
But such had been the dispensations of providence in rela- 
tion to her, such had been her labors and afflictions, which 
had become identified, to some extent, with the general in- 
terests of religion, that she at last felt it her duty to consent 
to its publication; — with one condition only, that it should 
not be published until after her death. Having reexamined 
and corrected it, she placed it, near the close qf her life, in 
the hands of an English gentleman of rank ; — one of those 
who visited her from religious motives at Blois, and in 
whom she had entire confidence. After her death he took 
measures for its publication.* . 

5. In one of the passages near the dose of her Biography, 
written at this period of her life, she speaks of the great 
numbers of persons who came to see her, and of the conver- 
sations which she had with them. Religion, almost to the ex- 
clusion of other topics, was the great subject of her discourse. 
Forgetful of herself, she regulated her remarks exclusively 
by a regard to the spiritual state and the wants of those 
who thus had interviews with her. It would not be easy to 
estimate the good she was capable of doing, and which she 
was actually the means of doing, in this way. 

There is some reason to suppose, that she was closely 
watched during the period of her Jbanishment ; and among 
the great number who came to see her, it is probable that 
some came with no other purpose than that of ensnaring h^ 
in her words. To this she refers when she says.: — '* I am 



* See the Fre&oe to the French edition of her Idfe, printed at Paris, 
1791. 
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not afraid of the snares which any of those who come to see 
me endeavor to lay for me. Conscious of my own inno- 
cence and uprightness, I do not feel at liberty to take those 
precautions which a merely worldly wisdom might suggest 
I leave all with God. O worldly prudence I How opposite 
do I find thee to the single heart and the simplicity of Jesus 
Christ! I leave thee to thy partisans. As for me, all my 
prudence, all my wisdom, consists in following Christ in his 
simple and lowly appearance and conduct. If a change in 
my conduct, and a resort to worldly artifice, would make me 
an efmpress, I could not do it Or if, on the other hand, that 
simplicity of conduct which follows God and trusts in Grod 
alone were to cause me all the heaviest sufferings, I could 
not depart from it." 

6^ In another passage of her work, which bears the date 
of December, 1709, she says, '< I entreat all such persons as 
shall read this narrative, not to indulge in hard or embit- 
tered feelings against those who have treated me with un- 
kindness." And, in support of this earnest request, she 
quotes the following passage from the ninth chapter of the 
Institutions of Thauler, one of th6 pious authors whom she 
frequently consulted : — 

*^ Grody willing to purify a soul by sufferings, might permit 
an infinite number of well-disposed persons to fall into dark- 
ness and blindness towards that soul, in order to prepare 
this chosen vessel, by the rash bias of their judgments in 
such a state of ignorance ; but at last, afler having purified 
this vessel, it would not be surprising if he should take away 
the veil sooner or later from their eyes, not treating them 
with rigor for a fault which they have committed through 
the hidden conduct of his adorable providence. I say much 
more, that sooner would God send an angel from heaven, 
to refine this chosen vessel through tribulations, than leave 
it without sufferings." 

VOL. n. 31 ♦ 
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7. The Mowing staiementa, which are to be found near 
the close of her Antobiographj, will give the reader an idea 
of (he state of her religious feelings at this period. ^ Jk 
ike$e last times^ if I maj so express mjself, I can hardlj 
speak at all of mj inwaid dispositions. The reason is, that 
mj state has beoome fiand; — simple in the motives which 
gorem it, calm in its reliance on God, and without any yari- 
ation. So &r as tdf is concerned, it maj be described as a 
profimnd annihilation. I see nothing in myself, nothing of 
the natural operation of the mind distinct from the grace 
of Crod, to which I can give a name. All that I know is, 
that God is infinitely holy, righteous, and happy ; that all 
goodness is in him ; and that, as to myself I lun a mere 

NOTHING, 

^ To me every eondilion seems equaL As God is infi- 
nitely wise and happy, all my wiadcMn and hapjnness are 
in him. Every thing which, in the state of nature, I should 
have called my own, is now lost in the divine immensity, 
like a drop of water in the sea. In this divine immensity 
the soul sees itself no more as a separate object : but it dis- 
cerns every object in God ; without discerning or knowing 
them as such intellectuaUf/, but by futh and by the affection- 
afte feelings of the heart. God is not only in the soul itself, 
eonstitoting its true life, but is in every thing dse. Ylewed 
in relation to the creature, every thing is daik ; -^ viewed in 
relation to Gody every thing is light ; — and God will always 
enlighten and gnide those who are truly his, so fiur as is 
proper and «f reai advantage. My soul is in such a state, 
that God permits me to say, that there is no dissatisfied 
clamor in it, no corroding sorrow, no distracting uncertainty, 
DO pleasure of earth, and no pain which faith does not con- 
vert into pleasure; nothing but the peace ci God which 
passes understanding, petfwi peaee. And nothing is of fny- 
$elf, but all of God. 
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8. ^ If Bnj penoBs Hiiiik th^re U mj good in me, separ- 
ate from God, they are miatokeo ; and, by indulging in any 
#ueh tfaougbtB, (they do injury to ^ Lord whom I bve. All 
good i$ in him, and for him* Tb^ greatest satisfaction I 
can have is the knowledge, that he is what he is ; and that, 
being what he is, he never vnll or can he otherwise. If I 
am saved at last, it ivill be the free gift of God ; since I have 
no worth and no merit of my own. And in the deep sense 
that I am nothing of myself, I am often astonished that any 
persons should place oonfidence in me. I have often made 
this remark* Nevertheless, in this, as in other things, I 
have, and can have, no will of my own. I must do what the 
Lord would have me do. Although poverty and nakedness 
belong to me in myte^, yet God helps me to answer and 
instruct those who come to me, without difficulty. Appro- 
priate words, such as the occasion requires, seem to be given 
me by that divine Agent who rules in my heart. As I seek 
nothing for myself, God gives me all that is necessary, ap- 
parently without seeking or studying for it, 

<' I feel much for the good of souls. It seems to me that I 
should be willing, in my own person, to endure the greatest 
sufferings, if it might be the means of bringing souls to the 
knowledge and love of Gk)d. Whatever wounds the church 
^f God wounds me. Deeply do I desire her prosperity. 
He whom my soul loves keeps me by his grace, in great 
simplicity and sinoerity of spirit I have but one motive, — 
that of Gk>d*s glory. And in this state of mind, I possess 
what may be called a freedom or enlargedness of spirit, 
which elevates me above particular interests and particular 
things ; so that, in themselves considered, and separate from 
the will of Grod, such particular things, whatever they may 
be, and whether prosperous or adverse, have no effect upon 
me, but my mind entirely triumphs over them." 

9. Among the last letters which she wrote, was the fol- 
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lowing to her brother, Oregoiy de la Mothe ; a humble and 
pious man, connected m some way with the religious Order 
of the Carthusians. Between this brother and Madame 
Guyon there seems to have been a strong mutual confidence 
and affection. 

«Blois, — , 1717. 

** My dear Brother, 

" The letter which you had the kindness to send me 
was received in due time. In the few words which I am able 
to return in answer, permit me to say : — separation from 
outward things, the crucifixion of the world in its external 
relations and attractions, and retirement within yourself, are 
things exceedingly important in their time. They constitute 
a preparatory work ; but they are not the tohole work. It 
is necessary to go a step further. The time has come when 
you are not only to retire within yourself, but to retire from 
yourself; — when you are not only to crucify the outward 
world, but to crucify the inward world ; to separate yourself 
absolutely and wholly from every thing which is not God. 
Believe me,^my dear brother, you will never find rest any 
where else. 

" The time of my departure is at hand. For a consider- 
able time past, I have had it on my mind to write and tell 
you so. If you can come and see me, before that last hour 
arrives, I shall receive you with joy. When I am taken 
from you, be not surprised, and let not your heart be 
troubled. Whatever may happen, turn not your eye back 
upon the world. Look forward and onward to the heavenly 
mansions; — be strong in faith; — fight courageously the bat- 
tles of the Lord. 

" I remain, in love, your sister, 

"Jeanne M. B. db la Mothe Guyon." 



OF MADAME OUYON. 369 

10. The following letter, addressed to one of her religions 
fHends, was written, like the preceding, in the year of her 
death, and probably only a few weeks before that event 

"Blois, ^,1717. 

« To . 

'' I can only say at present, my dear friend, that my 
physical sufferings are very severe, and almost without in- 
termission. It is impossible for me, without a miraculous 
interposition, to continue long in this world under them. I 
solicit your prayers to Grod, that I may be kept faithful to 
him in these last hours of my trials. 

" Last night, in particular, my pains were so great as to 
call into exercise all the resources and aids of faith. Grod 
heard the prayer of his poor sufferer. Grace was trium- 
phant. It is drying to nature ; but I can still say in this 
last struggle, that I love' the hand that smites me. 

" I remember that, when I was quite young, only nine- 
teen years of age, I composed a little song, in which I ex- 
pressed my willingness to suffer for God. My heavenly 
Father was pleased, for wise purposes, to call me eariy to 
this kind of trial. A part of the verses to which I refer is 
as follows : — 

By sufferings only can we know 

The nature of the Ufe we live ; 
The trial of our souls, they show. 

How true, how pure, the love we. give. 
To leave my love in doubt would be 
No less disgrace than misery. 

I welcome, then, with heart sincere, 
The cross my Saviour bids me take : 

No load, no trial is severe, 

That 's borne or suffered for his sake : 
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And Umu mj wemmB shall proeUuin 
A love thftt 'i worthy 4if the naoMb 

" Bepeating my request for an interest in jour supplica- 
tions, I remain, 

^ Yoan, in our Saviour, 

^Jeanne M. B. de la Moths Gtjton.*' 

11. The fallowing appears to have been written to an 
eeclemastic, in whose religious character and labors she had 
great eonfidenee and hopes. 

"Blois, ^,1717. 

^ Dear and Reverend Brother in Christ, 

<<I have had a great desire that your life might be 
spared. Earnestly have I asked it of the Xiord, if it were 
his will, because it seemed to me to have a connection 
with the progress of his work in the world. In respect 
to my own situation, all I can say is, that my life seems 
to me to hang on a slender thread. I OAke no account 
of its oontinuance; although I know well that God can 
raise me up in a moment, if he has any thing further 
§or one who accounts herself as nothing j to do here in the 
world. If my work is done, I think I can say, I am ready 
to go. In the language of the Proverb, I have already 
' one foot in the stirrup,' and am willing to mount and be 
gone, as soon as my heavenly Father pleases. 

'< I take the liberty to send through you my affectionate 
salutations to our friend B. and his family ; and, in behalf of 
all our common friends, it is my earnest prayer that Grod 
would be all things to them. Let us all say with one accord, 
Adyeniat begnuu tuum; thy kingdom come. Some- 
times this kingdom, in ooBseqoenoe of the prevalence of 
wickedness among men, has the appearance of being at a 
distance. But the darkness of the times does not extin- 
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guish tlie ligU of faith. la his own good time, God will put 
a stop to the torrent of iniquity. Out of the general corrup- 
tion, he will draw a chosen people, whom he will conse- 
crate to himself. Oh that iif ynU might glwoffs he done ! 
This is all we xxo desire. 

^ I will dose with onlj adding, that it is impossible for 
me to express the regard and love which our friends in this 
p]«ce h^ve for jou. 

" Ypprs, in our common Lord, 

<< JiLMTNE Habis B. x>s la Mothe Guton." 

12. Oi the character of Madame Gujon, of which this 
whole personal history is an illustration, it is hardly neces- 
sary to ^d much here. Her writings indicate, in some 
particulars, a defect of education; but they illustrate the 
greatness of her intellectual power. Without such power 
it would not have been possible for her .to have exerted 
the personal influence which so remarkably attended her. 
Whatever company she might be in, such was her 'quick- 
ness of perception and her natural flow of language, that her 
mind could hardly fail to take an ascendant position. There 
seemed to be a natural disposition, on the part of those who 
listened to her conversation, to yield to that mental superior- 
ity which God had given her. The power which character- 
ized her conversation was not less obvious in her writings* 
Though written, for the most part, under the most disadvan- 
tageous circumstances, they are full of thought \ and of mch 
thought and such relations of thought as are sure to excite 
both thought and feeling in oU^ers. 

Her powers of imagination, as well as her powers of per- 
ception and reasoning, were very great They gave, as it 
seems to me, a somewhat peculiar character to her concep- 
tions and her modes of expression ; so much so that it i^ 
often necessary to compare one passage with another, and 
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sometimes to modify the expressions, in order to reach the 
true meaning. 

13. Bat if her intellect was of the highest order, it is 
tme nevertheless, it was her rich and overflowing heart, 
renovated and sanctified by the grace of God, which gave 
the crowning beauty to her character. Her religion was 
the religion of Grod. It was nothing of man's devising ; no 
patchwork of human ingenuity, inscribed over with hints 
and recognitions of man's merits. It is difficult to read her 
life and writings, without a distinct feeling that her soul was 
the temple of the Holy Ghost Those who were with her 
during her life, those who saw her and conversed with her, 
felt it to be so. And this was the great secret, whatever 
may have been her natural powers, of the remarkable reli- 
gious influence which attended her. God was with her. 

14. Madame Guyon seems to me to have been a clear 
and remarkable illustration of the sanctifying results of reli- 
gion, iij distinction from its merely justifying power. Would 
it be reasonable to doubt, in view of the facts of this narra- 
tive, that she herself was the subject of that assurance of 
faith, and of that pure or perfect love, the necessary result 
of perfect faith, which she so long and ably advocated, and 
for which she was so willing to suflfer? It must be admitted 
that it is difficult to describe, in any mere form of words, the 
nature of perfect love. In order to be known in its own 
nature, considered as an act or state of the inward affections, 
it must be experienced. But the mere fact of the existence 
of such love can always be known in one way. It always 
exists ; and such are the laws of the mind, that^ it always 
must exist, where there is a perfect union of the will with 
the will of the beloved object. He whose heart is in such a 
state, that he patiently and lovingly submits to all that Grod 
imposes, and desires nothing and wills nothing but what 
God desires and wills, is in perfect love. The position of 
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tbe will, which is the true exponent of the affections, is 
known both bj consciousness and bj the outward life. 
Judged bj the life, which is the test the Saviour seems ta 
have applied more frequently than any other to his own 
character, we may assert, with as much confidence as it is 
allowed to fallible beings to assert in any case, that her 
heart was wholly given to God. The natural life was dis- 
placed, and a new life came into its place. And what was, 
or ooiild be, that new life, bat that of supreme attachment to 
God? 

The doctrine of Sanctification as well as of Justification, 
will in due time have its philosophical and practical, as well 
as its exegetical exposition. And all will be tested, and 
must be tested, so far as we can perceive, by living exam- 
ples. As the light of holiness arises upon the world, and as 
the names of those whose lives have been practical illustra- 
tions of a pure and perfected love, become more and more 
dear to the church, it can hardly be supposed that the name 
of Madame Guyon will be overlooked or forgotten. For- 
getful of herself, she had no purpose, no desire, of being re- 
membered. But he who forgets himself in the purity and 
strength of his love for another, necessarily writes his memo- 
rial in the heart and in the acts of the being beloved. It is 
for this reason, that God has thrown the protection of his 
' providence around the beauty of her memory, because grace 
had made the heart and the honor of his '^maid-servant" 
identical with his own. 

15. In the closing part of her Biography, we find some 
parting counsels and encouragements to those then living, to 
whom she had been instrumental in bringing them to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and in promoting their advance- 
ment in sanctification. She was in the habit of calling those 
who sustained this relation to her, her children. The 
remarks to which we refer are as follows : — 

VOL. II. 32 
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^Nothing is greater Uian God; nothtng 10 lew dum my- 
•elf. God is rich ; I an poor. And yet, bdng neb in God, 
I want nothing. To me life and death are the same ; be- 
cause I desire nothing but what God desires. God is Lots. 
All good is IV him ; all good is fqs- him. 

^ My children in the gospd I Many- ditegs haire been 
said in relation to myself. J will not dooeivte or mislead 
yon. It belongs to God to enlighten you, and to give yon 
either esteem or disesteeqs (me viyself. Tho psrtieular 
labors of my past life, what I have said and what I tutone 
writtea, Imve^ iu a oonsidQiable degnee, passed yawa^r ^m 
my recollection. Giving myself to the present nMHoew^ and 
the du^ which now m, I remember but little or nothii^ in 
relation to them. I leave them all with God* Sepaval^ 
firom God, I want neither jostificatioa nw esteem. I want 
<mly ito keep my place, and to go no mone out i^m Aat 
place and that duty which God assigns ; and thus to rema^ 
established in the great and divide Centre. I waot nothing, 
therefore, but God and his glory. Let him,. th€«<efore, ^o- 
rify himself, just as he se^ best, eithv by establialiing wf 
reputation among men^ or by destroying it. ia his wiJi they 
are the same to me ; bearing equal weight jn l^ balance* 

«<My dear children^ Christ is the tb^th. A^d if J 
have apokeja truth io you, it is beoause I have c|K)ken what 
Christ has spofcen. I pray God to enlighten you always to 
give you by his iHuminating Junflaences the dear disoern- 
ment of his holy will, that no false light mi(jr ever lead yon 
to the precipice. JShlff Foihcr^ Msadtfy ,them thrpit^ thy 
irtdh. 

'* Christ said, in reference to his disciples : — jFbr their 
sokes J sanctify nugsdf^ thai they <dso may he sanctified 
through the truth:' Oh, blessed Saviour! say the same 
thing in behalf of these, thy little ones. Sanctify thyself, by 
being a holy life in their spirits, in them and fob them. 
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Teach them, that thej also are sanotified, when thejr have 
all things from Thee^ and nothing from the(bselv«8 ; when, 
in the possession of nothing they can call their own, they 
have that holiness which Thou alone canst give. 

« My diildren ! Let Christ alone be all in aU, in and fos 
OB ; in order that the work of sanctification, resting upon the 
basis of divine truth, may be carried on and perfected in our 
souls. To Christ belongs all wisdom, all strength, all great- 
ness, all power and ^ry. To ourselves, considered as sep- 
arate from Christ, belongs nothing but poverty, emptiness, 
wealmess, and misery. Let ua, Ihen, while we reoognise 
and abide in our nothingness, pay homage to the power aaad 
the holiness of Christ Jxx this way we shall find all that we 
"want. If, in th^ spirit of self-reliance, we seek any thing 
out of Christy then we are not his true followers. The truth 
abideth not in us. We deceive ourselves ; and in that state 
ishall Jiever become the true saints of Crod. 

<< Holy Father I I now commit these children into thy 
, hands. Hear the prayer of thine handmaid. Keep them 
in thy truth, that the lie may not come near them. To 
assume any merit out of Thee, to attribute any merit to 
one's self, is to be in the lie. Make them know this to be 
the great truth, of which Thou art jealous. All language 
which deviates from tins -prineiple. is falsehood. He who 
speaks only of the ah. of God, and klqwbijuq of Tnac 
CKEATURE, is in the truth ; and Xhe truth dwelleth in him ; 
ustu'pation and selfishness being banished from his heart. 
My children, receive this from one who has been to you as 
a mother ; «nd it will procure you life. Receive it through 
her, but not aa for her ; but as OF and for Gqd. Amen. 

" Gjuo»t 3e jo thb Losp Jsaus Chwbt." 

16. In the beginning of the month of March, 1717, she 
had a v^ry severe attack of aickness, fcom which she never 
recovered. During her sickness she ^convexsed with her 
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fiiendfl, and wrote a few letters ; but she had no doubt that 
her labors were drawing to a close. Grod's hour, that hour 
to which she had long looked with interest, had arrived. 
Already those with whom, either as friends or as enemies, 
she had been associated in the earlier part of her life, Harlai, 
La Combe, Fenelon, Beauvilliers, Bossuet, the powerful 
monarch of France, all had been called hence. At last, 
the summons came to her also. She received it without 
surprise, and without repugnance. She went down to the 
grave, as her life would lead us to anticipate, in perfect re- 
signation and peace. She had given her soul to Gk)d ; and 
Grod received her. No clouds rested upon her vision ; — no 
doubts perplexed the fulness of her hope and joy. At half 
past eleven o'clock on the night of the night of June, 1717, 
she died ; aged sixty-nine years. 

17. A short time before her death she wrote a wiU; — 
from which the following passage is an extract. It is an 
affecting evidence of the depth of her piety ; and that she 
relied on Jesus Christ alone : — 

"In the name 
OF THE, Father, Son, and Holt Ghost, 

" This is my last will and testament, which I request my 
executors, who are named within, to see executed. 

« It is to Thee, Lord God ! that I owe all things ; and 
it is to Thee, that I now surrender up all that I am. Do 
with me, O my God ! whatsoever thou pleasest To Thee, 
in an act of irrevocable donation, I give up both my body 
and my soul, to be disposed of according to thy will. Thou 
seest my nakedness and misery without Thee. Thou know- 
est, that there is nothing in heaven, or on earth, that I de- 
sire but Thee alone. Within thy hands, O God ! I leave my 
soul, not relying for my salvation on any good that is in me, 
but solely on thy mercies, and the merits and sufferings of 
my Lord Jesus Christ!* 
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18. She was sincerely lamented by her relatives, and her 
numerous personal friends and acquaintances. Many pious 
hearts were deeply affected. Her remains were interred in 
the church of the Cordeliers, at Blois, where a monument 
was erected to her memory with a beautiful Latin inscrip- 
tion upon it. Such a departure, preceded by such a life as 
we have described, might be called a trantition rather than 
death. It is proper, indeed, to say, that she died ; but it is 
equally proper to say, that she went home. 

^ Best, gentle sinrit, rest ! 

Thy conflicts o'er ; thy labors done ; 
Angels thy friends ; thy home 
The presence of the Holy One." 
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NOTE. 



The following Catalogue of the pnblisbed works of Mar 
dame Gujon, with some escplanatorj remarks; is found in 
the French edition of her Autobiograph7. 

1. — La Sainte Bible, ou VAncien et h Nouveau Testament^ 
ayec des explications et reflexions qui regardent la yie int^- 
rieure. 20 vol. Paris, 1790. 

2. — Discours Chretiens et SpiritueU sur divens smets qw 
regardent la vie int^rieure, tir^s la plupart de TEcriture 
Sainte. 2 vol. ibid. 

3. — Ses Opuscules SpiritueU, contenant le moyen court et 
tr^s-facile de faire oraison. Les Torrens Spirituels, &c 
2 vol. ibid. 

4. — Justifications de la Doctrine de Madame de la MothS" 
Guyon, pleinement ^claircie, demontr^e, et autoris^e par 
les Sts. Peres Grecs, Latins, et Auteurs canonists ou ap- 
prouv^s; Rentes par elle-m^me. Avec un examen de la 
neuvieme et dixieme Conferences de Cassien sur T^tat fixe 
de Toraison continuelle; par M. de F^neion, Archev^quede 
Cambraj. 3 voL ibid. 

Cet ouvrage contient le parallele et Taccord parfait de la 
Doctrine de Madame Gujon, avec celle des St. P^res; et on 
y trouve une infinite de citations des plus grand Saints, qui 
edaircissent toutes les difficult^s qui regardent la vie int^- 
rieure. 

5. Poesies et Gantiques SpiritueU, sur divers sujets qui 
regardent la vie interieare, ou Tesprit du vrai Christianisme. 
4 voL ibid. 
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6. — VAme AmarUe de Bon JDieu^ representee dans les 
Embl^mes de Hermannus Hugo sur ses pieux desirs, dans 
ceux d'Otbon Yaenius sur Tamour Divin, avec des fig. nou- 
velles, accompagn^es de vers qui en font Fapplication aux 
dispositions les plus essentielles de la vie int^rieure. Un vol. 
ibid. 

7. — Sa Vie^ ieriU par eU&-meme, qui contient toutes les 
experiences de la Vie int^rieure, depuis ses commencemens 
jusqu'ii la plus haute consommation. 3 vol, ibtd. 

8. — Lettret Okrettennes et Sptrituelles sur divers sujets 
qui regardent la Vie int^rieure, ou 1' Esprit du vrai Chris- 
tianisme. Nouvelle edit augment^e et enrichie d'un cin- 
qui^me volume, ' contenant la correspondance secrette de 
FAuteur avec M. de F^neion, etc laquelle n'avoit jamais 
paru, et pr^cedee d'anecdotes tres-int^rressantes. In-douze, 
5 vols. Londres, 1768. 

Un grand nombre de ces lettres ont ete addressees an 
Comte de Mettemicb, au Marquis de F^neion, et k nombre 
de Dames de la premiere quality. 
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2 Critical Notices of Upham's Philosophical Works. 

The works of Upham foim, perhaps, the most consistent speci- 
men of the application of the inductive mode of investigation to 
mental science in the languace. Free from the trammels of sects 
and systems, imbued with a disposition to seize upon what he con- 
ceives to be true wherever he may find it, and directed by such a 
portion of theoretical design as serves to give pertinency aud scien- 
tific accuracy to his inquiries and reasonings, he has produced a 
book that displays ^reat labor in the collection of facts, patient and 
comprehensive habits of thought in their generalization, and clear 
scientific arrangement in the combination of the whole into syste- 
matic form. — Brilish Quarterly RevietD, February^ 1847. 

These works are the fruits of many years' labor ; and they prove 
their author to be a cautious and profound thinker, a perspicuous 
and elegant writer. He is entitled to rank among the ablest meta- 
physicians of our country.— CAru/uin Advocate arSi Journal. 

Professor Upham has brought together the leading views of the 
best writers on the most important topics of mental science, aAd ex- 
hibited them with great good judgment, candoTt clearness, and 
method. Out of all the systematic treatises in use, we consider the 
volumes of Mr. Upham by far the best that we have— iV. Y. Review. 

I am highly gratified to learn thnt you publish Professor Upham's 
series of works on Mental Philosophy. 1 have used the former edi- 
tions of his Mental Philosophy for some time past in this seminary, 
and am prepared, from intimate and familiar acquaintance with the 
work, acquired in the recitation-room as well as in my study, to 
speak of it in the highest terms. There is no work extant in that 
department so well adapted to the purposes of a text-book for schools 
and colleges.— Rev. Wm. C. Larka^bb, A.M., Principal of the Wes- 
Uyan Seminary at Readjield, Maim. 

I have read with much satisfaction Professor Upham's works on 
Intellectual Philosophy and on the Will. The tone and manner of 
these books must be pleasing to all who love calm, dispassionate, 
and accurate investigation, and moderation in defending one's own 
opinions and canvassing those of others. I have no hesitation in 
saying, that I regard Professor Upham's books as giving the best 
views of the subjects named which we have in the English language, 
and as worthy of being read and studied in the schools and colleges 
of our country. Even those who may diflfer from him in opinion, 
wilKeel no disposition to indulge unkind feelings toward so sincere 
and candid an inquirer after truth. — Rev. Moses Stuart, Profe»80T 
of Sacred Literature in the Theological Sefhijtary at Andover. 

I fully concur in the opinion of Professor Stuart, ex;pressed in the 
preceding certificate, and could add more in favor of the works- 
named, were it necessary— Rev. William Cogswell, D D , Secre-^ 
tarv of the American Education Society. 

Professor Upham's Elements of Mental Philosophy is a work which 
was greatly needed as a text-book in our colleges and academies. 
It is now used, I believe, in most of our literary institutions ; and I 
hesitate not to say, it is better adapted to the wants of students, in 
the soieiMe of which it treats, than any other work extant.— Rev. 
S. Lucur. 
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I regard Professor Upham's several works on Mental Philosophy 
as amon^ the best and most popalar productions on the various sub- 
jects which he has treated. He is a charming writer, and his views 
are well expressed and well guarded, and are adapted to be extens- 
ively useful at the present day. His Abridgment is very much 
liked by those teachers who have used it. Mr. Coleman, principal 
of the High School, or^ as it is caUed, the Teachers' Seminary, in 
this place, says, he finds it much more intelligible to young men^ and 
much more complete^ than anjf text-book he has used. And his judg- 
ment is worthy of confidence. — Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Theology in the Theological Seminary at Andover. 

I have examined with care the work on Mental Philosophy by 
Professor Upham, and it is with pleasure that 1 express the opinion 
that the work will contribute much to the successful study of that 
difficult but eminently useful department of knowledge. It has the 
advantage over any other work which^has fallen under ray observa- 
tion, that of having comprehended the subject. We have many pro- 
found treatises on separate portions of mental philosophy, and those, 
it may be, the most impcnrtant ; but I know of none which surveys 
the whole field but this. I ought to add also that its moral influ- 
ence is exceedingly pure and healthful. — Rev. R. £. Pattisoh, D.D., 
Prendent of Watermlle College, Maine. 

Permit me to say, that 1 have read the Treatise [on the Will] 
with a great deal of satisfaction. It is certainly a much better anal- 
ysis of this difilcult subject, in my judgment, than any thing I have 
before seen in relation to it. I can not but believe it will go far to- 
ward harmonizing the hitherto discordant views connected with this 
subject.— From the late Wilbue Fibk, D.D., President of the Wes* 
leyan University y MiddUtown^ Conn. 

Such a work was greatly needed, as well for the private student 
as for our colleges and academies. This treatise merits the high 
estimation in which it is held. The classification of the mental 
states, both general and subordinate, and the arrangement of the 
several parts and subdivisions, are true to nature, and present a full 
view of the entire subject without confusion. The arguments and 
illustrations are forcible and pertinent, the style is perspicuous and 
pleasing, and the whole evinces extensive research and patient in<> 
vestigation. Whoever attentively examines this work will find that 
it is characterized by accurate observation, discriminating analysis, 
logical deduction, and remarkable freedom from bias. The spirit 
of candor and the love of truth pervade it. Every friend of ment£di 
science must feel under great obligations to Professor Upham for 
his valuable work. — ^Rev. Hbnrv Chasb, Pastor of the Mariner^ s 
Chwrch, New York. 

So far as I have examined the work, I fully concur in the above 
recommendation.— Rev. N. Bangs^ D.D., New York. 

From considerable familiarity with Professor Upham^s works on 
Mental Philosophy, I am of the opinion that they contain the fullest 
and clearest view of the whole science of the mind of any work now 
extant.— Samuel Adams, A.M , Professor ^of Chsmistry, 4c. ^ in JUi- 
nois OoiUgs, la. 
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Some of the excellences of Mr. Upham^s works are : 

1. The ^nersl classification is clear, natnral, and comprehensiye. 
The subordinate divisions are also natural and explicit, so that the 
mind passes, by a kind of natural succession, from one topic to an- 
other. Nor is the essential unity of the mind ever lost sight of 

2. The positions are clearly stated, and, for the most part, as 
clearly proved. The general course of the reasoning is instructive, 
and the illustrations are exceedingly appropriate and interesting. 

S. Truth has evidently been the object of the author's search. 
What is real and substantial in philosophy is fully discussed ; while 
but little time is wasted upon speculations already exploded. Many 
are apt to forget that exploded opinions belong to the history rather 
than the elements of a science. 

4. The work is eminently practical and religious. But while a 
deep, unvaried reverence to the great Architect, whose consum- 
mate skill is strikin^y manifested in every part of our mental econ- 
omy, runs through the whole, there is nothing bigoted or sectarian 
about it. 

5. The author is exceedingly {^easing in his style, and this adds not 
a little to the interest the student will feel in the perusal of the work. 

I have spoken of its merits as a text-book adapted to schools and 
colleges ; but it will be found equally beneficial in every department 
of life. Especially would I recommend it to those whose vocation 
calls them to officiate in the closest and most elevated relations to 
the mind. I mean the Christian minister. Above all others, such 
should have clear, correct, and comprehensive views of the mind, 
whose derangement they would repair, whose woes they would 
heal, and whose bliss they would consummate. The remarks on 
moral education are of a deeply interesting character, and should 
be familiar to every one who is in any way connected with the ed- 
ucation of youth. — Rev. D. W. Clakk, A.M., Principal of the Amenta 
Seminary f New York. 

From the Instructors in the Academy and the Teachers^ Seminary, 
Gorham, Maine. 

The three volumes embracing the Intellect, Sensibilities, and 
Will, contain a full, and, on the whole, a very satisfactory view of 
the mind. Each volume is a distinct treatise by itself, and can be 
read separately with profit ; while, at the same time, all three of 
the volumes are essential to a complete view of the subject. The 
whole work has for some time been studied in the seminary with 
which we are connected, by large classes, embracing both sexes. 
The results of this experience are such as lead to the earnest de- 
sire that it may be extensively circulated as one of the best aids to 
the student, whether in our literary institutions or in the solitary ef- 
forts of self-culture. 

Amos Brown, Princ. and Teacher in MevUal and Moral Philosophy. 

Frankun Ybaton, Teacher of Languages. 

Thomas Tennst, Teacher of Chemistry, Physiology, 4^. 

Benjamin Wtman, Teacher of Music. 

Cybil Pearl, Lecturer on Education and the Art of TeaddMg, 



baluable Nero |)ublication0, 

ADAPTSD FOR U8B IN 

COLLEGES AND DISTRICT SCHOOLS, 

KEOSMTLT POBUaaSD BT 

HARPER & BROTHERS, NEW YORK. 

Based on the German Work of Francis Passow ; with Corrections 
and Additions^ and the insertion in Alphabetical Order of the 
Proper Names occurring in the principal Greek Authors. By 
Henry Drislbr, M.A., under the Supenrision of Prof. Anthon. 
Royal 8vo, Sheep extra. $5 00. 

Am Abridioneiftt nf the above, by the Authors, for the Use of Schools, revised 
and enlarged by the Addition of a Second Part, viz., English and Greek. (In press.) 
This IS, indeed, a great hook. It is vastly sanerior to any Greek- Erg'Iish Lexicon 
hitherto published, either in this country or in England. No hii;^ school or college 
oan maintain its caste that dties not introduce the book.— J^T. Y Courier and Engmrer 
A work of aathority, which, for real utility and general ^rfwuracy, now stands, and 
will be likely long to be, without a rival in the Engli*^ language. It has been hon- 
ored with the most unqualified commendation of toe London Quarterly, and many 
ot^er high critical authorities of Great Britain. -IT. Y. Commercial Advertiter. 

This Greek Dictionary roust inevitably take the pla^ of all others in the classical 
■chools of the country. — Knickerbocker. 

»ntiiotC» itlamlcal 3BCct(oiiarfi, 

Containing an Account of the principal Proper Names mentioned in 
Ancient Authors, and intended to elucidate all the important 
Points connected with the Geography, History, Biography, My- 
thology, and Fine Arts of the Greeks and Romans, together with 
an Account of the Coins, Weights, and Measures of the Ancients, 
with Tabular Values of the same. Royal 8vo, Sheep extra. $4 76. 



The department of the Fine Arts forms an entirely new feature ; embracing biogra- 
phies oranci«nt artists, and criticisms upon their productions. In fine, this noble 
work is not only indispensable to the classical teacher and student, but eminently 
useful to the professi()nal gentleman, and forms a necessary part of eve^ library that 
aims U> be complete. It has been pronounced by Professor fioeckh of Berlin, one of 
the leading scholars in Germany, " a most excellent work." 

Latin Grammar, Part I. Containing the most important Parts of 
the Grammar of the Latin Language, together with appropriate 
Exercises in the translating and writing of Latin. 12mo, Sheep 
extra. 90 cents. 

The object of this work is to make the young student practically acquaihted, a^ 
each step of his progress, with those portions of the grammar which he may from tim« 
to time commit to memory, and which relate principally to the declension of nouna 
and conjugation of verbs. As soon as the beginner has mastered some principle rel- 
ative to the inflections of the language, his attention is directed to exercises in trans- 
lating and writing Latin, which call for a practical application of the knowledge he 
nay nave thus far acquired ; and in this way he is led on by easy stages, nntil ne is 
made thoroughly aeqoainted with all the important rales that regulate the infleetioiu 
of the Latin tongue. 
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glnthon'0 SatCn Whcont eomyoBftfon. 

Latin Grammar, Part II. An Introduction to Latin Prose Composi- 
tion, with a complete Course of Exercises, illustratiye of all the im- 
portant Principles of Latin Sjmtax. 1 2mo, Sheep extra. 90 cents. 

The prvMot work forrot lh« MOtnul pftrt of th« Latin L^Hont, and is int«oded to 
•lucidata practically all the important pciaciplM aad rule* of tb« Latin Syntax. The 
plan puraoad is the same with that which was followed in preparing the first part* 
and the utility of which has been sd fnlly proved br the favorable reception extended 
to that folame. A rale is laid down and principles are stated, and then exerciaea 
are given illostrative of the satne. These' two parts, therefore, will form a Grammar 
of the Latin Language, poeeessing tiiis decided advantage over other grammars, ia 
its containing a Corn^te Course of £xerciseif which have a direct bearing on eaeh 
step of the atudent's prograsi. 

ainthon'B Btetfotuirfi of iSfreek uva W^mnun 

From the best Authorities, and embodying all the recent Disoorenes 
of the most eminent German Philologists and Jurists. Edited by 
William Smith, Ph.D. Illustrated by a large number of Engray- 
ings. Correated and enlarged, and containing, also, numerous Ar- 
ticles relative to the Botany, Mineralogy, and Zoology of the An- 
cients, by Charlbb Avthon, LL.D. 8vo, Sheep extra, f 4 76. 

Aift Abridgment of the above, by the Authora, for the Use of Schools. ISmo, 
half Sheep. $125. / -. — ^ 

As a Dictionary, it is the bestdd to the stody of Classical Aatiqaity which we pea- 
sess in oar language. Valuable as this Dictionary must be to the students of sncient 
literature, it will be of scarcely lees eenrioe to the students of ancient art ; for the il- 
lustrations hsve been selected with. care and judgment.— il<A«ii«iiai. 

The artidee which we have coneolted appear to us admirably done : they are lersa 
in stvle, and pregnant, yet not oumk«Y>asly so, with accurate knowledge--the best 
and latest authorities are constantlv cited. A work, much wanted, invaluable to the 
Tonng student, and, as a bur>k of reference, will be must acceptable on the library ta- 
ble of every scholar.— (^Mrl«r/y Review. 

9Lntlxm^% ZnmvVn SstCn <Kratiimar« 

From the Ninth Edition of the Original, adapted to the Use of En- 
glish Students, by Lsonhard Schmitz, Ph.D. Corrected and en- 
larged, by Chaklis AirrHoir, LL.D. 13mo, Sheep extra. 90 
cents. (Third Edition, revised.) 

An Abrid|pm«ikt of the abore, (7 the Authors, for the Use of Schools. I2mf 

(Just ready.) 

The student who uses ZumpC's Latin Grammar will obtain from it such a complete 
thesaurus of golden rales aad principles that ha will never be willing to apare it a 
BBoment fromais table.— Pre/e««or Frost. 

Slntfion'0 %mn 9?erMffcat(oti, 

In a Series of ProgressiTe Exercises, including Spcicimens of Trans* 
lation from English and German Poetry into Latin Verse. 12mOy 
Sheep extra. 90 cents. 

A Key- is published, which owy be obtained by Teachers. ISmo, half Sheep. M 

cents. 

This work contains a foil series of ralea for the straetura of Latin \^fa»t aanNO* 
panied by a eompleta oonrse of exereisea for their practical applieation, aad nndeia 
ihia hitherto diffloolt bnaeh of study eoniMiatiTely easy aad luaaiaBt of attaiAmaat. 
It forms the fourth and eoDoludiag part or tha Latin Leasoni 



W0KK8 FOE OOLLBOn AND DIBTKIOT SCHOOLS. 8 

flltitiioti'0 %at(n 9tom)rs uvC9 J«etre« 

From the best Authorities, Ancient and Modern. ISmo, Sheep ex* 
tra. 90 cents. 

!• this volunra^ which naj not anaptly be ragmrded m th« thiri pari of the LatiM 
LeMoiit,th« jovnf Kholar will find every ihinfthet may he needed by him, not mUy 
et the oommeBoemeat, bat alao throufhoat the eevend etegM of hit eoademio oareer. 

aiii«fioii'0 eatrar'0 eomm(titairfeiK on Hit 
Ofallic tasuv; 

And the First Book of the Greek Paraphrase ; with English Notes, 
critical and explanatOTy, Plans of Battles, Sieges, &c., and His- 
torical, Geographical, and Archaeological Indexes, bj Char lbs 
Anthon, LL.D. Map, Portrait, die. ISmo, Sheep extra. 91 40. 

The preeent edition of Ctttnr is on the nme plan with the Salluat and Cirero of 
Ae editor. The eiplanatory notee have been epedally prepared for the oee of begin- 
•era, and nothing has been omitted that may tend to facilitate the peracal of the work. 
The Greek parephreae ia given partly aa a literary novelty, and partly aa an eaay in> 
troduetion to Greek atodtea; and the plana of battlea, aiegea, Ac, mual prove etti- 
nently oaefal to the learner. 

flliitfion'0 Mtntta of 9(rga» 

With English Notes, critical and Explanatoiy, a Metrical Clavis, 
and an Historical, Geographical, and Mythological Index, by 
Charles A ntbon, LL.D. Portrait and many lUustrations. ISmo, 
Sheep extra. $% 00. 

The notea accompanying the text have been made pnrpoeely copioaa, ainoe Virgil 
ie an anthor in the pemaal of whom the young aoholar standa in need of very frequent 
aniatanoe. The illaatraliona that accompany the notea form a ver^ attractive feature 
m die vdnae, and are extremely uaefttl in exemplifying the allnsiona of the author. 

ainthon'o Aelect #rat(otui of Cftero, 

With English Notes, critical and explanatory, and Historical, Geo- 
graphical, and Legal Indexes, by Charlks Anthon, LL.D. An 
unprored Edition. Portrait. 12mo, Sheep extra, f I 20. 

The text of thia edition ia based upon that of Bmeati, and the notea are oompre- 
henaiTO and copioua, laying open to the yoong acholar the train of thought contained 
in the Orationa, ao aa to enable him to appreoiate, in their full force and heaoty, theae 
brilliant memoriala of other daya, and onrofolly and fully explaining the aUuaiona in 
which %h» oiafear ia fond of indulging. 

g|titfcoti'0 Eclofiues atiV OfrorgCcs of VCrsCL 

With English Notes, critical and explanatory, by Gharlss Anthoit, 

LL.D. ISmo, Sheep extra, f 1 50. 

I>n A^thon*^ olaasiral worka are well knoern, not only throughout the Union, hut 
in Great Britain. In this edition of Virgira peetorml poems, that elegant ancient au- 
thor is more fully and dearly annotated and explained, than he haa ever vet been in 
nny language. To maatera of aeminariea and achool-teachera in general, the work 
will prove invaluable, from the mesa of information whieh the learned compiler haa 
thrown together in hia remarks.— iVins OrUmns AivtHstr. 

In thia volume Dr. Anthon has dune for Virril*s Pastorals what he had previously 
done for the .Vneid— pot it in such a form hefora the daaaical atudent that he can 
net fail to read it, not only with eaae, but with a thorough appreciation and admim 
ti«a of ita beantiea. The eritieal and explanatory notea are very copioua and very 
aakiafoctoiy, and make perfactly dear the aenaa of every pnaaage.— J^. F. Oenrur. 
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ttmnpivatn of <Eatilfne, 

With an English Commentaiy, and Geographical and Historical In 
dexes, by Charles Akthon, LL.D. New Edition, corrected an<i 
enlarged. Portrait. 12mo, Sheep extra. 87} cents. 

The commentary inclodM •▼erything^ reqursite for aocamte preparation on toe pai* 
of the student and a correct nnderatanding of the aathor. The plan adopted by Pro 
feasor Anthmi has received the nuqaalified approbation of the great majority of teach 
ers in the United States, and has been commended in the highest terms by some oi 
the finest scholars in the country. 

glntiioten ViSovkn of filorate^ 

With English Notes, critical and explanatory, by Chaelbs Anthon, 
LL.D. New Edition, with Corrections and Improvements. 1 2mo, 
Sheep extra. $1 75. 

This work has enjoyed a widely faT(Mrable reception both in Europe and our own 
country, and has tended, more than any other edition, to render the youug students 
of the time famili ar with the beauties of the poet. The classical student, in his earlier 
progress, requires a great deal of assistance ; aud the plan pursued by Professor An- 
thoa in his Horace and other works affords just the aid required to make his stn<ftes 
easy and agreeable, and to attract him still further on in the path of scbolarsbip. 

^ntlxotCa iFirjst HSivttk %tn»onn, 

Containing the most important Parts of the Grammar of the Greek 
Language, together with appropriate Exercises in the translating 
and writing of Greek, for the Use of Beginners. 12mo, Sheep 
extra. 90 cents. 

The plan of this work is very simple. It is intended to render the study of the 
Greek inflections more inviting to beginners, and better calculated, at the same time, 
to produce an abiding im^easion. With this view, there is appended to the several 
divisions of the Grammar a collection of exercises, cousistinr of short sentenees, in 
which the rules of inflection just laid down are fully exemplified, and which the stu- 
dent is required to translate and parse, or elao to convert from ungrammatical to gram- 
matical Greek. 

atntlion'is <Brterit Uroiir Q^omponltion. 

Greek Lessons, Part IJ. An Introduction to Greek Prose Composi- 
tion, with a complete Course of Exercises illustratiTe of all the 
important Principles of Greek Syntax. 12mo, Sheep extra. 90 
cents. 

The present work forms the second part of the Greek Lessons. The object of the 
editor has been to make the stndtmt more fully acquainted than could be done in an 
ordinary grammar with all the important principles of the Greek Syntax. And in 
order to impress these principles more fully upon the mind of the pupil, they are ao> 
companied by exercises explanatory of the same ; in other words, the theory is first 
given, and its practical application follows immediately after. This is the only mode 
uf familiarising the student with the niceties of Greek construction, and has never 
been earned out to so full an extent in any similar work. 

SlnthotCB eSrV^mmav of tlie iffireeft ftangitiise^ 

For the Use of Schools and Colleges. I2mo, Sheep extra. 90 cents. 

The author's object in preparing the present work was to furnish the student with 
such a view of the leading features in the Grammar of the Greek language as might 
orove useful to him, not only at the commencement of his career, but also during its 
whole continuance. Nothing has, therefore, been omitted the want of which might in 
any degree retard his progress ; and yet, at tho same time, the work has been brought 
within such limits as will render it easy of reference and not deter from perusal 
Every effort has been made to exhibit a concise outline of aU the leading principles 
of Greek philology. 
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Slnthon'is firto fiSfrerit fififramtttar 

From the German of Kiihner, Matthiae, Buttmann, Rost, and Thiersh*, 
to which are appended, Remarks on the Pronunciation of the 
Greek Language, and Chronological Tables explanatory of thj 
same. 12mo, Sheep extra. 90- cents. 

In order to render tbis grammar more useful to the student, reconrse has been had 
to the writings of the latest and best of the German grammarians, and especially to 
those of KUhner, which are noVr jnstljr regarded as the ablest of their kind ; and the 

Gesent work will be found to contain all the information on the subject necessary to 
I kno^n by the student of Greek. It contains more numerous and complete exem«^ 
phfication of declension and conjugation than any that has preceded it. 

»nt\iote» ffirrrit »roBo*s an* JWette, 

For the Use of Schools and Colleges ; together with the Choral 
Scanning of the Prometheus Vinctus of iEschylus, and (Edipus 
Tyrannus of Sophocles ; to which are appended, Remarks on the 
Indo-Germanic Analogies. 12mo, Sheep extra. 90 cents. 

An accurate acqoaintonce with the Prosody and Metres of the Greek language is a 
necessary accompaniment of true scholarship^ but one great want is felt in its suc- 
cessful cultivation. The present work supplies this want. It omits the intricate 
qoettions on which the learned delight to exercise themselves, and aims onlv to give 
what is immediately and permanently useful, in a simple and fnvitiug »tyl.«- Th* 
Appendix, containing Remarks on the Analogies of Language, will be found »nf«w"t; 
inir to evsry scholar" This work, like the others of the series, has bei^ republished 
iKglana, and forms the texf-book at King^* CoUege School, Lomioii, as weU as m 
other quarters. 

The first Six Books of Homer's Iliad, U which are appended En- 
glish Notes, critical and explanatory, a Metrical Index, and Ho- 
meric Glossary, by Charles Anthon, LL.D.^ 18mo, Sheep extra. 

The commentary contained in this volume is a full one, on the principle tl|*'» j^ • 
good foundation be laid in the beginning, the perusal of the Homenc Poems becomea 
a matter of posHive enjoyment ; whereas, if the pupil be humed-over »^»»^' ^°; 
of these n.*le>roductio.rs, with.a kind of raiUrojd celerity, he remains * ^'^^ »JJf f " 
to all th« beauties of the scenery through which he has .sped ^is way, andjt the end 
ti( hk ionrnei is as wise as whei he commenced it. The present work contains what 
U wffl^t^Se "«i ««dent in furthering his aoquainUnce with $• «»?«><»^"?«S; 
inSle^ti?^ of Homer. The Glossary renders any other Homeric dictionary 

Principally from the German of Jacobs. With English Notes, crit 
ical and explanatory, a Metrical Index to Homer ajid Anacreon, 
and a copious Lexicon. 13mo, Sheep extra, f l 75. 

anu a *7'i'*""° ~7~* . ^ „„^ „i,_, ' .u. -uthor*s other ed tions of the classics, 
tttr« more thoroughly. 

nnthon'H atiatesto of Xenoshati, 

With English Notes, critical and exjAanatory, by Charles Anthoh, 
LL.D 12mo, Sheep extra. 

ZumvVB aatfn lEvtvtlntn. 

(In press.) 
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9ltitlioii'0 Vneftuis, 

With English Notes, ciitic^J and explanatory, bj Charles AirrHoiri 
LL.D. (In press.) 

JWeUntocit mrt (BvonWu iFCrst Hoofc fii 
nattUy 

Containing Grammar, Exercises, and Vocabularies, on the Method 
of constant Imitation and Repetition. 12mo, Sheep extra. 75 
cents. (Second Edition, revised.) 

I am satisfied that it is the best book for beginners in Latin that is published in this 
country.— Prof. J. P. Durbin, Philadelphia. 

I am confident that no teacher who studios the success of his pupils will adopt any 
oiber text-book than this in the beginning of a course in Latin.—Prof. W. H. Gil 
DBR, BelleviUe^ New Jerseff. 

I cheerfully bear testimony to the excellence of the '* First Book in Latin;" it is 
a work of prodigious labor and wonderful skill.— Rev. J. H. Dashibll, Baltimore 
JntHttUe. 

JWeiCntotfc antr Q^votiku'n Srcontr Hoafc in 
natiUy 

Containing a complete Latin Syntax, with copious Exercises foi 
Imitatiouvand Repetition, and Loci Memoriales selected from Cic- 
ero. (In press.) 

Jtt^eUntocft antr enoWn ^attital XntriM 
iruttfon to Zatfn Stslr^ 

Principally translated from the Grerman of Grtsar, with Exercises 
in writing Latin, on Ciceronian Models. (Nearly ready.) 

Jtt^eutitocft anH evwkn'B Slrtttetftars (Srtrrft 

Containing full Vocabularies, Lessons on the Forms of Words, and 
Exercises for Imitation and Repetition, with a Summary of Ety- 
mology and Syntax. (In press.) 

jweiintocft antr tRvnoikn'u Sbeconir ISoofc in 
ffirrrft, 

Containing a complete Greek Syntax, on the Basis of Kiihner, with 
Exercises for Imitation on Models drawn from Xenophon's Anab- 
asis. (In press.) 

Wphatti^n ©tttUnes of Itrnptttnt atflr mimv^ 
*rtetr JWental action/ 

18mo, Muslin. 46 cents. 

As a text-book in Mental Philosophy, lam assured it has no equal ; and any thing 
which may be made to contribute to the wider circulation of such a work, and which 
mav thus either extend a taste for such studies, or tend to satisfy the laste already 
widely diffused, can nut bat be hailed with pleasure by all who feel an interest in the 
progress of general science, and especially by tho»e who, with me, recognize the pre- 
eminently practical character of that knowledge which pertains to the nu man mind. 
—Prof. Caldwell, Dickinson College. 
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SSphsm^B Slemetitd of Jllental WtidoB^pTx^; 

£mbracing the two Departments of the Intellect and the Seasibili- 
ties. 2 vols. 12mo, Sheep extra. $2 50. 

An Alnrtflgineiit of th« above, by the Author, deeigaed w a Tezt>book in Aead- 

aiiiiee. Umo, Shaep extra. $1 S5. 

Professor Upham has broDght together the leading Yi«wa of the best writers on the 
most important topics of meiftal science, and exhibited them with great good judg- 
ment, candor, clearness, and method. Out of all the systematic treatises in ose, we 
cmiaider the Tolumas of Mr. Upham bgr far the beat that wa haTe.— iVew York Review 

Wifiham^u Ktesttor on the VtStth 

A Philosophical and Practical Treatise on the WilL 12mo, Sheep 

extra, f 1 25. 

This w(»rk is one of great valae to the literary and religions roramunity. It indi- 
cates throughout not only deep and varied research, bat proAiund and laborious 
thoughr,and is a full, lucid, and able discussion of an involved and embarrassing sob- 
|ect. The style, though generally diffuse, is always perspicuous, and often elegant ; 
and the work, aa a whole, will sdd much to the reputation of its author, and entitle 
him to rank among the ablest metaphysicians of our country. — Christian Advocate. 

tSiavtintT^u ;ffuvmtv*» StetConars; 

A Vocabulary of the Technical Terms recently introduced into Ag- 
riculture and Horticulture from various Scietkces, and also a Com- 
pendium of Practical Farming : the latter chiefly from the Works 
of the Rev. W. L. Rham, Loudon, Low, and Yodatt, and the 
most eminent American Authors. With numerous Illustrations. 
12mo, Sheep extra, $1 75 ; Muslin gilt, $1 50. 

An invaluable treatise for the agriculturist, whose suggestions and information 
would probably save him ten times its cost every year of his labor.— £oaii{^e2w(. 

In the Farmer'e Dictionary we find what has never before been drawn np for the 
fanner : nowhere else is so much important information uu sabjects of interest to the 
practical agriculturist to be found.— Cuiltvaior. 

Btteru jffavmtv'B OTomtianCon ; 

Or, Essays on the Principles and Practice of American Husbandly. 
With the Address prepared to be delivered before the Agricultural 
and Horticultural Societies of New Haven County, Connecticut. 
And an Appendix, containing Tables, and other Matter useful to 
the Farmer. To which is prefixed a Eulogy on the Life and 
Character of Judge Buel, by Amos Dean, Esq. 12mo, Muslin. 
75 cents. 

** This is decidedly one of the best elemental^ treatises on agriculture that hat 
ever l)een written. It ccmtaios a lucid description of every branch of the sabjeit, 
and is in itself a complete manual of Husbandry, which no farmer, who would un- 
derstand his own interest, should be without. It is sufficient to say that this is tha 
last production of the late Judge Buel, and contains his matured experience and opin- 
ions on a subpect which he did more, perhaps, to elevate and promote than sny other 
man of his time. Judge Bnel was a strong advocate for what ia termed the New 
Uusbaiidry, the many advantages of which over the old system he illnstrated by his 
own practice, and the claims of which to the consideration of the farmer are ably set 
forth in this volume. The work is written with great perspicuity, and the manner 
in which the subject is treated shows the hand of a master. The clearness and sim- 
plicity of the style adapt it to all classes of readers ; and containing as it does a co- 
pious Index, Glossary, dbc, it is eminently suited as a text-book for countrr school^ 
into which we hope it will be apeedily introduced, and its principles thoroughly studied 
and practically carried oat. It is also a very aoitabla book to be given aa a preBUUBv 
and we therefore recommend it to the notice of our Agricaltanl SodatiM." 



8 waaxs foe ooujsa£a and dutiiot eoHooiii. 

For the Use of Schools and Colleges. With nearij 800 lUttstratioiis. 
12mo, Sheep. 75 cents. (Third Edition, revised.) 

T«rw, Iscid, and philotopbia), and well adapied to the nbitfet for which it it piA- 
■shed. It II a vast impnnremaat a|Min all the diemical tezt^buoka with which we ars 
•cquaintad. It can not fail of aapcnodiag Um many eomponda now aaed in oar eolr 
ht\».—St. Lottu Oagette. 

mtaptt'n efcrmfcal Aroanffatfim of Melanin. 

A Treatise on the Forces which produce the Orgranization of Plants. 
With an Appendix, containing several Memoirs on Capillary At- 
traction, Electricity, and the Chemical Action of Light. En- 
gravings. 4to. f 2 60. 

Dr. Draper** raiearehes in the Chemistry of Plants and on the Chemical Action of 
l^ight here given, render this work exceedingly valuable to all lovers of science. The 
mthor is well known as a mnat able and indefatigable ezpenmenter and themst in 
^^ilosophy. — Commercial Advertiser. 

Bvaptv'B SeKt^ofc nt ifitatural MUttdoHf^hSf 

For the Use of Schools and Colleges. With numerous Illustrations 
i2mo. (In press.) 

HmwBt'u £rto SfiBtem of ffirosraylifi, 

For the Use of Schools. Illustrated by more than 60 Cerographic 
Maps, and numerous Engravings on Wood. 4to. 50 cents. 

A valuable acquisition to all engaged either in imparting or receiving instruction 
Its cwiciaenese and simplicity of 'arrangement, and its numerous and beautiful em* 
bellishments, can not fail to render it deservedly popular.— W. U. Pile, Fruictpa. 
iffN. E. Qrummar School, Philadelphia. 

The Pahlic School Suetety of the city of New York have unaitimously adopted 
Morsels School Geography into their extensiTe schools, and it has been generally in- 
troduced into Ihoee of Philadelphia. 

S^wnt'n eerofirapliCt JWUi|U9^ 

Comprising the whole Field of Ancient and Modern, including Sa- 
cred Geography, Chronology, and History. Publishing in Num- 
bers, folio size, each containing four colored Maps, executed from 
the latest improved authorities. The first 9 Numbers form a 
complete American Atlas. Price 26 cents each Number. 

This much-needed atlas will he welcomed by all engaged in teaching in colleges, 
Bchuols, &c. \ it IS an admirable help in gbwc^raphical studies ; and thousahds who are 
constantly requiring the help of a competent and reliable atlas will find this just to 
their purpose, and excessively cheap in the barglun It will form, when completed 
<he most complete oniversal was extant. 

IBitvMtVn iFCrat ^$x\nti9Xt% of CfcemfBtrs; 

Being a familiar Introduction to the Study of that Science. Wit 
Questions. Engravings. 18mo, half Sheep. 75 cents. 



The principle by which th* author has been governed was to admit few, if anr, 
Mtd terms in the text, supplying their place with as plain language and intelligible 
explanations as possible, in a word, more information or instruoti<m will be found 



hud terms in the text, supplying their place with as plain language and intelligible 
explanations as possible, in a word, more information or instruoti<m will be found 
in this little wivk than oaah« coUeoted fronaiaany pablicationa of greater pretenaionn 
•ndoffonrkimsaitsbnlk . ■ 
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HetiteCcit'i^ i9tactfcal JWrrhanfcB. 

ApplicatioBs of the Science of MeebaBies to Practical PurpoaeSi 
EngraTinga. ISmo, half Sheep. 90 centa. 

This volume ii alike creditable to the writeri and lo the state of leience JB this 
country.— iim«ricaii Quarter^ Rtview. 

mtvMtVu iFCrst ^tCncfiileii of Jtotural 9hf» 
lonoyhfi; 

Being a familiar Introduction to tlie study of that Science. With 
Questions. Engravings. ISmo, half Sheep. 76 centa. 

This work contains treatises on the scieuces of statics and hydrostatics, coraprisinf 
the whole theory of equitibriam. It is intended for the use of those who have no 
knowledge of mathematics, or who have made but little progress in their mathemat- 
ical readiMft* Thronf hout^the whale, an attempt has been made to bring the princi- 
ples of exact science to bear apon questions of practical apfilication in the arts, and 
to place tho diacusion ot them within the reach of those connected with mannfae* 
tares. 

^ottrr'n VoUtfcsl Sconottts: 

Its Objects, Uses, and Principles ; considered with reference to the 
Condition of the American People. With a. Summary for the Use 
of Students. 18mo, half Sheep. 60 cents. 

Two objects hava been kept in view in preparing this work-: Unrt, to provide a 
treatise for general readers adapted to the times, and especially to the wants of oar 
country, which should not be encoml}ere<ianuacessari|y.with controversial matters, 
or with abstract discQsslons ;' secondly, to furnish a cheap and convenient manueU for 
seminaries, in which larger and more expensive text-boolEs ooald nut well be used. 

9atiter'0 ^ttu to lEnnliOi <Eom)iojsCttoti, 

Prepared for the Student of all Grades, embracing Specimens and 
Examples of School and College Exercises, and most of the higher 
Departments of English Composition, both in Prose and Verse. 
12mo, Sheep extra, 96 cents ; Muslin gilt, 80 cents. (A new 
Edition, with Additions and Improvements. ) 

We have been long familiar with this excellent volume, and do not eonceive it pos 
■fble fur atiy improvement to be made on it. To thoee who have nev«r had an oppor- 
tunity of judging of its merits, we would say, by all means procore a copy, for there 
IS nothing like it in the whole range of elementary school-boeks.->CosMierctai Mv 

^uvktv^B <!Breo0tii)iHtcal 4kutHtimB, 

Adapted for the Use of Morse's, Woodbridge's, Worcester's, Mitch- 
ell's, Field's, Malte Brun's, Smith's, Olney's, Goodrich's, or any 
other respectable Collection of Maps: embracing, by way of 
Question and Answer, such Portions of the Elements of Geogra- 

- phy as lire necessary as an Introduction to the Study of the Maps. 
To which is added, a concise Description of the Terrestrial Globe 
12roo, Muslin. 26 cents. 

These Questions embrace none of the tedious and uninteresting details of geogra- 
|»hy. They are designed to simplify the stndy of this important science, by meanii 
of the useful and important process of classifination. There are few qoeations among 
them that can not be answered from any respectable atlas ; and the author troHts that 
they will prove useful and convenient on this account, as they may be used without 
•objecting a class of pupils to the expense freqaently attendant on a required uniform- 
itT of maps. Thasa.QoestaoM an already ased in some of tho leadiof ichoolf ia 
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Or, Elements of a new System of Mental Philosophy, on the Basis 
of Consciousness and Common Sense. Designed for CoUegcs 
and Academies. l2mo, Muslin, f 1 00. 

This prodoction, the fruit of some 20 yean* echolastie experience, avowedly owos 
iia ezteteoce to the desire of the author to promote the cause of truth and science 
U exhibits in a lucid manner the analysis of mental philosophy as the basis of met»> 
^ysical science and religious belief. 

SalftellTit <Eoitt)irntrfttm of Koman anir Orte^ 
cCan ^ntUpiitUHy 

Including a Sketch of Ancient Mythology. With Maps, &c. 12mo, 
Muslin. 37^ cents. 

Mi«t of the woriu in use which treat of the antiqnities of Greece and Rome are 
•o cnpioas and so intermingled with Greek or Latin quotations, that, though they may 
be highly Talnable to the classical scholar as works of reference, they are rendered 
lass nsefol to the classical pupil as common text-books. On this account, the stady 
of classical antiquities has been miistly confined to the higher classes. The present 
Tula me is designed for general use in our common schools, bot it is believed to be so 
cnmprehensife and elevated in its character, as to be acceptable in academies and 
high schools as well as private use. 

Salfcrlli'js iFCmt Uoofc in Syanfisli; 

Or, a Practical Introduction to the Study of the Spanish Language. 
Adapted to eveiy Class of Learners, containing full Instructions 
in Pronunciation ; a Grammar ; Reading Lessons and a Vocabu- 
lary. (In press.) 

I have never met with a work professing to teach any foreign language which com- 
bines so many excellent qualities^ and is so well adapted for alt classes of learners. 
It it ibe precise manner in which I have been giving instri^ction to classes of pupils 
in English, French, and Spanish for many years in the cities of Paris, London, and 
Madrid, teaching what is most important to know. — Don JuLio CiiULO DB Molina, 
Profetsor cf Lemgmageg in the Cities of Madrid, PariSf and London. 

iSostr'B lEltmtntB o{ KhrtorCc untr ILCterars 

With copious Practical Exercises and Examples. Including, also, 
a Succinct History of the English Language, and of British and 
American Literature, from the earliest to the present Times. 
On the Basis of the recent Works of Alexander Reid and Robert 
Connell; with large Additions from other Sources. Compiled 
and arranged by J. R. Boyd> A.M. 12mo, half Bound. 50 cents. 

It is very happily adapted to aid teachers in training the minds of the young to act 
with clearness, and to give a perspicuous and elegant expression to their thoughts ia 
Written langnnge. — Philadelphia Christian Observer. 

My decided conviction of its merits prompts me to recommend it to the examinatimi 
of teachdrs, parents, and all who feel an inlerasi in promoting the noble and blessed 
career of popular edncation. — S. N. Sweet, Aittlior of ** Elocution.** 

Ho^Vu SclectCc JWoral l^hflonotrtis. 

Prepared for Literary Institutions and General Use. 12mo, Muslin 
gilt. 75 cents. 

The book before us is exceedingly valuable, both for private use and academies and 
high schools generally. Though not so able a work as Waylancrs " Moral Science,'* 
**it exhibits in detail the greater and the lesser moralities of life," and is therefore 
aetter adapted for unifm district schools. It can not be studied too much, by youth 
especially.— IFef^erit Literary Messenger 
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A Comedy of Plautus. With English Notes, for the Use of Stu- 
dents. By John Proudpit, D.D. 18mo, Muslin. 37^ cents. 

Plftatus pomessed very happy talents for » comic writer, » rich flow of excellent 
witt happy iuvention, aud all the force of comic expression. — Esehb. 

SLotl uvea ehupuuVB £eto &si8tem of iTrench 
Crtummuvy 

Containing the First Part of the celebrated Grammar of these Au- 
thors. Arranged with Questions, and a Key in English. Also, ' 
an Abridgment of the Syntax and Grammatical Analysis of the 
same Authors. To which are added, Lessons in Reading and 
Speaking, Forms of Drafts, Advertisements, &c. Designed to 
facilitate the Student in the Use of the French Language, 1st. By 
making it a Medium of Communication between himself and 
Teacher. 2d. By enabling him to read, write, and speak it on all 
Occasions. By Sarah E. Seaman. Revised and corrected by 
Professor C. P. Bordenavb. 12mo, Musiin. 75 cents. 

The Grammar of NoSl and Chapeal is nniTsrsalty considered to be the best, and is 
the one must generally osed in our academies. The form of qaestion and answer 
adopted by Mrs. Seaman, with the translated key at the end, are evident improre- 
meats. I do not hesitate to recommend the work. — C. Lb Fbbvrb. 

I have so high an opinion of the judgment of M. Le Febvre, that any work which 
Beets with his approbation will command mine. — Charlbs Author. 

SmaVu 3Lo8fc, Itotfocfiiatfbe antr Kntmctfbe; 

Being a connected View of the Principles of Evidence and Methods 
of Scientific Investigation. 8vo, Muslin. $2 00. 

A production, we predict, which will distinguish the age ; which no scholar should 
be without ; but which, above all, should be the manual of every lawyer. The styla 
is, in our judgment, a model ; in thought as in method, clear as crystal ; in expres 
aion, precise as the symbdical language of algebra. — Democratic Review. 

With an Introduction, by the Rev. Dr. Potter. 18mo, Muslin. 
45 cents. 

This manual is decidedly the best which has yet appeared upon the snb|ect, and is, 
as it were, an excellent emblem of the oratory on which it chiefly dwells : admirabla 
in its arrangement, full of good sense in much of its detail, with a felicitous and ju- 
dicious application of the principles of Cicero and Qnintilian to his subject. — Quar 
terly Reviete. 

^u^Uffn Ettutint on XlttbvUy 

Containing the latest Improvements. 8vo, Sheep. $1 60. 

I regard it as a very valuable accession to mathematical science. I find it remark- 
ably full and complete.— E. S. Snbll, Profeeecr of Mathematictf AmMeret College, 
MaetaehuteUe. 

I deem it a work of great value to the mathematical student, and better suited to 
the wants of private learners, and all others who wish to obtain a thonrairh know) 
edge-of the science, than any other work with which I am aeqnainted.— Elijah A. 
Smith, Corresponding Secretary of Queen^s County Comtnon School Association. 

I have examined your work, and am highly pleased with it. Yonr management of 
the roots is admirable, as also of many other topics which I might mention.— N. T. 
ClarkBi CanandmguOf New York. 
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moom{j8'9 EttutiBt on SUgriirii. 

8vo, Sheep. $1 25. 

Prof. Loomts^s Treatise on' Algebra is an excellent elementary work.' It is taffi 
cientlr extensive for ordinanr parposes, and is characterized throughout hjr a happjr 
combination of hrevitr and ciemmesa.^ALSXis Caswbll, D.D., Prof ttnr of Math- 
emaiies and yaturtl Philotopkif m Browit UmvergUy, 

I have carefully examined Prof. Loomis*s Algehra, and think it better adapted for 
a text*bo<ik fw college students than anjr oiher I have we^.— C. Gill, Professor of 
Uatkematie* in St, PmuPs CoUegs. 

eUxVu Vltmtntn oe SClgeiira : 

Embracing also the Theory and Application of Logarithms ; together 
with an Appendix, containing Infinite Series, the General Theory 
of Equations, and the most approved Methods of resolving the 
higher Equations. 8vo, Sheep extra. $1 00. 

The objent of this treatise is to present to the student a fnll and systematic text 
book of practical and theoretical elementary algebra. Within a brief compass the au- 
thor has embraced a more comprehensive view of the science than ia to be foond in 
any similar wurk. These features can not fail to commend the book to the notice of 
teachers ; the work, indeed, has already been extensively adopted in numerous acad- 
emies and schoda in different sections of the country. 

3Letoto'i8 i^totonfc Slirologs* 

Plato contra Atheos. Plato against the Atheists ; or, the TentK 
Book of the Dialogue on Laws, accompanied with Critical Notes, 
and followed by extended Dissertations on some of the main 
Points of the Platonic Philosophy and Theology, especially as 
compared with the Holy Scriptures. l2mo, Muslin gUt. $1 60. 

No mom acceptable or timely contribution to the cause of sound classical education 
could possibly have been made than this. The leading object of the work, even par- 
amount to its relation to education, seems to have been to furnish an antidote to the 
prijgressive atheism of the preseht age. — Courier and Enquirer. 

Profesaor Lewis has, in this work, provided a rich feast both for the student and 
the Christian. — New York Evangelist, 

ntt'n SlementjS of ^feoloss for i^opulur mnt; 

Containing a Description of the Geological Formations and Mineral 
Resources of the United States. Engravings. 18mo, half She^. 
50 cents. 

This work has received the approbation of the ablest geologists in the country, and 
is now the standard text>bodc on thia sabject in many of the lint academies and high 
schools in the United States. It was prepared expressly for the use of tehools, but 
it no less adapted to the wants of the general reader. Beginning with the simplest 
elements of the science, it proceeds to give a clear and systematic vccount of the 
changes which have taken place up<m the earth's surface, and the causes by which 
they have been brought about. It is, moreover, the only work which gives within a 
reasonable compass a foil account of the geological structure and mineral resources 
of the United States. It is no less comprehensive in its'soope than accoirate in detail : 
(he scientific reputation of the author is sufficient guarantee for the general sxoelleuca 
and superiurrty of the work. 

Vnvhs'B lEunus on tfir Sublfme nxaVtuutltuL 

A Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the SublimQ 

and Beautiful. With an Introductory Discourse concerning Taste. 

Edited by Abraham Mills. 12mo, Muslin. 75 cents. 

As a writer, whether ^e consider the splendoir of his diction, the richness and var 

riety of his imageryi or the boundless store of knowledge which he displaya, it mua 

•e acknowledged that there are few who equal, and none who transWhd'niai. 
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Kane^n ISlrments of Cliemfjstrs; 

Including the most recent Discoveries, imd Applications of the Sci- 
ence to Medicine and Pharmacy, and to the Arts. Edited by John 
W. Draper, M.p. With about 250 Engravings on Wood. 8vo, 
Muslin. $2 00. 

"This text-book is andoabtedly the best, becaase the meet oomprehansive in ths 
Eoglish language ; the additional Notes of Professor Draper have been deemed ex- 
ceedingly valaable. The prodigioos sale of this work in this coantry as well as in 
England, sufficiently attests its high merit- The leading idea of the author has been 
to present the student sn account of the general principles and facts of Chemistry, 
and of its applicatitms to Pharmacy* Medicine, and the Useful Arts. For its laborious 
research, accurate andrsis, and parDfoand leaning, this worii stands nnrivaled among 
productions of its class." 

^tnv^n Svftmne ot tlie fllfototfi oe 

Being the Work adopted by the University of France for Instruction 
in the Colleges and High Schools. Translated from the French, 
with Additions, and a Continuation of the History. 2 vols. 18mo, 
Muslin. 90 cents. 

We have had hitherto no work in our Temacular embracing a comprehensive and, 
at the same time, elementary and didactic view of the history of philosophical opin- 
ions ; the present work seemed to the translator to be, on the whole, the best that 
conld be adopted to supply that want. Besides an Appendix bringing down the sab- 
ject to the present time, the editor hat added some notes and illustrations at elucida- 
tmj of the text. 

^u}ttCn i^opular CTeclinDlDgs; 

Or, Profesnons and Trades. Illustrated by 81 Engravings. 18mo, 
half Bound. 75 cents. 

The above work embraces a class of snlijects in which every individnal is deeply 
interested, and with which, as a mere philosophical inspector of the affairs of men, 
be should become acquainted. They challenge attention in this country especially, 
a great proportion of the community being engaged in some branch of the professional 
or mechanical departments of business as a means of subsistence or distinction. It 
it a work eminently suited for the perusal of youth. 

dtitttmCB Animal smtthanium ata Phfiisfuloos; 

Being a plain and familiar Exposition of the Structure and Functions 
of the Human System. Designed for Families and Schools. En- 
gravings. 18mo, half Sheep. 45 cents. 

The design of the present volume is to render easy and aareeahle the study of hu- 
man anatomy and physiology, by exhibiting the subject in all its bearings and connec- 
tions. It is no less instructive than curious to study the structure and contrivances 
of the human frame ; the surprising ingeqnity which is evinced in the combinations 
and appliances of the animal economy. This work describes the various organs and 
their functions and adaptations. The arrangement of the subjects treated of in this 
work, he apprehends, is new ; but the peculiar mode of teaching them is, with soma 
variations, tnat which has been so successful in the hands of Sir Charles Bell, Dr. 
Amott, and a few other modem writers. 

eamjrtiriris ^momflhst of UlietDrfc. 

Revised Edition. 12mo, Muslin. $1 25. 

It is a work which is incompanbly superior to all similar works, not only in depth 
of thought and ingenions original research, bnt also in maetical utility to tfew stiident. 
^ArcJMskop Whatehf. 
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Voutliatbit^B Slrmmtars Steatfse oti 

Translated from the French, with Additions and Emendations, by 
Prof. E. H. CouBTENAT. Plates. 8vo, Sheep extra. $2 26. 

The title of this wurk is explanatory of its objects ; and the oanie of the emlDent 
]N«fesKor who has translated and adapted it to the ase of scientific students in this 
eoQoiry, aflbrds an ample pledge that it is a work good in iuelf, and that all he has 
done fur it has been well dune. It is, howeTer, a treatise only for those whnee ^re- 
▼ions mathematical stadies will enable thera to follow oat the moat nseful application 
«f high mathematics. 

ll^mfitVB ettnmmw M the iBcrrman %nntuufitf 

Arranged into a new System on the Principle of Indaction. 2 vols. 
12mo, half Bound. $176, 

ena»»'» %i{t oe SS^aishfnston^ 

In Latin Prose, Edited by J. N. Rbtnolds. Portrait. 12mo, 
Mnalin. f 1 12^. 

4to, half Roan. $2 00. 

Srntirf 18 SImrrftan Sb&ittm of Hwjlk^nplnfi. 

Adapted to the Commerce of the United States, in its Domestic and 
Foreign Relations ; comprehending all the Modem Improvements 
in the Practice of the Art, and exemplified in one Set of Books 
kept by Doable Entry, embracing five different Methods of keep- 
ing a Journal. Designed for the Use of Schools, Academies, and 
Counting-houses. To which are added, Forms of the most ap- 
proved Auxiliary Books, with a Chart, exhibiting at one View the 
Final Balance of the Ledger. Royal 8vo, half Bound. $1 60. 

The piodigioas saccesa of this popular treatise is the best eyidence of its utility. 

ttnton antr %iftWn Smasis, 

Moral, Economical, and Political. And the Conduct of the Under- 
standing. 18mo, Muslin. 46 cents. 

His other and more elaborate works are, in fact, extinct to the many, and now gen- 
erally known only as. a mighty name ; and Che writer of these short compositions, tha 
great Lord Bacon, may not improperly be considered as shrunk, like the ashes of an 
Alexander in a gulden urn, within the limiu of this little but sterling volume. 

Sbtltntt. 

By Lord Brougham, Professor Sbdowick, Dr. Vebplaitck, and Aloit 
zo PoTTBB, D.D. 18mo, Muslin. 46 cents. 

tlt» of iBMtntt. 

Edited by Riev. Wxlluw P. Paqb. 18mo, Muslin. 46 cents. 
A wmrksiagularly rich is all that can touch the heart sod intenat the imaginatiM 



WORKS FOR COLLEGES AND DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 15 

XbtrtvomUt^B Srratfise on tlir KnteUectual 
3Potoeri9« 

Inquiries concerning the Intellectual Powers and the Investigation 
of Truth. With Questions. 18mo, Muslin. 46 cents. 

Of this work, npon which the public has so decisireljr set its mark of approbstion, 
it is almost unneressary for us to speak. Subjects generally looked upon as ahetrase 
aud unattractive, he has illustrated by a train of acute and delicate thinking, ever 
imbued with the highest principles of religion and vaanlity.— Edinburgh Advertiser, 

Stt^tttvmaUz'B PhflosntAs ii{ the ^oral 
iTeeKttipi, 

With Questions. 18rao, Muslin. 40 cents. 

There is no man, we think, who will come from the perusal of this book without 
feeling an increased love of virtue, and a more solemn sense of his responsibility as a 
moral hting.—Edinlntrgh Saturday Pott, 

9axmxCn lEmviiSfi on the i^tnre nvM IPrfntfvlen 

With Corrections and Improvements, by Abraham Mills. I2mOy 
Muslin. 75 cents. 

We look upon this as, on the whole, the best and most pleasing work which has 
yet been pruduoed (» the subject of TVwte and Beauty^. The whole of the book ii in 
no ordinary degree both beautiful and vaetvicii^o.— Edinburgh Review. 

89IietoelVi9 3(i9tronoms Kntr CBfeneral ISHxj^nltn, 

Considered with reference to Natural Theology. I2mo, Muslin. 
60 cents. 

WBhtmXVn Slementis oe Jlfl^oralCtSt tnclntrfng 
i^olftfi. 

2 vols, 12mo, Muslin. 81 00. 

It is a work which will be etudied more and more as its worth beoovipM better known ; 
it is exceedingly well fitted to be used as a text-book id all our higher tcbuols^ and 
the beautiful, convenient, and very cheap style in which it has been printed will give 
it a very wide oircuiatloq in all classes of society. No work could be found better 
adapted to aid and guide that telf-educatian^ on which the great body of our people 
must always rely, than this.— .Amenciui Review. 

etriietoeiris lliistors of the KntrnetCbe Sbcitvutn, 

From the Earliest Times to the Present. (In press.) 

A just storv of learning, containing the antiquities and originals of knowledges, and 
their sects, their inventions, their traditions, their diverse administrations and niana- 
gings ; their flourishiiigs, their oppositions, decays, depressions, removes, with the ' 
causes and occasions of them ; and all other events concerning learning throughout 
all ages of the world, I may truly affirm to be wanting. The use and end of which 
work I do not so much design for curiosity or satisfaction of those that are lovers of 
learning, but chiefly for a more serious and grave purpose, which is this, in few words, 
that it will make learned men more wise in the use and administration of learning. — 
Bacom. 

tlVIietoeiris i^hnoisotihs of the Kn^ructCbe 
&cCencei9^ 

Founded upon their History. (In press.) 



A Ksw Classified and Descriptiye Catalogue of Harpsr & 
B&OTHEBS* Publications has just been issued, comprisiDg a very 
extensire range of Literature, in its several Departments of His- 
tory, Biography, Philosophy, Travel, Science and Art, the Clas- 
sics, FictaoD, £c. ; also, many splendidly Embellished Produc- 
tions. The selection of works includes not only a large propor- 
tion of the most esteemed Literary Productions of our times, 
but also, in the majority of instances, the best existing authori- 
ties on given subjects. This new Catalogue has been construct- 
ed with a view to the especial use of persons forming or enrich- 
ing their Literary Collections, as well as to aid Principals of 
District Schools and Seminaries of Learning, who may not pos- 
sess any reliable means of forming a true estimate of any pro- 
duction ; to all such it commends itself by its explanatory and 
critical notices. The valuable collection described in this Cata- 
logue, consisting of about two thousand volumes^ combines the 
two-fold advantages of great economy in price with neatness — 
often elegance of typographical execution, in many instances the 
rates of publication being scarcely one fifth of those of similar 
issues in Europe. 

*** Copies of this Catalogue may be obtained, free of ex- 
pense, by application*to the Publishers personally, or by letter, 
post-paid. 

To prevent disappointment, it is requested that, whenever 
books ordered through any bookseller or local agent can not be 
obtained, applications with remittance be addressed direct to the 
Pubfishers, which will be promptly attended to. ^ 
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